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Preface 

The Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples has undertaken to host a 
series of National Round Tables on selected themes. The Round Tables 
bring together academics, practitioners, political leaders and community 

leaders with knowledge and expertise on the selected themes in order to assist 
the Commission in the preparation of recommendations for the final report. 

The National Round Tables all have a similar format. We invite certain experts 
or leading-edge thinkers to produce papers on a series of questions that we 
intend to ask participants to consider. In the course of panel presentations, 
round table discussions and plenary sessions, participants have the opportunity 
to put forward their views and recommendations as they relate to the questions. 
A rapporteur is asked to write a report based on the proceedings of the round 
table setting out what was said, along with any recommendations or consensus 
that may have been reached by participants. 

The published proceedings of the National Round Tables will help to inform 
the general public about the issues addressed there. It is anticipated that publica-
tion of the round table proceedings will prompt further consideration of the 
ideas and debate captured in the reports and encourage Canadians to come for-
ward at the public hearings or to make written submissions with further 
thoughts and recommendations. 
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N A T I O N A I, R O U N D T A B L E O N A B O R I G I N A L H E A L T H A N D S O C I A L I S S U E S 

We are deeply indebted to all participants in the National Round Table on 
Aboriginal Health and Social Issues for their input and advice, and to Dr. John 
D. O'Neil, who prepared the Round Table report presented in this volume. 

This report of the proceedings is intended to stimulate further dialogue and 
positive changes in policy. Your views and recommendations on this important 
issue are welcome. We invite you to write to us at the address set out elsewhere 
in this document and to appear before us when we hold public hearings in your 
area. 

René Dussault, j.c.a. 
Co-Chair 

Georges Erasmus 
Co-Chair 
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