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H.11.C. Avison Papers

The Avison papers is a private collection of correspondence, notes,
and working files, 6', LW > . dating from 1915 to 1967, covering the activities
of a publicly active vet not generally well known Canadian. He was a leader
in both adult education activities and the Student Christian Movement, both
in eastern as well as western Canada. Behind the scenes he influenced many
policy decisions, planned and guided changes in old projects and new experiments,
especlally in the rural adult education field. He aimed to improve the quality of
rural community living.

Generally, his papers, as indicated by the accompanying finding aid,
cover areas for future researchers and suggest areas for future acquisitions.
His collection compliments other accessions of the Public Archives; for example,
the papers of the C.B.C., particularly Farm Forum materials, and the records
of the Canadian Centenary Council. His correspondence included such names as
Col. W.H. Brittain, Dr. E.A. Corbett, Dr. W.J. Dunlop, Mr. George Grant, Dr.
Sidney Smith, Dr. Martyn Estall, Neil Morrison, Tannis Murray and many others
important, either the education or radio broadcasting fields.

The majority of papers were comparatively well organized on arrival,
filed chronologically by subject. In arranging the papers for research purposes,
- the author's habit of filing correspondence with subject materials was main-
tained. In some subject areas the notes and correspondence are quite good;
in some others, too sparse to give much assistance.

His list of correspondents included political figures, federal
and provincial, church hierarchy, businessmen, university professors, and
many officials of organizations, institutions, and clubs. He was an active
member of many organizations such as vhe United Nations! Socliety, the C.C.F.
party, the Canadian Broadcasting League, the Centenary Council and other Lxpo
committees, the Quebec Education Telsvision Committee, the Canadian Association
of Extension Departments and Summer Schools, Educational Research Society and
many others,

- His papers are an excellent addition to our still small holdings
in these areas.




Introduction to Finding Aid No. 815

General Instructions:

Use volume number when requesting Avison papers. Additional
Avison papers are in the McGill University -Archives.

Introduction to Author:

Avison; H.R.C., papers 1915-67, 6 feet, 4 inches. Originals.

Born in New Denver, B.C., 1901, Harry Avison studied theology at
Montreal Presbyterian Theological College and received B.A. and M.A. at
McGill University. After serving as minister in Deloraine, Manitoba, and
as coordinator of an adult education experiment in The Pas, Manitoba,
editor of the Macdonald College Journal. In 1960 he became Director of
Fortension at McGill University. Throughout his life he was an influential
member of the Canadian Association of Adult Education and of the Student
Christian Movement. His vast interests also included involvement in such
other organizations as the C.C.F. party, and the Fellowship for a Christian
Social Order, and such activities as radio broadcasting, educational television,
leadership courses and camps, extension libraries, and cooperative enterprises.
Noted editor and speaker, his interests included involvement in National
Farm Forum and Citizen's Forum; the drafting of the C.A.A.E. Manifesto 1943,
and contributions to C.A.A.E. publication Food for Thought.

- Description of File Groupings

Student and Minister 1918-37 (Vols, 1-3, files 1-20), 1 foot.

Includes his academic notes, religious sermons, and personal

observations, while attending McGill Presbyterian College, serving as
“an officer of the Student Christian Movement, acting as chaplain of
relief camps in northern Ontario, or serving as a minister in Hontreal
and Deloraine, Manitoba. In files entitled "Sermons and Notes", the
author occasionally records domestic and world events, certain
personalities and social reform movements of interest to him. Files
include any correspondence as well as other materials related to each
subject.

The Pas Fxveriment, Manitoba, and the C.A.A.E.. 1934=L1 (Vol, L
files 21-24), L inches, ‘

- The Pas experiment, a community project in rural adult education,
supported by the C.A.AE. and the Winton family, took place from 1938
to 1940. The files relating to this undertsking, including its




background, major supporters, affiliations, and assessment cover the
years 1934 to 1941. Avison, as resident director of the project,
attempted to organize community activities and co-ordinate them with
a provincial and national adult education program.

Macdohald College, 1940-1960 (Vol. 5-14, files 25-74), 3 feet, L inches.

In the twenty years at Macdonald College as an English teacher and
as editor of the Farm Journal, Avison was one of the leaders in adult
education and extension work. He worked closely with Dean W.H. Brittain,
head of Macdonald College, and Dr. E.A. Corbett, Director of the C.i.4.E.
as well as many other less known leaders in the field of adult education.
Avison promoted libraries, publications, various programmes and was host
to several conferences whose aims were to improve the calibre of adult
education particularly in the rural areas.

~The files in this section have been classified into four subsections:

Files 25-41. Covers the author's extensive involvement
with the C.A.A.E. including conferences, publications,
courses, and policies,

Files L2-5L4. Covers broadcasting, particularly co-operation
among different education groups, govermment, the C.A.4.E.,
and the C.B.C. on various programmes and projects including
Citizen's and Farm Forums and related publications.

Files 55-63. Cover the extra-curricular activities of
Professor Avison as well as his course materials used in
his English courses.

Files 64~7L. Cover Avison's activities and interest in
other institutions, organizations, and movements including
the United Nations Society, the Fellowship for a Christian
Social Order, the C.C.F. Party, and the Student Christian
Movement .

MeGill University. Director of Extension, 1960-67 (Vols. 14-19,
files 75-99), 1 foot, 7 inches.

This section covers the activities of the C.A.A.E. and McGill
University extension department guided by or of interest to Professor
Avison. Reference is also made to educational television and the Canadian
Broadcasting League. A number of files cover McGill's centenary parti-
cipation and Avison's participation on committees related to Expo 67.

Miscellaneous (Vol. 19, files 100-102), 1 inch.

There are three personal files containing receipts, insurance
policies etc., and correspondence or reports, diverse in nature and of

- undefined relevance to other sections, or lacking identification and

dates. -
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Avison, H.R.C. - File List 1

P.A.C. P.A.CC

Vol. File c Description of Files Dates
1 1 - Sermons and Notes 1919
1 2 Sermons and Notes 1920
1 -3 Sermons and Notes - 1921
1 L Sermons and Notes 1922
1 5 Sermons and Notes 1923
1 6 Sermons and Notes 192L~25
1 7 Sermons and Notes 1926
1 8 Sermons and Notes 1927
1 9 Lists of Hymns and dates used
1 -10 -Diary while student at Columbia July-dug. 1927
‘ University, New York
1 11 Miscellaneous file ~ personal items 1915, 26, 27,
Contains Communion Certificate, 30-36
Teachers College results, authority
to solemnize marriage, some corres-
pondence, and service guides,
2 12 Sermons and Notes 1935
2 13 ‘ Sermons and Notes 1934
2 14 ! Sermons and Notes 1935
3 15 Sermons and Notes 1936
3 16 Sermons and Notes 1937
3 17 Deloraine, Manitoba. United Church 1934
T Minister. Relief. Correspondence
relating to relief measures and
general conditions of Deloraine and
Winchester district during the
depression.
3 18 Deloraine, Manitoba. District Builder's 1934~35

Conference, Community Day. General
correspondence and c¢lippings from
the Deloraine Times.

3 19 Deloraine, Manitoba. United Church 1933-35
Young Peoples' Society. Correspondence,
programmes, policy notes. Interest
in C.C.F. Correspondence with J.S5.

- Woodsworth. .

3 20 Deloraine, Manitoba. Proposals for  1936-37
rural experiment in adult education.
Correspondence with Sidney Smith,
President, University of Manitobaj;
Ester Thompson, Head Women's Division,
Department of Agriculture, Manitoba,
and E.A. Corbett, Director of the
C.AALE,

4 21 The Pas, Manitoba. Adult Education  1935-i4
C.h.A.B.. Correspondence, reports,
and clippings relating to general,
promotional, and affiliated activities.

L 22 The Pas; Adult Education, C.A.A.E, 1934~19L0
v Correspondence, notes, and printed
materials relating to background,
growth and affiliations.
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Avison, H.R.C. — le Thigb

"Descrintion of Pl

The . Adult Bdue. C.A.4.E. (Cont'd,)
RVTe nlayed by the Universitics of
Alberta and Manitoba, and the United
Ch weh. [

; -
UJ

|

The Pua, Men's Study Group. Public

Affoirs, Corruupond nce, cli «ﬁir”s,
oubtlines of projects, and pri inted
naterials,

"

Corresnondence
exmeriment-in rural

nondents include E.A. Corbett,
ﬁ a, W.d. Dun]no, Col. Wilfrid

5
il

ion and the C.AAVE., Third snrwal
ing of C.ALAE,, Winniners, Mey 1941,

\ t.E. London Conference May 19-22,1943. 1943
1fcouo)of the C.A.L.E. Corresnondence,

eports and proceedings.

.A,

C.L.A. L. Correspondence, meetinrs end

reports. Specinl emphasis on Citizen's
T“omm and Uubllowuﬁon Fond for Thousht.

-

C.AAE, Joipt Conference, Wirmineg, 1945.
Nationnl Farm Radio Forum, National
Pilm Board, Citizens Forum.
reports i ,rd outlines perteining to

-

Cov*espondence,

co—-ordination of Mdhlu odquulon agenciles

Director‘s Revort, 1945,
£ P i

Apericen ”SuQClltloq of Adult Education
(m.n.“.q.), Detroit Conference,
H.R.C. Avison representing C.A AT,

C.h Ak, National Conference, Kingston, May 1946
Correspondence, rerorts, executive
meetinge, genersl business for 1945,
04T - 2 documents,
C.A A.E, Netional Confere ingston 19406
ckground co “GSJOWd *ce, nlans and
generel preperation.  Proposed affiliation

of GLALA, and Ce
- - 4 -
Lgsocintion {(C.H.B.A.)

.wNLOuﬂQlﬂﬁd

Adult Educetion, Hredonald College.
General revorts, pamohlets, and

articles.
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TPLALC. PLALC
Vol, File
6 32
6 33
6 34
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Desoription of Files

Adult Bducation, Saskabchewan,
Schoo* for Social Advence.
Study-detion Programne,

3

Prairie 104345

Frovincial

COTPGS“OH&“HCC

(Watson TMQﬂoOL, )jrec*or) circulsar
letters, clippings
"Conadian Farm Probl Lems", Co~operntion 1940-4,1
Series, Asriculturnl Fublications
Committee of the C.AALE, Correspondence,
rough drafts of articles, and typed drafts.
(Deen W.H. Brittein - Bditor).

b»J

quiry into Cooversa
C.A.AE, and C

"C.B.C. Ing
Project of
April 1940,

Hendicrafts Guild.

Pt W@cdonﬂld
Aluminum Co. of Conada Homee:

uaguenaV'River District.
Fducation Service,
HMacdonsld College.
rough PObPS, proposals,

Rural Hducation and Conmunity

~tion
-

Joint
3.C., Jenuary—

it
2

Cu~nﬂov”u7vo enteryrises,

College,
roft Project,

fural Adult
Extension Division,
u\“”ossondence,

Prejects. 1946

1941, 1943

Irip to Cooperstown, Richfield Sprlng&,
‘Spenser and Trunansburg, New York to see
Forestry Co-operative, Wood Lot Conservation
Progremme and Cenurﬁl schools, IHelated
correspondence, notes, circulars, printed
meterial, ‘

Adult Education Short Courses, Mzcdonald 1941, 19

College, Community Leadership Course.
Correspondence, notes, lectures, lists

.

of participants.

C.

s

A L.E. Reports of Non-Credit Uni iversity
Extension Committee,

1957-59

C.&.ALE. Correspondence, organization 1958.59

charts, council meetings, comnittees.
C.ALE., Corres po1dcnce. mimites of 1.859..60
mestings, revorts

Adult bducatlon, Macdonald e C“r”“ﬂ ie
Corporption of New York, resnondence,
notes, outlines re grant for dovelopmenw
of program in Cuebec rursl areas.
English-spesking.

/.

1938, 1952-54,

¥




Avison H.B.C, — File List 4.

Val, I’jfl,o ‘ Descrivtion of Files Dutes
7 41 ; Adult Bducation, Mocdonald College 194045
Public Speaking Course, C.A.A¢E. Notes,
Als0 book on CTLT/OﬂbQLﬁ Course, Menitoba.
8 42 C L AR, and the C.B.C. Corresgpondence,  1940-46

bricfs, publications relating to broad-
casting coluvovorsv by C.AALE., Cenadian
Federation of ﬂ?mculfnrc, Co-Onerative
Union of C“mﬂu-. National Farm. Forums,
Minutes of Procecd*n” and Evidence,
House of Commons, Special Comnittee,
Broadcasting.

8 43 Broadeasts on Post War Reconstruction. 194214,
liotes, clippings, pamphlets.

& A C.B.C. Citizen's Forum, National Farm 1943 47
Radio Forum, Correspondence end printed
materials. Neil Morrison, Suu@fvwsor of
Talks and Public Affairs.

8 45 C.B.C. "Democracy and Citize
C.A.A.E, Articles, vamphle

Guides for some Nlblon“ Fom

o

)

:

forum. broadecasts. Revort of S:ua ent
Commisgsion, UanGfSltf of Menitoba, 1932-33,

8. L6 Radio Listening Groups Conference, 1940
Leadership Couroe, %wcaoniln CQVTLGe -
C.A.L.E. publications. Selections from
, » Caﬂuhlrn Farm E%ob¢cmu, Economic Series,
Crop Production Series. HNotes and
circulars,

Ei 47 C.B.C., National Form Radio Forum Series, 19/4-45
"Education for Rural Living", Corres“ondoncu
brozdezst rreparation,

9 45 C.B.C.y C.A.AB., Citiszen's Forum, 194445

General file, pamphlets, articles and
Ttimen!

9 49 Broadcast on Canadisn Prisons, Penal 1946417
' REeform, Notes and pemphlets,

0
v
]

.-_o FOI’U&T C.B.C. .C.‘ A.AQB., Canadian 19"/%0__‘{5‘1
f Aeriecultur ra,  Vord 6“\;‘\7 of

rs end farm problems,

L7V°w; etd, *.: “esto of Canadien
19’«"}% Doportuent of Asriculture
PHbllCatiOﬂS 1935 and
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PUALC. PUALCL ‘
Vol ile : Descri; of Tilng Drtew
10 51 o Fopm Tadio ?ofmn Listening groups. '1941~42

Correscondence, programs, clippings,
cireular

Farm Redio Forum. Correspondence and | 194243
o%o”cc° + materials,

tot
O
U
1)

0 53 Nationel Farn Radio Forum Conference 19
‘ Guebsc GOULC 1 of F form To:my.m 1 ,-r'7
Cireuler, notes.
10 5L NP Farm Radio Forum, National and Guebec. 194548
V N Correspondence, reports, namphlets,
clinppings. '
11 © 55 o - Wartime Prices and Trade Board. Cooperationl9AiZ

with National ¥Frorn Radio Forum. Corres-—
ponderice, speeches, minutes of meetbings.,

11 56 : Maritime Trip for Wertime Tnformation May 6-20, 1945
’ Board. Correspondence and notes.

11 57 - Publiec Relations, Macdonald College. 194747
Correspondence, comnithees, spesking

- encagements.

11 58 Quebac Devortment of Education., Larger 1940
School unit. Circulsrs and reports.

11 59 Mocdonald College. Engli osition 1ar7
- Fxaminations and comments,
11 60 College of Veterinary Surgeons, Quebec. 1940
Inglish Bxemination.
11 61 - Macdonald College. Inglish 16 and 116. 19/2-60
’ NObuu, outlines, student lists,
11 62 : Mzcdonald College js 14. Lecture 194259

ey
t..
re

.
notes and generaT source material,

1R 63 Macdonald College, English 16, Lecture 1941.~55
noves and ‘genersl resource material,

 Couneil of Edu 1944~45

Citvaanuhiﬁ (C.C.E.C.

in cor)orxtwon, Ottawa meeting Corres—
pondence, circulars, goners 7 material,
1z a5 Oq+*ﬂﬂ0 leﬂ“r” Associntion. He 1947
g, Toronto. Corresnondence.
n spesker on adult education.
12 o6 Bducationtl Fesesrch Socjaty. Picto-Facts 1945-47

Corresnondence,

circulars,
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13 69
13 70
13 71
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14 73
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14 76
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Descriotion of Files ‘ Dates
Vorld Federstion of Education Associations 1942
COALoreACu, Montreal. Ru aL Education
Section. Correscondence =nd outlines.
United Notions Society in Conada. 1944 ~16
Macdonald College Commiitmp Corres-—
Uondenco, meetings, pamphle and some

copies of U.N.S. ﬁubl¢01b¢on “Unlthﬁ
Nat1nnq Society News',

Fellowship for a Christian Social Order 194145
(F.C.5.0.). Correspondence, conferences,
general materials relating to religious
organization and s cL1V1uJ. Copies of
publlc&tlon ”Chrlstlan Social Acuzop”

Co-operative Commonwea~th Federaticn 1933,
Federation (C.C.F.) Correspondence, 194248

speeches, copies of "C.C.F. News",

clippings, Conies of News LQMﬁcﬂt, 194248,
and C.C.F. pamphlets were transferred to
Lrchives le rary.  Correspondents included
Donald C. hacDomd;d S.k. Nicholson, #.P.

6_4

St udont Christian MOVumenb (8.C.H.). 1927,
iweﬂty~¢1r5u anniversary, 1942, 193132
Correspondence, circulars, meetings, 1943~/ 2
speeches, and some orlnted materlal.

S5.C.0H. Graduate Committee. Corrusnondcnce,1942—4
policy statements, plans, 00001numents,
meetings. Some copies of The Christisn
Student. ‘

S.C.H. Graduate Committee and general 1642
movement, Correumondence. The

Christian Stu wdent,

P T2
2rs, IQ'»_)

5.C.M. Correspondence, notes, circul 1943,
printed materials, The Christisn Student. 1944 ~45

C.A.AE, National Conference on Adult 1961
hun)tlon, Uuﬁd]ﬂ Correspondence,

e

printed materials,

C.4.24.E. Correspondence, memoranda, 196162
membership lists, donations,

C.A.L.E, Contimiztion of sbove, 196162
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Avison #H.0.C. ~

Descrintion of Filew Do.bes
C.A.AE, Correspondence, budget, reports 1963

o

minubes of meehing
< }ﬁ/OMb

(C“ cdinn Associntion of J@Durtmcﬂt

and Sumnor QCuOOlo).

- ;. ' 7

C,MGM.E. Contiration of above. 1963
- P

C.4.A.B. Correspondence 1964

CLAALEL bomwcs'onaence,, nrinted matter., 19565

The role of adult 1956-64
education in universitbies. Speeches,
articles, and notes beth t,dod end written.
Some enrlier documents 1952-654.

University Txtension. Future projections. 1955,

COT“PS’OﬂQ@DCG rouch notes, nroposals. 1961-65

McGill University. iSubmission to Special 1965
Senate Commnittee on Ixtension, Fubture
of Extension Studies. Correspondence,
typed renorts. ‘

Adult Education. Ouebec Lssociation of 1957,
Protestant School Administrators ©1960-62
(0.4, P.S.A)). Rough notes, articles,

Cll“ULH"m.

Me Gill Extension. Mclennan Travelling 1.862-67

Library, educational T.V., educational
vrocedures, C@Qu@nﬂlpl OTOJGCL&. Corres-

pondence, refo-tu,.gc“oraL circulars,
pamphlets. S

Canadien issociation of Denartments of 1961
Twtension and Summer Schools (C.A.D.E.8.8.)
Cor~eupondence.

U.N.E.S.C.0. World Conference on Adult 1.950
Education, Montreal, Correspondence,
renorvs, typed materials, newsletber.

n Broadcasting Lexgue, Avison's 19¢
=ment from executive 1966, 198

nondence, executive meebings,
s,
Society for Television Education in 1961-62
Montreal, Sccidhd Télévison ‘

N 7 T
e a Montrés ToE L)

Correspondence, meetings, nroposals,
netition to Guebec goverrment.

Bdueat:




Avison H.R.C. — File List 8
A0 PUALC,
Vol. File o Descrintion of Iiles
17 91 o Educationel Television (E.T.V.),Conference.l1961

X FeGill delesate,  Corresnondence, notes,
printed matter,

- . . . . o 2L
17 92 Provincial Education Television Committee, - 196366
Oupb ec. Co ﬂrﬁsnouda nce, meetings, 011p01 nIs.,
17 93 ‘1C.A.A.E; Henry Marshall Tory Awsrd. 1965
jelection of cendidate.
18 94 Fxpo 67, Advisory Commititee on Future 194667
“ Pxno 67 Imnlications. Disnosal of
¥ exhibits. Correspondence,
me brn*b, renorts,
18 95 : Fxpo 67, Orpanizing Committee for Noranda 1966-67
Lectures, Du Pont of Canada Auditoriwm.
Caradinan Universities perticipotion.
Corresnondence, circulars, schedules.
18 a6  Exno 67. Organizing Committee 196556
Universities p unlCWUailoﬂ.
alsrznru1s“~d scientists and Ochojafa
including Nobel Laureates., Bibliograrhical
notes on spenkers, correspondence, typed
circulars, notes,
19 a7 MeGill Comnittee on the centernisal of 1962-63
Confederation, Weﬂort to Senate 1964,
Corrosnondence meetings, r poru. )
19 g8 National Centennial CONﬂitrnﬂ of the 196566
Associction of Canadisn Universities and -
ColTGSes (NOCUS) . MceGill's representative,
Correspondence, PTOJGCLu, meetings. ‘
9 99 . - Canadien Centenary Council. Correspondence,l$Hh2-65
list of members, leaflets.
19 100 _ Miscelleneous. Corr\uoond nce, reports.  1.954-56
19 101 ; Avison. Bills, receipts, stocks, 1960-67
’ insurance nrimarily 1960's, some earlier
(.*-/30., 'D“">» ‘
19 102 Notes, hondwritten, n.d. (1 excention, 1942),

religious content,




