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INTRODUCTION

John Ashworth (1824-1906) served as a cashier in the Post Office
Department from 1844 until he retired in 1888. He moved with the
federal government from Quebec City to Ottawa in 1867, and bought
Belmont Lodge near Aylmer, Quebec which was his home until his death
in 1906. His father, John Ashworth (1790-1836) came to Canada from
Lancashire, England and was Deputy Adjutant Commissary General from
1814 to 1836. His son, John Pipon Ashworth (ca. 1864-1945) was
manager of the Bank of Montreal in Deseronto, Ontario and President
of the Board of Trade.

The collection consists of correspondence and related documents,
financial and estate records, diaries and extracts from a scrapbook

of newspaper clippings, arranged in four series. The following members
of John Ashworth's family are represented: his wife, Julia Phillips;
his father, John Ashworth; his mother, Sophia Louisa Caldwell and

her relations the Mompessons, the Lindsays, and the Hetheringtons;

his sister,Sophia Pipon; and his son, John Pipon Ashworth and his
daughter-in-law, Florence Evans.



ASHWORTH PAPERS

I CORRESPONDENCE AND RELATED DOCUMENTS

Date

30 octobre
1799

22 aoflit
1801

13 October
1811

7 June
1813

17 February

1814
5 August
1814
19 April
1815
26 April
1815

6 May
1815

5 June
1815

1 July
1815

22 August
1815

Description

Contrat de mariage entre James Caldwell et
Dame Louisa Melvin, veuve du feu John Mompesson.
(2 copies)

Vente par Dame Archange Pratt, veuve Dubuc au
sieur James Caldwell.

Deed of Copartnership: William LePoer French,
Thomas A. Evans and William O. Stephens.

Letter from W.H. Robinson to J.W. Clarke
regarding clerks of the Commisariat.

Letter from James Caldwell to William Lindsay
regarding the marriage of their children
(Mary Caldwell and Alexander Lindsay).

Letter from Mary Caldwell to Lt. Alexander
Lindsay regarding their marriage.

Letter from John Gray to Robert Melvin
enclosing a copy of the will of James Caldwell,
dated 5 November, 1812.

Inventory of the Estate of James Caldwell.
Accounts of the sale of the property of James
Caldwell at Montreal.

Letter from D. Ross to John Gray regarding the
dower rights of Louisa Melvin Caldwell.

Letter from Robert Melvin to John Gray regarding
a shipment of tea belonging to the late James
Caldwell.

Accounts of Macnider and Aird with the estate
of James Caldwell.

12-15

16-23

24-27

28-30

31-33

34-37

38-52

53-65

66-67

68-70

71-73



Date

1815

21 August
1816

21 August
1816

29 August
1816

25 October
1816

1 June
1817

14 Qctober
1818

1 May
1819

20 September
1820

19 May
1822

29 September
1826

6 August
1827

Description

Petition of Louisa Melvin, widow of

"James Caldwell, to the Court of the King's

Bench, Montreal, regarding the settlement
of his estate.

Account of William Burns with the estate of

James Caldwell.

Letter from William Burns to John Gray
regarding his balance with the estate of
James Caldwell.

Letter from William Burns to John Gray
regarding settlement of the accounts of
James Caldwell.

Letter from Thomas Blackwood to John Gray
regarding the balance owed to the Bachelor's
Club by the late James Caldwell and enclosing
a receipt.

Deed of bargain and sale for land in Townsend
Township from John Coltman to John Gray,
executor of the estate of James Caldwell.
(parchment)

Petition of John Gray to the Court of King's
Bench, Montreal, regarding settlement of the
estate of James Caldwell.

Statement of account current for the estate of
James Caldwell from John Gray.

Marriage contract of John Ashworth senior and
Sophia Louisa Caldwell.

Letter from John Ashworth to his father,
John Ashworth senior.

Letter from Isabell Ashworth to John Ashworth
enclosing a copy of their father's will,
(John Ashworth Senior) dated 1 April 1819.

Letter from Stanley Bagg to John Gray
regarding the estate of James Caldwell.

78-81

82-83

84-85

86-88

89-~-90

91-65

98-99

100-103

104-107

108=111

112-114



Date

11 February
1828

25 February
1828

2 March
1828

23 March
1828

19 April
1828

30 April
1828

2 August
1828

13 January
1829

15 May

1829

3 October
1829

1829

5 January
1830

28 avril

1830

20 August
1830

Description

Funeral Notice of Louisa Melvin Caldwell,
widow of James Caldwell.

Letter from John Gray to John Ashworth’
senior regarding sale of property from the
James Caldwell estate.

Letter from John Gray to John Ashworth senior
regarding sale of certain property.

Letter from John Gray regarding the dower
rights of Louisa Melvin Caldwell.

Letter from John Gray to John Ashworth senior
regarding the Caldwell estate and dower rights.

Letter from Robert Melvin to John Ashworth senior
regarding settlement of the Caldwell estate and
enclosing a bill of exchange.

Inventory of the estate of Louisa Melvin Caldwell.
Letter from John Gray to John Ashworth senior
enclosing as requested a "Schedule of the accounts

of the estate of James Caldwell.,'

Report on Commissariat Mess Funds at Quebec.
Will of James Mompesson.
Memorandum of legacies in the will of

(William Burng).

Letter from T.A. Stayner to John Ashworth senior
regarding the Caldwell estate.

Accord entre Dame M.L. Rebou (veuve Guyon
Duplessis) et les Héritiers de feu James
Caldwell.

Will of Robert Melvin (copy)

Page
115

116-117

118-119

120

121-122

123-127

128-139

140-144

145-153

154-157

158-161

162-164

165-167

168-173



Date
28 January
1832

13 August
1832

27 June
1833

12 April
1834

12 May
1834

29 May
1835
12 November

1835

12 December
1835

/1835/

26 January
1836 ‘

5 March
1836

20 August
1836

Description

Receipt for settlement of a debt from
R. Holmes to Richard Edwards and John
Ashworth, senior.

Copy of a letter regarding claims of the
estate of Louisa Melvin Caldwell from
/Alexander Caldwell/ to James H. Kerr.

Letter from R.J. Routh to /John Ashworth’
senior/ regarding his position at Bytown

and possibilities of a transfer elsewhere.

Letter from R.J. Routh to /John Ashworth

seniof/ regarding his projected visit to Montreal;

navigation on the Rideau Canal.

Letter from N, Drinkwater to John Ashworth
Senior regarding a new position outside the
Commissariat.

Accounts of the executors for the estate of
Robert Melvin.

Letter from Thomas Leigh Goldie to Lt. Alexander
Caldwell regarding his petition for a land
grant.,

Letter from Thomas Leigh Goldie to Lt. Alexander
Caldwell regarding his petition for a land grant.

Draft memorial of Lt. Alexander Caldwell,
Captain Edward Hetherington and John Ashworth,
Deputy Assistant Commissary General, as

heirs of James Caldwell, regarding land in
Hinchinbrooke Township.

Description of land grant in Dudswell Township
to Alexander Caldwell, with map.

Letter from H. Griffin to John Ashworth senior
regarding politics in Lower Canada.

Letter from /A/. Harper to John Ashworth senior
regarding stock in the Commercial Bank.

175-177

178-181

182-185

186-189

190-199

200

201

202-203

204-205

206-207

208-209



Date
25 QOctober
1836

29 October
1836

24 May
1837

4 May

1838

23 October

1838

13 November
1838

3 April
1840

25 February
1842

2 January
1844

28 October
1844

10 December
1844

11 January

1845

3 March
1846

3 April
1846

Description

Letter from /Alexander Caldwell/ to Edward
Hetherington announcing the death of John
Ashworth, senior. /draft/

Letter from Benjamin Holmes to T.A. Stayner
regarding the accounts of John Ashworth senior
at the Bank of Montreal.

Power of Attorney from Edward Hetherington
to Alexander Caldwell and William Burns Lindsay.

Letter from William Gunn to /Mrs. Ashworth/
regarding leasing of a house and political
affairs,

Letter from William Gunn to Mrs. Ashworth
regarding leasing of a house.

Pass for Thomas A. Evans.

Letter from William Gunn to Mrs. Ashworth
regarding leasing of a house and family
affairs.

Will of Thomas Phillips.

Letter /W.7 Maberly to T:A. Stayner regarding
the appointment of John Ashworth and Robert
Talgan as clerks in the Post Office.

Marriage Certificate of Julia Phillips and
John James Hubbelly.

Letter from W. /Walker/ to J.W. Powell regarding
their claims to lands bought from James Caldwell
but disputed by Jacob Crozier.

Letter from T.A. Stayner to Mrs. John Ashworth
tegarding lands in Townsend Township.

Letter from William Murray to /John Ashworth/
enclosing correspondence relative to a legacy.

Letter from William Murray to C.A. Castle
regarding the legacy to John Ashworth.

Page
210-211

212-213

214-220

221

222-223

224

225-226

227-241

242-243

244-245

246-247

248-251

252-255

256-259



Date

13 April
1846

28 October
1846

27 January
1847

27 January
1847

27 January
1847

1848

3 April
1850

18 July
1853

16 septembre
1854

24 March’
1857

6 April
1857

20 December
1857

[T857]
21 April
1858

21 June
1858

18 July
1859

25 July
1859

1 February
1860

Description

Letter from John Ashworth to J.W. Powell
regarding deeds found at the Post Office.

Letter from John Ashworth regarding his
father's estate. /draft/

Quit €laim Deed from Jacob Crozier to
John Freal.

Quit Claim Deed from Jacob Crozier to
Dunham Hagleton.

Quit Claim Deed from Jacob Crozier to
Sophia Louisa Ashworth.

Notice regarding the dispute between the
Phillips estate and the Corporation of
Montreal.

Marriage Contract of John Ashworth and
Julia Phillips.

Accounts of the Phillips estate.

Quittance par les Dames de 1'HStel-Dieu
aux Héritiers James Caldwell.

Letter from T.J.C. pabbott to John Ashworth
regarding the Phillips estate.

Letter from J. Redpath to T.J.C. Abbott
regarding the Phillips estate. /[copy/

Letter from T.J.C. Abbott to John Ashworth
regarding the election in Argenteuil County.

Letter from T.J.C. Abbott to John Ashworth
regarding the Phillips estate.

Deed of sale for land /Beaver Hall/ from
Martha Anderson Phillips to John Ashworth

Deed of sale from Martha Anderson, widow of
Thomas Phillips, to John Ashworth.

Deed of sale of a plot from Mount Royal Cemetery
Company to Thomas Alfred Evans.

Letter from J.E. Guilbault to John Ashworth
regarding sale of land.

Plan of land belonging to Lt. General Evans
to be sold 13 March 1861.

Page
260-261

262-263

264-266

267-269

270-273

274-275

276-287

288-290

291-294

205-298

299-303

304-307

308-309

310-317

318-321

322-324

325

326-327



Date

18 June
1860

23 June
1864

8 August
1864

30 December
1865

November
1865

11 February
1875

21 April
1875

9 November
1876

March

1878

30 March
1878

23 April
1878
23 April
1878
25 April
1883

5 December
1883

Description

Letter from J. Abbott to John Ashworth
regarding money owed.

Letter from P. Macquisten to John Ashwérth-d

regarding purchase of property in Montral,

Notice to John Ashworth from Henry Stuart,
Corporation of the City of Montreal,
regarding municipal improvements,

/printed/

Letter from W. McKay Wright to John
Ashworth regarding sale of '"Belmont'" to
Julia Ashworth.

Obituary of Thomas A. Evans who died on
24 November 1865.

Letter from R.B. Angus to John Ashworth
regarding a bond.

Letter from D. /Smith/ to John Ashworth
regarding the train station near ''Belmont'.

Agreement of sale between Julia Phillips
Ashworth and the Quebec, Montreal, Ottawa
and Occidental Railway.

Letter from John P. Ashworth to R.B. Angus

regarding a position in the Bank of Montreal.

Letter from R.B. Angus to John Ashworth
regarding a position for his son.

Letter from M. de C. 0'Grady to John Ashworth
regarding his son's application for a position

in the Bank of Montreal.

Letter from P. Ashworth to M. de C. O'Grady
regarding his application.

Letter from A. LeMoine to John Ashworth
regarding the estate of Robert Melvin.
(printed)

Printed statement of G. LeMoine in account

with the estate of Robert Melvin. (2 copies)

Page
328-331

332

333

334-336

337-340
341-342
343-344

345-348

349-350
351

352-353
354-356

357-358

359-360



Date
30 April
1886

1 September
1888

3 May
1893

17 December
1906

11 OQOctober
1910

Description

Letter from H.G. Joly to John Ashworth
regarding the friendship between their
parents.

Marriage contract of John Pipon Ashworth and
Florence W.N. Evans. (copy)

Letter from E. King to John Ashworth regarding
his appointment in the Post Office, with draft
reply.

Division or Partage between the legatees and
executors of John Ashworth and his wife Julia
Phillips.

Letter from Lt. Pipon to John Ashworth regarding

a visit to the Tower of London. (and envelope)

II FINANCIAL RECORDS - Receipts and Bills of Exchange

1814

28 April
1815
1815
1815

1 June
1816

11 June
1816

23 February
1818

9 February
1821

Statement of accounts between James Caldwell
and John Molson,

Receipt for pew rent from Thomas A. Turmer,
Treasurer of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
to John Gray.

Balance sheet for the estate of James Caldwell.

Receipt to the estate of James Caldwell for
city taxes in Montreal.

Account for services from Alexander Cameron
to John Gray, executor of the Caldwell estate.

Statement of account from John Coltman to the
estate of James Caldwell.

Order for payment to J. Peltier on the account
of the James Caldwell estate, issued by John
Gray to Allison Turner & Company.

Receipt from les Religieuses de 1'HGtel-Dieu de
Montréal on the account of Mme. Caldwell.
(In French).

Page
261-364

365-369

370-373

374-385

386-387

388-389

390

391-392

393-394

395-396

397-398

399

400-401



Date

26 March
1821

28 May
1821

5 June
1821

3 November
1821

May
1822

5 November
1822

8 December
1824
25 March

1825

27 July
1827

15 February
1828

1 March
1828

7 August
1828

29 December
1828

27 August
18295

16 March
1830

29 March
1830

Description

Bill for a seal from Murray Strachan
to Mr. Stephens.

Account paid by John Ashworth to David:Nelson.
Account paid by John Ashworth to J.C. Grant
for G. Nelson.

Account paid by John Ashworth to Montreal
Water Works,

Account paid by John Ashworth to Montreal
Water Works.

Receipt from John Gray to John Ashworth.
Promissory note of McGillivray Thain &
Company to John Ashworth; On reverse a

receipt by John Ashworth dated 17 June 1825.

Bill of exchange from Alexander Caldwell to
Charles Smythe.

Bill of exchange from Edward Hetherington
to John Cannon.

Receipt for funeral expenses for Mrs. Louisa
Melvin Caldwell.

Receipt for payment of funeral services. for
Mrs. Louisa Melvin Caldwell.

Bill from William Harwood & Sons to the estate

of Mr. Harris; also a receipt to John Ashworth.

Bill of exchange from R.J. Routh to Edward
Hetherington,

Receipt for furniture from George Gray to
Mr. Caldwell.

Bill of exchange between Henry Green and John
Ashworth.

Bill for a sword from Richard Lane § Son to
John Ashworth.

Page
402

431-433

430

426-427

428-429

403

404-405

406-407

408-409.

410-411

412

413

414-415

416-417

418-419

420-421



Date

23 August
1830

1 October
1831

25 August
1831

13 July
1831

March
1833
8 October

1834

24 November
1834

9 November
1833

19 June
1834

19 July
1834

1 November
1834

8 June 1834

28 November
1834

18 February
1835

7 July
1835

Description

Bill for candelabrum from Robertson,
Masson § Company to Mrs. James Caldwell.
(Note: these candlesticks were still in
the hands of the Ashworth family in 1968.)

Bill of exchange from R.J. Routh to Edward
Hetherington.

Account paid by John Ashworth to Benjamin
Holmes.

Account paid by John Ashworth to Peter
McGill § Company.

Bill to Mr. Caldwell from the Nelson Hotel,
Montreal; reverse endorsed by J.B. (Bussloa),
dated 10 April 1833.

Bill of exchange from R.J. Routh to Edward
Hetherington.

Receipt for a subscription to the Quebec

Garrison Library issued to Lt. Alexander Caldwell.

Account paid by John Ashworth to City of
Montreal for taxes.

Account paid by John Ashworth to J. Richie.
Receipt for a subscription to the Quebec
Garrison Library issued to John Ashworth.

Account paid by John Ashworth to the
Montreal Herald.

Account paid by John Ashworth to the John Bull
Steamer.

Receipt from the Montreal Gazette to John
Ashworth.

Statement of account from the Estate of Horatio
Gates § Company to John Ashworth.

Bill of Exchange from R.J. Routh to John Ashworth.

Page

422-423

424-425

436

434-435

437-438

439

440-441

442-443

444-445

446-447

448-449

450-451

452-453

454-456

457

~10.



Date

September
1835

17 September

1836

20 October
1836

28 October
1836

14 July
1837

20 July
1837

30 August
1837

17 October
1837

1821-1838
1841
September

1843

20 March
1849

19 August
1850

Description

Receipt for seigneurial dues from the
Séminaire de Montréal to the estate of
James Caldwell.

Receipt from Fred D'Estimauville, Road
Treasurer, to John Ashworth Senior.

Receipted bill for the funeral of Thomas
(sic) Ashworth from R. § A. Haddan.

Statement of account of the late John
Ashworth with the Montreal Bank.

Receipt for City Taxes, Montreal, to
Alexander Caldwell.

Receipt from J. Orr for hotel expenses
to Alexander Caldwell.

Stock certificate for the Bank of Montreal
issued to Sophia Louisa Ashworth.

Bill from William Smith to T.A. Stayner for
burial vault of John Ashworth.

Accounts with Gibbs & Company paid by
Alexander Caldwell and Jehn Ashworth.

Receipt from the City of Montreal for taxes
to Joseph Robitaille.

Receipt for subscription to the Quebec Mercury
from Thomas Cary § Company to John Ashworth.

Receipt from E. Trudeau for chimney sweeping
to Mrs. Ashworth.

Receipts from Steamer Lord Sydenham and Steamer
John Munn to John Ashworth.

II FINANCIAL RECORDS - Estate Records

7 février
1713

1 mars
1713

Contrat de vente fait 3 Pierre Fontaine dit Bien-.

venu par Joseph Tetro /Tetreau/ dit Ducharme et
Anne Jarret sa femme, et Louis Jarret dit Borgard
/Beauregard?/ et Marguerite St Aubin sa femme.

Contrat de vente fait par Frangois Joseph et
Vincent Jarret dit Borgard /Beauregard?/ fréres,
i Pierre Fontaine dit Bienvenu.

459-460

461-462

463-464

465-466

467-468

469

470-471

472-513

514

515

516

517-518

519-522

523-526



Date

1 octobre
1747

14 octobre
1748

16 septembre
1748

19 novembre
1748

1 mai
1769

24 October
1777

21 septembre
1792

23 March
1797
13 August
1799

8 May
1802

31 May
1815

10 October
1828

November
1829

23 May
1832

Description

Contrat de vente fait par Philippe Vinet
Preville et Barbe Roy sa femme, & André
Baudin /Bodain/ dit /Sanremission/.

Supplique de Robard Paradis, marchand de
Montréal, au sujet d'un contrat de vente
fait par André /Bodain/ dit Sanremission.

Convention entre Roland Paradis, orfévre, et
André Bodain, dit Sanremission, aubergiste:
vente d'une maison.

Mise en possession de 1l'emplacement d'André
Bodin dit Sanremission et de ses enfants,
vendu par licitation & Roland Paradis.

Vente par la veuve Lafrenage au 5. Pierre
Fortier,

Memorandum regarding a business transaction.
Vente par Pierre Fortier & Dame Veuve Dubuc.

Bond for the sale of land in Townsend Township
from Marmaduke Crozier to John Coltman.
[Originals and copies/.

Land grant to Marmaduke Crozier in Townsend
Township.

Power of attorney from James Molloy to
Edward Bower,

Appointment of Frederick Klein as executor
to the late John Fish.

Funeral notice: Lt. Thomas Marshall Harris.
Poem concerning Major G.C. Coffin.
(printed) :

Funeral notice for three men in Montreal.
(printed)

Page

527-530

531-538

539-542

543-546

547-550

551

552-555

556-572

573

574-577

578-581

582

583-584

585

14.



Date

S December
1839

23 April
1844
22 August
1857

23 September
1858

11 June
1862

1868

September
1896

25 QOctober
1923

Description

Letter from George J. Goodhue to Thomas
A. Stayner regarding taxes on certain lands.

Receipt for contribution to St. George's
Chapel, Montreal by R.H. Hamilton.

(printed)

Telegram from A.H. David to Miss caroline Hart.

Clipping from the Montreal Herald § Gazette
regarding construction of houses in the city.

Passport of John Ashworth and wife. (Photocopy -
original kept in vault).

Handbill announcing sale of agricultural stock
by John Ashworth.

Complimentary ticket to John Ashworth and his wife

to the Central Canada Exhibition Association
in Ottawa.

Programme of the social evening and farewell
gathering held in honour of John Ashworth,
Past President of the Board of Trade.

Genealogical chart of the Melvin family.

Genealogical notes on the Ashworth and
Hobson families.

Epitaph of John Ashworth (1790-1836) and
family.

Notes on the family of William Burns Lindsay.

Two genealogical charts of the Melvin, Ashworth
and related families.

Plan of Beaver Hall, property of the Phillips
estate.

Plan of lots on University Street, Montreal,
part of the Phillips estate. (oilcloth -
coloured)

13,

Page
586-587

588

589

590-591

592-593

Negative numbers £95885 and (096121

594

595

597-598

599

600

601

602-604

605-606

& 608

607

609



Date

n.d.
J/Pre 183077

n.d.
/September/

n.d.
/1862-18697

Description

Plan of property at St. Catherine's known as
"The Clark Farm'; with a notebook of detailed
descriptions for each lot.

An Act to amend the Charter of the Commercial
Bank of the Midland District. (printed)

Printed notices of the sale of lots by the
executors of the estate of Thomas Phillips.

Pedigrees of the Belmont cattle.

Page
610-626

627-628

629-633

634-650

14.



A number of artifacts and some manuscript items were acquired for
the Canadian War Museum. The manuscripts are listed below.

1.

10.

11.

12

13.

Envelope and letter dated London, 12 July 1826 to
Deputy Adjutant Commissary Ashworth, Montreal. .

Report re General Meeting of the Commissariat Mess,
Quebec 11 March 1831, chaired by Commissary General
Routh.

Report of loss by fire of belongings of John Ashworth,
Deputy Adjutant Commissary General at Ile aux Noix,
Lower Canada, 18 January 1818.

Report from Prescott, 27 December 1913, from
John Ashworth,

Letter from Montreal to John Ashworth, 19 July 1822,

Commissariat Subscription List to relieve the
unfortunate sufferers at Mirsmick.

Extract from Register of Baptisms, Marriages and
Deaths of the Garrison of Montreal, Lower Province:
Marriage extract of John Ashworth, 31 October 1831.

Death announcement re Deputy Adjutant Commissary General
John Ashworth on 18 October 1836, signed by Commissary
General R.T. Routh, 28 October 1836 also pension receipts
dated Quebec, 30 March 1837.

Extract of General Orders from Headquarters Montreal,
21 September 1812, Laprairie, 27 November 1812,
extract from Montreal newspaper, 24 April 1814.

Schedule of Items lost by Deputy Adjutant Commissary
General Ashworth, at Ile aux Noix, 18 January 1818.

Proceedings of Court of Inquiry re fire at Ile aux Noix,
18 January 1818.

Copy of sale of Sotheby, Wilkinson and Hodge, 22 July 1907,
Items of J.P. Ashworth Esq., Deseronto, Ontario.

Commission Parchment for John Ashworth, Deputy Adjutant
Commissary General, George III, 31 May 1814.

B



A printed copy of the "Acts of Incorporation, Constitution,
By-Laws, Executive Committee and List of Members of the
Metropolitan Club, Montreal" revised to 1 January 1894,

and also a pamphlet entitled "The Universal Riddler' have
been transferred to the Archives Library. Several
photographs of Belmont Lodge and the Ashworth family and
associates, were transferred to the custody of the
National Photography Collection. (Acc. no. 1978-84) and a
picture of Hon. Horatio Gates (1778-1834) was transferred

to Picture Division.

16.



