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INTRODUCTION 

Researchers who wish to use the information stored at the National Archives 
of Canada to study the relations of a native band with the federal government 
must know the names of the local offices, hereinafter called agencies, that 
were successively responsible for it. This is because at the National 
Archives of Canada many records dealing with individual bands are described 
in finding aids according to the name of the agency. Over the years many 
changes occurred in the responsibilities of the agencies because of mergers, 
dissolutions, name changes and the disappearance of some bands. As a result, 
before the publication of this guide the difficulty of tracing them all 
discouraged some researchers. The problem was compounded when bands that had 
not signed treaties had to be traced. Historically, such bands did not have 
the same regular contact with the administration as did treaty signatories 
and so standard sources used for such traces, such as paylists, do not exist 
for those bands. 

The purpose of this guide is to trace the administrative evolution of Indian 
bands and agencies in Western Canada1 from the second half of the 19th 
century until December 31, 1959. For the period after 1960 other research 
tools are available for obtaining this information--for example, the list of 
bands by Peter Kiefl entitled Chancres in the Band-District-Region Hierarchy. 
December 31. 1958 to December 31. 1971. An Aid to Compiling Time-Series 
Statistics. 

By "Western Canada" we mean the area covered by the various treaties entered 
into west of Ontario, as well as Yukon and the northeastern part of British 
Columbia. This area includes both treaty signatory and non-treaty bands, the 
latter including Indians in Yukon Territory, some of those in northeastern 
British Columbia, and the Prairie Sioux. 

This guide can be used to search in two main ways: by the name of the band 
or by the name of the agency. It has been devised so as to link together all 
the relevant information even if the researcher has only a vague idea of the 
name of the band or agency that he or she wants to research. Information can 
be found by consulting the appropriate part of the guide. 

The guide consists of four parts, each with its own directions for use: 

-An alphabetical listing of band names and variants of those names collected 
in our research. 

1 This guide includes all the bands, whether or not they signed a treaty. It covers 
primarily treaties Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 and 11, although some bands that adhered to 
Treaty No. 3 but occupied part of the territory of Manitoba have also been included. These are 
the SHOAL LAKE 39, SHOAL LAKE 40 and BUFFALO BAY bands. 


