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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON CHARLES A.E. HARRISS

Dr. Charles Harriss was born in London, England and educated
at St. Michael's College, Tenbury. He came to Canada in 1882
to become organist of Christ Church Cathedral, Montreal. In
1891 he began touring the United States and Canada as a
concert artist, subsequently acting as tour manager for other
artists and orchestras. He founded and directed the McGill
University Conservatory of Music, 1904~1907, at the same time
embarking upon his principal work, that of organizing and
directing large choral and orchestral concerts throughout

the British Empire, the United States and Europe. In 1909
Dr, Harriss founded the Imferial Choir, an organization

comprising many smaller choirs, totalling 4500 singers.



iii

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE HARRISS PAPERS

Originals, n.d., 1896-1922, 113 inches. Transcripts, n.d. 1883-1897, } inch.

Correspondence and Clippings. Transcripts, n.d., 1883-1897. i inch.
(Vel. 1).
Correspondence received; letters of recommendation; clippings;
a testimonial concerning Harriss.

Letterbook. Originals, 1896-1900. 2} inches (Vol, 1).
Copies of correspondence sent by Harriss relating to musical
performances by Emma Albani and Plunket Greene and by other
artists, in Canada and the United States.

Subject Files. Originals, 1904-1919, 9 inches. (Vols. 1-3).
Correspondence and miscellaneous documents relating to the British
Canadian Festival 1906; the Capetown Festival 1909; The Music
Festival of the British Empire 1911; a proposed Paris concert
1912-1914; the Imperial Meeting at Albert Hall 1913; a visit to
Ghent 1913; a proposed German tour 1915; The Empire Day Concert
1919; the Official Peace Celebration Concert 1919; the Victory
Loan Concert 1919; and a Command Performance 1919.

Miscellaneous. Originals, n.d., 1898-1922. i inch (Vol. 3).
Miscellaneous correspondence 1906-1922, n.d.; Typescript
reminiscence by Dr. Harris; miscellaneous clippings 1898, n.d.
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NOTES ON FINDING AID

Where the author or recipient of a letter is not specified,
it can be assumed that the author or recipient was Charles

Harriss.

Where the author of a letter is noted as Charles Harriss, the
letter is a draft or a copy of the original letter, not the

original letter.

The finding aid describes only the corres?ondence in the

subject files and miscellaneous series.
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DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF THE CORRESPONDENCE

IN THE SUBJECT FILES AND MISCELLANEOUS

SERIES OF THE CHARLES A.E. HARRISS PAPERS

British Canadian Festival: Correspondence Nov. 1904- Aug. 1905,

Volume Author

1
Emma Albani
Lady Minto

Henry R. Clayton

Ben Davies
Pedro Tillett
Pedro Tillett
Ernest Gye
Pedro Tillett
Lady Minto
Ernest Gye

Ernest Gye
Pedro Tillett

Ernest Gye

Sir Alexander MacKenzie

Date

30
30

30
14
15
16
16
18
30

Nov. 1904

Nov.

Nov.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec.

5 Jan. 1905

13
31

Jan,

Jan

2 Feb.

14
15
14
15
10
21
24
25
31
31

Feb.
Feb.
Mar.
Mar.
April
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

Recipient

Henry R. Clayton

Circular to Charles Santley
Edward Lloyd
Ben Davies
Emma Albani

Zﬁédro_7‘Tillett

Lady Minto

Pedro Tillett

Pedro Tillett

Sir Alexander Mackenzie
Sir Alexander Mackenzie

Pedro Tillett



Volume

British Canadian Pestival :

Correspondence Sept.-Dec. 1905

Author

Lady Minto
Sir Alexander Mackenzie
Pedro Tillett

Lady Antrim
Sir Villiers Stanford
A.H. Littleton

Lady Minto

J. Harding Williams,
Gov't House, Ottawa
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circular to Sir Hubert Parry

Principal Peterson, University

Date Recipient
1 Sept. 1905
2 Sept.
18 Sept.
23 Sept. A H. Littleton
25 Sept. editor "Common Chord",
The Sketch
7 Oct. A.H. Littleton
5 Nov.
Sir Villiers-Stanford
Sir Edward Elgar
Dr. Frederic Hymen Cowen
13 Nov. Lady Antrim
15 Nov. A.H., Littleton
29 Nov.
29 Nov.
8 Dec.
12 Dec. Sir Alexander Mackenzie
12 Dec. A.H, Littleton
12 Dec. Sir Villiers Stanford
14 Dec, S5ir Alexander Mackenzie
20 Dec.
20 Dec, Earl Grey
20 Dec.
of McGill
20 Dec. A.H. Littleton
20 Dec. Lady Antrim
23 Dec.
30 Dec. A H. Littleton
30 Dec. Sir Hubert Parry



Volume

Author '

Sir Edward Elgar
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Date Recipient

31 Dec.1905

British Canadian Festival: Correspondence Jan-May 19506

Lady Antrim
Sir Edward Elgar

A.H. Littleton (transcript])2l Feb.

Pedro Tillett

Sir Alexander Mackenzie
Lord Knollys

John Hudson Tillett

Emma Albani

Lady Antrim

G. Harris / Leas /

Lady Minto
Lady Antrim

2 Jan. 1906

21 Feb.

6 March Lady Antrim

6 March Lord Knollys,
Buckingham Palace

19 March

21 March A.H, Littleton

23 March

27 March

31 March Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

3 April

5 April Lord Knollys

5 April A H, Littleton

5 April Jas, Kent

5 April Lady Antrim

7 April Lord Knellys

7 April

7 April A.H. Littleton

7 April Jas. Kent

7 April Sir Alexander Mackenzie

9 April

16 April

17 April A.H. Littleton

23 April

24 April

3 May AH. Littleton



Volume Author Date

2 9 May 1906
29 May
31 May

British Canadian Festival : Correspondence June
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Recipient

A H. Littleton
R. Northcott
Lord Knellys

1906

Lord Knollys 2 June 1906
4 June
Lord Knollys 4 June
6 June
6 June
7 June
8 June
Sir Arthur Biffe 11 June
12 June
14 June
16 June
Lady Minto 18 June
Lord Knollys 19 June
20 June
21 June
21 June
Captain Probert, 21 June
Kensington Palace
Baron Strathcona and 22 June
Mount Royal
Baron Strathcona and 22 June
Mount Royal
22 June
Lord Knollys 25 June
26 June
Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal 26 June

Lord Knollys

Miss Smythe
Harry Lawson, M.P.
Royal Grand Opera Syndicate

Sir Arthur Biffe,
Marlborough House

Sir Arthur Biffe
/Neville /Chamberlaine (sic)

Lord Knollys

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

Lord Knollys

Princess Louise

Lady Grey



Volume Author
2

Sir Edward Elgar

Lady Antrim

Lord Knollys

British Canadian Festival:
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Date Recipient

26 June 1806 Lady Antrim

27 June AH. Littleton

27 June A H, Littleton

27 June Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

27 June

29 June musical editor, a Sunday
journal

28 June Lord Knollys

29 June / Captain Probert, _

Kensington Palace /

29 June Captain MacLean

/29 June / (?) Dray

30 June

Correspondence July-Nov. 1506.

Sydney T. Hambly

Earl of Minto
George H. Wilson
Sir Wilfrid Laurier
Gladwyn Macdougall
Lady Minto

Ella Harriss

Lady Minto

Lady Grey

1 July 1906

3 July AH, Littleton

13 July Sir Hubert Parry

13 July Sir Edward Elgar

13 July Sir Charles Villiers Stanford
13 July Sir Alexander Mackenzie
18 July

21 July

23 July

24 July

30 July

4 Sept.

16 Oct.

6 Nov.

8 Nov. Ella Harriss

8 Nov. Lady Grey



Volume

Author Date Recipient

British Canadian Festival: Miscellaneous 1905-1906

Capetown Festival: Correspondence 1909

J.R. Finch, Town 2 July 1909
Clerk, Capetown

J.R. Finch 20 July

D. de V. Graaff 18 Aug.

Sir Frederick Smith, 27 Aug.

Mayor, Capetown

Music Festival of the British Empire: Correspondence 1909-1910.

/6

R.D.B (--~-7) 14 Sept. 1909
Daily Express
8 Nov. Earl of Dudley
Walter Callan 10 Nov
Gov't House, Melbourne '
13 Nov. Earl of Dudley
Walter Callan 20 Nov,
Captain W. Shannon 17 Dec.
Gov't House, Wellington
(7),Gov't House, 17 Dec.
Wellington
Earl of Plymouth 10 Jan. 1910 Earl Grey
Sir Sanford Fleming 2 Feb.
(enclosure: 23 Dec. 1909
from Sir Joseph Ward, P.M.
of New Zealand)
Major Laursborough 10 Feb.
Gov't House, Ottawa
J.R. Finch 26 July circular to Mayor Sir

Frederick Smith and the
mayors of Kimberley;
Bloemfontein; Pietermaritzburg.



Volume Author '
2 J.R. Finch
J.R. Finch

Cresswell Clark

town clerk, Bloemfontein

myor, Bloemfontein

town clerk, Johannesburg

J.R. Finch
J.R. Finch
J,R. Finch

mayor, Pietermaritzburg

town clerk,
Pietermaritzburg

South African Railways
mayox, Johannesburg
mayor, Pretoria

Percy Collins, Mayor's
Parlour, Pretoria

Lord Knollys

Arthur F. Sladen,
Gov't House, Ottawa
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Date Recipient

27 July1910 Cresswell Clark

27 July circular to the town clerks
of Durban; Johannesburg;
Pretoria

28 July J.R. Finch

30 July J.R. Finch

30 July J.R. Finch

2 Aug. J.R. Finch

5 Aug.

6 Aug.

6 Aug.

8 Aug.

8 Aug,

9 Aug.

10 Aug.

11 Aug.

11 Aug.

8 Sept. Lord Knollys

21 Sept.

21 Nov.

Music Festival of the British Empire: Correspondence 1911-1912

Sir William Carington,
Buckingham Palace

James Craig M.P.

{enclosure: petition from

members of the British
Parliament)

Henrietta Cardin

27 Jan. 1911

2 March

5 March James Craig, M.P.
ZE_March;7 A.J.H. Coulter

31 March



Volume

Author

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

Lord Knollys

Sir Charles Villiers
Stanford

Sir Charles Villiers
Stanford

Sir Charles Villiers
Stanford

Earl of Shaftesbury
(enclosure: 10 May 1911
from Sir Charles Villiers
Stanford)

M.R.M (---7) for the
Earl of Plymouth

Ella Harriss

Beatrix Skeffington-
Smyth

J. Sidney Goad
W.J.K (----7)
Henry Coates

Sir Edward Elgar
{?) Hopkins
Julie (7?)
Herbert (7)
Tivadar (?)

Lady Minto

Anne Islington

Date

14 April 1911

28 April

2 May
9 May

9 May
9 May
9 May
9 May

9 May
9 May

11

11

11

11
11

11
11
12
12
12

May

May

May

May
May

May
May
May
May
May

May

May

May

/May 1911 ? /
29 Feb. 1912
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Recipient

Lord Knollys

Sir Charles Villiers Stanford
Earl of Shaftesbury

Forbes Dennis

Sir Charles Villiers Stanfoxrd
Earl of Shaftesbury



Volume

Author|

Date
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Recipient

Music Festival of the British Empire: Miscellaneous 1909-1910.

Proposed Paris Concert: Correspondence 19512

L.J. Callcott
L.J. Calcott
Henry Coates

A.H. Littleton

Henry Coates

/Ella Harriss' sister _/

Robert Borden

Lewis Harcourt, Secretary
of State for the Colonies

Leonard H. Harris

Robert Mitchell
Earl Grey

F.G.A. Butler

W.G. McNaught

E.C. Parr, British
Embassy, Paris

(M

Léon BErard, Sous
Secrétaire d'Etat des
Beaux-Arts

23 May 1912
26 June

17 July

20 July

28 July

9 Aug.

14 Aug.

5 Sept.

18 Sept.
20 Sept.
20 Sept.

7 Oct.
12 Oct.
12 Qct.
21 Oct.
22 Oct.
22 Oct.
23 Oct.
24 QOct.
25 Oct.
25 Oct.

25 Oct.
26 Oct.

28 Oct.
30 Oct.
31 Qct.

Henry Coates

Ella Harriss

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

Robert Borden

Robert Borden

Earl Grey

Lewls Harcourt
F.G.A. Butler, Colonial office

F.G.A. Butler
Sir Edward Grey

Sir Francis Bertie, British
Embassy, Paris

Sir Francis Bertie

Sir Francis Bertie



Volume

Author

L'ambassade d'Angleterre

F. MacKay

(7) Kemp

Scus-Secr&tariat d'Etat
des Beaux-Arts

M.D. Calvocoressi

George Grahame, British
Embassy, Paris

Henry Coates

M.D. Calvocoressi

Proposed Paris Concert:

Date

2 Nov. 1912
Z Nov.

2 Nov,

3 Nov.

8 Nov.

g Nov.

23 Nov.

23 Nov,

3 Dec,

5 Dec.
9 Dec.

11 Dec.
12 Dec.
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Recipient

Sir Francis Bertie

M.D. Calvocoressi

M.D. Calvocoressi

L&on Bérard

M. Berteaux

AH. Littleton

A.H. Littleton

Correspondence 1913-1514, n.d.

Anne Islington

Reginald Bridgeman,
British Embassy, Paris

Sir Francis Bertie

Percy Loraine, British
Embassy, Paris

6 Jan. 1913
20 May
30 June
30 June

4 July
(telegram)

5 July
7 July

11 July

11 July
14 Juiy
3 Aug.

18 Aug.

George Grahame

Sir Francis Bertie

George Grahame

Sir Francis Bertie

Secretary, British

Embassy, Paris

Earl of Plymouth

Percy Loraine



Volume

|
Author

Reginald Bridgeman
Jack Littleton

Reginald Bridgeman

A. Emery, HGtel
Continental

Proposed Paris Concert: Miscellaneous 1912-1913

Date

16 Qct.1913
19 Nov,

21 Nov,

10 Dec.

18 Feb. 1914
4 March

n.d.

n,d.
n.d,
n.d,

Imperial Meeting in Albert Hall: Correspondence

/11

Recipient

Percy Loraine

Reginald Bridgeman

Reginald Bridgeman

P. Ramsay, British Embassy
Canadian Press, Citizen, Ottawa

P. Ramsay

April 1913

Sir Alexander Mackenzie
Sir Gilbert Parker

T.P. O'Connor, M.P,

Sir Vezey Strong

Sir Joseph Ward

J.H. Whiting, office of
the Agent General for
South Australia

W.E. Smith Waugh

Hubert Parry Ruslington

J.A. Webster
Belgian Chargé d'Affaires

F.G.A. Butler, Colonial
Office

Earl Grey

6 April 1913
7 April

7 April

8 April

9 April

10 April

11 April

11 April
12 April
19 April
23 April
24 April
24 April

25 April

(?) Watt

Earl Grey



Volume

Author l

George E. Boscaiven
Harry Squire Moore

Charlotte Bellaire

James H. Duff

Percival F. Ridout

A.S. Vogt

Martin Kliclmann
Florence Parbury
Amy Tiwy
Elizabeth Bain
Wilma Baldwin
Ada Rumney

Julie Baggallay
Emily Harriss
Mrs, Harriss

Sir Vezey Strong
J. Sidney Goad

E. Victor Williams

Helen Barlow

Amy Newton
Reginald Buckley
Albert Thompson

Imperial Meeting in Albert

Date

25
26
27
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
29
30
30

30
30
30

April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

April
April
April

1913

/12

Recipient

Sir Vezey Strong

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

/ April or May 1913 7

Hall

: Correspondence May 1913,

Sir Gilbert Parker

Sir Alexander Mackenzie

1 May 1913

2 May
2 May

Sir Gilbert Parker



Volume

Author '

Sir Vezey Strong
T.P. O'Connorxr

Sir Joseph Ward
Earl of Plymouth
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Date Recipient

3 May 1913

5 May

S May

12 May

13 May Earl of Plymouth

Imperial Meeting in Albert Hall: Miscellaneous 1913

Ghent Visit: Correspondence March - April 1913

W.E. Smith Waugh

Sir William Carington
Buckingham Palace

Sir Francis Villiers

Sir Charles Villiers
Stanford

The Belgian Legation
Sir Francis Villiers
E. Minne

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

Baron Strathcona and
Mount Royal

Sir Francis Villiers

Lord Campden

29 March 1913 Sir Francis Villiers
3 April
3 April Sir Francis Villiers

3 April Lord Stamfordham
Buckingham Palace

5 April

6 April
7 April

7 April
10 April
11 April
12 April

15 April
17 April

18 April
30 April
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Volume Author Date Recipient
3 Ghent visit: Correspondence May 1913
Sir Francis Villiers 5 May 1913
9 May Sir Francis Villiers
9 May Sir Francis Villiers
Sir Francis Villiers 9 May
Sir Prancis Villiers 9 May
10 May Sir Francis Villiers
Ella Harriss 10 April
12 April Sir Charles Villiers Stanford
Sir Francis Villiers 13 April
Lord Campden 14 April
G.W. /Saleeby ? / 14 April
14 April Lord Stamfordham
Lord Stamfordham 14 April
Sir Vezey Strong 16 April
Sir Francis Villiers 23 April
Sir Francis Villiers 26 April
27 April (?) Tillett
27 April {?) Brandt
27 April Sir Francis Villiers

Ghent Visit: Correspondence June 1913

5 June 1913 Sir Francis Villiers
W.E. Smith Waugh 5 June
7 June executive, International
Exhibition, Ghent
Sir Francis Villiers 7 June
Sir Francis Villiers 7 June
11 June Sir Francis Villiers

Sir Francis Villiers 12 June



Volume

Author Date

Sir Francis Villiers 28 June. 1913
(enclosure: 26 June 1913

from Comte Jean de

Mérode)

30 June
30 June

Ghent Visit: Miscellaneous 1913,

/15

Recipient

Sir Francis Villiers

Comte Jean de Mérode

Proposed German Tour: Correspondence June-August 1914

Whit Monday 1914

Carl von Schubert, 20 June
German Embassy

(enclosure:; 20 June 1914

to Thomas Rhodes)

7 July
§ July

(?) Foster, Dept. of 8 July
Trade and Commerce

14 July
{telegram)

14 July

14 July
Thomas Rhodes 27 July
Bertram Blount 5 Aug

Proposed German Tour: Miscellaneous 1914

Prince Lichnowsky, German
Embassy

Carl von Schubert

Caxl von Schubert

Sir Vezey Strong
Thomas Rhodes
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Volume Author Date Recipient
3 Empire Day Concert: Correspondence April-June 1919
10 April 1919 A.P. Watt & Son
A.P. Watt & Son 15 April
Ernest H. Bright, H.M, 16 April

Office of Works
W. Horwood, New Scotland 23 April

Yard

Lord Stamfordham 29 April
Lord Stamfordham 3 May
Sir Malcolm Murray, 3 May

Comptroller to the
Duke of Connaught

James Aston 6 May

James Aston 7 May

Dan Thomas, H.M. 12 May

Office of Works

Roland Burke 13 May Lord Campden
J.W. Dugdale-Bradley 15 May

Sir Malcolm Murray 16 May

J.W. Dugdale-Bradley 17 May

B.R. Seagrave, H.M. 17 May

Office of Works
W. Kendall, New Scotland 19 May

Yard

Lord Stamfordham 20 May
J.W. Gardiner 21 May
G.H. (7), Private 21 May

Secretary to the Under
Secretary of State

Lord Campden 22 May
22 May Sir Malcolm Murray
B.R. Seagrave 23 May



Volume

Author

Sir Malcolm Murray

Lady Minto

W.

Empire Day Concert: Miscellaneous 24 May 1919

Horwood

Date

27 May 1919
27 May
28 May

3 June
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Recipient

Sir Malcolm Murray

Official Peace Celebration: Correspondence April-Sept. 1919

J. Conway Davies, H.M.

Office of Works,

J.

SR

J.
Ernest H. Bright, H.M.

Conway Davies
Conway Davies
Conway: Davies
Conway Davies

Conway Davies

gffice of Works

C.R. Rodocanachi,
Greek Military Attaché

J.N.C. Hussey

H.M 0Office of Works

Lady Minto

Sir Alexandér Mackenzie
J.

Conway Davies

23 April 1919

25 April
2 May

6 May
17 May
20 May
5 July

17 July
22 July

23 July
29 July
27 Aug.
15 Sept.

I~
ol

.R.Rodocanachié?

0fficial Peace Celebration: Miscellaneous 19 July 1919




Volume

Author

Date
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Recipient

Victory Loan Concert: Correspondence June-July 1919,

Commander O, Locker
Lampson, Treasury
Chambers

Commander 0. Locker
Lampson

Arthur Fagge
Arthur Fagge

Austen Chamberlain,
Treasury CHambers

Command Performance:

17 June 1919

21 June

27 June
30 June
8 July

9 July

Correspondence July 1919

Sir Oswald Stoll
David J. Thomas
Sir Oswald Stell
Henry Crocker

David J. Thomas

Command Performance: Miscellaneous 28 July 1919

21 July 1919
/ 28 7 July
29 July
29 July
29 July

Miscellaneous Correspondence 1906-1922, n.d.

Miss Knollys
Novellos

Thomas MclLaren

Sir William Carington

Sir William Carington

23 March 1906
25 Jan. 1910
7 Qct. 1911

22 March 1912
27 March 1912
28 March 1912

Austen Chamberlain

Lord Knollys



Volume

Author

Lady Minto
Miss Knollys

Berners Hotel

E.W. Wallingtom
Buckingham Palace

Robert Borden
Buckingham Palace
Duke of Argyle
Duke of Argyle
Duke of Argyle

W.H. Philiips
Lord Stamfordham

Colonel A (---7)
Scots Guards Band

telegram

Date

28 March 1912
10 May 1912
13 May 1912
14 May 1912
15 May 1912
15 May 1912
28 May 1912

26 April 1913
2 May 1913

7 June 1913

9 June 1913

9 June 1913

9 June 1913
31 July 1915
22 Nov, 1922
30 Nov. 1922

n.d.
n.d.
n.d.
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Recipient

Sir William Carington

Miss Knollys

Lady Minto

Duke of Argyle

telegram
Lady Grey



