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INTRODUCTION

J 10 Series

Laurier House and Kingsmere, 1898-1961.  Originals, 2.8m (volumes 1-28).

This Series relates to W.L.M. King’s two residences: Laurier House in Ottawa and Kingsmere in
the Quebec Gatineau Hills.  Laurier House’s previous owner was Sir Wilfrid Laurier and after
his death in 1919, it was the property of Lady Laurier.  At her death in 1921 the house was left to
King, the man who had succeeded Laurier as the leader of the Liberal Party.  King had the house
extensively remodelled to serve as a semi-official residence.  King lived here until his death in
1950.  In his will King left the house to the people of Canada. Parks Canada now operates
Laurier House as a museum.

The Laurier House subject files relate to its remodelling, interior decoration, furnishings, and
maintenance.  Also present are accounts, correspondence, notes, and catalogues related to the
day-to-day running of the house.  King entertained many famous Canadians and foreign
dignitaries at the house.  The invitations and dinner menus in the Hospitality Files record these
famous visitors.

Kingsmere was King’s rural summer retreat in the Gatineau Hills.  He started acquiring property
in this area in 1903 and over the next forty years he acquired 600 acres.  In comparison to
Laurier House which was a semi-official residence, Kingsmere was a private retreat which King
jealously guarded from the outside world.  This estate too was left to the people of Canada upon
King’s death in 1950.  It now forms part of the National Capital Commission’s Gatineau Park.

The Kingsmere files describe King’s attempt to create a country estate in the Gatineau Hills. 
There is correspondence, invoices, notes, and catalogues about horticulture, gardens, flowers,
and crops.  King’s attempts at keeping sheep and poultry are documented.  There are files on
property acquisition, and the reconstruction of the various cottages.  The origin and erection of
King’s famous architectural antiques are also documented in this section.  On a more prosaic
level, there are also files on plumbing, maintenance, and equipment.

Maps, plans, architectural drawings, water colours, and photographs have been transferred to the
appropriate divisions.



-iv-

INTRODUCTION

Série J 10

Maison Laurier et Kingsmere, 1898-1961. Originaux, 2,8m (volumes 1-28)

Cette série a rapport avec les deux résidences de W.L.M. King: la maison Laurier à Ottawa et
Kingsmere dans les collines de la rivière Gatineau au Québec. Le premier propriétaire de la
maison Laurier fut Sir Wilfrid Laurier qui la légua à son épouse, Lady Laurier, à sa mort en
1919. À la mort de cette dernière, la maison fut laissée à King qui avait succédé à Laurier à la
tête du Parti libéral. King a fait modifier considérablement la maison pour en faire sa résidence
semi-officielle. King y demeura jusqu’à sa mort en 1950. Il l’a léguée par testament au peuple du
Canada. À partir de ce moment, Parcs Canada gère la maison Laurier comme un musée.

Les dossiers sujets de la Maison Laurier documentent ses transformations, sa décoration
intérieure son ameublement et son entretien. On y retrouve également des livres de comptes, de
la correspondance, des notes et des catalogues reliés à la marche quotidienne de la maison. King
recevait plusieurs Canadiens célèbres et dignitaires étrangers à la maison. Les invitation et les
menus que l’on retrouve dans les dossiers “Hospitality” documentent ces visites de célébrités. 

Kingsmere était le refuge estival et rural de King dans les collines de la Gatineau. Il commença à
acquérir des propriétés dans cette région en 1903 et durant les 40 années qui suivirent, il fit
l’acquisition de 600 acres. Contrairement à la maison Laurier qui était une résidence semi-
officielle, Kingsmere était un lieu privé de retraite que King protégeait jalousement du monde
extérieur. Cette propriété fut également laissée au peuple du Canada à la mort de King, en 1950.
Elle fait maintenant partie du Parc de la Gatineau de la Commission de la capitale nationale.  

Les dossiers sujets de Kingsmere décrivent les efforts de King pour constituer un domaine
campagnard dans les collines de la Gatineau. On y retrouve de la correspondance, des factures,
des notes et des catalogues d’horticulture, de jardins, de fleurs et de cultures. Des documents
témoignent des tentatives de King d’élever des moutons et de la volaille. Il y a des dossiers sur
l’acquisition de propriétés et sur la reconstruction de différentes maisonnettes. Il y a aussi, dans
cette section des documents sur les origines et l’érection des célèbres reconstitutions historiques
et architecturales de King. À un niveau plus terre-à-terre, il y a aussi des dossiers sur la
plomberie, l’entretien et l’équipement.  

Des cartes, des plans, des dessins architecturaux, des aquarelles et des photographies ont été
transférés aux divisions appropriées.
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Laurier House Subject Files

1 1 Laurier House. Housekeeping Cash and Expense Record 1925-1930

1 2 Laurier House. Account Book 1924-1931

1 3 Laurier House. Account Book 1932-1936

1 4 Laurier House. Account Book 1937-1943

1 5 Laurier House. Account Book - Wine Cellar 1924-1942

2 1 Laurier House. Notebook - Goods and Services (Two
Copies)

n.d.

2 2 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Inventories and Notes 1936-1950

2 3 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases - Catalogues n.d., 1933-1939

2 4 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases -
Correspondence

1930-1939

2 5 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases 1926-1929

2 6 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases 1930-1931

2 7 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases 1932-1933

2 8 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases 1934-1935

2 9 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases 1936-1937
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3 1 Laurier House. Liquor and Wine Purchases 1938-1939

3 2 Laurier House. Chauffeur - Applications A-D 1949

3 3 Laurier House. Chauffeur - Applications E-H 1949

3 4 Laurier House. Chauffeur - Applications I-P 1949

3 5 Laurier House. Chauffeur - Applications R-Z 1949

3 6 Laurier House. Chauffeur - Robert Lay and Others 1931-1948

3 7 Laurier House. Servants - Applications A-L 1923-1930

3 8 Laurier House. Servants - Applications M-Z 1922-1930

3 9 Laurier House. Servants - Correspondence n.d., 1917, 1923-
1925

3 10 Laurier House. Servants - Correspondence 1926-1928

4 1 Laurier House. Servants - Correspondence 1930-1939

4 2 Laurier House. Servants - Correspondence 1940-1945

4 3 Laurier House. Servants - Correspondence 1946

4 4 Laurier House. Servants - Correspondence 1947

4 5 Laurier House. Servants - Correspondence 1948-1950

4 6 Laurier House. Servants - Hugh Armstrong 1942-1944

4 7 Laurier House. Servants - Mr. and Mrs. William Brown 1927-1928

4 8 Laurier House. Servants - Frank Cook 1927-1929

4 9 Laurier House. Servants - Mary Driver 1928-1950

4 10 Laurier House. Servants - Jean Gooch 1945-1949

4 11 Laurier House. Servants - John King 1947-1948
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5 1 Laurier House. Servants - A.S. MacDonald 1930-1935

5 2 Laurier House. Servants - Christopher MacLeod 1931-1943

5 3 Laurier House. Servants - Mr. and Mrs. B. Martin 1925-1928

5 4 Kingsmere - Gardener - Applications 1928

5 5 Kingsmere - Staff 1919-1934

5 6 Kingsmere - Staff 1935-1949

5 7 Kingsmere - Finances n.d., 1922-1924

6 1 Roxborough Residence 1917, 1922

6 2 Laurier House.  Pamphlets 1951, 1961

6 3 Laurier House.  Sproatt & Rolph - Architects 1922-1927

6 4 Laurier House.  Sproatt & Rolph - Plans 1922

6 5 Laurier House.  J.C. Scott Co. Ltd. - Contractors 1922-1926

6 6 Laurier House.  Items in Bedroom 1951

6 7 Laurier House.  Items in Dining Room 1922-1932

6 8 Laurier House.  Items in Double Guest Room n.d.

6 9 Laurier House.  Items in Drawing Room 1923-1944

6 10 Laurier House.  Items in Exhibits Room 1915-1951

6 11 Laurier House.  Items on First and Second Floor
Landings

1928-1943

6 12 Laurier House.  Items in Library 1928-1937

6 13 Laurier House.  Items - Miscellaneous 1932

6 14 Laurier House.  Items in Sun Room 1928-1930

6 15 Laurier House.  Items on Third Floor Landing 1933-1951
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7 1 Laurier House.  Adjoining Property 1922-1949

7 2 Laurier House.  Busts and Statues 1935-1945

7 3 Laurier House.  China and Glass 1915-1949

7 4 Laurier House.  Cigarettes and Cigars 1932-1950

7 5 Laurier House.  Cutlery 1923-1950

7 6 Laurier House.  Elevator 1923-1951

7 7 Laurier House.  Equipment 1929-1950

7 8 Laurier House.  Fireplace and Mantel in Library 1931-1932

7 9 Laurier House.  Food 1927-1950

7 10 Laurier House.  Fuel 1924-1950

7 11 Laurier House.  Furnace n.d., 1924-1933

8 1 Laurier House.  Furnishings 1915-1951

8 2 Laurier House.  Furnishings - Catalogues n.d.

8 3 Laurier House.  Furnishings - Clippings 1924-1933

8 4 Laurier House.  Furnishings - B.M. & T. Jenkins 1923-1929

8 5 Laurier House.  Furnishings - P.C. Larkin 1922-1930

8 6 Laurier House.  Furnishings - Muirhead Moffat & Co. 1937

8 7 Laurier House.  Furnishings - Robert G. Roy Ltd. 1931-1942

8 8 Laurier House.  Furnishings - Photos of Furnishings
Offered to King

n.d.

9 1 Laurier House.  Garage Apartment 1931-1950

9 2 Laurier House.  Gifts 1921-1950

9 3 Laurier House.  Ice and Refrigerator 1928-1944
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9 4 Laurier House.  Interior Decoration 1922-1950

9 5 Laurier House.  Inventories n.d., 1926-1932

9 6 Laurier House.  Keys 1931-1949

9 7 Laurier House.  Lamp Standards (Plans have been
Transferred to the National Map Collection)

1929

9 8 Laurier House.  Linen 1931-1949

9 9 Laurier House.  Log Books 1938-1944

9 10 Laurier House.  Miscellaneous n.d., 1927-1949

9 11 Laurier House.  Maintenance 1924-1949

10 1 Laurier House.  Ownership 1929, 1938

10 2 Laurier House.  Piano 1922-1933

10 3 Laurier House.  Radio 1936-1947

10 4 Laurier House.  RCMP Protection 1923-1948

10 5 Laurier House.  Recipes n.d.

10 6 Laurier House.  Requisitions 1927-1949

10 7 Laurier House.  Stationery 1922-1936

10 8 Laurier House.  Stone Vases 1928-1936

10 9 Laurier House.  Telephone 1947-1950

10 10 Laurier House.  Trees, Etc. 1924-1950

10 11 Laurier House.  Windows 1924-1934

11 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Receptions and Dinners 1923

11 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - House of Commons and
Senate Lists

1923-1924

11 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Liberal Members 1923-1925
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11 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Miscellaneous Guests 1923-1924

11 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Receptions and Dinners 1924

11 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Receptions and Dinners 1925

11 7 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Senator Beique 19 May 1925

12 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality Jan.-Mar. 1925

12 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality Apr.-June 1925

12 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Miscellaneous 1925-1926

12 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality Jan.-Mar. 1926

12 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir Esme Howard Apr. 1926

12 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Duchess of Atholl Apr. 1926

12 7 Laurier House.  Hospitality May-June 1926

13 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Rev. W.H. Leathem 10 Jan. 1927

13 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - J.G. Coates 14 Jan. 1927

13 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - L’Alliance Française 20 Jan. 1927

13 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Governor General -
Invitations

9 Feb. 1927

13 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Governor General -
Acceptances

9 Feb. 1927

13 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Governor General -
Declined

9 Feb. 1927

13 7 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Governor General -
Invitations

16 Feb. 1927

13 8 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Governor General -
Acceptances

16 Feb. 1927
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14 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Governor General -
Declined

16 Feb. 1927

14 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir Thomas Lipton 11 May 1927

14 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Hon. Inigo Freeman -
Thomas

20 Oct. 1927

14 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dom-Prov. Relations 4 Nov. 1927

14 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir Gordon Guggisberg 3 Dec. 1927

14 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dinners 1927

14 7 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations - Accepted 1927

14 8 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations - Declined 1927

14 9 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Government House
Invitations

1927

15 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Ontario Liberals 6 Jan. 1928

15 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir John Martin-Harvey 10 Jan. 1928

15 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - William T. Cosgrave -
President Irish Free State

30 Jan. 1928

15 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Hon. L.C.M.S. Amery Jan.-Feb. 1928

15 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Col. David Carnegie Feb. 1928

15 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Jack Miner Feb. 1928

15 7 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Hon. Frank B. Kellogg 8 Feb. 1928

15 8 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Lawrence A. Wilson 21 Feb. 1928

15 9 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Hon. Vincent Massey 29 Feb. 1928

15 10 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir Wilfred Grenfell Feb.-Mar. 1928

15 11 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Madeleine Monnier Mar. 1928

15 12 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Lord and Lady Willingdon Mar. 1928
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15 13 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Mrs. Ronald Greville Mar. 1928

15 14 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dinner 28 Apr. 1928

15 15 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Capt. Alfred Loewenstein May 1928

16 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Shuh Tomii June 1928

16 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Empire Parliamentary
Assoc.

Aug. 1928

16 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir William Clark 3 Nov. 1928

16 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir Austen and 
Lady Chamberlain

10 Nov. 1928

16 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Calvin Coolidge 1928

16 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Reception and Dinners,
Miscellaneous

1928

16 7 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Menu Cards n.d.

17 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Rev. and 
Mrs. W.H. Leathem

4 Jan. 1929

17 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Apostolic Delegate 9 Jan. 1929

17 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dr. C.C. Wu 12 Jan. 1929

17 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - St. Andrew’s Church
Centenary

21 Jan. 1929

17 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Miss Margot Roy 13 Feb. 1929

17 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - J.G. Gardiner 20 Feb. 1929

17 7 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Lord and Lady Weir 4 Mar. 1929

17 8 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Hon. Vincent and 
Mrs. Massey

14 Mar. 1929

17 9 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dinner 1 May 1929
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17 10 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dinner 3 May 1929

17 11 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Lord and Lady Willingdon 8 May 1929

17 12 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dinner 10 May 1929

17 13 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Sir Edward and Lady
Davson

15 May 1929

17 14 Laurier House.  Hospitality - National Federation of
Liberal Women

16 May 1929

17 15 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Dr. H.S. and Mrs. Béland 30 May 1929

17 16 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Lady Cromer 30 Sept. 1929

17 17 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Hon. Ramsay MacDonald 19 Oct. 1929

17 18 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1929

17 19 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations Jan.-May 1930

17 20 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations July-Dec. 1930

18 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1931

18 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1932

18 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations Jan.-Mar. 1933

18 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations Apr.-Dec. 1933

18 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1934

19 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1935

19 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1936

19 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1937

19 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations Jan.-Feb. 1938

19 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations Mar.-Dec. 1938
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20 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1939

20 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Parliamentary Press
Gallery

15 Apr. 1939

20 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - House of Commons and
Senate

1939-1940

20 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1940

20 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1941

21 1 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1942

21 2 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1943

21 3 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1944

21 4 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1945

21 5 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1946

21 6 Laurier House.  Hospitality - Invitations 1947

21 7 Laurier House.  Christmas and New Year Greetings n.d., 1922-1947

21 8 Laurier House.  Christmas and New Year
Acknowledgments

n.d., 1922-1948

21 9 Laurier House.  Birthday Acknowledgments 1934-1947

22 1 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1936

22 2 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1937

22 3 Laurier House.  Calling Cards - Opening of Parliament Jan. 1937

22 4 Laurier House.  Calling Cards - Members of Parliament 1937

22 5 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1938

22 6 Laurier House.  Calling Cards - Diplomatic Service 1938

22 7 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1940
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22 8 Laurier House.  Calling Cards - Members of Parliament 1940

22 9 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1942

22 10 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1943

22 11 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1945

22 12 Laurier House.  Calling Cards - New Year 1946

22 13 Laurier House.  Calling Cards 1947-1948

23 1 Kingsmere - Articles and Photographs 1926-1950

23 2 Kingsmere - Awnings 1931-1945

23 3 Kingsmere - Bees 1932-1950

23 4 Kingsmere - Community 1918-1949

23 5 Kingsmere - Construction - Catalogues n.d.

23 6 Kingsmere - Construction - Kingswood Cottages 1916-1925

23 7 Kingsmere - Construction - Miscellaneous n.d., 1924-1935

23 8 Kingsmere - Construction - Moorside n.d., 1928

23 9 Kingsmere - Construction - Shady Hill n.d., 1928-1949

23 10 Kingsmere - Construction - The Farm 1935-1938

23 11 Kingsmere - Cottage and Kingswood Rental n.d., 1936-1944

23 12 Kingsmere - Electricity - Accounts 1936-1950

23 13 Kingsmere - Electricity - Correspondence 1920-1950

24 1 Kingsmere - Equipment n.d., 1925-1945

24 2 Kingsmere - Fire Protection n.d., 1931-1943

24 3 Kingsmere - Fish Stocking 1924-1936

24 4 Kingsmere - Fishing and Hunting Licenses 1927-1930
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24 5 Kingsmere - Fuel - Accounts 1928-1946

24 6 Kingsmere - Fuel - Correspondence 1935-1949

24 7 Kingsmere - Furnishings - Catalogues n.d.

24 8 Kingsmere - Furnishings - Correspondence n.d., 1923-1934

24 9 Kingsmere - Garden Furniture n.d., 1927-1949

24 10 Kingsmere - Garden Ornaments - Catalogues.  Part I n.d., 1924-1925

24 11 Kingsmere - Garden Ornaments - Catalogues.  Part II n.d., 1924-1925

25 1 Kingsmere - Garden Ornaments - Correspondence n.d., 1917-1939

25 2 Kingsmere - Garden Ornaments - Ruins 1929-1947

25 3 Kingsmere - Gifts 1923-1934

25 4 Kingsmere - Greenhouses - Catalogues n.d., 1933-1935

25 5 Kingsmere - Greenhouses - Correspondence 1933-1936

25 6 Kingsmere - History 1929-1938

25 7 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Accounts n.d., 1924-1945

25 8 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Black Walnut 1937-1947

25 9 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Catalogues.  Part I 1946-1950

26 1 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Catalogues.  Part II 1931-1950

26 2 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Farm n.d., 1927-1946

26 3 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Garden 1922-1930

26 4 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Grasses and Lawns n.d., 1924-1940

26 5 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Notes Found at Shady Hill
(Some of this Material may Relate to Joan Patteson)

n.d., 1900-1928

26 6 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Roses n.d., 1929-1947
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26 7 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Royal Oaks of Windsor 1937-1938

27 1 Kingsmere - Horticulture - Seed and Plant Lists n.d., 1933-1950

27 2 Kingsmere - Horticulture 1924-1949

27 3 Kingsmere - Ice n.d., 1929, 1945

27 4 Kingsmere - Keys n.d., 1931-1935

27 5 Kingsmere - Lawn Mowers - Catalogues 1928-1938

27 6 Kingsmere - Lawn Mowers - Correspondence 1928-1938

27 7 Kingsmere - Maintenance and Improvements n.d., 1916-1940

27 8 Kingsmere - Mining Rights 1929

27 9 Kingsmere - Municipality of West Hull 1927-1940

27 10 Kingsmere - Opening and Closing Procedures n.d., 1927-1950

27 11 Kingsmere - Ottawa Mosquito Control Committee -
Report

1929

27 12 Kingsmere - Pheasants 1927-1940

27 13 Kingsmere - Poultry 1927-1934

27 14 Kingsmere - Property - Bourinot 1916, 1922

27 15 Kingsmere - Property - Cameron 1922-1928

27 16 Kingsmere - Property - Fleury 1923-1927

27 17 Kingsmere - Property - Herridge 1924

27 18 Kingsmere - Property - McGillivray-Lynch (The Farm) 1922-1929

27 19 Kingsmere - Property - Mulvihill 1928-1947

28 1 Kingsmere - Property - Offers 1926-1947

28 2 Kingsmere - Property - Wright - Cunningham (Guest
Cottage)

1922
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28 3 Kingsmere - Property Holders Association 1924-1927

28 4 Kingsmere - Requests 1917-1949

28 5 Kingsmere - Roads 1920-1940

28 6 Kingsmere - Sheep 1927-1928

28 7 Kingsmere - Taxes 1909-1936

28 8 Kingsmere - Telephone 1936-1950

28 9 Kingsmere - Trees 1925-1950

28 10 Kingsmere - Water Dispute 1944-1950

28 11 Kingsmere - Water System - Correspondence 1917-1939, 1950

28 12 Kingsmere - Water System - Catalogues n.d., 1920

28 13 Kingsmere - Writings by King n.d., 1898-1931


