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TURNER, SIR RICHARD ERNEST WILLIAk, 1900-1901 1  1914-1919. 4 feet, 
micrcifilm 10 feet. 

Papers of Lieutenant-General Sir Richard Turner, (1871-1964 

the noted Canadian soldier. He was born and educated in Quebec 

City, and in 1892 joined the 10th Queen's Own Canadian Hussars. He 

served in the South African War with the Royal Canadian Dragoons, 

being awarded the Victoria Cross for his role in the rearguard 

action at Leliefontein. General Turner remained with the militia 

upon his return to civilian life and in 1912 was placed on the Reser-

ve list of Officers. In the Great War he conmanded a brigade of the 

1st Division in 1914-1915 1  and led the 2nd Division from September, 

1915, to November, 1516. Subsequently he assumed responsibility 

for the training of all Canadian troops in England. In 1917 he was 

promoted to Lieutenant-General, and in 1918 became Chief of the 

General Staff at Canadian military headquarters in London. He 

later served on the Canadian Pension Commission. He was created 

K.C.M.G. in 1917 and K.C.B. in 1918. The papers were presented to 

the Army Historical Section in 1923 and 1931 and later presented to 

the Public Archives; the diaries were microfilmed in 1952 from 

originals owned by General Turner's son, Major Harold Turner of 

Winnipeg. 

Diary, 1900-1901.  Microfilm, 10 feet. 

Describes the formation of a Canadian contingent for service 
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in the South African War, its transportatioi~ to South Africa ,

and the subsequent campaign ; includes also an account of the

skirmishes and engagements in which Turner participated .

Great War Subject files, 1914-1919 . 4 feet .

Correspondence, memoranda, re,-orts, maps and miscellaneous items

arranged in a variety of subject files, pertaining for th e

most part to battles, organization and personnel .List . When

the papers were received from the Army Historical Section they

'were serially numbered End miclofilmed ; consequently the

arrangement that appears in the finOing aid reflects the order

originally imposed on the papers .
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TURNER PAFIRS 

List of Files 

Vol. File 	Subject 	 Description 	 Page Numbers 

1 	1 	Finding aid 

1 	2 	Salisbury Plain 	Maps showfmg camps 	 1-2 

1 	3 	Fleurboix 	 Map; movement and operation 
orders. 	 3-18 

1 	4 	Ypres 	 Routine orders 1915 1 	 19-27 

Report on operations, 3rd 
C.I.B., 1915 	 28-40 

Foch oration, 1923 

Field messages, 3rd C.I.E. 

1 	5 	Ypres, Suppl. 	Reports, field messages 
maps, 1915 	 438-450 

1 	6 	Festubert-Givenchy Maps 	 450-452 

1 	7 	Festubert-Suppl. 	Field messages and opera- 
tion orders, 1915 	 453-672 

1 	8 	Ploegsteert, 
Messines, Wytschae - 
te 	 Map, panorama, proceedings 

of Court of enquiry re Ger- 
man raid at Spanbroekmolen, 
1915 	 673-680 

1 	9 	St. Eloi Craters Summaries by Corps and 2nd 
Division of operations and 
intelligence, lessons learnt, 
maps, 1916 	 681-728 

2 	10 	St. Eloi Craters 
Suppl. 	 Photographs, 1916 	 729- 737 

Reports an operations, 1916 738-973 
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	  File Subject  Description Page Numbers  

Somme, 1916 

Vimy, Lens 

Mis  cellaneous  
maps 

War diaries, orders, re -
ports, etc., 1916 

Maps, photographs, reports, 
1916-1917 

11 	 11 

tl 

11 	 11 

11 	 11 

11 	 11 	. 

11 	 It 

11 	 11 

1064-1351 

1352-1367 

1368-1376 

1377-1714 

1715-1850 

1851-2155 

2156-2446 

2447-2712 

2713-2979 

2980-3275 

- 2 - 

2 	11 

2 	12 

2 	13 

2 	14 

3 	15 

3 	16 

3 	17 

3 	18 

Font Sorrel and 
Hooge 974-977 

3 	19 

20 

21 

4 	22 

4 	23 

5 	24 

5 	25 

Map of new front, 1916 

Mont Sorrel-Suprl.Extracts from German diary 
1916 	 978-1040 

St.-Eloi Sector 2nd Div. orders, maps 1916 1041-1063 

British armies in 
France 	 Composition of H.Q., 1916- 

1919 

Departmental re- 
ports 	 Adjutant -General's branch 

personal & disciplinary; 
Director of organization; 
Medical Services; Dental; 
Chaplain; Records, 1917 

same services, 1917 

same services, 1917 

same services, 1917-1918 

same services, 1918 

same services, 1918-1919 

Monthly reports from Quarter-
master-General's office, 1917- 
1918 	 3276-4010 

QMG - final report 1914-  
1919 	 4011-4319 
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Vol. File Subject

5 26 Departn:ental re-
ports

6 27

7 34

7 35

7 36 Overseas military

n(^I^FrIN^M^M1► ,.^: 4„pe^ r,.- *

- 3 -

Description Page Numbers

General Staff, 1917-1918 432.0-4751

Army Fay Corps, 1917-
1919 4752-4895

Chal:lain Service, 1919 4896-5C14

Records office, 1917 5015-5033

Veterinary Service, 1914-
1916 5034-5054

Estates branch, 1917 5055-5067

VisÊeing office, 1917 5068-5070

Remount Dept., 1^;14-
1916 5071-5082

Assistant r:ilitary Secre-
tary, 1917-1919 5083-5253

5254-5265

forces of Canada Nominal rolls, etc.I of
H.Q. orgnization, 1916-
1919 5266-5318

7 37 O.M.F.C. Charts showing location
of units in England and
regin.ental depots, 1918 5319-5-^i21

7 38 O.M.F.C. Proposed removal of h.
Q•, 1917 5322-5326

7 39 Argyll House Complaints of Canadian
officers, 1918-1919 5327-5394

7 40 Record Office,
London Cost Staten:ent, 1918 5395-5400



"- ofmlivèr 0^011111111104% , 	41111101111011 101 	10101111111M 41, 411e*ell. ,  

Subject  

Q.M.G. Dept. 

Estates Branch 

Records services 

Shornecliffe area 

Willey area 

Bexhill 

Bexhill - Cooden 
Bay - Seaford - 
Bramskott 

-Vol. File 

7 	41 

7 	42 

7 	43 

7 	44 

7 	45 

7 	46 

8 	47 

5445-5448 

5449-5476 

5477-5485 

5486-5516 

5517-5526 

Disturbances in 
Canadian Camps in 
England and France 

G.I.Q. 

- 4 - 

pAge Numbers Description 

Reorganization, appt. of 
General McRae, 1917 	5401-5421 

Report of activities, 1917- 
1919 	 5422-5444 

Amalgamation London and 
Rouen, 1917 

Reports on reinforcements, 
training, air raids, etc, 
1916-1917 

Report on Salvage Dept, 
1918 

Reports on Canadian Trai-
ning school, 1918-1919 

Reports on Canadian conva -
lescent hospitals and 
camps, 1917 

8 	48 	Training areas in 	 . 
England 	 Memoranda on admissions 

and discharges and comman-
ders, 1917-1918 5527-5572 

8 	49 

8 	50 

8 	51 

Crowborough-Ripon- 
Hastings 	 Reports on administration 

of training camps, 1917-1919 5573-5588 

Reports, 1918-1919 

Correspondence with General 
Currie and memoranda on 
Canadian representation, 
channels of Communication, 
appointments and transfers 
of officers, 1917-1918 

5589- 5721 

5722-5901 
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Description 

Correspondence, conference 
at war Office, reconmmnda -
Mons, 1917,1518 

Correspondence relating 
to arpointments, promo-
tions, reinforcements, 
equipment, 1918-1919 

Vol. File 	Subject  

8 	52 	Control of Canadian 
forces in the field 

8 	5 	General Currie 

page Numbers 

5902-5947 

5948-6043 

6044-6064 

6065-6074 

6075-6334 

6335-6539 

6540-6619 

- 5 - 

8 	54 	Canadian  Cors  - 
proposed reorgani- 
zation 	 General Currie's memoran- 

dum; memorandum on engi-
neers Service, 1918 

8 	55 	Canadian Corps - 
organization 

8 	56 	Medical Services 

9 	57 	Forestry Corps 

9 	58 	Railway Troops 

9 	59 	Air Force 

9 	60 	Chaplain Services 

9 	61 	Northern Russia 

‘1...._ 	S''  ,-„i C / 	orrs.  
10 	62 	Postal Services 

10 	63 	C.A.S.C. 

10 

Charts showing lines of 
communication, commands and 
Staffs, 1917 

Reports, memoranda and 
correspondence, 1916-1918 

same 1917-1918 

saine  1917-1919 

Correspondence re formation 
1917-1919 	 6620-6689 

Administration; relations 
with Y.M.C.A., 1916-1917 	6690-6739 

Request for return of 
Canadians, 1 ,941?r, 	 -6754 

Report of Hon. P.E. Blondin 
1918, 	 6755-6765 

Memorandum on findings 
of court of enquiry, n.d. 	6766-6773 

64 	Forestry and Rail- 
way troops 	Front line duty, 1918 	6774-6775 



Battalions 

Reinforcements 

Reinforcements 

Appointments 

0^. 0041/11wit 

Vol. gile 	Subject  

10 	65 	Machine Gun units 

10 	66 	5th Division 

4 y 

6 

Description  

Training, 1917 

Correspondence re organiza-
tion, coomand, disposition, 
15.17 

ne. - RI 

Page Numbers 

6776-6781 

6782-6802 

10 	67 	Conferences 

10 	68 	Quebec Battalions 

10 	69 	Miscellaneous re- 
ports  

Canadian Forestry Corps: 
5th Division; Canadians on 
staffs; pension records, 
1917 

Reinforcements, 1916-1917 

Base Depot; Railway troops; 
20th, 29th, 199th, 78th, 16th, 

47th, 54th, 102nd, 39th, 
Labour and Tank Battalions; 
NWMP and Canadian Mounted 
Rifles, 1917-1919 

6803-6809 

6810-6816 

6817-6889 

10 	70 	Miscellaneous Re- 
ports 

10 	71 

10 	72 

lo 	73 

10 	74 

10 	75 	Casualties 

Corps establishments; 85th, 
87th and 185th Battalions, 
1917-1918 

Breaking up, 1917 

Various memoranda, 1917-1919 

Military Service Act; French 
Canadian reinforcements; 
cavalrymen transferred to 
infantry, 1917-1918 

Memoranda on appointments, 
promotions, gradations, 
1917-1918 

Wastage; rehabilitation,1916 

6890-6923 

6924-6990 

6991-7040 

7041-7054 

7055-7119 

7120-7140 



11 	79 Officers 

11 	60 

11 	81 

Italy 

Officers 

7184-7198 

7199-7304 

7305-7314 
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Vol. File 	Subject 	Description 

10 	76 	Honours 	Knighthoods, decorations, 
medals, badges, etc. 1917- 
1919 

10 	77 	Training 

11 	78 	Lt. Gen. R.E.W. 

Page Numbers 

7141-7156 

Athletics; education, 1919 
and n.d. 	 7157-7183 

Turner Correspondence, memoranda 
re his command, pay, demo-
bilization, 1916-1919 

Rest periods; disposal; 
surplus; reversions; em-
ployment; demobilization; 
transfers; promotions; trai-
ning and selection, 1917- 
1918 

Visit to Italian front, 
1917 

Personnel files on, 1916- 
1919 
Lt. Col. Nelles 
Lieut. R.K.Arthur 
Maj. A.T. Hunter 
Capt. R.G. Rogers 
Maj. F.F. Yontahue 
Lt. Col. Hughes 
Brig. Gen. W.S. Hughes 
Lieut. Col. Tobin 
Brig. Gen. H.F. McDonald 
Lieut. R. Corbit 
Lt. Col. R.W. Patterson 
Lt. Col. D.A. Cameron 
Lieut. L. Cameron 
Lt. Col. Turnbull 
Lt. Col. P.J. Daly 
Maj. Gen. S.B. Steele 
Capt. J.M. Papineau 
Brig. Gen. R.G.E. Leckie 
Col. F.A. Reid 
Col. W.J. Neill 



4 y gill 

Vol. File SUWect 

11 	83 Finances 

11 84 

11 	85 

Leave 

Statistics 

7663-7707 

7708-7760 
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Description 	 Page Numbers  

Brig. Gen. C.A. Smart 
Lt. Col. M. Alexander 
Maj. C. Asselin 
Brig. Gen. E. Hilliam 
Brig. Gen. C. Mitchell 
Lt. Col. J.W. Boyle 
Maj. Gen. E.W.B. Morrison 
Col. W.R. Ward 
Lt. Col. E.W. Pope 
Col. S.D. Gardner 
Brig. Gen. Meighen 
Brig. Gen. A.H. Macdonell 
Brig. Gen. R. Hayter 	 7315-7554 

11 	82 	Equipment & Sup - 
plies 	 Memoranda an rifles, machine 

guns, shovels, boots, grena-
des, rockets, range finders, 
mining machines,  wagons,  shields 
and various stores, 1915-  
1917 	 7535- 7592 

Military Funds Trustees; re-
gimental funds Board, travel 
expense, labour charges, pay 
office, financial condition 
of units, claims, rations, 
canteen funds, 1917-1918 

Compassionate leave, trans-
portation, 1918 

Disposition of forces; drafts 
to France: casualties; enlist- 
ments; strenghts of various 
units, 1914-1919 	 7761-7863 

11 	86 	Miscellaneous me- 
moranda 	 Information; land cultivation 

dependents; conscientious ob -
jectors; manpower; canteens; 
peace celebrations; burials, 
1917-1918 	 7864-7924 

12 	87 Miscellaneous me- 
moranda 	 Extracts from Hansard cn re- 

cruitment and supplies; 
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Vol . File Subiect Description

Orders in Council re C .E .F .,

Page Number s

appointments, etc . ; repatria-
tion ; dependents, 1916-1919 7928-7985

1 2 88 Repatriation mr.rried personnel, 1918-1919 7986-8091

12 89
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Elections

12 90 War Diary

12 91 Demobilization

Correspondence, men.orand a
1917-1918 8092-8203

13th Btn ., Royal Highlander s
1;15 8204-8216

Correspondence, memoranda ,
1918-1919 8217-844 5

12 92 Civilians in Great
Britain Letters of appreciation,

1919 8446-848 5

12 93 Posters French Government war posters 8486-8489

12 94 Pamphlets Chiefly re orders, and trai-
ning, 1916-1919 8490-8800

l~ 95 r.iscellaneous Correspondence and memoran-
da, 1915-1919 8801-8812


