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Thomson, Don W. and Theresa E. Authors. Ottawa, Ont.

Don W. and Theresa E. Thomson fonds
Original, 1906-1993, 4.450 m. Finding Aid No. 1047.

Don W. Thomson was born in Edmonton, Alberta, and received
his Bachelor of Lawe degree from the University of Alberta
in 1926. He was on the personal staff of several federal
cabinet ministers from 1936 to 1957, and was the Ottawa
columnist for the Lethbridge Herald in 1960-1961. Since 1961
he wrote three volumes under the title Men and Meridians, a
report titled "Claiming and Surveying Procedures in Canada",
and as a research consultant wrote the report of the Special
Committee on the Dominion Land Surveyor Qualification.

He was the National President of the Canadian Authors
Association from 1960 to 1962, and the Press Officer at the
Resources for Tomorrow Conference, 1961-1962. From 1973 to
1975, he was President of the Canadian Writers Foundation.
He published several collections of verse with his wife.
Awarded an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from the
University of Alberta in 1970, he is a (Lifetime) Fellow of
the Royal Geographical Society.

Theresa E. Thomson was born in Calgary, Alberta. In 1927
she became a member of the Canadian Authors Association,

and subsequently secretary to the Edmonton branch. She
married Don W. Thomson in 1936, and they made Ottawa their
home. She served as literary secretary to two noted Ottawa
authors, the poet Duncan Campbell Scott and the novelist
Madge Macbeth.

For many years she was the executive secretary treasurer
and principal fundraiser for the Canadian Writers
Foundation and subsequently became a member of its board of
directors. She was also President of the Ottawa branch of
the Canadian Authors Association and a member of its
national committee.

The papers were presented in 1976, 1988 and 1994 by Don W.
Thomson. Two scrapbooks and a note signed by C.P. Stacey were
transferred from the National Photography Collection in June
1979.

No Restriction on Access.

Finding Aid No. 1047 is a file list.

Sound recordings, photographs and a plague have been
transferred to the Visual and Sound Archives Division.



_iv_

The Don W. and Theresa E. Thomson fonds includes the following
series: Canadian Authors Association files; Canadian Author
and Bookman files; Men and Meridians f£iles; Don W. Thomson
personal papers; Theresa E. Thomson personal papers; Don W.
and Theresa E. Thomson personal papers; Scrapbooks and note;
Awards and honours.

Canadian Authors Association Files. Original, 1928-1975,
0.500 m. (Vol. 1-3).
Correspondence, general and printed material, scrapbooks.
Included are the C.A.A.'s constitution, various financial
statements and minutes. There are several publications,
and information on conventions and membership fees.

Canadian Author and Bookman Files. Original, 1945-1976, 0.100
m. (Vol. 3).
Correspondence, general material. The bylaws of the C.A.
and B. are included, and also miscellaneous information.

Men and Meridians Files. Original, 1908-1976, 0.020 m. (Vol.
4-13).
Correspondence, printed material, research files. There
are numerous publications on surveying and mapping
included. The research files use for Men and Meridians, and
other publications, are listed.

DPon W. Thomson Personal Papers. Original, 1506-1993, 1.400 m.

(Vol. 14-23).
Correspondence, general material, manuscripts, personal
material, printed material, scrapbooks. Included are
several items of correspondence to publishers, and copies
of his speeches. There are files concerning his honorary
Doctor of Laws degree and various scrapbooks describing
his trips to Europe, Africa, South America and Japan.

Theresa E. Thomson Personal Papers. Original, n.d.,
1939-1976, 0.200 m. (Vol. 23-24).
Correspondence, general material, printed material,
scrapbooks. There are various newspaper clippings
included, and many of her short stories.

Daon W. and Theresa E. Thomson Personal Papers. Original,
1951-1975, 0.100 m. (Vol. 24).
Correspondence, printed material. Included are contracts
concerning their published books of poetry, and copies of
their publications.

Scrapbooks and note. Original, 1927-1978, 0.050 m. (Vol. 25}).
The scrapbooks contain newspaper clippings relating to Don
Thomson's early career as Parliamentary reporter for the
Edmonton Journal, as a book reviewer for the Ottawa Citizen,
and clippings regarding the Canadian Authors Association and
the Canadian Writers Foundation. The note signed by C.P.
Stacey relates to Theresa E. Thomson.



-

awards and Honours. Original, 1927-1988, 0.050 m. (Vol. 26).
Honorary life membership in the Canadian Authors
Association, 1980-81; fellowship in the Royal Geographical
Society, 1968; enrolment in the Law Society of Alberta,
1927; Thomson's "A Dedication to Canadian Mapmakers"”;
introduction of Thomson at the Canadian Authors
conference, 1981; letter from James E. Chamberlain, 1965;
letter from P.E. Trudeau, 1974; note on plagque at Ottawa
Public Library, 1986 and "Reciplent of Don. W. Thomson
Award, May 1988."

Social and Cultural Archives Program.
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VOLUME 1:

CANADIAN AUTHORS ASSOCIATION

Correspondence
Barnard, Leslie Gordon, 1947, 1957-58, 1960-61
Branches - Edmonton, 1969, 1975
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General
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CANADIAN AUTHORS ASSOCTATION

General
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Printed Material
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Scrapbooks
C.A.A. & Don W. Thomson's early life, 1928, 1934-36, 1941-42, 1948, 1962, 1965

C.A.A., 1936-39
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General, 1967-74

General
Bylaws, April 12, 1945
Miscellaneous, 1954, 1959, 1966-71, 1974-76

VOLUME 4:
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Correspondence
Andrews, G.S., 1964-65, 1968, 1973
General, 1963, 1965-76

Printed Material
Alberta Land Surveyors Association -
Report of Proceedlngs of the 46th Annual General Meeting, 1955

u 47th u 1 , 1956
L n 48th n " , 1957
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" u 50th N I , 1959
" " 51th " n s 1960
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Report of Proceedlngs of the 52nd Annual General Meeting, 1957

" 57th i " , 1962
" n 60th " " , 1965
" " 65th " " , 1970

British Columbia Land Surveyors - General Survey Instructions, 1959
The Canadian Surveyor, July 1927
L i , April 1929
, Jan. 1930
L t , Jan. 1949
, April 1956
, Jan. 1958
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MEN AND MERIDIANS

Printed Material

Etude sur le statut de géom&tre, la cartographie et 1'organisation
fonciére dans les différents pays, 1963

Gazateer of Canada, 1966

The Geodetic Survey of Canada, 1912

Geographical Exploration and Topographical Mapping by the U.S.
Government, 1952

The Geometric Survey, 1910

Geophysics in Government, 1963

The Hunting Survey Companies, n.d.

Instructions for Building Triangulations Towers, 1952

Journal of the Dominion Land Surveyors Association, Jan. 1924

Journal of the Dominion Land Surveyors Association, Oct. 1924

Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada, 1924

Manitoba, n.d.

Manitoba the Keystone Province, n.d.

Manitoba Pageant, 1958

The Manitoba Surveyor, 1962

The Manitoba Surveyor - Extract, 1969

Papérs read before the Historical and Scientific Society of Manitoba, 1954

New Brunswick the Picture Province of Canada, n.d.

Newfoundland the Fortress Isle, 1963

Newfoundland Quarterly, 1963

Provincial Parks - Newfoundland, 1963

New Nova Scotia, n.d.

The Nova Scotia Surveyor, 1960

The Nova Scotia Surveyor, 1963

Maps of Nova Scotia, 1958

VOLUME 5:
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Printed Material

Ontario - Crown Surveys, 1962

Highlights - Department of Lands and Forests, Ontario - Annual Report
to the Minister, 1962

List of Registered Ontario Land Surveyors, 1962

List of Registered Ontario Land Surveyors, 1964

Ontario Department of Mines - List of Publications, 1963

The Ontario Land Surveyor, 1962

Oregon Historical Quarterly, 1965

Prince Edward Island, n.d.

Publications of the Dominion, 1966

Québec - Corporation des arpenteurs géométres, 1949

Québec - Direction générale du domaine territorial pour une ré&organisation
des activités cartographiques, 1970

Report of the Commission Appointed to Delimit the Boundary between
the Provinces of Alberta and British Columbia, 1955

Report of the Department of Public Records and Archives, 1962




VOLUME 5 (cont'd):

Printed Material
Saskatchewan Hi

MEN AND MERIDIANS

story, 1950

Saskatchewan - Northwest Territories Boundary 1953 to 1962, 1963
Soundings - Canadian Hydrographic Service,

" 1"

" "

v w W e u

May 1962

June 1963
Oct. 1963
Dec. 1964
April 1965
Aug. 1966
Dec. 1966

A Statistical Reference of Lands and Forests Administration, 1963
Topographic Instructions of the United States Geological Survey, 1966

Toponomie, 1966

Research Files

Research Files,
" 1

n "

2

VOLUME 6:

Research Files

Research Files,
1" n

3

e

-

VOLUME 7:

Research Files

Research Files,
" "

-

2
3
>
2

VOLUME 8:

Research Files

Research Files,
n 1"

1962-69
1963-65
1963-66

MEN AND MERIDIANS

1963-64, 1966-67

1959, 1961, 1963-66, 1968
1963-64, 1966, 1968, 1970
1960, 1962-67, 1571
1961-65

1962, 1964-65

MEN AND MERIDIANS

1958, 1963-65

1957, 1962-64, 1967
1963-66

1962-66

1963-69

1963, 1966, 1970

MEN AND MERIDIANS

1960, 1963-64, 1967, 1969
1962-64, 1967
1963-64, 1966,
1962-65, 1967
1961, 1963-66

1964, 1967-68

1968-69



VOLUME 9:

Research Files

Research Files,

"

VOLUME 10:

Research Files

i

2

>
3
2
3

Research Files,

"
"

VOLUME 11:

Research Files

n

2

3
2
2
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1963-64, 1966
1961-67, 1970
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1963-66

1963-68, 1970 :
1962-65, 1967-69, 1972

1958, 1960, 1962-70

1963-69

MEN AND MERIDIANS

Research Files,

"
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Research Files
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VOLUME 14:

DON W. THOMSON

Correspondence
Black, Gervis B., 1976
Macmillan Company of Canada Ltd., 1970, 1972
McClelland § Stewart Ltd., 1972, 1975
McGraw-Hill Ryerson Ltd., 1972
Paradis, Mrs. Norma, 1966-67
Prudham, George, 1956, 1958-59, 1964, 1974
Ryerson Press - Lorne Pierce, 1951, 1955-58
Ryerson Press - Allan Sangster, 1960-63, 1965-67
Thomson, Theresa E.; Don W. Thomson's parents, 1927, 1936, 1945, 1947,

1851-52, 1955-76

General
Contracts relating to publications, 1961, 1963-64, 1966, 1970-73, 1975
Deacon, W.A. - Testimonial Dinner, 1961
Energy Mines § Resources, Department, 1966, 1968-70, 1572-73, 1975
Miscellaneous, 1951--2, 1955-56, 1972
Ontario Land Surveyors Qualifications Tests, 1972-75
Ottawa Neighbourhood Services, 1956-60, 1962-65, 1972
Plaque for Canadian Mapmakers - Dedication, 1973

Manuscripts
Bourinot, Arthur S., 1950, 1958, 1960, 1969

Excursions in Verse, 1943, 1947, 1952-58, 1968
Miscellaneous Articles, 1960, 1965
Skyview Canada, 1973-76

Personal
Biographical Sketches of Don W. Thomson, 1906-36, 1975
Doctor of Laws Degree - Honorary - University of Alberta, 1970
Federal Civil Service, 1928, 1941, 1944, 1949-54, 1956-74
Job Applications, 1925-34, 1936
In Memoriam - Theresa E. Thomson, 1975-76
Passports, 1962, 1972
Speeches, 1961-62, 1964-65, 1967, 1969

VOLUME 15:

DON W. THOMSON

Printed Material
Abstracts of Papers § Biographical Sketches of Speakers, 1965
Annual Convocation - University of Alberta, 1970
Association of Canadian Map Libraries, 1972
The Beaver, 1960
British Columbia Historical News, 1973-74
The Canadian, 1933
Canadian Author and Bookman, 1959, 1967, 1969-71
Canadian Geogrpahical Journals, 1966, 1969
Canadian Historical Review, 1929
Canadian Poetry, 1966
The Cartographer, 1967




VOLUME 15 (cont'd):

DON W. THOMSON

Printed Material
Central India Torch, 1959
Convention Program of the A.S.P. & the A.C.S.M., 1965
Debates of the Senate, 1962, 1967 :
Echoes, 1931
The Fiddlehead, 1957
The 49th Parallel, 1968
The Foundation § the Man, 1959
Full Tide, 1960-62, 1964-65, 1967-71
Geos, 1973, 1976
The History of Surveying & Mapping in Canada, 1967
House of Commons, 1975
The Location Hunters, 1975
MacLeans, 1928
Map Lore, 1975
Map Production § Reproduction in Canada, 1967
Motor Truck & Coach, 1958

VOLUME 16"
DON W, THOMSON

Printed Material
National Review Canada, 1956
The New Magazine, 1935
The New Trail, 1956
North, 1961, 1967, 1970
Nova Scotia Book of Verse, n.d.
01d Times, 1970
Precambrian, 1958
Professional Public Service, 1957-58
Readers Digest, n.d.
Ryerson Books, 1955
S § M News, 1960, 1969-70
Saturday Night, 1931, 1933, 1934-36, 1940-41
These Sixty Years 1892-1952 , 1952
A Study of Claiming § Surveying Procedures, 1971
Surveying § Mapping, 1967
Telephone Nirectory - Federal Government, May 1945
The Trail, 1928, 1930
Trees Along the Way, 1969
The United Church Observer, 1960
The Weir Study Committee on the D.L.S. Qualifications, 1973
Western Home Monthly, 1930

Scrapbooks
Africa § Southern FEurope - Canadian Official Trade Mission, 1947




VOLUME 17:

DON W. THOMSON

Scrapbooks
Africa & Southern Europe - Press stories, 1947-49, 1953

Africa & Southern Europe - Also, James A. MacKinnon, Minister of Trade
and Commerce, 1942, 1945, 1947-55, 1965, 1970

VOLUME 18:

DON W, THOMSON

Scrapbooks
Banff School of Fine Arts, 1932, 1946, 1953-55, 1969, 1971, 1975
Doctor of Laws Degree - University of Alberta, 1970
Introduction to Middle America, 1946
Japan (via Honolulu) Diary, vol. 1; Japan Diary, vol. 2, 1969

VOLUME 19:

DON W. THOMSON
Scrapbooks

MacKinnon, James A. - Minister of Trade and Commerce, 1948-49
MacKinnon, James A. - Trip to Mexico & Central America, 1946-48, 1953, 1958,
1962, 1964

Miscellaneous: Book reviews; Skyview Canada; Correspondence; Poems, 1965,
1971, 1975-76

Miscellaneous: C.A.A.; Surveying; Men and Meridians, 1966-67, 1970-75

Miscellaneous: C.A.A.; Newspaper clippings; Photos, 1949, 1966-70, 1973-76

VOLUME 20:

DON W. THOMSON

Scrapbooks
Miscellaneous: Men and Meridians; Poems, 1963, 1966-70, 1973

Miscellaneous: Photos; Correspondence; Canadian Institute of Surveying;
C.A.A. Convention; Resources for Tomorrow Conference; Men and
Meridians, 1954, 1957-67

Miscellaneous: Political stories from the Ottawa Press Gallery (House
of Commons), for the Lethbridge Herald; Book reviews; Clippings,
1959-60, 1963, 1966

Miscellaneous: Political stories from the Ottawa Press Gallery (House
of Commons), for the Lethbridge Herald; Book reviews; Clippings,
1959-69, 1975

Miscellaneous: Political stories from the Ottawa Press Gallery (House
of Commons), for the Lethbridge Herald; Book reviews; Clippings,
1960, 1975

Miscellaneous: Political stories from the Ottawa Press Gallery (House
of Commons), for the Lethbridge Herald; Book reviews; Clippings;
and Don W. Thomson's first political column, Sept. 15, 1932., 1958-59
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VOLUME 21:

_.DON W. THOMSON

Scrapbooks
Prudham, George, Minister of Mines & Technical Surveys, 1950-59, 1963

Prudham, George, Minister of Mines & Technical Surveys, 1949-63, 1967,
1972, 1974

VOLUME 22:
DON W. THOMSON

Scrapbooks
Prudham, George, Minister of Mines & Technical Surveys - Trip to Ghana, 1957

Resources for Tomorrow Conference, 1961-62

VOLUME 23:

DON W. THOMSON

Scrapbooks
Seven Windows to Europe, 1947
Wings Over Africa (vols. 1 & 2}, 1947

THERESA E. THOMSON

Correspondence
Poetry, n.d.

General
Newspaper clippings, 1939-40, 1943-48, 1955-58, 1961-76

Short stories, n.d.

Printed Material
Canadian Geographical Journals, 1950, 1968
Canadian Poetry, 1968
Heritage, 1974
Silver Anniversary, 1956
Silver Shadows, 1951

VOLUME 24:
THERESA E. THOMSON

Scrapbooks
Miscellaneous: correspondence; Christmas Cards; Clippings, 1949-59, 1969

DON W, § THERESA E. THOMSON

Correspondence
Contracts re: poetry books, 1951, 1955, 1957, 1959, 1974-75
River & Realm, 1958-62
Starway & High Orbit, 1975




VOLUME 24 (cont'd):

DON W. & THERESA THOMSON

Printed Material
Alberta Poetry Year Book, 1961
Careless Pathway, 1958
Even the Night, 1954
A Look at Canadian Poetry 1948-1958, 1958
Myth & Monument, 1957
Poets of the Capital, 1973
River & Realm, 1959
The Royal Tour, 1959
Ryerson Books, 1951, 1955, 1957, 1959-60
Silver Light, 1955
Starway § High Orbit, 1974

VOLUME 25

Scrapbooks and note, 1927-1978, 5 cm (volume 25)
The scrapbooks contain newspaper clippings relating to Don Thomson's
early career as Parliamentary reporter for the Edmonton Journal; as a
book: reviewer for the Ottawa Citizen; and clippings regarding the
Canadian Authors Association and the Canadian Writer's Foundation. The
note signed by C.P. Stacey is in memory of Theresa E. Thomson.



