Christie’s South Kensington Album
Acc. No. 1988-075.

This album was purchased at the Christie’s South Kensington sale of 30 April 1987, lot 239. The
identity of its owner or compiler has never been attributed, but | believe that the album was
assembled by a member of the Frederick N. Gisborne family, possibly by his son Hartley
Gisborne, but more likely by Frederick himself. Frederick N. Gisborne (1824-1892) was an
inventor and businessman, who proposed underwater telegraphic cables first to link the Atlantic
provinces, and then to cross the Atlantic ocean.

Frederic Newton Gisborne was born in Broughton, Lancashire, England, 8 March 1824. His
father was Hartley Packer Gisborne; his mother was descended from a half sister of Sir Isaac
Newton. Fred Gisborne pioneered the construction of electric telegraph systems and was
responsible for the installation of one of the world's earliest underwater electric telegraph cables.
As a youth he accompanied his uncle to Tahiti and Mexico, where they attempted to grow gutta
percha as insulation for electric wires. He moved with his brother to Canada in 1845 and farmed
for two years near St. Eustace, Lower Canada.

Gisborne worked as one of the first operators for the Montreal Telegraph Company, becoming its
Chief Operator, then in 1847 was appointed General Manager of the British North American
Electric Telegraph Association, which was formed for the purpose of connecting the Maritime
provinces with Upper and Lower Canada. From 1849-51 he held the position of Superintendent
of Telegraphs in Nova Scotia. During the early 1850s Gisborne began to study the possibility of
a submerged transatlantic cable, and interested Joseph Howe and others in the subject. Having
received their permission to conduct a preliminary survey, he travelled to the United States to
find investors willing to sponsor the development and installation of a submarine line. He
enlisted the support of several businessmen and was appointed Engineer of the private company
that emerged as a result. After overseeing the establishment of an overland link from Nova
Scotia through New Brunswick to the United States, in 1852 he successfully laid an electric
telegraph cable under Northumberland Strait, connecting Prince Edward Island with the rapidly-
developing North American telegraph system.

Another step in Gisborne's original transatlantic plan had been to build a telegraph line across
Newfoundland and under Cabot Strait to Nova Scotia, where it could be connected to the
existing continental network. With a small steamer and a crew of six native Indians, he had
conducted a preliminary survey across Newfoundland in 1851, hiking through dense forests and
surviving much hardship. By 1853 labourers had been hired to clear a path for a cable. Before
their work could be completed, however, Gisborne's backers failed. The project was suspended
and the labourers' wages were unpaid. Gisborne sold property of his own in an attempt to meet
the company's outstanding debts, but his funds were inadequate and he was placed in debtor's
prison. To add to his grief, his young wife (Alida Ellen Starr, whom he had married in 1850)
died early in 1854, leaving him with two small children to raise.

Gisborne pleaded with the Colonial Government of Newfoundland for his release, asking that he
be given the opportunity to form a new company which would assume all outstanding debts and
complete the telegraph line from Newfoundland to Nova Scotia. The Government freed him and



passed an act granting a loan towards the salaries of the unpaid labourers. In the winter of 1853-
54 Gisborne returned to New York, where he solicited support from Cyrus W. Field and several
other investors. The New York, Newfoundland and London Telegraph Company was soon
formed, and it covered the debts of the preceding company and obtained partial financial support
from the Governments of Newfoundland, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and Maine.
Gisborne returned to Newfoundland in May, 1854 as Chief Engineer of the Company and
Superintendent of the submarine operation. A first attempt to lay a cable between Cape Ray,
Newfoundland and Cape Breton, Nova Scotia was made in 1855 but failed. In 1856 the effort
met with success, and Gisborne was offered a permanent position as Superintendent of the new
telegraph system. He rejected the terms offered, and his connection with the company ceased.

In 1856 Cyrus Field visited England to garner support for the construction of the transatlantic
telegraph system that Gisborne had envisioned earlier in the decade. The Atlantic Telegraph
Company, created as a result of Field's trip, finally linked Europe to America by cable in 1858.

Frederic Gisborne was elected President of the Mining Association of Newfoundland in 1857
and devoted himself to mining pursuits for several years, then returned to England as a mines
and minerals agent for the Government of Nova Scotia, superintending Nova Scotia’s
contributions to several World Expositions. In addition, he gave his attention to further scientific
inventions (including electrical and signalling devices), for which he received several British
medals. He returned to Canada in 1869 as Chief Engineer for an English company which had
investments in the coal mines of Cape Breton. In 1879 he accepted the position of
Superintendent of the Telegraph and Signal Service of the Dominion Government, where he
remained for several years. In that capacity, he was involved in the development of a cable
system stretching from Canada to Australia via the Aleutian Islands, Japan and New Guinea. He
also visited the NWT of Canada in 1883, where he inspected the government telegraphic services
in company with his son Hartley. He returned to the NWT in 1885 as part of the Northwest Field
Force.

Frederick Gisborne married his second wife, Henrietta Hernaman, in 1857. They had four
children, one of whom, Hartley, later became Superintendent of the Government Telegraph
Service in Manitoba and the Northwest Province, settling in North Battleford, Saskatchewan.
Another son, Francis, became a barrister in the federal Department of Justice. Frederic Gisborne
was a charter member of the Royal Society of Canada, a member of the Council of the Canadian
Society of Civil Engineers, and a member of many scientific associations. Frederick Gisborne
died in Ottawa on 30 August 1892.

Album Contents:

p. 1, tl: [Man and two women on toboggan in posed studio photograph].

Notman neg. 42585. PA-172300
p.1,tr.: [Possibly Prince Arthur posed in a studio setting of a

winter landscape]. Notman neg. 42760. PA-172302
p. 1, LL: [Four men posed in a studio setting of a winter landscape

with snowshoes]. Notman neg. 29680. PA-172301

p.1, Lr.: [Man posed in a studio setting of a winter landscape with
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snowshoes]. Notman neg. 84130.
Falls of Montmorenci.

Niagara in Winter. American Fall.
Chaudiere Falls, Ottawa.

General View Horse Shoe Falls.

The Death [posed studio setting of a Moose Hunt by Notman].

Ice Shove, Montreal Harbour.

[Head of a moose posed in studio setting].

Hon. Wm. MacDougall

Sir John Young.

Sir Hastings Doyle, K.C.B. Notman neg. 40581
Halifax from Geo’s Island. Notman neg. 39065.
Gen. Williams

Mrs. Bullock. Halifax, NS

Skating Carnival, Montreal [Notman Composite].
Mrs. Cunard and daughter, Halifax NS. Neg. 40837
Judge Johnston, N. Scotia. Neg. 41118.

Bishop Field, Newfoundland. Negative 40412.
Chaudiere Falls, Quebec.

Cable S.S. “Faraday” [ca. 18757]

Portland, Oregon. Mount Helena.

Suspension Bridge, Niagara.

Lorette Falls, Quebec

Hastings Castle

[Unidentified church - perhaps Hastings?]
Hasting [oval photograph]

[Woman standing on bridge over pond or stream].
Battle Abbey.

Worthing

Worthing Pier

Battle Abbey.

Battle Abbey.

Caption cut off [two hunters posed in landscape].
Cliffs near Dover.

[Photograph of tombstone of George Mocridge].
Hollington Church.

Hastings Castle

War Steamer “D’Estaing” [officers’ names follow], ca. 1873

Quebec [from Levis]

Nr. Worthing

Twin passenger SS Dover to Calais
Broadwater Church, Worthing

French War Steamer Le D’Estaing August 1873 off Point

Levi, Quebec
Fort Chambly

HMS Plover. Eardley Wilmot. Capt. Higgesley. Newfoundland

PA-172208
PA-172299
PA-172298
PA-172297
PA-172296
PA-172794
PA-172295
PA-172293
PA-172292
PA-172291
PA-172290
PA-172289
PA-172288
PA-172287
PA-172286
PA-172283
PA-172284
PA-172285
PA-172279
PA-172282
PA-172281
PA-172280
PA-172247
PA-172277
PA-172278
PA-172276
PA-172274
PA-172275
PA-172273
PA-172207
PA-172272
PA-172271
PA-172270
PA-172269
PA-172268
PA-172267
PA-172266
PA-172265
PA-172264
PA-172263
PA-172262
PA-172261

PA-172260
PA-172259
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Fleet.
International R R Pier, Sydney, CB

. 26, bottom: Engine Room, Cox-Heath Mine (to be removed from book).

. 27, top:
.27, b.l.:
.27, b
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. 30, top:
.30, b.l.:
.30, b.r.:

. 31, top:
.31, b.l.:
.31, b.r.:
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.32, b.:
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. 35:

. 36

.37
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.38, b.l.:

. 38, b.r.
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. 39, bottom
.40, top

. 40, middle
. 40, bottom
.41, top

. 41, bottom
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.43, top
. 43, bottom

.44, ..
44, tr.
.44 m.l.
.44, m.r.
.44, b.l.
.44, bur.
.45, top

. 45, bottom

F.N. Gisborne, residence, Sydney, Cape Breton, N. Scotia
Vernal Falls, Yosemite

Wellington’s Gigantic Cabs[?] [cut-out passage through Sequoia]
[Landscape - identified but inscriptions illegible]

Residence of Mr. [illegible]

Sentinel Rock, Yosemite 3270 and 2300 ft. altitude

El Capitaine, Yosemite

Sentinel Rock, & Geyser Lake, Yosemite

Ice Palace, Montreal, Winter of 1883-84

Yosemite Fall, Height 2684 feet

Bridal Fall, Yosemite. Height 900 ft.

Nevada Fall, Yosemite. Height 700 feet.

Yosemite. Glasier Point. Height 3200 feet.

Yale, Fraser River, B. Columbia, 1883

Yale, British Columbia

Cox-Heath Copper Mine, C. Breton, NS

Cox-Heath Mine, Cape Breton

Cox-Heath Mine, Cape Breton

Queenstown, Cove of Cork

Blarney Castle, Co. Cork 468 [Commercial photograph]
Fall near Blarney Castle

Blarney Castle, Co. Cork 27 [Commercial photograph]

In the Groves of Blarney Co. Cork 430 [Commercial photo]
Lake of Killarney [Ireland]

Lakes of Killarney [Ireland]

Lakes of Killarney [Ireland]

Cox-Heath Mine, C. Breton. Residence Robert L. Burchell, C E
Cox-Heath Mine

View near Battleford Saskatchewan. Hartley Gisborne (with dog
Saturn [?] ca. 1884

Government Telegraph employees Battleford Saskatchewan,
ca. 1884

Residence of Dist. Supt. Hartley Gisborne, Govt. Telegraph
Service, NWT, ca. 1884

Main Street, Battleford, ca. 1884.

In the Barracks, Battleford, ca. 1884

New Battelford, from S.[outh], ca. 1884

South Battleford, ca. 1884.

Saskatchewan at Battleford, ca. 1884.

Banks of Saskatchewan - Battleford, ca. 1884

PA-172258
PA-172256
PA-172257
PA-172255
PA-172253
PA-172254
PA-172252
PA-172251
PA-172248
PA-172250
PA-172249
PA-172246
PA-172245
PA-172244
PA-172243
PA-172242
PA-172241
PA-172240
PA-172239
PA-172238
PA-172237
PA-172236
PA-172235
PA-172234
PA-172233
PA-172232
PA-172231
PA-172230
PA-172229
PA-172228
PA-172227

PA-172226

PA-172225

PA-172224
PA-172218
PA-172223
PA-172220
PA-172219
PA-172222
PA-172221

1117. The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone. [Commercial photo] PA-172217

1119. Yellowstone Fall between Lake and Falls. [Commercial
photograph].

PA-172201



p. 46, t.l. Bob [Photo of a spaniel]. PA-172216
p. 46, t.r. Fernwood [B.W. Pearse residence, Victoria, B.C.after 1864] PA-172214
p. 46, middle Great Falls of the Yellowstone [Commercial photograph] PA-172212
p. 46, b.l. Fernwood, Residence of Hon. B. W. Pearse [Victoria, B.C.] PA-172215
p. 46, b.r. Fernwood [B.W. Pearse residence, Victoria, B.C.after 1864] PA-172213
p. 47, top St. Gabriel Valley, California PA-172211
p. 47, bottom Mission St. Gabriel Valley, California PA-172210
p. 49 The Time of All Nations [Photo showing 33 different clock faces

representing cities around the world]. PA-172209

Loose photographs inserted into album:

1. [Untitled photograph showing wreckage of collapsed bridge span]. PA-172319
2. [Untitled photograph showing wreckage of collapsed bridge span over

river - possibly Cape Breton?] PA-172321
3. [Untitled photograph showing men and women looking at wreckage of collapsed bridge

span over river - possibly Cape Breton?] PA-172318
4. [Untitled photograph showing wreckage of collapsed bridge span over

river - possibly Cape Breton?] Inscribed: All that is left. PA-172322
5. [Untitled photograph showing wreckage of collapsed bridge span over

river - possibly Cape Breton?] PA-172320
Jim Burant

22 October 2001



