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MG 17, RELIGICUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS) in Canada : East Farnham
G 3 Monthly Meeting, Que-

Microfiche, 1822-1911. 50 fiche. Finding Aid No. 1309.

The Farnham Meeting of Friends was a Monthly Meeting of
Ferrisburg Quarterly Meeting (Orthodox), which belonged
to New York Yearly Meeting. It was established by
Vermont Friends who, because of the unpopularity of
Quaker attitudes towards the War of the American
Revolution, left New England and settled at Allen's
Corner (later East Farnham) in Brome County, Lower
Canada. Unofficial meetings for worship began about
181/, and were formally authorized by Ferrisburg Monthly
Meeting in 1821. The first meeting house was built in
1823. The Preparative Meeting was established in 1826
and the Monthly Meeting set off in 18,2. It was event-
ually laid down in 1902.

The original records, which are in the Archives of New
York Yearly Meeting of Friends, were microfiched in 1983
for the Canadian Friends Historical Association, Torento,
Ontario. The Public Archives of Canada acquired a copy
of the microfiche in 1983 through the courtesy of Jane V.
vavitz, Librarian of the Friends Collection at Pickering
College, Newmarket, Ontario.

Finding Aid No. 1309 contains an historical account of the
Farnham Meeting derived from The Story of the Farnham Meeting
..., 1820-1902, by S.A. Zielinski (Fulford, P.Q. : 1961), and
2 table of contents for the microfiche. ‘A summary of the
registers of births, marrisges, burials, removals, and members,
in the collection is provided by the Guide to Parish Registers
(Themetic Guide No. 1206«
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Records of the Farnhém Meeting of Friends (Orthodox), which
was the only Quaker meeting in Quebec before the establishment
of the Montreal Meeting in the mid—twentieth century. The
records consist mainly of the minutes of the Preparative
Meeting (Men, 1826-1878, and Women, 1822-1878) and of the
Monthly Meeting, 1842-1902 (which include the Ministers and
Elders Preparative Meeting, 1845-1902). Also included are

the Treasurer's Book, 1853-1903, and registers of births,
marrisges, burials, removals, and memkters, 1839-1911.

May 1981 7-9653

J.P. Birkett Pre-Confederation
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{  EXCERPTS FROM : THE STORY OF

THE

. FARNHAM MEETING

. A QUAKER MEETING
IN

ALLEN’S CORNER

EAST FARNHANM TOWNSHIP
BROME COUNTY

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC
CANADA

1820 - 1902

4 By
S.A. ZIELINSKI
FULFORD - P.Q.

1961
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THE MEETING

The Genealogy of the Farnham Meeting.

1671 - Flushing Monthly Meeting (Long Island).
1725 - Purchase Monthly Meeting.

1744 - Oblong Monthly Meeting.

1769 - Nine Partners Monthly Meeting.

1778 - Easton Monthly Meeting.

1795 - Danby Monthly Meeting.

1801 - Ferrisburg Monthly Meeting.

1842 - Farnham Monthly Meeting.

The Chronology of the Farnhem Meeting.

1814-1819 - Meetings for worship.
1820 - Request for meetings for worship on the 1l-st & S-th day.
1821 - Request granted by Ferrisburg Monthly Meeting.
1822 - Indulged Meeting.
1823 - First Meeting House.
1826 - Preparative Meeting.
1828 - Meeting laid down.
1828 - Meeting re-opened ee Orthodox.
1831 - First Meeting House destroyed by fire.
1834 - Second Meeting House.
1840 - Monthly Meeting on Probation.
1842 - Monthly Meeting.
1853 - Meeting divided. Wilburites hold separste meetings.
1871 - Third Meeting House.
1902 - Meeting laid down.
1907 - Meeting House sold and pulled down.
1917 - Friends Cemetery Co. in Cowansville ‘incorporated.
1950 - Occesional Meetings for Worship resumed
by Montreal Monthly Meeting.
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Meetingas for worship were taking place even before 1818, 1t is
more than likely that they started as soon as Aaron Bull and Enowleses
came from Vermont, ehich must have been around 1814, By 1B20 three fami-
lies: Knowleses, Bulls, and Meaders decided that they will have a regu-
lar meeting, and sent a reguest to Ferrisburg to held a meetiné for wor-
ship on the 1l-st day. :

Thia request was signed by 14 applicents: 7 Knowleges, 5 Bulls,
and 2 Meaders. Its delivery took 23 days. It was sent on Sept,, Lth,
and received in Ferrisburg on the 27th, ' i

The 14 founders of the Meeting were: David Knowles (David E.);
Anne Knowles (probably Anna Fish, wife of David jr.); David Knowles jr.;
Ass Knowles; Jemima Knowles ("sunt" of Hannah){ John Xnowles {brother
of David E.); Honnah Knowles (later wife of George C.Eall); Aaron Bull;
Philes (Knowles) Bull; Abijah Bull (wife of Gideon); Nicea Bull (later
wife of Jomes Meader); Margaret Bull (sister of Aaron); James Meader,
Ribuer Meader.

On January, 3, 1821 the request was granted Tor pme yesr, One
Meeting for Worship on Sunday, and one on Thursday. Trey were to take
Place in the house of David E.Knowles, sbout a mile north from Allen's
Corner on the east side of the road to Adamsville.

In Ferrisburg a committee was selected to vizit the new meeting.
Its members were: Ann N.Hoag, Thos.Robinson, Chilecz Wood, Nathan Austin,
Moses H.Bedee, Valentin Meader, S.Gregory, and Lare:z QOtis.

On April 18, 1B22 the meeting wos allowed as Indulged Meeting.

A year later the [irst Meeting House was built on lc: 11/11 across the
road from the present monument.

In 1826 the meeting became & Preparative Mzeling., By this time
it developped normally and had plenty of committees: for the care of
schools, for the Indian affsires, for the care of Rkt reeting house,

"and make fire therein', for the poor, to investigate tke morsls of Een-
ry Knowles, to eatablish the quota paid to Ferrisburz, ond so on. There
were also Friends appointed to take part in each Moaibly Meeting in
Ferrisburg. !

The first burying ground of the meating wa:z lorated on the lot
11/15, which later on became Jewells® property, snd therefore it is
known as "Jewells' Burying Ground". It was used since 1526 and probably
much earlier. Here are the graves of Charles Tater apg of both his
wives, of Joseph Taber, of John {Pere) Hoskins, ¢f D:vid Knowles, and

of many others.
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It comes as a shock when we read that in 1828 the Farnham
Meeting was "laid down" (closed). No explanaticps are offered in the
records, What actumlly happened was that among tn: elders of the Fer-
risburg Meeting there was a majority of Hickaitez. ani they were run-
ning the meeting for a while. Since Farnham Preparative was orthodox, it
was loid down. It was a very irregulsr procedure: to close a meeting with-
out even consulting the members, Then shortly after. the Ferrisburg Meeting
became orthodox too, and Farnham was reinstated.

A year later there wss a sort of a census among the members. Its
purpose was to make the members share the finsncial responsibilities of
the meeting proportionally to their earthly possessions. The first draft
of these poscessions was made in 1829. It was not accepted, snd a second
one was made in 1830. According to the first draft the weslthiest member
of the mecting was Devid Knowles: his farm was evaluated at § 399.00,
when the poorest was Benjamin Taber (8§ 21.00). The resson why this first
was relected was that several members were entirely omitted in the first
version although they were rather in the upper bracket: Asron Bull - in
the second draft $ 400,00; Nicholas Austin § 350.00; Reuben Goddard =
$ 200. Benjamin Taber dropped from § 21.00 to § 15.00.

What this evalustion meant is hard te say. It could not be the
actual value of sny ferm however poor., The prices then were not as low,
as we may think now. A pound of butter was 15¢, and a dozen eggs 10¢.
Thus the poorest Friend's property wouldnot be worth more than § 70.00C
in our currency, which ouviously is impossible. On the other hand it was
not the amctual yearly contribution to the meeting, because it would be
much too high.

The library of the mevting was started in 1630. The first pur-
chase was of a blank book, and of B book case (§ 2.50). The first entries
were 5h copies of the London Meeting FEpistle, extrascts of the Yearly
Meeting in New York, and some back copies of the same, "which were all
read to our edification". The library finally had 130 books, not counting
"gpistles", and periodicals. It is now in Brome County Historical Museum
in Knowlton, Que.

In 1831 the first meeting house burned down. There waes a commit-
tee to work out plans for building a new house, but afger a year of deli-
berations it resigned. In all it took three years to build the second
meeting house (1834). This time it was situated on the lot I1/11 which be-
longed to Hethan Purinton. It was closer to the road than the existing

foundantions of the third house. It was facing south, and the driveway

ran around it.
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The house had two doors: on the left for men, and on the right
for women, Facing the entrance there was the usual gallery for ministers
and elders, In the centre of the gallery sat the "acknowledged" ministers
then the elders, and then other ministers,

Probably a unique feature of this meeting house were two rocking
chairs in front of the gollery: one occupied by Stephen Basset because

of his infirmity, and the other by Frederick Englend for ne reason,

The meetings for worship were held together by men and women,
but the meetings for business were separate. A partition was erected for
the latter so that they could take place simultaneously.

At the beginning of the meeting for worship everybody kept his
headgear on, until momebody spoke, then the hats were removed, The mee-
tings on the first dasy lasted up to three hours. They started with si-
lence which would not be interrupted for an hour or 50, but then one of
the ministers would preach for another hour. It seems that short, really
inspired testimonies were rare, although Abner Hedee encouraged younger
members to speak in the meeting, ’

On the 22nd of June, 1840 the meeting wen asllowed as s Monthly
Meeting on Probation, and finally twe years later (May, 23, 1842) as a
Monthly Meeting. It took nearly 22 years aince the original petiticn.

Each month two delegates of the Farnham Meeting were supposed
to attend the Monthly Meeting in Ferrisburg. This must have been quite
a hardship particulsrly in winter. The deleagtes presented the minutes
of their meeting, and brought back instructions, solutions of minor pro-
blems, and various reguests, often for money. There were subscriptions
to help the poor, the Indians, the Irish, the "people of colour in North
Carolina, the schopol at "Ninepardners" and 5o on. How successful were
such appeals? One of the subscriptions for the Indians raised 4 1.56.

Friends were acting in the traditional leisurely way. When Een-
ry Knowles was accused of immoral conduct it took nearly two years be-
fore the meeting found out that "the complaint is not supported'.

After Papineau Rebellion ao osth of alleglance was required
from the new settlers. The Quakers from the district sent a letter in
1838 to Lord Durhem assuring him of their loyalty snd sbhorrence of any
sort of bloodshed and violence, but asking to be released from the oath.
It is very characteristic of the relations which existed between the
Friends, and what we call new "the larger community", that EEEE_ESEEEE

was signed by practically everybody living in or asround Allen's Corner,

except the Buckas of course.
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Starting with 1850 the Quarterly Meeting was held once a yesar
in East Farpham. This took plece in October. Many Friends from Vermont
and visiting ministers attended. QObviously Friends even then did not
think much about political frontiers, and did not worry that a Quarterly
Meeting which belonged to New York was held in a foreign country.

The Wilbur-Gurney controversy reached East Farnham enkly in the
fifties. In 1853 the meeting is alreay divided, nithough the Wilburite
minority was very small. It consisted mostly of a few Knowleses, who
held & separate meeting.

Nevertheless there were quite a few Friends disgusted by the
hestility between the two factions, becouse in the following years many

were disowned and many left the meeting of their own will. Then the di-
vision was rollowed by a revivsl, parallel to the great revival in Uni-
ted States. More than & dezen new members huinad the meeting, and a new
(third) meeting house wss built, although it was net necessary at all.
The old (second) house was pulled down in 1570, and the new erected in
1871. It was facing north and was ouilt above the old driveway. low 1t
had only one door. The gallery was as.usual at the bace, and above it
there wss a large clock which ticket veré loudly. At least this is what

the last survivors of the meeting remewber from their childhood.

THE MEETING AND THE HOAG FAMILY

There is one aspect of the hlstory of the Farnhem Meeting which
jg extremely difficult to reconstruct, and this is the line of the spi-

ritual development of the meeting. We learn for instance that in 1828

the meeting became suddenly “orthodox", apparently without any dissen-
ters. Then sgain in eprly fifties, although this time with plenty of op-
position the meeting followed Gurney. Finally in the seventies it joined
;n the "revival" and probably became still more evangelical.

But who decided what direction the Meeting was going to follow
in ench caose? The Elders, the majority, the Juarterly Meeting? Unfortu-

nately the records of the meeting do not help. They contain facts but

no explanatiens,
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The Meeting was technically isolated, yet exposed to many influ-
ences. There were books, pamphlets, snd periodicals supplied by Ferris-
burg, New York, and London. There were visitors, snd there were travel-
ling members of the meeting.

The first division wus hardly felt in East Farnham. Yet the Ferw
risburg Meeting was so0 strongly divided that, as we have alrendy seen,
the Hicksites won at [irst, and the orthodox Friends later on. And out
of some nine Preparative Meetings which then belonged to Ferrisburg only
two were not divided, Farnham being one of them.

What helped the meeting in 1828 was probably their close rela-
tions with Joseph Hoag. Knowleses, then very influencial in the meeting,
and three other families were related to Hoags by marriage, and Joseph
was ptrongly anti-hicksite., Fe was also an outstanding personality, ex-
tremely sincere and outspoken. 'hat is more he was "psychic" and often
spoke in meetings sbout the mest intimate preblems of the congregaticn,
although he could not be aware cf them in any ordipnary way.

But Joseph Hoag was not only an anti-hicksite, but also a Wil-
burite, although this second controversy only just started when he was
dying. He put both Hicks and Gurney in the same category of deviptip-
nistn.

In the meantime the Meeting had s visit from J.J.Gurney in 1838,
and the visit although & very short one, left a very deep impression.
Gurncy ceme to Allen's Corner on the 10th of October, and was greeted
not only as s famous Quaker, but also as 5 friend of the Governor, Earl
of Durham. He advised the Meeting what to do in connection with the re-
cent Pupineau rebellion; he practically dicated the letter to Durham,
and o delegation left immediately for Quebec.

In 1843 the meeting had a visit of Lindley Murray Hoag, son of
Joseph. Lindley unlike Joseph was an evangelist, and he came to East

Farnhpom several times,
\



Thus when the second division stsrted the Meeting wss torn in
two opposite directions: one represented by Joseph Yoag, the other by
J.,J.Gurney, and Lindley Hoag. The short visit of Gurney could be forgot-
ten but Lindley Hosg was ss strong a personality as his futher.iund he
was slsop "psychic". He travelled not only in Ambrica. but in British
Isles, and Scandinavia where he performed s sort of a minor miracle by
discovering a small community in the mountalns, se isolated and remote,
that even the local highlanders never hesrd about it.

Apparently the Gurneite [action won, but at a very heavy cost
of dicownments, resignations, and of general dissati{sfaction.

- Lindley Hoag's influence was felt again when many newsmembers
joined the meeting during the evsngelical revival, when the third nee=-
ting house was built.

Thus the fate of the Farnham Meeting was closely associated with

the history eof the Hoag family for half a century or more,

essssnns

THE DECLINE

There are several theories which try tec explain the decline of
the Farnham Meeting. They offer many reasons: the division of the for-
ties, the isolatien, the strict attitude of the elders toward the young
members marrying outside of the Society, the simplicity of the meeting
for worship as compsred with the glamourous services of other denomina=-
tions. They are all valid, but they do not include all factors,

They do not explain for instance why small meetings estsblished
by the esrly settlers at a distance from larger centers had s definite
span of life., Thus the earlier meetings died early, and the latest sur-
vived several decades longer. The only explanation is that the "civili-
sation" of cheap technology, higher weges, looser sccisl life, and of
other temptmtions was always catching up with the pettlements pfter two
or three generations, i.e. when the.settlements became prbsperous enough
to make this intrusion profitable. The early community of a cooperative
type would become a competitive one, where spiritusl goals were soon
sbandoned. The uncompromizing sttitude of juskerism was here at a disad-

vantage compared with the opportunism of other religious denominations.
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After the short revival in the seventies the number of members
started to decline repidly. In the nineties there were about s dozen
attending the meeting for worship. In 1900 "only a handful of Friends
remained", and the Meeting was lsid down in 1902. The meeting house ¥as
for sale but somehow nobody bought it. There was an "Episcopal Guild"
who tried to buy it for a parish hall, but the transaction did not tuake
place. Finally it was so0ld for lumber to s contractor Guy Morey, who
pulled it down and took away. He is said to heve used the lumber for
construction of houses in Lachine, but this does not meke much sense,

as the transportption would cost more than the materisl.

R

Just n yesnr before the last meetings for worship took place,
a committee was formed to take care ol the original burying ground, cal-
led "Jewell cemetery". Kezial Jewell made a gift of land on which the
burying ground wss situsted 'inp consideration that the said Plot of
ground shall remain {orever as such burying ground sacred to the memory
of those whose mortal remsins are sand were buried there,,.". Six Tabers,
two Bulls, and ten other names appear on the subsription list: "for the
purpose of cleaning up the ground and further beautifying and fencing
the Jewell Burying Ground". This cemetery is in a remarkably good shape

today.
In January 1917 "The Friends Cemetery Company" was incorporated

in Cowansville. This company still exists and tares care cf the Meeting
House burying ground.
The Bullsberg burying ground was incorporated in the Anglican

cemetery. The old graves sre in very good preservation.

There is no moral to this story but there is a sequence.
Three decades passed when no regular meetings f[or worship took place
either in Vermont or in the Province of Quebec. Then a new Meeting was
opened in Montresl, and new Meetings in Vermont soon followed.-There is
no¥ 8 Quarterly Meeting in the same area where the old Ferrisburg Mee-
ting was so active a century ago. Meetinge fer worsh%p taxe place in

the Eastern Townships.
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Description Dates
MONTHLY MEETING (cont.)

Women's Minutes 5 21 Oct. 1867 -
" " 6 23 Sept. 1875 -
Joint Men's and Women's Minutes 6 (cont.) 25, Feb. 1878 -
" " " " n 7 25 hug. 1881 -
" n 1 n n 8 24 March 1887 -
" " " " L 9 23 Feb. 1893 -
" " " " " 10 5 Feb. 1902 -

Register of Births, Marriages, Burials,

Removals, and Members 1839 -
Register of Members 1885 -
Register of Births, Marriages, Burials 1 1861 —

" " n " n 2 1882 —
Treasurer's Book 1 1853 —
" " 2 1890 -

Ministers and Elders Preparative (Select) Minutes 1 20 April 1845 -
n " " " n " 2 [52 Julﬂ 1855 —

23;Sept.

23 May
28 July
2l, Feb.
26 Jan.

5 Feb.
10 Oct.

1885

1911

1881
1911

1889

1875
1878
1881
1887
1893
1902
1902

15903;. 1857

22 April 1855

19 July

1857

Microfiche No.
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.17

18
15

20
21

22

23

25

26
27

28
29




Description
MONTHLY MEETING (cont.)

Ministers and Elders Preparative (Select) Minutes

PREPARATIVE MEETING

Men's Minutes

A

7"

"

1
2

L B e N

18
26

26
26

15
19
12

21
15
18
19
A
15

18

15

Dates

Oct. 1857 -
April 1871 -

April 1894

June 1826 -
April 1832 -
Oct. 1837 -

QOct .

June

1841 -
1848 —
1854 -
1860 -
1866 -

May
Jan.

Nov.
June 1871 -
April 1822:-

June 1826 -

26

23

26
10

19
19
18

14

49

April
Sept .

April
Oct.

April
Oct.
Sept. .

June
May
Dec.
Oct .
June
March

Sept »

June

1871
1880

1894
1902

1832
1837
1841

1848
1854
1859
1866
1871
1878

1826

1834

Microfiche No.

30
31

32
33

34
35
36

37
38
39
40
41
L2
43

Ly




Description Dates Microfiche No.

PREPARATIVE MEETING (cont.)

Women's Minutes 2 17 July 1834 - 14 April 1842 L5
" n 3 14 April 1842 - 18 Jan. 1849 L6

" oo L 18 Jan. 1849 - 15 Nov. 1849 and
Monthly Meeting Minutes 17 Dec. 1864 L7
" L 1 20 Dec. 1849 — 21 Oct. 1858 L8
L " . 21 Oct. 1858 - 20 March 1873 49

" " 3 17 April 1873 - 21 March 1878 50




