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MG 24 	CHAPMAN, Henry Samuel (fl. 1823-1853). Agent. 
B 31 

Originals, 1832-1853. 503 pages. Transcripts, n.d. 4 pages. 
Photocopies, n.d. 10 pages. Finding Aid No. 301. 

Henry S. Chapman (fl. 1823-1853) arrived in Canada in 1823, 
and shortly became an editor in Montreal. He was appointed 
agent in England for the Special Committee of Correspondence 
in 1834. In 1842, he was appointed a judge in New Zealand, 
and though he did not return to Canada, he maintained an 
interest in Canadian affairs. 

Presented in 1914 and 1934 by Sir Frederick Chapman. 

Finding Aid No. 301 provides a brief description of the contents 
of volume 1 and a descriptive list of the items in the scrapbook 
(volume 2). Volume 3 contains copies of material in volumes 1 
and 2, while volume 4 contains a mere 10 pages of miscellaneous 
material. 

Correspondence and papers relating chiefly to Chapman's sympathy 
with the radical cause in Lower Canada and to his position as 
agent in England for the Special Committee of Correspondence, 
1835-1853. The papers include letters and correspondence from 
Edmund Bailey O'Callaghan, Louis-Hippolyte La Fontaine, 
Louis-Joseph Papineau and Jacob De Witt, (Originals, 109 pages; 
volume 1). Also available in photocopies in volume 3; a few 
items are available in transcript. 

Draft of a History of Canada, (incomplete), covering the 
period from Major-General Sir Isaac Brock to Lord Aylmer 
(Originals, 173 pages; volume 1). Photocopies and transcripts 
are also available in volume 3. 

Scrapbook, 1832-1839 
Chapman kept in connection with his mission to England as 
agent of the Special Committee of Correspondence. It includes 
the resolution of the Special Committee appointing him as 
agent, 24 December 1834. In addition to clippings on British 
politics, material on the Constitutional Association, and news 
of the rebellion, there is a report on the St. Maurice 
Forges, 1835 and copies of Mackenzie's Gazette, 28 and 29 
June 1839 (Originals, 221 pages, volume 2). A few items are 
available in photocopies. Also included are notes on the 
scrapbook (Transcript, n.d. 4 pages; volume 2). 

Patriotic songs and other miscellaneous items, n.d. (Photocopies, 
10 pages; volume 4). 
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Brief description of the contents of volume 1  

Letters to Chapman and Samuel Revans, 1835-1839 from LaRocque, 
Bernard and Company, about the establishment of a London 
House for this Montreal firm 	 (pp. 1-20) 

Letter from Charles Ovide Perrault, 18 August, 1837 	 (pp. 21-24) 

Letters from Edmund Bailey O'Callaghan to Chapman and Thomas 
Falconer, after O'Callaghan had fled from Lower Canada, 
1837-1838, with two letters of 1853 (pp. 25-84) 

Letters from  mil.  LaFontaine, 1837-1838, one of 1838, is addressed 
to Dominick Daly 	 (pp. 85-97) 

Letters from Louis-Joseph Papineau, 1839-1842 	 (pp. 99-106) 

Letter from Jacob DeWitt, 16 September, 1835 with a resolution 
from the Special Committee of Correspondence. 	 (pp. 107-109) 
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Descriptive list of items in the scrapbook

Volume 2 part 1

Compliments of Sir Frederick Chapman to Dr . A .G . Doughty ,
dated, 12th March, 1934 . i

Adam Thom, Editor of the Montreal Gazette, comments re

Henry S . Chapman . 1833. ii

Henry S . Chapman's reply to Adam Thom's article . 1833

Letter (printed) from the Editor of " The Twelve F, Six Penn y
Scribbler" to the Editor of the "Daily Vindicator " dated
17th May, 1833 .

i i

i i

News of Messrs Chapman and Nelson leaving Canada for Unite d
States after the December meeting. le & f

Document (mss) signed by L .J . Papineau . Resolution passed at
a Committee of Special Correspondence, 24th December 1834 ,
re . appointment of Henry S . Chapman . NOTE on back of documen t

in Mr . Chapman's handwriting "Sailed from New York, 1st .
January, 1835, and reached London, 24th January, 1835 ." lç& d

Private correspondence (printed), London, 7th February, 1835 .
Elections in England . Concentration of parties expected . 1

Private correspondence (printed), London, 27th February,1835 .
Affairs of Canada to come under discussion on 9th March .

Mr . Rice prepared something for the benefit of Canada. 1

Private correspondence (printed), London, 1st . March 183 4
(should be 1835) . Policy of a group differing not
materially from the Whigs will render assistance to Tories .
Newspapers favouring Canadian Claims . 1

Extract, London, 6th March, 1835 . Liberalism is safe . Mr . Roebuck
postponed the presentation of the petition of Lower Canad a
on account of Mr . Spring Rice's illness. 1-2

Extract, London, 14 March, 1835 . The petition setting forth the
grievances of Canadians was presented by Mr . Roebuck . Sir
Robert Peel communicated to the House that a Commissioner
should be sent out to redress the grievances but the
Constitution should not be altered . Mr . Hume showed himsel f
the friend of Canada. 2-3



15 

15 

Extract, London, 14th March, 1835. Re. Mr. Hume's notice 
of a motion to refuse the supplies, in order to harass 
the Government. Opinion of a few men on the grievances 
of Canadians. 

Extract, London, 21st. March, 1835. Increasing interest 
in the case of Canada. Constitutionalists' petition 
will tell in favour of the popular side. Mr. Roebuck 
to propose for a copy of Lord Canterbury's commission. 

Copy of the petition of the Members of the House of Assembly 
of Lower Canada to the English Parliament signed by 
65 members, December 1834. 

Declaration of the causes which led to the formation of the 
Constitutional Association of Quebec and of the objects 
for which it has been formed. 

3 

3-4 

4 

5-8 

9 

List of the Committee of the Constitutional Association of 
Quebec appointed at a general meeting held on the 22nd 
November, 1834. 10-12 

Extracts, numbered 1 to 7, re 
Quebec, together with the 
Party of Montreal, giving 
of the pretensions of the 
give an idea of what took 

. Constitutional Association of 
petition of the Bureaucratic 
a tolerably fair conception 
Minority. These papers will 
place at the meeting. 13-14 

Remarks from the Quebec Gazette  on Mr. Henry S. Chapman's 
pamphlet. 

Answer to the preceding article by the "Vindicator" 

Private correspondence (printed), London, 22nd. March, 1835. 
Troubles in Canada not a question of origin. 

Copy of a despatch from Downing Street, 14th February, 1835, 
signed by Lord Aberdeen, recommending the commissioner 
for inquiring into complaints of Canada. 

Private correspondence, (printed), London, 30th March, 1835, 
Lord Canterbury has declined appointment as Commissioner. 
Other names mentioned. 

Private correspondence (printed), London, 4th April, 1835. 
Lord Amherst is to go to Canada as Governor General and 
Commissioner. Comments on his duties. 

16 

17-18 

19 

19-20 
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Extract, 16th March, 183S . Procedure in the House about
the petition from the inhabitants of Montreal. 20-21

Extract, 18th March, 1835 . Procedure in the House of Lord s
relative to disputes in Canada. 21-22

Copy of a petition of the inhabitants of the district o f
Montreal, signed by G . Moffatt, Chairman of th e
Constitutional Association. 23-24

Extract from the London Morning Chronicle . The petition of
Lower Canada occasioned a long debate. 25

Extract from the London Courier, 10th March, 1835 . Comments
on conflict of the principles of self-government an d
domination. 25.

Extract from the London British and American Intelligencer .
Means adopted by the Assembly to procure a redress o f
Grievances . 25-26

Extract, London, 5th April . Comments on Lord Aylmer's speech
at the opening of Parliament in Lower Canada . 26

Extract from the London British and American Intelligencer .
Amused at the ignorance which some Canadian newspapers
dispaly as to the views of parties in England . 26

Extract from the London True Sun 29th May, 1835 . The "Herald "
is exciting prejudices against French Canadians by the
announcement of the murder of a soldier .

Extract 3rd April, 1835, expressing the sympathy of the English
people with the Canadians . 27

Private correspondence (printed), London, 18th April, 1835 .
List of the new administration . 27-28

Private correspondence (printed), London, 6th May, 1835, with
a note in Mr . H .S . Chapman's handwriting saying that "the
following letter wa-s made up by Dr . O'Callaghan from several
of our private letters as my letter for publication has
missed the Packet" .

Private correspondence (printed), London, 14th May, 1835 .
Recall of 4,ord Aylmer . Reports and rumours interesting
to Canada . William Kemble exposed . Ignorance of the
"Montreal Herald" . 30-31



Extract dated, Dublin, 14th May, 1835. Opinion of an Irish 
Correspondent. 	 32 

Private correspondence (printed), London, 18th May, 1835. 
Mr. Hay called "The canker-worm of the Colonial Office". 	32-33 
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Private correspondence (printed), London, 29th May, 1835. 
Interview with O'Connell. Desperate attempt of the 
Tories to deceive the Liberator defeated. 34-35 

Extract, London, 30th May, 1835. Lord Gosford to be Governor. 
Mr. Walker, Montreal Constitutionalists' agent, exposes 
grievances. 	 35-36 

Extract, London, 3rd June, 1835. The political feeling of the 
Canadians is progression and not revolution. 	 36 

Letter from Mr. H.S. Chapman to Dr. Carson, of St. John, 
Newfoundland, 30th May, 1835, asking cooperation of 
Newfoundland to give more power to the request of Canadians 
for a change in the constitution. 	 37 

Remarks of the Vindicator on the above. 	 37 

Extract from a Newfoundland newspaper exposing the grievances 
of its country which are practically the saine as those of 
Canada, especially the Legislative Council. 37 

Letter from "Publius" to the Editor of the London Courier, 
giving his opinion regarding "The Canada Commission". 	38 

Letter from "Publius" to the Editor of the London Courier, 
regarding the rights of Canadians. 	 39-40 

Confidential letter (original), 17th May, 1835, regarding 
"Publias" and "Publicistae". 	 40a-b 

Letter from "Publicistae" to the Editor of the London Courier, 
regarding the rights and powers of the Governor in Canada, 
and of local authorities. 

Letter from "Fecialis" to the Editor of the London Courier, 
regarding the conduct British Ministers with Canadians. 

Private Correspondence (printed) dated, London, 21st June, 1835. 
The vacancies in "humbug" commission are filled up. Mr. 
Roebuck's speech on Canada not well reproduced in the press 
on account of his recent attack. 
(2 enclosures, London, 22nd June, 1835.) 

40-41 

41-42 

42-43 



Private correspondence (printed), London, 5th June, 1835. 
Incapacity of Whigs to deal with affairs of Canada on 
account of prejudice and lack of information. Committee 
formed re timber trade in Canada. Reasons favouring the 
union of the Canadas. 

Letter of the "Comité de Correspondance" to Mr. H.S. Chapman, 
Montreal, 4th May, 1835, transmitting a copy of the 
resolutions adopted by the Committee. 

Resolutions adopted at a meeting of the Committee of 
Correspondence held at Montreal, 2nd May, 1835, regarding 
the Legislative Council and the Civil List. 
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44-46 

47 

48-50 

Private correspondence (printed), London, 30th June, 1835. 
The Quebec requisition signed by persons of all origin is a 
strong proof that John Neilson is the representative of the 
British Interests. O'Connell denounced the Legislative 
and Executive Councils in Canada. 	 51 

Eight questions addressed to Samuel Neilson regarding the 
English representatives in the Legislative Assembly. 	 51 

Private correspondence (printed), London, 25th September, 1835. 
Mr. Papineau and Lord Brougham are friends of Mr. Roebuck. 
Mr. Stuart, editor of the London Courier  abusing Lord 
Brougham. The commissioners coming to Canada. 52-53 

British Commissioners anxiously looked for. Lord Aylmer is 
preparing for his departure. "The greatest happiness 
of the greatest number" must be the motto of Colonial 
Rulers. 	 54 

The ship "PIQUE" arrived at Quebec with the British Commissioners 
and the Governor-in-Chief, Lord Gosford. 	 54 

Ceremonies which took place at Quebec in honour of the British 
Commissioners and of Lord Gosford's arrival. 

Extract from The Mercury  mentioning Lord Gosford's suite. 	54 

Circular letter, 8th August, 1835, and signed by Lt.J. Papineau, 
President, and 20 other liberal members of both Houses, re. 
a meeting to be held at R.J. Kimber's residence at Three Rivers, 
8th September, 1835, to discuss Mr. J.A. Roebuck's action. 	55 

54 



58 

58 

59 

No. 6. Letter from Sir 
mentioned under the 

G. Grey to Mr. Roebuck, 5th June, 1835, 
letter C in No. 3 above. 62 

No. 7. Letter from Sir 
mentioned under the 

G. Grey to Mr. Roebuck, 5th June, 1835, 
letter A, in No. 5 above. 62 

Resolutions adopted at the Meeting of the Committee of 
Correspondence held at Three Rivers 8th September, 1835. 	56-57 

Appendix -- No. 1. 
Letter from Mr. Roebuck to Mr. Papineau, London, 30th May, 
1835. Thanking  Flouse of Assembly for appointing him agent 
to represent Canadian interests, and expressing his 
opinions. 

No. 2. Letter from Mr. Roebuck to Lord Glenelg, 30th May, 1835, 
mentioned under letter A, in Mr. Roebuck's letter to Mr. 
Papineau of the 5th June. 

No. 3. Letter from Mr. Roebuck to Mr. Papineau, London, 5th 
June, 1835. Exposing the action taken by him. 

No. 4. Statement of a Conference between Mr. Roebuck and Lord 
Glenelg, 5th June, 1835, mentioned under the letter D, in the 
above letter. 	 59-61 

No. 5. Letter from Mr. Roebuck to Mr. Papineau, London, 22nd 
June, 1835, saying that a commission was to issue in order 
to make enquiries. 
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61 

No. 8. Letter from Mr. Roebuck to Lord Glenelg, 17th June, 1835, 
mentioned under the letter B, in No. 5 above. 

No. 9. Resolutions adopted by the Committee of Correspondence 
1st May, 1835. 

Petition of Jr Frs. Deblois, of New Carlisle, 8th November, 
1835, submitting to the House the incompetency of Hon. John 
Gawler Thompson to be judge for the Interior district of 
Gaspé. 

62-64 

64-65 

66-67 

Circular letter Quebec, 10th January, 1835, from the Constitutional 
Association of Quebec, soliciting the co-operation of their 
friends of the United Empire. 	 68 

Contingencies account of the House of Assembly for the period 
1st January, 1834 to 15th October, 1835. (In French) 	 69-75 



80-87 

88- 10 7 

108 

108 

Resolutions to be proposed by Mr. O'Callaghan; in a Committee 
of the whole House appointed to take into consideration 
certain passages touching the state of this Province, in the 
speech delivered by Sir J. Colborne, at the opening of 
Parliament 14th January, 1836. 

Report of the Special Committee to whom was referred the answer 
of the Governor in Chief of the 13th November, 1835, to the 
Address of the House of Assembly of the llth November, 
relative to the annexation of the District of Gaspé to New 
Brunswick. Dated 18th January 1836. 

Fourth report of the standing Committee of Grievances, signed 
by E.B. O'Callaghan, 29th January, 1836. 

Fifth report of the Standing Committee of Grievances. 
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76-77 

78-79 

Extract from the Morning Chronicle  of London. Upper Canada 
joined Lower Canada in a petition praying that its Council 
be elective. 

Letter of "An Upper Canadian" in reply to "A Canadian", who wrote 
in The Times,  regarding a reform of Upper Canada politics., 
28th September, 1836. 

Letter No. 1, from "Ex-Colonist" to the Editor of the 
"Constitutional" regarding the contradictory accounts received 
from Canada. A description of the Canadian Constitution. 	108 

Petition from Newfoundland presented by Mr. Hume, regarding the 
elections of September, 1836. 	 109 

Extract from a letter, Montreal, 10th July, 1837, re. Tories 
meeting. Determination prevailing throughout the country to 
submit no longer to degradation. 	 109 

Total route of the "Sons of Liberty". 	 109 

Extract (French) on the merit of Messrs. Waller, Chapman and 
Revans. 	 109 

Extract from The Patriot, 15 December, 1837, on the rise and 
progress of the recent popular movements in Lower Canada. 	110 

Extract from the Morning Chronicle.  The rumours that 500 
Patriots now in Detroit are groundless. Quietness in 
Montreal. 111 



9 

Portrait of L:J. Papineau and copy of his signature. 	 112 

A brief sketch of the life and times of the late Hon. Louis-
Joseph Papineau, by Thomas Storrow Brown, published in 
the New Dominion Monthly  of January, 1872. 113-124 

The opinion of a resident of London on Papineau's political 
career. 	 125 

A salute was fired by the citizens of Cambridge Borough in 
honour of Mr. Papineau on learning his party's success 
at St. Charles 

Letter from Mr. Papineau to the Editor of the Quebec Gazette,  
dated 23rd August, 1833 (?), re Jocelyn Waller's 
appointment as English Translator. 	 125 

Comments on the retirement of Dr. O'Grady from public 
life, 1837. 	 125 

Reports on the Rebellion of 1837. Marginal notes in the 
handwriting of Henry S. Chapman. 	 126-128 

Extract from The Times  dated, 22nd December, 1837, reporting 
the troubles around Montreal. 	 128-129 

Volume 2 part 2 

Extract from the True Sun, 23rd December, 1837, further 
particulars on the Rebellion. 	 130 

Extract from the New York Inquirer giving a clear account of 
the Insurrection with a map showing the movements. 	 131-133 

Supplement to London Gazette  26th December, 1837, copy of 
Sir John Colborne's despatch to Major General Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset. 

125 

134 

Extract from the Monthly Repository, January, 1838, showing 
the failure of the military expedition to Chambly 
District. 

Letter (printed) Montreal, 7th December, 1837, confirming the 
view taken in the above summary and adding some 
further facts. 

Extract from The Times  reporting news taken from the New York 
Courier and the Montreal Herald regarding the movement 
of British Troops. 

135-138 

139-140 

141-142 

"The Quarrel with Canada" by James Ridgway G  Sons offered to 
the Public. 	 143 



10

Advertisement : a public meeting of English people to be hel d
to protest against the proceedings of Ministers towards the
Canadians. 143

"The Canadian Portfolio" by J .A . Roebuck, offered to the Public . 143

Appeal of "The Working Men's Association" to the people of th e
United Kingdom against war in Canada. 143

Details relative to the Rebellion in Lower Canada and Uppe r
Canada 144-151 and

153
Extract from the Morning Chronicle regarding Intelligenc e

from the Canadas and the frontier . 152

Copy of a proclamation offering $4,000 reward for the arres t
of L-.J . Papineau. 154

Copy of a proclamation offering $2,000 reward for the arres t
of Dr . Wolfred Nelson. 154

Copy of a proclamation offering $400 reward for the arres t
of nine rebels. 154

Extract from the Montreal Herald giving a summary of th e
rewards offered for the arrest of rebels. 154

Notes by Mr . Henry S . Chapman relative to his correspondenc e
with Mr . Howe . 155

Copy of correspondence with Mr . Joseph Howe . 155-157
Resume of an article taken from L'Amie du Peuple 158-159
Detailed account of the fight at St . Eustache . 160-161

Account of the attack of Sir Francis Bond Head on Nav y
Island . 162

Extract from Toronto newspapers publishing copy of Colone l
McNab's general order for suspending any attack of Navy
Island . 163

The Mirror, 10th February, 1838, presenting to its readers an
engraving of the seat of the war, Navy Island . 164-169

Extract establishing a parallel between the American Revolutio n
and the Canadian Insurrection by J .A . Roebuck . News of
the evacuation of Navy Island . 170

Extract from the address on the Legislative Union of Upper an d
Lower Canada published by the Constitutional Association
of Montreal giving statistics on population, 1760-1836 ,
reproduced in The Sun, Ist . January 1838. 171

174



Comments in The Sun,  2nd January, 1838, on the paternal language 
of Lord Gosford's proclamation. 

A poster of the Weekly Chronicle advertising a series of 
engravings from original designs of Canada Scenery to 
by published from the 6th January, 1838. 	 175 

Extract from The London Mercury, 28th January, 1838, reporting 
news from Upper and Lower Canada. 	 172-173 

Extracts from American newspapers relative to the evacuation 
of Navy Island and the surrender of the cannon belonging 
to United States reproduced in The Times,  14th February, 
1838. 	 176 

Extract from The Standard,  15th February, 1838, re confusion at 
Detroit in consequence of the extensive plan for invading 
Canada. 177 

Extract from The Times,  21st February, 1838, reproducing 
important news from Michigan. 	 177 

Extract from The Times,  26th February, 1838 re occupation of 
Sugar Island by Patriots and measures taken by 
United States to have frontier guarded. 

Poster advertising a meeting of the Working Men's 
Association to be held on the 3rd April, 1838, to discuss 
whether the people of England and Ireland will sanction the 
base proposals of the Whigs to destroy the principle of 
universal suffrage in the Canadas and to compel the people 
of that country to be plundered and enslaved by a few official 
and irresponsible persons. 	 179 

Extract dated 20th April, 1838, complaining against the execution 
of Lount and Matthews. 	 180 

Extract from The Times,  llth July, 1838, re communication of 
a message from the President of the United States to the 
House of Representatives of United States relative to 
the outrages committed on the steam-boat "SIR ROBERT PEEL" 
and British flag in American Water;Laild:.the ,2TELEGRAPH" 
under American flag in Canadian water. Also copy of an 
instruction authorizing the Governor of Lower Canada 
to constitute a Special Council. 	 180 

Plan of the Battle of Prescott, dated, 13th November, 1838. 	 181 

Prize sale -- Goods captured at St. Denis to be sold by auction. 	182 

Canadian Portfollio No. 5, re. "Declaration of the Reformers 
of the city of Toronto." 	 182 

1 1 

174 

178 
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Mackenzie's Gazette,  20 June, 1839, giving the account of the 
trials of William Lyon Mackenzie and George Washington 
Case. 

Mackenzie's Gazette,  28th, September, 1839 regarding the 
Appointment of Mr. Charles Poulett Thomson as 
Governor. 

183-186 

187-190 

Petition (French) from the Legislative Council to His 
Excellency the Governor. 	 191-192 

Statement for the election for the West Ward of Montreal, 1832. 	193 

n.d. Farewell banquet at Winnipeg to the Governor General. 	 194 

Documents relating to the Forges St. Maurice, 1835. 	 195-211 

Original document in the handwriting of Mr. Chapman. Suit of 
Larocque Bernard & Co. against Samuel Revans & Co. for non 
payment. 	 212-215 

Printed view of Navy Island (poster) 	 216 

List of the Committee of the Constitutional Association of Quebec. 	217 

Declaration of the causes which led to the formation of the 
Constitutional Association of Quebec, and of the objects for 
which it has been formed. 218-221 


