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INTRODUCTION

The Szylling Family papers were presented to the Public Archives of Canada by Mrs. Maria Dobrowolska-
Frankowska-Szylling and include her papers, the papers of her first husband, Stefan Frankowski and her
second husband, Antoni Szylling.

Antoni Szylling (l884-l97l) was born in Ptomiawy near Warsaw.  During his military career, in the Polish
Army, he attained the rank of Lieutenant General.  As a Russian subject Szylling was a member of the
Imperial Russian Army during World War I.  He fought in the Polish Army against Soviet Russia in the
Polish-Bolshevik War in l920.  During the German invasion in September l939 he commanded the Krakow
Army.  Like many other Polish officers and soldiers, he was captured and held as a prisoner-of-war at
Murnav till l945.  After coming to Canada in l947, Szylling lived on a farm at Abercorn, not far from
Montreal.  He was active in the Polish emigré community and he also corresponded with his military
colleagues.  He wrote an unpublished study of his command: "Moje dowodzenie roku 39-ym".

In l9l0, Szylling married Zofia Bajkowska (l887-l944) and they had two sons, Jerzy (l92l-l943) and Karol
(l925-l959).  In l949, Szylling married Maria Roza, the widow of a former comrade-in-arms, Admiral
Stefan Frankowski.

Stefan Frankowski (l887-l940) chose a naval career in his youth and rose to the rank of Rear-Admiral,
Commander of the Polish Coastal Defence in Gdynia-Oksynne.  He died not long after Poland's defeat in
a German prisoner-of-war camp at Silberberg.  In l922 Frankowski married Maria Roza Dobrowolska
and they had two children: Stefan and Jolanka.

Maria Roza Dobrowolska was born in l896 in the Kiev region, of Polish-Scottish parentage.  In l922, she
married Stefan Frankowski.  She was evacuated from Poland in l939 and in l940 moved to Canada,
selecting Montreal as her home.  In l947 she was joined there by her mother and in l949 she remarried,
this time to General Antoni Szylling.  Mrs. Szylling was active in the Polish community and was a
contributor to Polish-language newspapers.  She also wrote an unpublished history of her family entitled:
"Monografia Klucza Tulinskiego na tle Genealogii Wlascicieli".  She died in Vancouver on l3 April l986.

The papers presented by Mrs. Szylling in l976 and l977 include the few early documents that survived the
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war of both her husbands, some of her personal and family papers from Poland and her brother Alexander
Dobrowolski, who was in the Polish Diplomatic Service, and some materials recovered from Poland in the
l960's.  Most of the materials date since World War II, the largest part being correspondence, notes and
the manuscript of General Szylling.  Also of particular interest are the diaries of Maria Roza Szylling
recording her experiences during World War I, the reminiscences of her mother, focussing largely on her
experiences during World War II and the correspondence of Szylling's friend and colleague, General
Kazimierz Sosnkowski.  The collection also helps to document the life of the Polish emigrés and immigrants
in Canada after World War II.



SZYLLING FAMILLY

MG 30, C 137

Vol. File Subject Date

A.  LT. GENERAL ANTONI SZYLLING

1. Personal and Family

l l Miscellaneous n.d., l955-
l960

1 2 Genealogical material n.d.

1 3 Birth certificate [in Russian] l922

1 4 Personal documents n.d., l935-
l962

1 5 Passport, travel documents l945-l947,
l953, l963

1 6 Commission promoting Gen. A. Szylling to the rank of Lieutenant-
General

1945

1 7 Military decorations l935-l937,
l948

1 8 Marriage certificate - Zofia Bajkowska l922
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Vol. File Subject Date

1 9 Marriage certificate - Maria Roza Dobrowolska Frankowska 1949

1 10 Financial records l939, l948-
l955

1 11 Address book n.d.

1 12-13 Obituaries and death notices (two files) l97l

1 14 Death of General Szylling: funeral service l97l

1 15 Death: recollections l97l

1 16-18 Death: condolences (3 files) l97l

1 19 Death: "Friends who Called" l97l

B. ZOFIA BAJKOWSKA-SZYLLING

1. Personal and Family

1 20 Baptismal certificate [in Russian] l899

1 21 Passport, travel documents l932, l939-
l94l

1 22 Diplomas l9l0, l9l9

1 23 Certificates n.d., l9l5-
l943

2. Correspondence

1 24 General l940-l944

1 25-26 General Antoni Szylling while a P.O.W. (2 files) l939-l944
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Vol. File Subject Date

1 27-28 Jerzy Szylling (son - 2 files) l932, l940-
l943

2 1 Karol Szylling (son) l94l-l942,
l944

2 2 Piekarska-Blanchard, Lucie n.d.

2 3 Piekarska, Jadwiga l942-l943

2 4 Photographs (family snapshots) n.d., l940

2 5 Death: condolences
l944

C. JERZY SZYLLING

1. Personal and Family

2 6 Personal documents l934, l936,
l940-l943

2 7 School notebook l939-l940

2. Correspondence

2 8 Szylling, Jerzy: general correspondence n.d., l940-
l946

2 9 Szylling, Jerzy: general correspondence l940-l943

2 l0 Szylling, Antoni: correspondence from l940

2 ll Szylling, Antoni: correspondence from l94l
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Vol. File Subject Date

2 l2 Szylling, Antoni: correspondence from l94l-l943

2 l3 Szylling, Zofia l942-l943

2 l4 Szylling, Karol: correspondence from n.d., l94l-
l943

2 l5 Photographs n.d., l940-
l943

2 l6 Autograph album l935-l940

2 l7 Death: condolences l943-l944

D. KAROL SZYLLING

1. Personal and Family

2 l8 Birth certificate l926

2 19 School certificates l940-l943

2 20 Military certificates, passport l943, l945

2 21 Personal documents l932-l935

2. Correspondence

2 22 General l940-l943

2 23 Family l94l-l959

2 24 Szylling, Antoni l94l-l943
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Vol. File Subject Date

2 25 Szylling, Zofia l943-l944

2 26 Death: photographs of funeral, obituary, legal correspondence, last will 1955, 1959-
l960

E. GENERAL ANTONI SZYLLING

1. Correspondence

2 The correspondence of General Antoni Szylling includes material related
to personal matters, his activity in the Polish Government-in-Exile, his
role in the Society of Generals and Colonels [London, England], and his
writings on military history.

2 27 Miscellaneous n.d., l93l-
l942

2 28 Miscellaneous n.d., l939-
l968

3 1 Miscellaneous n.d., l955-
l972

3 2 Miscellaneous l947-l967

3 3 Miscellaneous l962-l97l

3 4 Correspondence A-N l942-l97l

3 5 Correspondence O-Z l949-l970

3 6 Correspondence: family n.d., l940-
l959

3 7-8 Zofia Szylling (2 files) l940-l943
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Vol. File Subject Date

3 9 Jerzy Szylling l940-l943

3 10-11 Karol Szylling l94l-l959

3 12 Maria Roza Szylling (second wife) l949-l95l,
l963

3 13 Dobrowolska, Maria Anna l947-l950

3 14 Anders, Wladyslaw l947-l964

3 15 Babinski, Witold l963-l964

3 16 Bobrowski, Stanislaw l96l-l962,
l968-l97l

3 17 Bortnowski, Wladyslaw l946-l959

3 18 Dembinski, Stefan l955

3 19 Gluchowski, Janusz l948-l959,
l955-l962

3 20 Gora, Tadeusz l962-l964

3 21 Grazynski, Michal l955, l959

3 22 Grudzinski, A(ntoni?) l96l-l964

3 23 Komorowski-Bor, Tadeusz l965

3 24 Kopanski, Stanislaw n.d., l946-
l964

3 25 Krokosinski, W..... l96l-l962

3 26 Kukiel, Marian l955

3 27 Kwasniewski, Tadeusz l95l-l960

3 28 Liebich, Andrzej l948-l959

3 29 Maczek, Stanislaw l96l
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Vol. File Subject Date

3 30 Nadratowski, Zygmunt l962-l964,
l967

3 31 Nowicki, Zygmunt l950-l96l

3 32 Piskor, Tadeusz l949-l95l

3 33 Powierza, Wladyslaw l954-l970

3 34 Romer, Tadeusz l956, l958-
l962, l970

3 35 Sawicki, Kazimierz l952, l955-
l956, l968

3 36 Sokolnicki, Michal n.d., l956

3 37 Sosnkowska, Jadwiga n.d., l952-
l970

3 38-39 Sosnkowski, Kazimierz (2 files) n.d., l946-
l950

4 l-2 Sosnkowski, Kazimierz (2 files) l95l-l959

4 3 Spiechowicz-Boruta, Mieczyslaw l960-l96l,
l965

4 4 Stachiewicz, Waclaw l954-l955,
l970

4 5-7 Stebrik, Wladyslaw (3 files) l946-l97l

4 8 Stephens, Felicie l949-l953

4 9 Sznuk, Stefan l958-l959,
l962, l967

4 10 Tokarzewski, Michal l956-l957

4 11 Wiloch, S.F. l950-l968
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Vol. File Subject Date

4 12 Wolikowski, Romuald n.d., l946-
l97l

4 13 Zaleski, August l955

4 14 Zapolski, J. l960-l962

4 15 Zurowski, Adam l958

2. Correspondence with Institutions, Committees and
Associations

4 16 Bar of Montreal l966, l969

4 17 Letters to editors l955-l966

4 18 Committee to Commemorate the Centennial of Jozef Pilsudski's Birth
(Komitet obchodu setnej rocznicy urodzin Marszalua Jozefa
Pitsudsuiego)

1967-1968,
1970

4 19 Committee to Commemorate the 25th Anniversary of Pilsudski's Death
(Komitet wykonawczy uczczenia pamieci Jozefa Pilsudskiego w 25-
lecie jego zgonu)

1960

4 20-22 Executive Committee of the Polish Council of National Unity
(Egzekutywa zjednoczenia narodowego) (3 files)

1956-1962

4 23 "Kultura", Paris l955, l957-
l958, l967

4 24 National Fund l958-l959,
l969-l970

4 25 Passport office, Ottawa l947, l958,
l966, l968

4 26 Polish Combatants' Association in Canada l958, l964-
l965, l97l
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Vol. File Subject Date

4 27-30 Society of Generals and Colonels, London (4 files) n.d., l948-
l97l

4 31 Other institutions and associations l945-l967

4 32 Rockburn Trout Club l970-l97l

3. Miscellaneous

5 1 The Wawel Tresures l955-l959-
l96l

5 2 Speeches, appeals and articles n.d., l944-
l967

5 3 Photographs n.d., l9l7-
l970

5 4 Newsclippings l948-l972

5 5 Printed matter l955-l970

5 6 General Antoni Szylling Last Names Day, June l3 l97l

4. Military and Other Writings

5 7 Dyr, Adam, "Relacja z dzialan v l939", l2 pp. n.d.

5 8 Steblik, Wladyslaw, "Odpisy zachowanych dokumentow" l946

5 9 Szylling, Antoni, "Moje dowodzenie w l939 r., Notatki z dzialan 23
Dywizji Piechoty"

194?
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Vol. File Subject Date

5 10 Szylling, Antoni, "Rewolucjz rosyjska-polskie wojska na wschodzie v.
l9l7-l9l8"

n.d.

5 11 Szylling, Antoni, "Rok 39-ty" n.d.

5 12 Szylling, Antoni, "Sprawa Generala Luczynskiego" n.d.

5 13 Szylling, Antoni, "Przebieg dzialan krakowskiej brygady kawalerii - l939" 1940

5 14 Szylling, Antoni, "Uwagi i sprostowania (Rezacja
l947

Generala Sadowskiego)"

5 15 Szylling, Antoni, "Moje dowodzenie" (notes and
n.d.

reflections)

5. Book "Moje Dowodzenie"

5 16-21 Notes (file l-6) n.d., l965,
l968, l970

5 22-34 Notes (file 7-19)

6 1-23 Notes (file 20-42)

6 24-28 Draft typescript, annotated (5 files) n.d.

6 29 Revised introduction

6 30-34 Typescript, final draft (7 files) l963

7 1-2 Typescript, final draft 1963

7 3 "Moje Dowodzenie", footnotes

7 4 "Kultura", section of "Moje dowodzenie" n.d.
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Vol. File Subject Date

6. Additional Topics

7 5 Greeting cards prepared by Prisoners-of-War l940, l943

7 6 Prayer cards, inspirational writings n.d.

F. MEMORIAL CONTEST

On the death of General Szylling a fund was created by his widow in his
memory to sponsor an essay competition in military history.

7 7 Advertisements l972-l973

7 8 Correspondence l97l-l973

7 9 Bystra, "Dzieje od l939 roku" l972

7 10 Polus Cyd, "Paradowsy historii" l972

7 11 Fabian, "Objecie przez Generala Szyllinga stanowiska inspektora armii" 1972

7 12 Filolog, "Owocne i bezowocne bohaterstwo" 1972

7 13 Godlo, "Zarys dziejow 23 gornoslaskiej dywizyi piechoty w kampanii
wrlesniowej l939"

1972

7 14 Jastrzab, "Wrzesien l939 roku z perspektywy l/3
l972

wieku"

7 15 Karpatczyk, "Niezapomniana rocznica" l972

7 16 Lwow, "Monte cassino" l972

7 17 Nabram, "Moje pierwsze swieto zotnierza" l972

7 18 Odwet, "Szczegol o samodzielnej grupie poleskiej"
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Vol. File Subject Date

7 19 Pienkowski, Jerzy, "Perypetie ochotnika z l920 roku" (first prize) 1972

7 20 Podkowa, "Pamieci S.P. Generala Szyllinga" l972

7 21 Podporucznik, "Zapomniany oddzial wolynskiej brygady kawalerii" 1972

7 22 Uczestnik, "Pierwsze boje Majora Szyllinga" l972

7 23 Warszawa, "Grottger l939" l972

7 24 Zorawie, "Moj baon w gross-born" l972

G. MARIA ROZA SZYLLING

1. Personal

7 25-26 Personal papers

7 27 Genealogical papers n.d.

7 28 Passport, travel documents l933, l939-
l940

7 29 Certificates l940-l943

7 30 Marriage to Stefan Frankowski l922

7 31 Power of attorney l946

7 32 Oath of secrecy R.C.A. Victor l953

7 33-37 Diary l9l4-l9l8, l92l

7 38 Notebook

7 39 "Nasze dzieci" l926-l928,
l952

7 40 "Zapiski" l967, l978
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Vol. File Subject Date

7 41 Memory of Kiev (typescript in French) n.d.

7 42 "Gran" n.d.

7 43 "Meksyk" l967

7 44 "Trip to Poland" l964

7 45 "Our Story" n.d.

2. Family

8 1 Other family members n.d., l940-
l975

8 2 Dobrowolska, Anna (wife of Stefan) n.d., l959-
l978

8 3 Dobrowolska, Jadwiga l947-l974

8 4 Dobrowolski, Zygmunt l948-l972

8 5 Przesmycki, Waclaw l957-l972

8 6 Saryusz-Bielski, Tomasz l958-l959,
l963

8 7 Szylling, Antoni n.d., l947,
l949, l963

8 8 Szymanski, Michal and Jadwiga l962-l974

3. General Correspondence
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Vol. File Subject Date

8 9-l0 Miscellaneous correspondence
llA-F l940-l976

8 12 G-K l943-l976

8 13 L-O n.d., l940-
l976

8 14 P-R l940-l976

8 15 S-Z n.d., l94l-
l976

8 16 Barra y Camer, Alphonso l94l-l942

8 17 Drummond, Huntly n.d., l943-
l949

8 18 Giera, Zbigniew l97l-l972,
l974, l976

8 19 Sosnkowski, Jadwiga and Kazimierz l94l-l972

8 20 Sznuk, Stefan l947, l97l-
l974

8 21 Wegnerowicz, Jadwiga l946-l947,
l96l

8 22 Wojtyla, Karol (Pope John Paul II) l97l

4. Correspondence with Institutions, Associations and
Government

8 23 Institutions, miscellaneous

8 24 Canadian War Museum, Ottawa l973-l974

8 25 The Committee for the Preservation of Polish War Relics 1972-1973



MG 30, C 137 SZYLLING FAMILLY 15

Vol. File Subject Date

8 26 "Glos Polski" (Polish Voice), Toronto l963-l964

8 27 Government of Canada (Immigration, Citizenship) l940-l94l,
l944-l948

8 28 Kolo Kijowian, London, l953, l956, l958-l959, l96l-l963 l953-l973

8 29 Miejskie przedsiebiorstwo uslug komunalnych, Wroclaw-Poland 1973-1975

8 30 "Ossolineum", Wroclaw-Poland l975

8 31 Pilsudski Institute of America, New York l973-l975

8 32 Polish Museum, Rapperswil, Switzerland l972

8 33 Polish Navy l946

8 34 Societé pour la protection des souvenirs et tombeaux historiques
Polonais en France

1973-1975

5. Book: "Monografia klucza tulinskiego na tle genealogii
wlascicieli

8 35-37 Notes (3 files) n.d.

8 38-39 Draft typescript, annotated (copy I) l936

9 1-4 Draft typescript l963

9 5-8 Draft typescript l963

9 9-14 Draft typescript l963

9 15-18 Final draft (4 files) l936-l968

9 19 Photographs of Tulin l906, l9l7

9 20 Other illustrations n.d.
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Vol. File Subject Date

9 21 Maps (for year l768-l769) n.d.

6. Additional Topics Other Writings of M.R. Szylling

9 22 "Report of the Five Day Course for Women Supervisors" l946

9 23 "Za oknem piekny egzotyczny swiat" (trip to Mexico) l969-l970

9 24 "The Third of May" l975

9 25 "50th Wedding Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. B. Kwiecinski" 1973

9 26 "Maria Wolodkowiczowa-wspomnienie posmiertne" l976

7. Miscellaneous

9 27 Horoscope of M.R. Szylling l972

9 28 Invoices l940-l972

9 29 Photographs n.d., l933-
l973

9 30 Victory Bonds l943-l944,
l946

H. PAPERS OF M.R. SZYLLING'S FAMILY

l. Stefan Frankowski (first husband of M.R. Szylling)

9 31 Varia n.d., l947,
l947, l972
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Vol. File Subject Date

9 32 Death notices n.d.

9 33 Letters of condolence l940

9 34 Newsclippings l940, l966,
l97l

2. Jolanta Frankowska-Collins (daughter)

9 35 Correspondence to M.R. Szylling l964, l972,
l974-l975

3. Aleksander Dobrowolski (father of M.R. Szylling)

9 36 Personal papers l932-l933,
l940

4. Maria Anna Dobrowolska (mother of M.R. Szylling)

9 37-38 Personal papers l946, l949,
l956

9 39 Correspondence: other family members n.d., l944-
l956

9 40-41 Correspondence: M.R. Szylling (2 files) n.d., l947-
l950

9 42-44 Correspondence: Stefan Dobrowolski (3 files) l946-l952

9 45 Correspondence: Institutions l945-l960
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9 46 Death: letters of condolence l96l

9 47 Power of Attorney l946

9 48 Recollections (written by M.R. Szylling) l947

9 49 Miscellaneous photographs l9l6-l960

5. Col. Stefan M. Dobrowolski (brother of M.R. Szylling)

10 1 Miscellaneous

10 2 Personal papers l906, l9l9

10 3 Correspondence:

10 4 Family l940-l943

10 5 M.R. Szylling l939-l974

10 6 Diplomatic reports (from Mexico) l942, l945

10 7 Articles l96l, l97l

10 8 Obituary notices l974

10 9 Death: condolences l974

6. Stefan Stanislaw René Frankowski (son of M.R. Szylling)

10 10-11 Miscellaneous

10 12 Personal papers l924, l940-
l950
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Vol. File Subject Date

10 13 School papers l939, l94l-
l942

10 14 Loyola College testimonial l940-l94l

10 15 Military certificates l943, l945-
l946

10 16 Power of Attorney l946?

10 17 General correspondence l939-l957

10 18 Correspondence with family l94l, l944,
l948-l960

10 19-21 Correspondence with M.R. Szylling (3 files) n.d., l940-
l959

10 22 Correspondence with institutions l94l-l950

10 23 Death: certificates and notices l96l

10 24-30 Letters of condolence (7 files) l96l

10 3l Invoices l94l, l948,
l96l

10 32 Work reports l958

I. RELATED PAPERS

1. Babinski, Witold

11 1 Correspondence n.d., l957-
l958
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Vol. File Subject Date

11 2-3 Speeches and articles (2 files) l95l, l957-
l958, l969

2. Miscellaneous Articles and Memoirs

11 4 "Z zapisek K.S. Biskupa dub-dubowskiego" n.d.

11 5 Gravin, Katarzyna, "Dlaczego nie moge wytrzymac w kanadzie
wybieram Europe . . ."

1947?

11 6 Horodynski, Bronislaw, "Do archinum akt dawnycj w warszawie" 1978

11 7 Koscialkowski, Stanislaw, "Ugoda hadziacka z l658 r. w 300-letnia, jej
rocznice"

1958

11 8 Marcinkowski, Karol, "Dwo listy przeora A. Kordeckiego rok l655" 1956

11 9 "Polish Association in Montreal" n.d.

11 10 "Przewodnik po wambierzycach" l97l

11 11 Sadowski, Jan, off prints, "Przygotowanie centralnego rejonu
przemyslowego slaska do obrony u okresie miedzywojennym" and
"Dzialania G.O. slask l-3 wrzesnia l939"

1959, l960

11 12 Slawek, E. Krystyna, "Wspomnienia corki kijowianina" n.d.

11 13 Weryha-Darowski, A., "Kresowy geniusz" (after l930) n.d.

11 14 "Wyjatek z pamietnika" (after l930) n.d.

11 15 Trojan, I., "Liberum veto przeciw jednosci narodowej" 1954

11 16 Szary-Tomir, "Wspomnienia polskiego lacznosciowca" l968
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Vol. File Subject Date

3. Papers of Gen. Kazimierz Sosnkowski (commander-in-chief of
the Polish Armed Forces during World War II)

11 17 Miscellaneous

11 18-22 Correspondence (5 files) n.d., l940-
l967

11 23-25 Speeches (3 files) n.d., l949-
l967

11 26 Sosnkowski, K., "Sytuacja swiatowa na tle agresji sowieckiej" 1953

11 27 Memorial book: General Broni Kazimierz Sosnkowski l885-l969 1970

11 28-32 Newsclippings (re: K. Sosnowski) (5 files) l955-l962

11 33 Newsclippings (re: K. Sosnowski's death) l969

11 34 Printed matter n.d., l939-
l972, l975

12 1 Diploma commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
l970

"Miracle of the Vistula"

12 2 Flukowski, Stefan, Szancer, Jan Marcin, "Kopernik", Warszawa (album) 1953

12 3 "Moje Dowodzenie": maps

12 4-6 Miscellaneous newsclippings (3 files)


