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Jonas JONES and family 

MG 24, B 154 

Jonas Jones (1791-1848) was a member of the Family Compact, 

related by marriage to several prominent officials of Upper Canada. 

His brother Charles Jones (see MG 24, B 7) was a member of the 

Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council. Another 

brother, Alpheus Jones (see MG 24, B 98) was Collector of 

Customs at Prescott. Jonas Jones was a member of the Commission 

on the division of customs duties between Upper and Lower 

Canada, 1821, and of the Commission of inquiry into the 

government departments, 1839 ( see  Hg  5, B 35). He was a judge 

of the District Courts of Bathurst, Midland and Johnstown 

districts and the Surrogate Court of Bathurst and Johnstown 

districts, 1822-27, before appointment to the Court of Queen's 

Bench, on which he served 1837-48. In 1843 he was named to 

the Executive Council as a judge of the Court of Appeal. He 

also served on the quasi-judicial Heir and Devisee Commission, 

1841-48. From 1816 to 1828 and again 1836-41 he sat in the 

Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada, and served as Speaker, 

pro_ tam, of the Legislative Council, 1839 (a position generally 

held by the Chief Justice of the Court of Queen's Bench). He 

married May Elizabeth Ford, daughter of David Ford of Morris-

town, N. Y., and by her had a large family. 

David Ford Jones (1818-1887) was the son of Jonas Jones. 

He engaged in manufacturing at Gananoque and served in the 

Legislative Assembly, 1864-67, and the House of Commons, 

1874-82. He had several sons, among whom were Jonas (b. 1853) 

and Ford (b. 1870) 

The papers of Jonas and David Ford Jones were presented 

in 1974 by Mr. H.W. Hawke on behalf of the Jones family of 

Gananoque. Information about the family is to be found in 

E.M. Chadwick's ONTARIAN FAMILIES (vol. 1) 
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