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Competition was fierce at the inaugural =~ &
Reality Check B-Boy and MC contest on R
Jan. 17 in Edmonton.
B-boy Flex is demonstrating his superior style
before an appreciative audience.
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Now, monitoring your blood glucose levels
isn‘t such a pain. When you use the new
BD Logic™ Blood Glucose Monitor with
BD Ultra-Fine™ 33 Lancets, the pain
associated with testing is cut in half.

Only BD Logic™ Blood Glucose Monitor
offers the combination of:

e 50% Less Pain’ — With the thinnest
lancets ever

e Fast Testing Times — Just 5 seconds

e Small Blood Sample - Just 0.3 pL

*In BD™ Lancet Device when compared to 28 gauge lancets in other lancet devices. Data on file at 8D.

BD, BD Logo and all other trademarks are property of Becton, Dickinson and Company,
Franklin Lakes, New Jersey 07417. © 2003 BD
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Monitor shown actual size.

See for yourself.

Speak with your Pharmacist
or visit our website at
www.BDdiabetes.com

& BD

BD Consumer Healthcare
2771 Bristol Circle,
Oakville Ontario L6H 6R5
tel: 1.800.268.5430
www.BDdiabetes.com

ADVERTIS

The advertising deac
March 2004 issue of

1-800-661-5
for more infor

February 2004 February 2004




[ contents ]

Features

Explain gaps in tapes 8

Disparaging racial comments about the Native protestors at
Ipperwash Provincial Park in 1995 were heard on a video just
released after eight years of stonewalling by the Ontario
Provincial Police. The comments were made by officers on duty
at the park, but that video is just the beginning, and gaps in the
other taped evidence are being investigated.

Survivors organize 9

A high-profile group of residential school survivors were in
Calgary in January to organize a national organization that will be
a voice for former residential school victims and their families.

C-19, C-6—They're alive 10

The first act of the new minister of Indian Affairs is to bring back
the hotly disputed legislative package of former minister Robert
Nault. The new relationship between government and First
Nations as promised by new Prime Minister Paul Martin is being
called into question by chiefs.
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[ rants and raves ] 5

The sickening racist comments made by two Ontario Provincial
Police officers about Native protesters at Ipperwash Provincial
Park in 1995 and caught for posterity on their own surveillance
tape is just another black mark in a long and inglorious history in
the relationship between Canada's police forces and the Native
people they are supposed to serve and protect.
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[ what's happening ] 7

Community events in Indian Country for February and beyond.
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[ windspeaker confidential | 14

Andrea Menard is on fire. She will perform at the Aboriginal
Achievement Awards gala in April and in a new play in May.

[ strictly speaking] 15 & 16

Another ‘under-reported' stories list; social problems can't be
solved with bylaws; one giant leap for Indian-kind?; Warts, they're
not just for witches anymore; staying true to traditions can help
you heal; and put your best foot forward with radio directors.
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[ rare intellect] 16

A memoir about life in a U.S. residential school that is neither
angry nor resentful. Ideal as a primer for non-Native people to
learn about that part of Indian history. Plus recommendations on
books from Don Kelly, Eden Robinson and Herbie Barnes.
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[ radio's most active ] 18

[ buffalo spirit ] 21

A surprise visit from one of North America's most respected
powwow men will enrich the readers of Buffalo Spirit over the
course of the coming year. Boye Ladd leaves quite an impression.

[ canadian classroom ] 25

Drew Hayden Taylor usually graces our strictly speaking pages,
but this month he raises some interesting questions about
cultural appropration. Oh, not non-Natives appropriating Native
culture, but Native's appropriating other Native's cultures.

[ footprints ] 26

Inspired leader Ahtahkakoop envisioned a new life for his people
at a time when all that was familiar was being lost or destroyed
by the newcomers to his territory. He wanted his people to learn
new skills that would ensure their survival, but the government
and the weather conspired to trip up his plans.
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AND MORE
- 8

5419 - 36" Avenue
Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 3C7

| Leo & Leona Thiessen
Phone & Fax: (780) 352-0168 ¢ 1-800-386-7251

March 5 & 6, 2004 - The Coast Plaza Hotel, Calgary, Alberta

AMPA invites you to attend
Magazine Sessions 2004
Publishing Power

Alberta
Magazine
Publishers
Association

Keynote Addresses:

Right Here, Right Now: The unique
opportunities and tremendous challenges
for Canadian magazines in Canada

by John Thomson, Chair of the Canadian Magazine Publishers
Association and Publisher, Canadian Geographic

Readers: Remember Them?

by Lynn Cunningham, Director of the Magazine Program
at Ryerson School of Journalism

“Branding the product” and “reaching the right demographic” may be
today’s buzzwords. But let's not forget the basics: excellent magazines
are about telling engaging stories to real people.

For details on schedules, registration and rates, visit our
web site at www.albertamagazines.com or call 403-262-0081

AMPA acknowledges the financial support
of the Government of Canada through the
Canada Magazine Fund and the Government
of Alberta through the Alberta Foundation
for the Arts for this project.

Corporate Sponsors:

Masthead

The Magazine About Magazines

TheAlberta
Foundation
for the Arts

Publisthroﬁt.com Canadﬁl

Successful Careers
start in Your Community

Did you know that NAIT has successfully

delivered programs to Aboriginal

communities in Saskatchewan, Northwest

Territories, Nunavut and all parts of Alberta?

Programs currently being offered in

Aboriginal communities include:

¢ introduction to trades

e apprenticeship programs

nursing attendant

wildfire training type lI

pre-technology/upgrading

» project management

* business/accounting

and more!

If you would like NAIT programs
delivered in your community,
please call

Stephen Crocker, Manager
Aboriginal Training Programs
Phone:(780) 378-5035

Fax: (780) 471-8993
E-mail:scrocker@nait.ab.ca
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THE NORTHERN ALBERTA
INSTSTUTE OF TECRNOLOGY

www.nait.ab.ca Bring on the future

ABORIGINAL AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE
OVER 800 VEHICLES

NO PAYMENTS **
UNTIL MAY, 2004

Free delivery anywhere in Canada!

Earn up to $1,000 ***

———

PUSH, PULL OR DRAG!
L$3,000 Guaranteed Trade In!

7

CHEVROLET

IMPORTS

All majormakes, 1998 - 2004, Cars, Trucks, Vans, SUV’s & Imports

* Price - Down payment may be required. O.A.C. ** No Payment - O.A.C.
*** New Customers earn $500. Returning customers earn $1,000 with trade.
Come visit us at www.autoacceptancegroup.com

_——_—_—_—_1

SUVi | Do you presently own a vehicle? Yes | No | | TradingIn? Yes{ | No | |
Name: (First) (Middle) (Last)
Sociallnsurance No.: Birth Date: Status No.:
Present Address:
Home No.: Work No.: Cell No.:
Employer: Address:
How Long? Wages: $ Have you had any previous credit? Yes No

I, the undersigned, warr.ant the trpth, accuracy anc_i completeness of the foregoing information, and hereby take notice that the dealer proposed to procure or cause to be prepared a consumer
Report, and the dealer is authorized to: 1. Investigate my credit and employment history; 2. Procure or cause to be prepared a consumer report or personal investigation; and 3. Release

Information about its credit experience with me.

Fax Back to: (204) 222-1354

Applicant’s Signature:
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Let it be known

Dear Editor:

When one critiques or reviews an author’s work of art it
is just that, a review of the author’s work of art, not an
attack of one’s soul.

In Windspeaker's review of Basil Johnston's Honour Earth
Mother, I was profoundly hurt to read the personal attack
and diagnosis [on Johnston] “It seems that the author may
have unresolved issues from his residential school experi-
ence.” '

As an author and a survivor of the residential school, I
Delphine Eva Peltier, share my experience in the hopes
that another may relate and that perhaps others will learn
of the damnation that was forced upon the innocent.

You would do well to continue reviewing an author’s
work of art, but please do not mix reviews with personal
attacks or diagnosis. They do not belong on the same page.

Perception is in the pen of the beholder. Kudos to Basil
for penning as he perceives.

So says Delphine Eva Peltier, number 144
of the failed assimilation process.
I say failed because I live to tell about it. Meegwetch

Tell it like it is

Dear Editor:

I am writing in regards to an article in the January 2004
issue titled “Youth should be heard on issues.”

I am 23 years old and I do not consider myself to be a
youth. I share the same ideals as the writer in last month’s
issue, but I am not scared to speak my mind and put my
name with it. I also do not have all of the answers, but I
have ideas; ideas that will one day change the face of In-
dian politics forever.

I feel that the youth and the people should know the
reason why we are sending these “elected” administrators
all over the country and to other countries. The “elected”
go to meetings and conferences all over the place and when
they get back, nobody but themselves knows why they
went there. Waste of time? I don’t know? Waste of money?
Well, it’s pretty obvious.

The people in any kind of “elected” power have to real-
ize the people put them there. “Work for them. Not your-
selves. That is our money. Not yours. It doesn’t come out.
of your pocket.’

The government was soooo kind to give us that money
for our land. Let’s use it for the youth and the people.
Without our youth, our people will fail and give in to a
sociéty that set out to conquer us.

If you think I've lost hope in our people, you're wrong.
I have nothing but hope and faith that our people can
overcome the hand that has been dealt to us.

In the meantime let us ask “What are you doing? Where
are you going? Why are you are spending our money go-
ing to meetings everywhere, just to come back and tell us
nothing?’

Our leaders went to Geneva in November. Sure, the
confederacy paid for the rooms and airplane tickets, but
our band provided spending money. What happened?
That's pretty far for a meeting, just to come back and tell
us nothing. Not to mention trips all over Alberta and the
complete continental North America, for which our re-
serve picks up the tab.

These meetings are not discussed with anybody, let alone
the youth.

Our youth today are everything but Indians, because
our Elders and leaders forget that it is up to them to teach
us our culture that was passed down to them.

It makes me laugh when I hear a politician say “We
have to think about our children.” Please, quit trying to
convince yourselves. You know you don't care. I've seen it.
You care only about your next vote, and who you step on
to get ahead.

The next time your reserve has an election, vote for some-
body who hasn’t completely driven your reserve into the
ground. Vote for somebody young. At the least, remem-
ber this always—There is no such thing as bad politics,
just bad people. And always remember they work for you.

[ talkitup ]

[ rants and raves ]

To teel the pain

Dear Editor:

I can feel your pain, and painful emotions eat away at
the human soul, and an individual’s soul comes down
from the Creator, yes, to revisit much pain, but the pus-
pose then is to transcend it.

The Europeans who came, the ordinary people, the
Scots, the Irish, the Ukrainians, were all desperate people
fleeing starvation and harsh ruling classes and nightmare
wars and famines and persecution. They were largely il-
literate and had an average life expectancy of 40 years.

They came in the mid-19th century, which was also
the beginning of the industrial revolution, and a revolu-
tion it was for every human soul everywhere on this planet.

The ordinary peasant people who formed the bulk of
immigrants to this part of North America were like ordi-
nary powerless people everywhere: Powerless against fam-
ines, cold winter kills, disease waves, harsh selfish rulers,
and the horrors of warfare. There was no Eden in Eu-
rope, Asia, Africa, or America.

If you read the few records that exist, they give indica-
tions of the nature of warfare before ‘contact.” One exam-
ple describes how one group of armed men went to a
village, which had a lucrative fishing weir. The people in
this village knew they could not defend themselves and
hid in their underground homes. The larger armed group
(from within the same language group as this village)
burned all of the people (men, women and children)
trapped in their underground homes. In that locale, it
was an act of genocide. '

The conquering group settled around that site, and is
now involved in claims negotiations for this site against
Europeans who arrived 20 years after this genocide. This
is only one example cited by people who remembered.

Your hate for the ruling order of colonial times was
shared by all the peasants at the:time, and the struggle for
equality rights and democratic institutions began at the
same time as the industrial revolution, and the past 150-
year history of political convulsions with so many vic-
tims falling in the struggle for democracy and equality of
opportunity rights has brought all of the human souls,
come down from the Creator, regardless of race or his-
tory, to where we all are in the here and now.

If you lay-a guilt trip on a human soul on the basis of
race in the here and now, you are a racist. God knows
there’s lots of those from every stripe and race to go around
in this veil of tears.

The essence of the spiritual value of democracy is a
belief that all human souls come down from a common
Creator for one given physical lifetime, and in this de-
serve equal opportunity in whatever reign of whatever
Caesar they happen to land in. Human souls are differ-
ent from the animal souls in that we are granted free will.
Free will means we are given personal responsibility for
what we do and accomplish with our individual lifetime.

Yes, we can give up; we can waste a lifetime blaming
others in the here and now for what happened in our
grandparents’ time.

Yes, we can make sure the pain never goes away. Yes,
we can racialize pain and blame anyone of another race
for the pain we choose to inherit psychologically from
our grandparents. We can up-load and down-load pain.
We can go deeper into history and wider in geography to
gather more pain into our individual here and now lives
if we feel we are not bearing enough pain. And if the pain
of race-identity is not enough, we can adopt all the gen-
der identity pains into our own individual souls and add
that global history of inequalities to the pain we want to
carry in the here and now.

Human existence has always been, and is today, a com-
promise between the light and the dark. No individual
soul is better or worse by virtue of race. No one gets out
alive. Bless all your relations as souls in the here and now
regardless of race or gender.

The wind does not respect lines on a map, and so cer-
tainly has no time for racial definitions of guilt and blame.
The essence of the wind is that it leaves history behind.
The life-breath exists in the present in all the souls come
down.

February 2004

—Darren Gladue —Austen
Let us know what you are thinking about. Call us at 1-800-661-5469
and leave a message outlining your concerns on whatever topic you'd like.
Or e-mail us at edwind@ammsa.com or write to the editor at
13245-146 St. Edmonton, AB TSL 458
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[ what's happening ]

APPLICATION
DEADLINE TODAY—
EARTH IN MOTION
INDIGENOUS
DANCE CO.:
ABORIGINAL
CHOREOGRAPHERS'

WORKSHOP
March 1to 13, 2004
Toronto, Ont.

| INVESTING IN
OUR FUTURE:
JOB AND

CAREER FAIR
Feb. 5, 2004
Regina, Sask.
(306) 352-8400

NATIVE PLANT
SOCIETY OF
SASKATCHEWAN
WORKING
TOGETHER

WORKSHOP
Feb. 5 to 7, 2004
Swift Current, Sask.
(306) 668-3940

HEATHER
DAIGNEAULT-
PINAY
MEMORIAL
OPEN

BONSPIEL
Feb. 6 to 8, 2004
Fort Qu'Appelle, Sask.
(308) 334-3500

HOLMAN: FORTY YEARS OF GRAPHIC ART CANADIAN MUSEUM OF CIVILIZATION
Runs til Feb. 15, 2004 Hull, Que. 1-800-555-5621

NAIT'S ANNUAL ABORIGINAL CULTURAL DAY
Feb. 6, 2004 Edmonton, Alta. (780) 491-3917

NATIVE YOUTH CONVENTION
Feb. 6, 2004 Thunder Bay, Ont. (807) 577-8627

CAREER AND JOB FAIR
February 10, 2004 Sudbury, Ont. (705) 566-8101 ext. 7400

WALKTHE TALK COMMUNITY DIABETES WALK
February 18—20, 2004 Kimberley, Ont. (905) 768-7107

L &

“Respecting Our Past,

Building Our Future Today”

May 10 — 12, 2004

375 York Avenue
Winnipeg, Manitoba

February 2004
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AWO TAAN NATIVE WOMEN'S SHELTER SOCIETY: EXTRAVAGANZA GALA
February 1 (416) 955-4659 3 4 5 6 7 February 27, 2004 Calgary (403) 531-1970 ext. 203
g ALL NATIVE BLUEPRINT TWOTALKS: INTERNATIONAL KAHNAWAKE &N;E:sz?;‘;lagfc:nhg xf:elmb‘l\lzi??qus MA;!;::__«'(:A
BASKETBALL FORTHE EDGAR HEAP | RESIDENTIAL WINTER e T gnup4.co
TOURNAMENT FUTURE OF BIRDS— SCHOOL CARNIVAL o A DIABETES CONEERENOE
Fob. o1 900 CAREER FAIR CHEYENNE CONFERENCE s T e March 107--19, 2004 Edmonton, Alta. 1-800-252-7553
Prince Rupert, B.C. Feb. 10, 2004 Feb. 13 to 15, 2004 Kahnawake, Que. CADOTTE LAKE SCHOOL—CAREER FAIR 2004
(250) 627-8997 Ed?nonton, Alta. Feb. 2?1:?52004 eEdmon?on, Alta. www.ksdpp.org March 18, 2004 Cadotte Lake, Alta. (780) 629-3767
1-800-329-7980 Vancouver, B.C. (780) 444-8003 GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN— TAHLTAN PUBERTY RITES CEREMONIES:
(604) 822-5087 MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY, UBC
VALENTINE'S March 21, 2004 Vancouver, B.C. (604) 822-5087
DAY LEARNING TOGETHER FOR SUCCESS CONFERENCE
9 11 12 13 14 March 24—25, 2004 (780) 415-9300
GATHERING STRENGTHTO KEEP OUR LANGUAGE STRONG
KING AND SIXTH ANNUAL | PARTNERSHIPS PROVINCIAL ABORIGINAL March 24—March 28, 2004 Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan shirleyw @cogeco.ca
QUEEN CIRCLE FOR IN SUCCESS NATIVE BUSINESS DREAMSPEAKERS FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS "LICK THIS"
TRAPPERS DAY | 2015 GALA NATIVE CURLING INFORMATION March 25, 2004 Edmonton, Alta. (780) 378-9609
Feb. 16, 2004 DINNER EDUCATION CHAMPIONSHIPS WORKSHOP KEEWATIN TRADITIONAL POWWOW AND FEAST
Bonnyville, Alta. —CANADIAN CONFERENCE Feb. 20—22, 2004 Feb. 20, 2004 March 25, 2004 The Pas, Man. ((204) 627-8698
(ABCICRE SO COUNCIL FOR | Feb. 181020, 2004 Melfort, Sask. Calgary, Alta. ALBERTA CONFERENCE ON DIABETES & ABORIGINAL PEOPLES
ABORIGINAL Kimberley, Ont. (306) 864-3300 (403) 815-5603 March 25—26, 2004 Edmonton, Alta. (780) 423-3138
BUSINESS {(4050) TR e WINDSPEAKER WARRIORSONICE
Feb. 17, 2004 AD DEADLINE ’ March 26—March 28, 2004 Yellowknife www,warriorsonice.com
Toronto, Ont. BATTLEFORD FRIENDSHIP CENTRE ANNUAL ALL NATIVE HOCKY TOURNAMENT
16 (416) 961-8663 18 _ 19 20 21 March 26—March 28, 2004 North Battieford, Sask. (306) 445-8216
MUSKODAY CSFSFAMILY | FORUMFOR | IMAGENATION | THE ARTSHOW | 2004 ARCTIC T o) (i S M g 22 BT
FIRST NATIONS WELLNESS EXCELLENCE 2004 NATIVE EARTH | WINTER GAMES o R'EN B ’
PRESENTS CONFERENCE: AND ABORIGINAL PERFORMING [eheSic March 26—March 28 v;oo«z gorth Battlefgrlgj S\;sk. (306) 771-4787
ABORIGINAL CELEBRATING INNOVATION IN | FILM AND ARTS March 6, 2004 ' '
Wood Buffalo, Alta. NATIONAL CONGRESS ON RURAL EDUCATION
oiﬁé :qj SlE-R STRCEl:lng:{REﬁlNG ABOR::G'N?‘]L Fé’é?fv?\L Marr:f:h1246 ;%04 j”“:’?@ avt/]gggolt,cgm March 28—30, 2004 Saskatoon, Sask. (306) 966-7634
FINANCE AND ' J
26TH ANNUAL FIRST NATIONS UNIVERSITY OF CANADA POWWOW
SYMPOSIUM FAMILY MANAGEMENT | Feb 261027, 2004 R April 3—4, 2004 Regina (306) 790-5950
Feb. 24 to 26, 2004 Feb. 24 to 26, 2004 Feb. 25 to 27, 2004 ancouver, ©.%L. =
;askatoc;n Sask. P:nce G:orge, B.C. ) Calga(:y. Alta. (604) 871-0173 A QUES.”ON OF PLACEWALTER PHICHIES GALCARY
1-866-564-6737 1-800-889-6855 1-866-775-1817 Aped 37 May 25, REEaHG- A (SFaatar
22 24 26 27 28 2004 JUNO AWARDS
- April 4, 2004 Edmonton, 1 888-440-JUNO
HAPPY IT'S READ CANADIAN SPIRIT CANADIAN NATIONAL ABORIGINAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
BIRTHDAY TO ALBERTA MUSIC WEEK SEEKERS 2004 RADIO MUSIC April 4, 2004 Calgary, 1-800-329-9780
ALLYOU MAGAZINES MO | YOUTH AWARDS TCOG & AMC MANITOBA ECONOMIC CONFERENCE
LEAPYEAR MONTH. March 6, 2004 CONFERENCE March 6, 2004 April 4—April 15, 2004, Winnipeg (204) 771-7856
BABIES! e March 5 to 8, 2004 ABORIGINAL HOUSING FORUM
YOU'RE Grande P'az'“e» Alta. April 5—8, 2004 Calgary, 1-888-777-1707
READING ONE TSR GOODSPIRIT WELLNESS RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL WELLNES CONFERENCE
NOW! April 6—8, 2004 Yorkton, Sask., (306) 542-7314
: NEW EXHIBIT—SACRED PLACES AND SPACES MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY, UBC
29 March 1 2 3 5 6 April 8, 2004 Vancouver, B.C. (604) 822-5087
: : o< % SASKATCHEWAN FIRST NATION WINTER GAMES
INTERNATIONAL BRAIN ENSURING NCRLC CREE April 6—April 16, 2004, Nipawin, Sask. (306) 956-7234
WOMEN'S AWARENESS ABORIGINAL LANGUAGE CHILLIWACK POWWOW :
" WEEK WEEK VOICES IN FESTIVAL Aprit 16—April 18, 2004, Chilliwack, B.C. www.stolonation.bc.ca
March 1010 16 POLICY AND March 11, 2004 SADIE'S WALK, KAHNAWAKE SCHOOLS DIABETES PREVENTION PROJECT
PROGRAMMING La Ronge, Sask. April 18, 2004, Kahnwake, Que. www.ksdpp.org
STORYTELLING March 10 to 11, 2004 Klie ] Ep NATIONAL ABORIGINAL HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS
FESTIVAL Calgary, Alta. April 18—April 24, 2004, Prince George, B.C. oasc@oasc.net
March 7, 2004 March 16 to 17, 2004 ABORIGINAL OIL AND GAS VENTURES FORUM
Curve Lake Indian Saskatoon, Sask. April 19—April 20, 2004, Edmonton, 1-888-777-1707
Reserve, Ont. {306 )933-1929 ‘
GATHERING OF NATIONS POWWOW
(F¥el $i3E001 % o 9 10 12 12 13 Aprit 22—24, 2004, Albuguerque, N.M. (505) 836-2810
LEADERS & HEALERS i
_NORTHERN | LITTLENHL DARLENE SHATEGD ok 27t 0k, ik 2501698109
ar N e
i NUTRITIONAL PATHWAYS TO HEALTH AND HEALING CONFERENCE
Tosgﬁxl\i\éNT Sal(]:osstf é;ﬁ;‘;?nt' VgEyEOYFgﬁll.-L S(S)’ls.lE;:gﬁS April 28—April 30, 2004, Edmonton, Alta. 1-866-829-0258
March 15 to 21, 2004 YOUTH TOURNAMENT March 20, 2004 SASKTEL Asozéi:gng\ggmagggggsgg EXCELLENCE
Sioux Lookout, Ont. March 18 to 21, 2004 Montreal, Que. - : {
(807) 737-3087 E R EUR P?i::ce Alboen, Sask. (604) 951-8807 _NORTHWEST PAW Gii DA UN POWWOW
SYMPOSIUM (306) 768-3457 April 30—May 2, 2004, Kenora, Ont. (807) 467-4639
bR B 2R NINTH ANNUAL ESQUAO AWARDS
(gg;‘g&%g; | May 6, 2004, Edmonton, Alta. 1-877-471-2171
. 14 16 17 18 19 20 INCLUDEYOUR EVENT BY
Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday FAX (780) 455-7639 or E-MAIL edwind@ammsa.com
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

TORONTO

The racist statements made by
police officers, captured on tape
and shown to the Canadian pub-
lic on Jan. 20 on CBC’s The Na-
tional, may not be the worst of
the material under the control of
police authorities or the Ontario
government in regards to a fatal
shooting at Ipperwash Provincial
Park in September 1995.

The tape, referred to as Tape 6,
was the subject of an access to
information request and was re-
leased to the CBC after along and
complex fight against Ontario
government officials who at-
tempted to block its release.

On it, two Ontario Provincial
Police officers posing as television
reporters at a Native land claim
protest recorded the following
exchange:

“Is there still a lot of press down there,”
one OPP officer asked.

“No, theres no one down there. Just a
great big, fat f**k Indian,” replied
the other.

“The camerass rolling, eh?”

“We had this planned, you know. We
thought if we could get five or six cases
of Labatts 50, we could bait them.”
“Yeah.”

“Then wed have this bignet at a pir.”
“Creative thinking.”

“Works in the South with water-
melon.”

The recording was made just
hours before OPP Acting Sgt.
Kenneth Deane pulled the trig-
ger and fired shots that mortally
wounded 38-year-old Stoney
Point activist Dudley George who
was at the park Sept. 6, 1995 to
draw attention to a Native burial
ground on the site.

If that tape wasn’t disturbing
enough, there are others that have
yet to be disclosed, some of which
contain gaps that have been called
into question by Ontario Assist-
ant Information and Privacy
Commissioner (IPC) Tom
Mitchinson.

Mitchinson has been refereeing
a three-year battle between
Lynette Fortune, a freedom of in-
formation specialist with the
CBC investigative magazine show
fifth estate, and OPP and govern-
ment officials.

Fortune has waged a tireless
campaign to overcome the gov-
ernment’s attempts to block re-
lease of the photos and videos
taken by the OPP during the oc-
cupation of Ipperwash Provincial
Park.

On Dec. 23,2003, Mitchinson
directed the OPP and the On-
tario ministry of the solicitor gen-
eral (now called the Ministry of
Community Safety and Correc-
tional Services) to explain gaps in
several tapes and other problems
with disclosure of evidence.

Mitchinson mentioned four
videotapes, all recorded by an
OPP camera located at a mainte-
nance shed at the park.

A total of 45 seconds of Main-

Dudley George

tenance Tape 8 and 40 seconds

from Maintenance Tape 9 are

missing, he wrote.

Mitchinson also ordered OPP
Superintendent Dunn to explain
“why some maintenance tapes
contain both audio and video
footage, . . . while others have
only video.”

He also demanded to know
“why, even when the tapes con-
tain audio, the audio footage is
not constant (e.g., there is no au-
dio on Maintenance Tape 8 from
the beginning to 12:39:53, and
on Maintenance Tape 10 from
2:05:43 to the end.)”

He also demanded that Dunn
explain “why, although the vari-
ous videotapes were described as
original copies, Maintenance
Tape 9 begins with footage that
is time-coded as 23:03:54 (the
start time for Maintenance Tape
10), only to be interrupted and
re-started at the correct time of
16:56:43” and “why Mainte-
nance Tape 7 ends with the time-
code at 10:38:42 and Mainte-
nance Tape 8 begins with the
time-code at 10:46:33, and why
footage for the time period
10:38:43 to 10:46:32 is not con-
tained on either of these
videotapes.”

That last observation means that
a period of almost eight minutes
could be missing from the tapes.

Windspeaker e-mailed a list of
questions to the IPC with the in-
tent of clarifying whether the in-
formation commissioner had a
specific reason to be concerned
that evidence had been destroyed
or whether he was simply carry-
ing out a routine inquiry.

“We don’t speak to appeals that
are still before us,” said Bob
Spence, the communications co-
ordinator for the IPC.

Fortune filed a request under
Ontario’s Freedom of Informa-
tion and Protection of Privacy Act
requesting access to all video and
photographic evidence recorded
by the OPP at Ipperwash Provin-
cial Park from Sept. 5 to 7, 1995.

In response to that request the
ministry identified a number of
videotapes and photographs that
fell into that category, and denied
access to all of them. Fortune and
lawyers for the CBC appealed.
One set of videos and photos,
called Category 4 evidence by the
IPC, consists of police surveil-
lance video. Originally the gov-
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Pierre George

ernment claimed the videos were
protected from disclosure by a
criminal code warrant. Later, that
was found to be untrue.

Mitchinson ordered the mate-
rial released. The province fought
back.

“The ministry brought an ap-
plication for judicial review of my
decision. The appellant also
brought an application for judicial
review, seeking the immediate dis-
closure of the Category 4 records,”
he wrote in his Dec. 23 order.
“Both of these judicial review ap-
plications were subsequently aban-
doned. In the case of the minis-
try’s application, the reason for
abandoning was that there are no
warrants to support the criminal
code arguments.”

Mitchinson then cracked the
whip. He demanded and received
a number of sworn statements (af-
fidavits) from the ministry to en-
sure that all the evidence requested
was being turned over and to ex-
plain the government’s behavior.

Mitchinson demanded answers
on what he called the govern-
ment’s “non-compliance with cer-
tain provisions” of an order he had
issued.

“Why [had] I been provided
with inaccurate information
throughout my inquiries,” he
asked. He questioned “why addi-
tional records were identified at
this late stage” as well as “the ad-
equacy of the ministry’s search for
all responsive records.”

One specific area of questioning
stands out.

“On Maintenance Tape 9, there
is a section of approximately 20
seconds (18:32:20 to 18:32:40)
where the audio portion of the
tape is not audible. What is the
explanation for this?” the assistant
information commissioner asked
the OPP and ministry.

The ministry’s initial response
was: “This is a technical problem
and the OPP are attempting to get
the audio enhanced.”

Mitchinson reported that the
ministry later provided a floppy disk
that contained “the enhanced ver-
sion of the portion of the video.”

“I reviewed the ‘enhanced version’
provided by the ministry, but the
20 second portion is still inaudible,”
he reported. “I gave the ministry an
opportunity to provide any addi-
tional explanation . . . but have re-
ceived no further correspondence
from the ministry on this issue.”

=s Windspeaker =

Murray Klippenstein

Mitchinson went on to say:
“In my view, the answer pro-
vided by the ministry . . . does
not adequately explain the ab-
sence of audio for 20 seconds in
the middle of a taped telephone
conversation. Accordingly, I will
include a provision in this in-
terim order requiring the minis-
try to provide me with an affi-
davit explaining this audio gap
in detail,” he wrote on Dec. 23.

Mitchinson said he viewed
and/or listened to the original
video and audiotapes to make
sure the missing audio wasn’t
caused by the loss of quality that
comes when originals are copied.
While doing so, he said, he
found the gaps in the other three
tapes and the inconsistent time
codes on others.

“In my view, these issues need .

to be addressed by the ministry
in order to satisfy me that I have
been provided with access to all
of the various responsive records
identified to this point by the
ministry. Accordingly, I will in-
clude a provision in this interim
order requiring the ministry to
provide me with affidavit evi-
dence explaining these apparent
discrepancies,” he wrote.

Pierre George drove his
brother Dudley to the hospital
the night he was shot. He and
his sister were arrested at the
hospital and charged with at-
tempted murder, charges that
were later dropped.

He said the CBC television re-
port proved what he had been
claiming all along, that OPP of-
ficers behaved in a racist man-
ner at Ipperwash.

“T've been stressing this all
along, eh? The racist comments
and all,” he told Windspeaker.

Pierre assisted Fortune with
the task of finding all the occu-
piers who were captured on the
released OPP video so they could
waive their privacy rights to al-
low the videotapes to be released
to the media.

He rejected the apologies that
were issued by the OPP and the
OPP officer’s association after
the video was aired.

“This needs more than an
apology. These people need to be
brought out into the open be-
cause of their behavior,” he said.

George said there have been
too many questionable incidents
involving police and First Na-

tions people. He believes, as Na-
tional Chief Phil Fontaine has
argued, that a systemic review of
police/Aboriginal relations needs
to be conducted.

“When you look at what’s go-
ing on in Saskatoon and other
communities, it’s time for things
to change,” he said.

Lawyer Murray Klippenstein
represents Pierre’s brother Sam
George. Sam George has led the
family’s fight for a public inquiry
into the death of their brother.
They dropped their wrongful
death lawsuit against the police
and government when newly
elected Ontario Premier Dalton
McGuinty called an inquiry,
which is expected to begin in Sep-
tember.

Klippenstein and Sam George
both told the media that the OPP
apology sounded hollow.

“The police tapes with the re-
ally poisonous racist comments
have only come out eight years
after the shooting, after eight
years of them being buried with
the police and previous govern-
ment fighting with lots of lawyers
and lots of money to prevent their
exposure,” said Klippenstein. “So,
although the OPP immediately
apologized once these comments
hit the news, it’s a bit dubious
when the apology comes after all
the cover-up attempts.”

He was asked if he now sus-
pected there was a racial motiva-
tion for the shooting of Dudley
George.

“When you look at the com-
ments that were made and try and
understand where they could
have come from, you see talk of
baiting Indians and trapping
them with pits and nets. It’s al-
most like talking about Indians
as animals. And then the talk
moves to the watermelon symbol
and you wonder how the heck
that jump was made and -what
was in those minds to make that
jump,” he replied. “Talking about
Indians with animal and slavery
metaphor puts other people in a
category below you and makes it
OK or at least less horrific to
think about shooting and killing
them. It certainly makes it OK
to take their legitimate land claim
grievance less seriously.”

Pierre George wondered about
the gaps in the other tapes. He
reasoned that, if the tape with the
racist comments was not erased,
then the content of the other
tapes must be worse than what
we've seen already.

Klippenstein said witnesses
have reported that a threat was
made against Dudley George be-
fore he was shot.

“At least one witness statement
said that just hours before
Dudley’s shooting a police officer
pointed at Dudley and said,
‘Dudley, you'll be the first.” These
police tapes also have an air of
going after the Indians like ani-
mals and makes the kind of de-
liberate threat of personal directed
violence seem something that
might well have happened,” the
lawyer said.
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CALGAF

The Canadian governmen
official position that it won’t cor
pensate for the loss of langua
and culture of those who attend
Indian residential schools is u
der attack from all sides.

Lawyer Vaughn Marshall
Calgary represents resident;
school survivors in southern /
berta. He and other lawyers 2
working to expose what they s
as a self-serving and ultimate
indefensible stance by the fede
Crown.

Marshall briefed a two-day «
ganizational meeting held
Calgary involving a number
prominent residential school st
vivors on Jan. 12 and 13.

The group consisted of Chi
Robert Joseph and Sharon Thi
of British Columbia’s First N
tions Summit residential scho
unit; Mike Cachagee and Shirl
Horn of the Shingwauk survivc
group based in Sault Ste. Mar;
Ont.; Ray Mason and Mel Sw:
of Manitoba’s Spirit Wind sur
vors group; Ted Quewezance,
former Keeseekoose First Natic
chief who advises the nation
chief of the Assembly of Fir
Nations on residential school ;
Sués; Yvonne Stiel, special adv
sor to the AFN on residenti
schools, and Dolly Creighton an
Gerri Many Fingers of the Bloc
Tribe in Alberta.

All gathered to formulate a pl:
to start up a national organizatic
that will represent former st
dents who want a voice at tl
national level.

The Assembly of First Nation
specialist on residential school i
sues, Basil Quewezance, an
former Manitoba vice chief Ke
Young, now a legal advisor to tt
national chief, also attended.

Marshall and Phil Lane, Jr., ir
térnational co-ordinator of th
Lethbridge, Alta.-based Fou
Worlds International Institute fc
Human and Community Deve
opment, were invited to speak t
the group.

Lane said the government wi
only be making trouble for itsel
if the language and culture issue
are not addressed.

“If they don’t address them
these issues will be monument:
and they’ll end up spending ton
more money.”

He said he was approachec
about becoming one of the 3:
alternative dispute resolutior
(ADR) adjudicators that will de
cide on compensation for survi
vors who opt not to pursue thei
claims in court. After careful con
sideration, he refused. Lane saic
advice from Elders made the de.
cision easy.

“They said don’t take that jot
because if you do you will gc
down in history as one of the de-

stroyers-of our people,” he said.

He pointed out that almost
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

CALGARY

The Canadian government’s
official position that it won't com-
pensate for the loss of language
and culture of those who attended
Indian ‘residential schools is un-
der attack from all sides.

Lawyer Vaughn Marshall of
Calgary represents residential
school survivors in southern Al-
berta. He and other lawyers are
working to expose what they see
as a self-serving and ultimately
indefensible stance by the federal
Crown.

Marshall briefed a two-day or-
ganizational meeting held in
Calgary involving a number of
prominent residential school sur-
vivors on Jan. 12 and 13.

The group consisted of Chief
Robert Joseph and Sharon Thira
of British Columbia’s First Na-
tions Summit residential school
unit; Mike Cachagee and Shirley
Horn of the Shingwauk survivors
group based in Sault Ste. Marie,
Ont.; Ray Mason and Mel Swan
of Manitoba’s Spirit Wind survi-
vors group; Ted Quewezance, a
former Keeseekoose First Nation
chief who advises the national
chief of the Assembly of First
Nations on residential school is-
sués; Yvonne Stiel, special advi-
sor to the AFN on residential
schools, and Dolly Creighton and
Gerri Many Fingers of the Blood
Tribe in Alberta.

All gathered to formulate a plan
to start up a national organization
that will represent former stu-
dents who want a voice at the
national level.

The Assembly of First Nations’
specialist on residential school is-
sues, Basil Quewezance, and
former Manitoba vice chief Ken
Young, now a legal advisor to the
national chief, also attended.

Marshall and Phil Lane, Jr., in--

térnational co-ordinator of the
Lethbridge, Alta.-based Four
Worlds International Institute for
Human and Community Devel-
opment, were invited to speak to
the group.

Lane said the government will
only be making trouble for itself
if the language and culture issues
are not addressed.

“If they don’t address them,
these issues will be monumental
and they’ll end up spending tons
more money.”

He said he was approached
about becoming one of the 32
alternative dispute resolution
(ADR) adjudicators that will de-
cide on compensation for survi-
vors who opt not to pursue their
claims in court. After careful con-
sideration, he refused. Lane said
advice from Elders made the de-
cision €asy.

“They said don’t take that job
because if you do you will go
down in history as one of the de-
stroyers of our people,” he said.

He pointed out that almost

Vaughn Marshall

$800 million has been set aside
to administer the Office of Indian
Residential Schools Resolution
Canada, the federal department
tasked with operating the ADR
process, and yet only about 30
people across the country have
signed up for ADR.

Marshall sees an opportunity to
embarrass the government into
listening.

“With ADR not catching on as
the government had hoped and
with an election coming in April,
this is an opportune time for pub-
licity,” he said.

The lawyer said the certifica-
tion of the Baxter class action
case, which seeks to get a mam-
moth claim for culture and lan-
guage loss in front of a judge, will
apply even more pressure.

“Everything that pushes Baxter
closer to certification puts more
pressure on the government,” he
said. “Our sources in government
say they are scared of Baxter. Cer-
tification is loading the rifle.”

Mr. Justice Warren K. Winkler,
the Ontario Superior Court judge
who is presiding over the certifi-
cation hearings, has said that cer-
tification seems inevitable.
Marshall said that will be the kill-
ing blow for the government’s
position.

“Loss of culture claims have
been misunderstood by govern-
ment,” he said.

He has enlisted the aid of re-
spected U.S. academic George D.
Spindler, professor emeritus of
education and anthropology at
Stanford University to make that
point.

“Dr. Spindler says the loss of
culture in the schools meant there
was a loss of the ability to imprint
in their brains. That imprinting
is what allows them to lead suc-
cessful lives,” said Marshall.

As the meeting began, Ted
Quewezance took on the matter
of being a survivor and a politi-
cian at the same time. Although
the AFN has agreed to work with
the Office of Indian Residential
Schools Resolution Canada,
Quewezance admitted the office’s
alternative dispute resolution
process has been causing concern.

“I have a major, major concern
with the [ADR] adjudication
process,” he said. “It’s a touchy
area. Is it right for us as survivors
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Dolly Creighton

to be telling our leaders it’s a right
process? It's a wrong process. The
national chief said it’s a start and
I guess it is. They say they're go-
ing to start with the sick and eld-
erly and that’s probably a good
thing. I've got Elders in their 80s
that are so sick and tired of wait-
ing. They’re already planning
their deaths and they want some-
thing.”

Although he has dealt with the
sexual abuse he experienced from
age five to 11 at school and has
moved past the anger,
Quewezance said he has another
major problem with the history
that he can’t just put behind him.

“From the 18th century on-
wards, the government tried to do
away with us,” he said. “How do
you forgive that?”

He said he had a responsibility
to advise the national chief and
wondered what he should say.

“I ask every one of you in this
room. Are we selling out here? To
be honest, I am compromising
the survivors if I go out and sell
this [ADR] program 100 per cent
because I know deep in my heart
that the government is not deal-
ing with the real, real issues.
There is a total flaw in the proc-
ess,” he said.

Survivors are incensed that the
government is saying publicly it’s
prepared to atone for and deal with
the sins of the past when it refuses
to even look at the harm that might
be the most damaging and cost the
most to compensate.

Creighton advocated a bottom-
up approach for the new organi-
zation. She suggested that a mini-
mal charge—$10 was the figure
she used—for a membership fee
would give the members a sense
of ownership. It would also be a
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to right) Melvin Swan, Ray Mason and Ted Quewezance.

symibol of the survivors giving
consent to the organization to
talk on their behalf.

As the group members worked
to anticipate potential trouble
spots and suggest possible solu-
tions that would help the new
organization avoid them, a lot of
issues got kicked around.

There are a number of survi-
vor groups operating independ-
ently across the country. Some
group members suggested those
groups would not consent to be
governed by a national body. The
group seemed to come to a con-
sensus that the local organizations
must have input into the regional
organizations that would make
up the national organization.

The issue of funding was also
raised.

Ted Quewezance said many
band councils and tribal councils
get government funding to deal
with residential school issues. They
might see a new organization as a
threat to that funding, he said.

“Would we be taking funding
away from anybody? Probably
not. But that’s the way the feds
operate. You all know that,” he
said.

“Yeah,” said Ray Mason.
“They’ll just cut the pie smaller.”

Ted Quewezance pointed out
that Indian Residential Schools
Canada hasa $1.7 billion budget.

“They spent $47 million in
nine months and do you think we
can get a dime out of them?” he
asked.

Ken Young briefed the meeting
on other recent developments.

He mentioned the latest appeal
in the Blackwater case that de-
cided the government was 100
per cent responsible for the sexual
abuse experienced by students at
the Port Alberni Indian Residen-
tial School. Since the government
has announced that it will pay
only 70 per cent of settlements
and leave victims to collect the
remaining 30 per cent from the
churches “the ADR has to be
changed” to comply with that
court decision, Young said.

Young told the group the AFN
was not blind to the limitations
of the ADR process.

“We know it’s bad but we need
to get on with the claims of the
elderly and the sick,” he said.

Young said the Anglican church

had $25 million set aside to pay
compensation and that the Presby-
terian church had set aside $2.3
million. Conversations between
AFN and church officials had led
him to believe that that money
would be made available to survi-
vors even if the court ruling in
Blackwater stands, he said, adding
that the United and Catholic
churches have not set aside money
nor made similar promises.

Young said the “quite lengthy”
56-page application form re-
quired to enter the ADR process
required the training of people to
assist the survivors in filling the
forms out.

He would have liked to see a
central process to train those peo-
ple that was controlled by the
AFN but the government had
farmed out contracts to groups
around the country. The group
worried that the jobs created in
this process would not go to Na-
tive people.

Young was hopeful that new
Justice Minister Irwin Cotler
would see the wisdom in not ap-
pealing the Blackwater ruling to
the Supreme Court. He said Uni-
versity of Calgary law professor
Kathleen Mahoney, a former
AFN legal advisor and current
board member of the Centre for
Rights and Democracy, had been
lobbying Cotler, a respected in-
ternational human rights lawyer
and law professor at McGill Uni-
versity before he entered federal
politics, to not appeal the case.

“Irwin Cotler of all people
should understand our position,”
Young said.

The group worked out the de-
tails of selecting an interim board,
which will then be able to over-
see the establishment of the or-
ganization. Each region will have
representation, and protocols for
working with the national Métis
and Inuit political organizations
will be developed.

Cachagee volunteered to be the
one to receive applications from
those interested in being consid-
ered for an interim board posi-
tion. He is ‘the director of the
Shingwauk Alumni Council. His
mailing address is 1520 Queen
Street East, Sault Ste. Marie, ON,
PGA 2G4.

The group's next meeting is

March 2 and 3 in Winnipeg.
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- C19,C-6live on desplt chietfs’' objections

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

EDMONTON

The newly appointed Indian
Affairs minister chose a speech to a
university Native Studies class as
the vehicle to announce he will
push forward with most of his
predecessor’s legislative agenda.

Minister Andy Mitchell was
speaking to students at the Univer-
sity of Alberta in Edmonton on Jan.
21. While Mitchell restated Prime
Minister Paul Martin's announce-
ment that Bill C-7, the First Na-
tions governance act, was dead, he
also said he would push on with
the financial institutions act (C-19)
and the independent claims body
legislation (C-6), as well as the
Westbank and Tlichco (Dogrib)
self-government agreements.

“I will be seeking to have [C-19]
reinstated when Parliament
resumes,” he said. “I see this as an
issue separate and apart from the
governance legislation which we
will not be moving forward as I
mentioned, but rather as an oppor-
tunity to provide tools to First Na-
tions that will allow them to pur-
sue development opportunities in
their individual communities. C-
19, as you may know, was devel-
oped through the type of collabo-
rative approach that I believe is
necessary with First Nations and
other Aboriginal Canadians being
very much involved in the devel-
opment process.”

The fact that the bill is optional
seems to be what convinced the
new minister to give it new life.

“The other thing that I think is
critical about C-19 is there is the
opportunity to either opt in or to
stay out. Again, based on my philo-
sophical approach of ensuring the
communities have an opportunity
to approach their needs in the way
that they think best, this legislation
will give them the opportunity to

Andy Mitchell

utilize the tools when they make
sense to their community. Or not
to if it is their view that these tools
don’t make any sense,” Mitchell
said.

When it came to C-6, the spe-
cific claims resolution act, Mitchell
made a number of promises, which
included the review requirement of
the act after three years, and allow-
ing First Nation members to par-
ticipate in the process in making
claims commission appointments.

He also said this about the
compenstation cap currently set
out in the legislation:

“There’s been some concern that
that limit may be problematic in
terms of achieving a just and fair
settlement in terms of some of these
claims. I've made a commitment
and I'm making a commitment
that we will monitor jointly how
that limit may or may not inhibit
the process. If we find that diffi-
culties are arising on specific claims
then we will have to move to deal
with changing that amount,”
Mitchell said.

Six Nations of the Grand River
Chief Roberta Jamieson chaired the
former Assembly of First Nations
administration’s implementation
committee, a group of chiefs and
technicians that fought the Nault
legislative agenda on Parliament

Roberta Jamieson

Hill.

“I start to ask myself who is ad-
vising the minister and do the com-
ments . . . represent the direction
the Paul Martin government is go-
ing to take?” she asked. “I under-
stood from the prime minister’s
statements coming in that he was
listening to the First Nations' lead-
ership, he had heard us certainly
on C-7 and that he was looking for
a new relationship that didn't have
the kind of poisoned environ-
ment—that’s his phrase, not mine,
poisoning the well.”

She said the new Indian Affairs
minister was accepting part of a leg-
islative package that has been
roundly rejected by a majority of
First Nation leaders.

“What they need to understand
is that C-19 and C-6 are part of an
entire suite of legislation, a part of
a direction that has been clearly
rejected by the chiefs in assembly
for good reasons. I think he’s get-
ting very poor advice, and at this
point I'm looking to the Prime
Minister’s Office to clarify what is
the direction that government is
taking in its relationship with First
Nations.”

Jamieson said there’s a good
chance the protests on Parliament
Hill will resume if the minister
doesn't rethink his announcement.

“Well, I can tell you that the op-
position of chiefs right across the
country is strong to C-6 and to C-
19. If C-6 proceeds . . . I've been
encouraged that it hasn’t been pro-
claimed . . . what theyll be doing
is putting into place a system that
lacks independence and thus cred-
ibility. It will be institutionalizing
delay, artificially limiting claims
and putting the claims settlement
process into the next century. I can't
believe that that’s what the Prime
Minister has in mind,” she said.

Jamieson was not reassured by
Mitchell’s promises regarding the
specific claims legistation.

“No. If you look at the legisla-
tion you see the legislation is fun-
damentally flawed. And promises
to behave in a way that insures the
independence of this commission
are best delivered by amending the
legislation. It’s very clear this body
is appointed by, responsible to, ac-
countable to the government of the
day against whom the claims are
lodged. No implementation plan
can correct those fundamental
flaws. It also tells me that there’s a
lack of understanding of some of
the things that are in the bill that
fundamentally change the current
situation,” she said. “The current
commission can do inquiries. That
ability will be lost under the new
bill. So there are still important
pieces that need to be addressed.
It’s taking away some of the exist-
ing power and its institutionaliz-
ing the ability of the minister to de-
lay indefinitely responding to the
validity of a claim. That can't be
fixed in process of implementa-
tion.”

Some technicians have said that
C-19 limits the possibilities for First
Nations at future negotiating ta-
bles, that it sets the bar too low and
in effect extinguishes the future
hopes of First Nations. Jamieson
said she would not use the word
extinguishment to describe the
minister’s first major decision, but

she does believe C-19 works for the

government’s interests and against
the interests of First Nations.

“The concept of national insti-
tutions like this that really promote
taxation, promote municipaliza-
tion, do not support recognition of
inherent right. They are taking our
people down a whole different path
and if some First Nations want to
walk that path, that’s up to them.
But the chiefs in assembly have said
repeatedly, “That’s not the path we
want to walk.” We want to walk the
path of fiscal transfers, government
to government relationships. That’s
the kind of path that's much more
in tune with the original relation-
ship that we signed on for with the
Crown. That's the bit of homework
that we need to get back to and
these kind of shiny objects, these
institutions, are diversions from the
main agenda,” she said.

National Chief Phil Fontaine did
not dismiss Mitchell's announce-
ment as whole-heartedly as
Jamieson.

“There are some positive as-
pects to the minister’s announce-
ment, in particular giving prior-
ity to implementing two impor-
tant self-government agreements
and his willingness to work with
First Nations to address our con-
cerns regarding the specific claims
resolution act,” Fontaine said.
“But we are concerned by the
minister’s statement that he plans
to proceed with Bill C-19, which
has been rejected by the Assem-
bly of First Nations.”

Although Fontaine wrote a let-
ter supporting C-19 shortly after
he was elected, he was directed by
the chiefs in assembly at Squamish,
B.C. not to speak in support of the
bill.

“If the minister plans to pursue
Bill C-19, it should be revised so
that it specifically and explicitly
only applies to those First Nations
who want to sign on to the legisla-
tion. We will not stand in the way
of those First Nations who want to

pursue Bill C-19.”
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\Email: nutritionalpathways @ ericshirt.com ¢ URL: www.ericshirt.col
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Chiefs a

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer
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Chiefs angry at b hardball government tactics

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

VANCOUVER

Indigenous nations across Brit-
ish Columbia rushed as one to file
statements of claim related to
Aboriginal title. Word was out
that the province would attempt
to extinguish outstanding Abo-
riginal title claims by invoking the
statute of limitations on the
Delgamuukw decision of 1997.

December 11, 2003 was the
sixth anniversary of the decision
in which the Supreme Court of
Canada acknowledged Aboriginal
title to unceded land in the prov-
ince. By Dec. 10, a flurry of court
documents were filed for title
claims that remained unresolved,
in case a court somewhere bought
into the government’s strategy.

First Nations technicians were
alerted that the government-had
raised the limitations argument in
the Haida Aboriginal title case
that’s currently being litigated.
The Haida are seeking compensa-
tion for the damage done to their
lands by development undertaken
without their consent. The prov-
ince raised the limitations argu-
ment in its statement of defence.

Lawyers representing First Na-
tions throughout B.C. have ar-
gued that there was no recogni-
tion at law that Aboriginal title
existed until the Delgamuukw
decision and that the limitations
clock wouldn’t have started tick-
ing until that day. Since claims
against the Crown must be filed
within six years, the lawyers advised
that all nations with unresolved
Aboriginal title claims should file
writs with the court by Dec. 10 to
keep their claims alive.

Chief Stewart Phillip, president
of the Union of British Colum-
bia Indian Chiefs, strongly con-
demned the idea of invoking the
limitations defence against Abo-

riginal title claims as “wholly in-
appropriate.”

“The province should not try
to retain through limitations
defenses what they have illegally
taken from First Nations. Either
we negotiate the reconciliation of
the assertion of Crown sover-
eignty with our pre-existence or
we litigate it. But to try to pre-
vent justice from being done
through the application of statu-
tory limitations defences is down-
right dishonorable,” he said.

Chief Ervin Charleyboy, the
Tsilhqot'in National Government
tribal chairman, responded to gov-
ernment hardball tactics with a
high hard one of his own. He is-
sued a communiqué warning re-
source companies that provincial
licences would not be recognized
on Chilcotin land.

“These permits and various
tenures that the province of Brit-
ish Columbia resource ministries
are issuing to you do not give you
legal access to our land or use of
our resources,” Charleyboy told
the resource companies and com-
mercial recreation operators.
“They do not give you ‘certainty’
or any other right of access or any
suggestion of ‘ownership.’ No, in
fact they do quite the opposite.
So to avoid outright insult to, and

“The province should
not try to retain through
limitations defenses
what they have illegally
taken from First Nations

. 10 try to prevent
justice from being done
through the application
of statutory limitations

defenses is downright

dishonorable.”
—Stewart Phillip

confrontation with, the
Tsilhgot’in people who have Abo-
riginal title to our land base, it is
necessary to come to terms with
our policies and terms of access
to our territory and its resources.
Failure to do so will be regarded
as trespass and, in the case of re-
source removal, theft.”

The Chilcotin lands, in the
B.C. Interior near Williams Lake,
have been posted with no tres-
passing signs.

Also in the sights of the prov-
ince’s First Nations leaders is the
federal government. At a meet-
ing of First Nations organizations
on Jan. 21 in Burnaby, a new or-
ganization was formed to take on
the Canada Customs and Rev-
enue Agency (CCRA).

On-reserve Native commercial
fishermen are claiming they’re
being pursued by the tax man
even though the Indian Act gives

them the right to be tax exempt.
“We have had it with being har-

assed and threatened, with being

pushed to the point of economic
genocide. We have never sold or
surrendered our rights and title.
Every Aboriginal person in B.C.
will stand side by side and fight
for our social, cultural and eco-
nomic survival,” said Edwin
Newman, chairman of the newly

of this conference is Grantsmanship.

documents.

Tribal Leadership Conference
Date and time to be announced

This is the first conference in a series of workshop/
conferences to be held on tribal leadership. The specific focus

Native Language Preservation Workshop

April 26-29, 2004: Albuquerque, New Mexico

This workshop for Native and non-Native educators, language
teachers, tribal/band members, etc. trains participants in the
strategies for teaching language immersion.

Researching & Writing Tribal/Band Histories Workshops
May 5-7, 2004: Rama, Ontario, Canada

May 31-June 4, 2004: Ignacio, Colorado

This workshop is designed to train tribal/band people, as well
as other researchers in critical thinking, identification and
evaluation of written materials, especially unpublished

ADVANCED Researching & Writing Tribal/Band Histories
May 10 - 11, 2004: Rama, Ontario, Canada

This workshop is designed for the continuation training of
tribal/band people, as well as other researchers, who have
previously attended our Researching & Writing Tribal/Band

THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA
AMERICAN INDIAN INSTITUTE
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Indian Tribes of the United States and F/rst Nations of Canada"

UPCOMING EVENTS

Histories Workshop. It will advance the special techniql_Jes
gained by participants in researching, collecting oral histories,
and organizing and compiling information into written form.

9" National Conference on Gifted/Exceptional

Education for Native People

June 13-17, 2004: San Diego, California

The only one of its kind in the Nation, this gathering of
participants from the continental United States, Hawaii,
Alaska, and Canada is dedicated to examining the challenge
of providing appropriate education for exceptional Native |

children and youth.
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formed B.C. First Nations Taxa-
tion Rights Alliance.

Newman told Windspeaker the
federal government has ruled that
fishing does not take place on re-
serve and therefore is not tax.ex-
empt. He argues that coastal re-
serves are tiny, thata small land base
was reserved for First Nation com-
munities that relied on fishing as
their main source for food because
they spent most of their time at sea.
Now they’re being punished for
that government decision, he ar-
gued. And in some cases the gov-
ernment is going back several years
and imposing crippling tax bills on
Native fishermen.

After a meeting with several
senior representatives of CCRA
and 146 Aboriginal participants
from more than 50 organizations,
the Native Brotherhood of B.C.,
the Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs,
the First Nations Summit and
urban Aboriginal organizations
have agreed to callectively fight
for the protection of their historic
rights to exemption from taxa-
tion, Newman said.

“This Alliance of treaty and
non-treaty, river, coastal, interior
and inland Aboriginal peoples is
a powerful signal that our people
are beyond frustrated with gov-
ernment policies and actions that
attack and destroy Aboriginal
rights. Our people are suffering
too much and we need to end
that,” said Chris Cook, president
of the Native Brotherhood. “You
have all heard of Oka and Burnt
Church. Today we are giving no-
tice to the federal and provincial
governments, this is our Oka.”

Cook said an action plan has
been developed, a part of which
will be presented to the First Na-
tions Summit in March when a
request will be made to withdraw
from treaty discussions until this
taxation matter is addressed.

“Our Aboriginal rights are col-
lective and we will collectively

fight for them," said Chief Phillip.

"In this meeting and others [ have
attended, it is abundantly clear
that despite the best efforts of our
people, our Aboriginal rights and
title are not being respected and
our people continue to suffer in-
tolerably. This is a pivotal time for
Aboriginal peoples to take what-
ever action is required to change
that.”

Shawn Atleo, Assembly of First
Nations B.C. vice chief, has noted
with concern the rising frustra-
tion levels among First Nations.

“T agree the potential exists for
trouble in B.C. over a number of
issues. The current B.C. Liberal
government has been in office
now over two years and it seems
that, especially with today’s cabi-
net shuffle, we are constantly
faced with a need to help senior
politicians in this province to
understand the historical and cur-
rent issues faced by First Na-
tions,” he said Jan: 26. “Whether
it is B.C.’s attempt to impose
limitations law or their failure to
consult and accommodate First
Nations interests adequately
through policy that recognizes
and respects First Nations rights
and title, First Nations are in
many cases frustrated and are just
implementing self-government in
order to protect their rights and
title or negotiating royalties, rev-
enue sharing [or] compensation
direct with resource companies.”

Recent events have brought dis-
parate groups together, Atleo said.

“While B.C. First Nations are
very diverse with many distinct
languages and expressions of cul-
ture, the Elders tell us our teach-
ings are the same, and in topics

like forestry through the B.C.-
wide Title and Rights Alliance,
First Nations in B.C. have shown
the willingness to work together
and it is by working together on
issues of common concern that
First Nations can succeed in the
advancement of self-determina-
tion for their communities.”
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Aboriginal candidates beat at Liberal door

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

A half dozen or more high pro-
file Aboriginal people have an-
nounced they intend to run for the
federal Liberals in the next election,
expected this spring.

Assembly of First Nations On-
tario Vice-chief Charles Fox has
now officially thrown his hat into
the ring in the Kenora riding. He
will have to knock off veteran MP
(and former Indian Affairs minis-
ter) Robert Nault if he wishes to
represent the Liberals there.

Windspeaker obtained a letter,
written by Barry Christoff, presi-
dent of the Aborjginal Peoples Lib-
eral Commission-Ontario
(APLCO ), that informs Karl Lit-
tler, the party’s Ontario campaign
director, that Fox and Métis Na-
tion of Ontario senior policy ana-
lyst Hank Rowlinson will attempt
to become Liberal candidates.
Christoff referred to one other po-
tential candidate in this letter who
he did not name.

Rowlinson hopes to represent the
Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing
riding. His wife Loma Mathias,
former co-star of APTN’s Cook-
ing with the Wolfman, is the vice-
president of communications of
the APLCO.

Christoff is a member of the As-
sembly of First Nations’ legal staff.
He uses the AEN main number as
part of his contact information on
his APLCO letterhead. AFN com-
munication’s director Don Kelly
said there was no policy in place
that forbids employees from get-
ting involved in outside politics.
There was no comment regard-
ing the specific use of the organi-
zation's number on official
APLCO letterhead.

There could, however, be con-
cerns over sitting AFN chiefs hold-
ing party memberships. In a 1986

Chris Shade: Prepared to take
on the Conservatives in
southern Alberta.

resolution, the AFN resolved thata
First Nation spokesperson or repre-
sentative "shall not" be a member
of a non-First Nation political party.

In early December, former
Kamloops Indian Band chief
Bonnie Leonard announced her in-
tention to run as a Liberal.

In early January, former
Keeseekoose First Nation chief Ted
Quewezance told Windspeaker that
he will take on Garry Breitkreuz,
the Official Opposition critic for
firearms and property rights, in the
Yorkton-Melville riding in Sas-
katchewan.

Quewezance said he expected lit-
tle difficulty in becoming the Lib-
eral candidate in that riding. He also
said he believes he can beat
Breitkreuz, although he conceded it
would be a tough battle.

Blood Tribe Chief Chris Shade,
while speaking at a Liberal Party
gathering in Edmonton on Jan. 17,
told Windspeaker he has stepped
down as Treaty 7 grand chief to run
for the Liberals in southern Alberta.
He also will have to beat a former
Alliance candidate (now Conserva-
tive Party of Canada) to earn the
right to sit as an MP

Prime Minister Paul Martin let
it be known he wants more Abo-
riginal candidates for his party and
many Aboriginal people are now
working to give the new PM what
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Joe Dion: Confident he'll do
well in a riding with a
substantial Native population.

he wants.

Shade said he was asked to run
shortly after he met Paul Martin
last year.

In Manitoba, Norway House
First Nation Chief Ron Evans is
seeking the Liberal nomination in
the riding of Churchill. The nomi-
nation meeting is scheduled for
Feb. 10. He would take on Métis
NDP candidate Bev Desjarlais if
he is successful.

Oil and gas man Joe Dion, who
ran unsuccessfully against Phil
Fontaine for national chief in
1997, mirrored the enthusiasm of
the other candidates when he was

“asked what he believes his chances
are in Westlock-St. Paul, a new rid-
ing north of Edmonton. Dion
likes his chances in a riding where
there are six or seven reserves and
four Métis settlements.

“I think it’s a great riding for an
Aboriginal candidate,” he said.

The Kehewin First Nation
member was born and raised in the
area and, although he maintains
an office in Vancouver, has
longstanding ties to the region.
Dion is president of Frog Lake
Energy Corporation. The com-
pany is drilling wells and produc-
ing oil in northern Alberta. He
also provides consultation serv-
ices on oil and gas matters for
First Nations.

Will

Ted Quewezance:
compete to be a candidate in
Yorkton—Melville, Sask.

He believes the Liberals have a
chance to make some gains in
Western Canada and that Native
people who didn't vote at all be-
fore will vote for Aboriginal Lib-
eral candidates.

“I think there’s going to be quite
a movement. The First Nations
and the Métis, the Aboriginal com-
munities, are determined to get
their person in. We have to push
for the polls to be in the commu-
nities,” he said.

He was asked if it was possible
to establish federal polling places
on reserves, despite a long-held
objection from First Nations
communities in allowing this in
the past.

“I think so. The Aboriginal peo-
ples are one of the top priorities of
Paul Martin, so I think we should
be pushing to get polls on the re-
serves. It makes sense,” he said.

Native and non-Native people
alike are enthusiastic about the
change in Liberal leadership, Dion
said, and that will help a party that
has not had much success on the
Prairies in recent memory.

“He’s definitely wooing the
West, wooing the Aboriginal
vote, the Aboriginal folks. B
cleaning house the way he did,
by getting the Chrétien support-
ers out of the cabinet, there’s a
new face,” Dion said.

Robert Nault: Competing
against Charlie Fox, Assembly
of First Nations vice chief.

The candidate is busy meeting
with Aboriginal ledders to seek their
support.

“I am meeting with the chiefs
and the Métis leaders too. My pro-
tocol is to meet with the leaders
first. But after this, I'll be out there
meeting with the communities
themselves,” he said.

Dion believes the next step, now
that Aboriginal people are being
encouraged to run, is to have suc-
cessful Aboriginal candidates sitting
at the cabinet table.

“There has to be. There has to
be. 'm certainly pushing for one.
If I get elected, 'm Aboriginal, 1
know the field, I know the issues. |
can handle any of those portfolios.
So I'm definitely going to be push-
ing for it. I've even written him and
told him that. I said, ‘Look, if I'm
elected, I'mlooking for something.’
And he has to. He’s said he’s look-
ing for leadership that is cabinet
material,” Dion said.

Many Ottawa sources see the
next few months as a waiting pe-
riod. If Martin gets the mandate
to lead the country in the election,
sweeping changes to the way gov-
ernment operates are expected.
Dion sees it that way as well.

“I would think so. Paul Martin
is looking for show me, give me,
tell me what is. If T get in, T've got
some ideas,” he said.

All guest rooms include complimentary coffee/
tea, refrigerator, microwave, iron and ironing
board alarm clock and in-room safe.

100% Owned by Alberta Fzrst Nations
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WINGATE INN EDMONTON WEST
18220 - 100 Avenue, Edmonton, AB TS5S 2V2
Phone: 780-443-1000 * Fax: 780-443-0500

www.wingateinnedmonton.com
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SPIRIT OF OUR YOUTH HOMES INC.

Spirit of Our Youth Homes Inc. is an Aboriginal Agency

that provides support and accommodations to Aboriginal youth
and their families. We are currently hiring contract staff to
provide services in the communities surrounding Edmonton.
These services:

* Crisis Intervention * Family Support « Youth Work
* Homemaking ¢ Driving ¢« Group Care

PEOPLE OF ABORIGINAL DESCENT ARE ENCOURAGED TO APPLY

Please state your preference(s) when applying to: Derek Chewka, Executive Director
c/o Spirit of Our Youth Homes In¢c. 11516 - 95A Street Edmonton, Alberta TSH 1P5

PHONE: (780) 474-7140 FAX: (780) 474-3120 EMAIL: abyouth@telusplanet.net

2™ ANNUAL

MEDICINE WHEEL OF

SPORTS DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE

May 24, 25 anp 26, 2004
FantasyLanp Hoter, Ebmonton, ALBERTA

~ Rate: $375.00/person -
NEW! Group rate for 10 people:
$300.00 per person for a group of 10 + one free

For registration/conference information contact:
Tony Alexis, DASDF, at 780-967-4455
Email: dasdf@telus.net
Website: visions.ab.ca/mwsdc

« Celebrating our Aboriginal Partnerships »
Growing our future together

Marketing and manufacturing specialty forest products.
Divisions in BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan & Manitoba.
| www.tolko.com
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National
APTN at

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Meétis National Council Presi-
dent Clément Chartier has threat-
ened to oppose the renewal of the
Aboriginal Peoples Television Net-
work’s broadcasting license.

He did so in a letter written to
the APTN board of directors in
December. Chartier complained
about coverage of the MNC and
about the lack of Métis content
in the network’s programming.
APTN is scheduled to go before
the Canadian Radio-Telecommu-
nication Commission in 2007.
Chartier threatened to intervene
against renewal of APTN'’s broad-
cast license at those hearings.

A couple of things have raised
the ire of the MNC.

On the first day of the organiza-
tion’s annual general meeting last
October, Todd Lamironde, a Métis
reporter working for APTN Na-
tional News, produced a man-on-
the-street news story that suggested
grassroots Métis people had little
knowledge of or interest in the
Métis National Council election.

APTN sources say the day after
the report aired, the AGM was
closed to the press. They see a con-
nection between the story and the
closed doors, although the MNC
has denied any connection.

Windspeaker asked Miles
Morrisseau, the director of com-
munications for the MNC, to as-
SISt us In setting up an interview
with Chartier. We wanted to hear
his complaints first-hand.

“The leadership of the MNC
wrote to the board of directors of
the Aboriginal Peoples Television
Network to register concerns with
respect to APTN’s coverage of the
Métis Nation, on Dec. 2, 2003.
Rather than responding through
the media, the MNC hopes
APTN’s management and/or
board of directors will take the

time to professionally respond to -

the issues raised by the Métis Na-
tion in its letter,” Morrisseaus

Are You Ready For
A Challenge?

Life Skills Training Centres have
offered Life Skills Coach Training for
over 29 years, providing a unique
opportunity to work with people.
Sixteen weeks of extensive exper-
iential training develops skills in:
e Human Relations-Based
Counselling
e (Creative Problem Solving
e Family & Group Dynamics
e Process & Evaiuation of
Relationships
Graduates are employed as personal and
business coaches, addictions coun-
sellors, teacher assistants, family
management, mental health, justice and
corrections, group home and other
people related fields.
Life Skills
Training Centres (Canada) Ltd.

Call Toll Free Anytime
1-888-535-2888

ss\XWindspeaker ==

Register Now
Full-time & Part-time
courses available

[ news ]

council,
odds

wrote in an emailed response.
“At this time, we do want to
correct the suggestion that we
banned APTN’s reporters from
MNC events, that is not the
case. No one was banned from
covering the MNC assembly and
since the assembly we have ac-
commodated APTN with every
media request. We have no fur-
ther comment on this issue.”

APTN CEO Jean LaRose
told Windspeaker the letter dealt
with complaints about the tone
of the news coverage and then
defended his editorial staff. The
news show will continue to take
a critical look at all Aboriginal
and non-Aboriginal political or-
ganizations and Aboriginal lead-
ers are just going to have to get
used to it, he said.

“We have to make it well
known that we’re not going to
be the mouthpiece for any po-
litical organization,” he said.

LaRose admitted that APTN
could doa better job of provid-
ing programming with Métis
content. He committed to take
positive steps in that direction.

Later he e-mailed an additional
comment clarifying that position.

“If you quote me on the com-
mitment that I made to increase
Métis programming on APTN
and improve the presence of the
Métis Nation on the network,
please ensure that the quote re-
flects that this is a commitment
from the board of directors of
APTN as well as me,” he wrote.

LaRose said he has been in con-
tact with Ken Schaffer of
Metcom, a Métis television pro-
duction company that has se-
cured a licence from the CRTC
for a special Métis television net-
work, to talk about developing
Meétis programming for APTN.

There are not a lot of Métis
producers with the credentials
required to produce the kind of
shows APTN is looking for,
LaRose added, but he’s commit-
ted to doing what he can to cre-
ate opportunities and improve
the service APTN provides to
Métis viewers.

PERSONAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF HEARING
FOR PERMANENT
GUARDIANSHIP TO:
ROXANNE CREE

Take notice that on the 19" day of
February, 2004, at 9:30 am., a
hearing will take place in Courtroom
Number 441, Law Courts Building,
1A Sir Winston Churchill Square,
Edmonton, Alberta. A Director under
the Child Welfare Act, will make an
application for Permanent Guardian-
ship Order of your children, born on
June 8, 2000, and March 12, 2003 .

You are requested to be present at
the hearing. You have the right to be
represented by legal counsel. An
Order may be made in your
absence, and you have the right to
appeal the Order within 30 days from
the date the Order is made.

CONTACT: Sharon Ratfard
Edmonton and Area Child and
Family Services Authority
TELEPHONE NO: (780) 415-6016
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[ windspeaker confidenti

From her acclaimed role in her one-woman show,
the Velvet Devil, to her portrayal of Constable
Strongarm on the television series Moccasin Flats,
Andrea Menard has amply demonstrated her
abilities as a singer and actor. She will star in Drew
Hayden Taylor's play 400 Kilometres this May for
the Saskatchewan Native Theatre Company.

UTOMOTIVE

Credit Services

al ] Andrea Menard

Windspeaker: What one quality
do you most value in a friend?

Andrea Menard: Honesty. Abso-
lutely.

W: What is it that really makes

you mad?

A.M.: When I make an avoidable
mistake. I usually get more mad
at myself than other people.

W: When are you at your happi-

est?

AM.: When I am in my house
in front of my new fireplace with
my sweetie Marcel, and I have to
go to work that evening. It’s all
there. And my friends are com-
ing over for tea.

W: What one word best describes

you when you are at your worst?
A.M.: Frenetic.

W: What one person do you most
admire and why?

A.M.: Oh, I have a million. One
person? Jennifer Podemski. Be-
cause she is following her dream,
allowing herself to fly, but taking
her community with her. She’s
not forgetting where she comes
from and she’s providing work for
others and training others, and
thinking of the youth and the
people coming behind her.

W: What is the most difficult
thing you've ever had to do?

A.M.: When I was not in this arts
world, I had to go against the
grain. Because everyone seemed
to be going for this nine to five
job, the money every two weeks,
you know, a paycheque. And for
me, when I went against the grain
and knew that I would be walk-
ing into a different world, that
was probably one of the hardest
things I've ever done. Making the
artist’s life my life.

W: What is your greatest accom-
plishment?

A.M.: Changing unkind and un-
healthy beliefs about myself,
changing them into positive be-

liefs.

W: What one goal remains out of
reach?

A.M.: I guess for me, nothing re-
mains out of reach, because I'm a
patient person. I feel like what-
ever I really want or desire or go
for I will achieve.

W If you couldn’t do what you're
doing today, what would you be
doing?

A.M.: I seem to be doing every-
thing I want to be doing, you
know. I would have maybe been
a teacher, but I'm teaching now

Phone: 1-877-GO-4-NACS
(1-877-464-6227)

Fax: 204-783-0548/42
nacs@mts.net

JOIN - THE 1,000s OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS ACROSS CANADA

Type of Vehicle: Car: Truck: Van: Monthly Payments Preferred: $

Type of Trade In: Year: Make: Model: Kms: Trade in Value Expected: $

Cash Down: $ Name: First: Middle: Last:

Social Insurance No.: Date of Birth: Month: Day: Year:

Name of Band/Reserve: Treaty No.:

Current Address: City: Province:

Postal Code: How Long: (years) Rent: $ (Month)
Home Phone: ( ) Work Phone: ( )

Employer: Position Held:

Address of Employer: City: Province:

Postal Code: ‘ Length of Employment: (Years)
Gross Weekly Income $ Every Two Weeks: $ Monthly: $ (Please fill one)
Sources of Other Income: Position Held:

Amount: $ Weekly, Every Two Weeks, Monthly (Please circle one)

Previous Credit (check one): Yes: Q No: Q  Marital Status:

Guaranteed Lowest Rate
Guaranteed Lowest Prices

Guaranteed Top Quality Vehicles| &

sometimes. I maybe would have
been a speaker, but 'm speaking
now. If I can’t do what I'm doing
now, I would have created some-
thing new. I guess I'm a creative
person and I figured out that I
had to create. So teaching is crea-
tive, and workshopping is crea-
tive.

W: What is the best piece of ad-

vice you've ever received?

A.M.: In order to be a good ac-
tor, you have to be willing to be a
bad actor.

W: Did you take it?

A.M.:Yes. . . It made me stop try-
ing to be perfect. Because my
pride would not allow me to give
it all if I felt like I was going to
suck. But the truth is, is that you
have to take those big risks in
order to fall flat on your face, and
sometimes those falls are the
greatest gift because they spring-
board you onto what you needed.
But if you don’t take any risks at
all you won’t be an actor. But you
have to be willing to be bad in
order to get where you really do
want to go, which is to be a good
actor.

W: How do you hope to be re-

membered?

A.M.: As an honest, courageous
person who followed her dreams.

FREE CANADA-WIDE
DELIVERY

Evc(:llt)tfthngg srtlatefl in this gppligation is true to th.e best of my/our knowledge. I accept as notice in writing of and consent to the Dealer, the lender, its assignees or transferees to use, give to, obtain, verify, share and exchange
credit an other information Yvnth others, including credit bureaus, credit insurers, my employer, and other persons or companies with whom I may have financial dealings, as well as any other person as may be permitted or
required by law. I also authorize any person contacted in this regard to provide such information.

Applicant:

Dated:

If this is a joint application please attach a similar application for spouse.
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Yellow

By DR. Hans PETERSON
of the Safe Drinking Water
Foundation

Ten years ago, in 1993,
small micro-organism was d
tributed in Milwaukee’s drir
ing water. It has been estimat
that 50 per cent of Milwauke
800,000 population was affec
by this organism. It took a la
detective effort to determine tl
a protozoan parasite call
cryptosporidium was respon
ble for illness and the death
about 100 people. Six years
ter this outbreak it was estima
that the accumulated cost for
outbreak had reached $25 t
lion U.S., according to the U
National Research Council.

The Milwaukee outbreak a
the associated costs was the s
nal for cities around the wo
to improve the quality of th
treated water. Cities went fr
barely meeting water qual
guidelines to producing wa
that is far better than the guic
lines require. This reality w
especially strong in Canac
where weak federal guidelir
were easily surpassed by cit
across the country.

While cities with their en
neers, scientists and techniciz
have been able to improve 1
quality of their treated water, |
news of the Milwaukee outbre
and 1ts repercussions for wa
treatment reached few in ru
Canada.

In Saskatchewan, the prov
cial government’s drinking v
ter watchdog—Saskatchew
Environment—went so far as
suggest that the province shot
abolish its role in overseeing |
quality of the treated water in'
province, saving close

One thi

The situation 1s urgent, sa
Indian and Northern Affa
Canada (INAC.)

New statistics provided ina
port entitled National Assessm
of Water and Wastewater Syste:
in First Nations Communit!
show that of the 740 water s
tems assessed on 691 reserv
218, or 29 per cent, pose pote
tial *“high risk” that could ne;
tively impact water quality. T
report can be found on the W
at www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ps/hs
gih/ci/ic/wg/wawa/.

Another 46 per cent, or 3
community water systems, 1
quire some repair. That’s a to
of 555 First Nations. Only 185
the assessed water systems
First Nation communities show
minimal or no problems.

Ten per cent of the total wat
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INFRASTRUCTURE

Yellow Quill struggles to find solutions

By DR. HANS PETERSON
of the Safe Drinking Water
Foundation

Ten years ago, in 1993, a
small micro-organism was dis-
tributed in Milwaukee’s drink-
ing water. It has been estimated
that 50 per cent of Milwaukee’s
800,000 population was affected
by this organism. It took a large
detective effort to determine that
a protozoan parasite called
cryptosporidium was responsi-
ble for illness and the death of
about 100 people. Six years af-
ter this outbreak it was estimated
that the accumulated cost for the
outbreak had reached $25 bil-
lion U.S., according to the U.S.
National Research Council.

The Milwaukee outbreak and
the associated costs was the sig-
nal for cities around the world
to improve the quality of their
treated water. Cities went from
barely meeting water quality
guidelines to producing water
that is far better than the guide-
lines require. This reality was
especially strong in Canada,
where weak federal guidelines
were easily surpassed by cities
across the country.

While cities with their engi-
neers, scientists and technicians
have been able to improve the
quality of their treated water, the
news of the Milwaukee outbreak
and its repercussions for water
treatment reached few in rural
Canada.

In Saskatchewan, the provin-
cial government’s drinking wa-
ter watchdog—Saskatchewan
Environment—went so far as to
suggest that the province should
abolish its role in overseeing the
quality of the treated water in the
province, saving close to

WHAT'S INSIDE:

This year will be the first in nine years that Yellow Quill First Nation (Saskatchewan) will not
be under a boil water order. Science led the way in finding solutions to the serious water
quality problem in the community of 1,000 people.

$400,000 per year.

This lack of provincial inter-
est in water quality was re-
peated across the country and
its toll was soon to be experi-
enced. A waterborne outbreak
in the small town of
Walkerton, Ont. made head-
lines around the world as
2,000 people got sick and
seven people died from a
strain of E. coli. Many people
are now chronically ill be-
cause Walkerton’s water con-
tained insufficient chlorine.

A year after Walkerton, half
of North Battleford’s population
of 14,000 people were struck ill
from something in the water.
This time there was sufficient
amounts of chlorine in the wa-
ter and it was soon determined
that the same bug as in
Milwaukee got the people of
North Battleford. This bug,
cryptosporidium, tolerates chlo-
rine and at the time of the out-
break this parasite was not in
provincial or Canadian water
quality guidelines.

In fact, in North Battleford
and rural Native and non-Native
communities across Canada, the
presence of this and other para-
sites are not tested for. Tests are
done for coliforms. The problem
with this is that only one-third
of waterborne disease outbreaks
have positive coliforms associ-
ated with them.

The response of provincial
and federal agencies to the
above and other waterborne dis-
ease outbreaks has been to in-
crease the frequency of coliform

monitoring, as if doing the
wrong test more times would
solve any problems. This only
shows that government regula-
tors have not grasped the full
extent of the water crisis and the
tools required to move us into

‘the area of safe drinking water.

Nowhere was this more evi-
dent than at Yellow Quill First
Nation, a community of about
1,000 in Saskatchewan.

Yellow Quill has been under
a boil-water advisory since
1995, and 1t will only be lifted
this year.

Years passed by without so-
lutions for this community.
First, chief and council were
unaware of the risks with the
water, despite the boil water ad-
visory, but with the increased
media attention, it became a
“political” 1ssue at Yellow Quili
as well.

A rookie environmental
health officer with the
Saskatoon Tribal Council was
so horrified by the state of Yel-
low Quill’s water and the pos-
sible health effects, she started
hounding anybody that knew
anything about water for infor-
mation to possible solutions.
This is how the Safe Drinking
Water Foundation volunteers
started to investigate the Yel-
low Quill situation in 1999.

The problems at Yellow Quili
included an extremely poor
quality water source tainted with
sewage, and modern, but inad-
equate, water treatment equip-
ment to deal with the water chal-
lenge that its raw water pre-
sented. The foundation soon de-
termined that Yellow Quill’s boil
water advisory could not be
lifted with the existing water
source and treatment equip-
ment.

One third of First Nations water 'high risk

The situation 1s urgent, says
Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada (INAC.)

New statistics provided in are-
port entitled National Assessment
of Water and Wastewater Systems
in First Nations Communities
show that of the 740 water sys-
tems assessed on 691 reserves,
218, or 29 per cent, pose poten-
tial “high risk” that could nega-
tively impact water quality. The
report can be found on the Web
at www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/ps/hsg/
gih/ci/ic/wg/wawa/.

Another 46 per cent, or 337
community water systems, re-
quire some repair. That’s a total
of 555 First Nations. Only 185 of
the assessed water systems in
First Nation communities showed
minimal or no problems.

Ten per cent of the total water

systems in First Nations com-
munities are under boil water
advisories.

Of the 462 wastewater sys-
tems in 459 First Nation com-
munities assessed, 70 per cent
required repair, with 16 per cent
of the total posing a potential
risk to health and safety. The
assessment reports that some
waters systems are under strain
because of economic develop-
ment and population growth in
the communities, while others,
because they draw their source
water from rivers and lakes or
from groundwater wells, might
not be able to meet water guide-
lines on a consistent basis.

Another challenge to over-
come, reads the report, is the
lack of trained and experienced
water and wastewater systems

operators on reserve.
“Specific training is required
to operate the systems using a
modern treatment technology,
such as Reverse Osmosis (RO)
Ultraviolet (UV) disinfection to
treat water. Special skills are re-
quired to operate the complex me-
chanical waste-water treatment
systems.” The assessment deter-
mined that inadequate operation
and maintenance practices by
poorly equipped operators are re-
sulting in the premature replace-
ment of equipment and system
components, and leads to service
interruptions. This premature ag-
ing *‘poses a significant challenge
in providing safe water and

wastewater services.”
The report recommends that a
training strategy must be devel-
oped and implemented to ensure

all water and treatment plant op-
erators have sufficient skills,
knowledge and experience to ac-
complish their duties. There are
nine other recommendations set
out in the report. Perhaps para-
mount among them is the moni-
toring and reporting system that
needs to be developed to “en-
hance the detection of drinking
water and wastewater problems,”

- and the emergency response plans

that must be developed and im-
plemented when problems are de-
tected.

The seven-part water manage-
ment strategy was announced
May 14, 2003. It is based on a
multi-barrier approach to safe
drinking water as set out in a
May 2002 report prepared by
the Federal-Provincial-Territo-
rial Committee on Drinking

Water in conjunction with the
Water Quality Task Group of the
Canadian Council of Ministers
of the Environment.

The document 1s called From
Source to Tap and can be found
on the Health Canada Web site
at www.hc-sc.gc.ca. It was pre-
pared in response to the out-
breaks of waterborne disease in
Walkerton, Ont. and in North
Battleford, Sask. This multi-bar-
rier approach is designed to pro-
tect source water from pollution,
such as wastewater effluents.
The assessment of the high-risk
water systems in First Nation
communities shows that fecal
coliform was one of the materi-
als found in the water that most
frequently exceeded the maxi-
mum acceptable concentrations.

(Continued on page 6.)
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Long journey to quality water

FIRST NATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE

FIRST NATIONS TNFTRAS

Fire fire
3 (Continued from page 1.) logical pretreatment process Tom Littlechild would lik
g From 1999 to 2001, Yellow ahead of the membranes have see a set of standards develo
%~ Quill and the federal govern- many advantages, including to guide First Nations fire
. ment fought a battle of what to ease of processing the water, no partments in provision of s
. do to resolve the situation with use of chemicals, and a very low ices to their communities.
L e e s appearing. Then, water requirement to clean the .LlFtleCh.lld is fl're cl}lef v
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Fire firefighters would benefit from certification

Tom Littlechild would like to
see a set of standards developed
to guide First Nations fire de-
partments in provision of serv-
ices to their communities.

Littlechild is fire chief with
Siksika Fire Services in south-
ern Alberta. He is also the presi-
dent of the Aboriginal Firefight-
ers Association of Canada,
which advocates on the behalf
of First Nations on issues related
to on-reserve fire services.

Standardization of those serv-
ices is one of the main goals of
the organization, Littlechild ex-
plained.

“We’re an advocate voice on
behalf of most First Nations
across the country in Ottawa to
get standardized training for
everybody, standardized fire re-
porting procedures, standard-
ized fire investigation proce-
dures, inspections, etc.”

One of the problems the as-
sociation faces in achieving that
standardization is a problem
getting secure funding for its
efforts from the government.
The other problem resides in the
First Nations themselves, he
said.

“I hate to say it, but I'll say it
anyway. A lot of First Nation
organizations have a tough time
working together. And I don’t
think that’s a secret to anybody.
And that’s one stumbling
block.”

@ Dr. David Schindler of Uni
Canada, will be presentmg
Degradatzon on Native Commiu

Currently, the level of fire
services offered on First Nations
ranges from fully equipped de-
partments manned by full-time
professional firefighters, such as
is the case on Siksika, to serv-
ices provided by volunteer fire-
fighters, to communities that
receive the majority of their fire
services on a contract basis from
neighboring municipalities.

There is just as much diver-
sity in the level of training re-
ceived by those people on-re-
serve responsible for providing
fire services, and that is some-
thing Littlechild would like to
see change.

“The best they can get, and it’s
available to anybody that asks
for it, is certified training
through the National Fire Pro-
tection Association, NFPA
that’s the best case scenario ...
Now the worst case scenario is,
and I know of areas like this,
where they just don’t have the
money to do it, they don’t have
the personnel. They’ ve basically
got a non-existent fire depart-
ment, even though they have a
fire truck and a fire hall. And
that’s where you start to run into
problems.”

While there is a sizeable price
tag attached to completing the
NFPA training, some bands can
access funding from Human
Resources Development
Canada for volunteer fighters to

complete the certification if the
volunteers are unemployed and
meet other requirements, al-
though there is not funding
available for full-time firefight-
ers wanting certification.

The association is encourag-
ing anyone who can find fund-
ing to access the NFPA program
to do so, Littlechild said.

“That’s what we’re trying to
harp on to everybody, if you’ve
got people serious in this, to go
with the NFPA standards. Not
Just for the betterment of their
community, but I'm also think-
ing outside the box, if these guys
want to go work somewhere
else.”

While the NFPA training will
help First Nations people in their
careers as firefighters, those aren’t
the only opportunities available
to them, Littlechild said.

“There’s the EMS (emer-
gency medical services) side,
there’s the public education
side,” he said.

“I’m also a qualified fire in-
vestigator for the province, and
the reason why I’'m so busy is
because I’m the only one. So it
would be nice if there was other
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