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INTRODUCTION

This fonds was donated to the National Archives of Canada in March, 1993.  Most publications were
transferred to the National Library. Photographs, sound recordings, lapel pins and ribbons were transferred
to the Division of Visual and Sound Archives.

Correspondence is found throughout the fonds.  Each volume is a box containing 20 cm. of files.

This fonds is of particular interest to researchers in the history of the Polish community in Canada especially
the post-World War II wave of immigration during the years 1946-1956.  This material is also of interest
to students of Polonia (Poles abroad), Polish post-war politics and multiculturalism in Canada.  Historical
information in this fonds complements information in the Polish Alliance Press Ltd. Papers (MG28 V25),
Canadian Polish Congress Collection (MG28 V10) and the Adam Zurowski Papers (MG 31 D233).   

Biographical Note on Benedykt Heydenkorn

Benedykt Heydenkorn was born in 1905 in Stara Bircza, Poland.  He began his journalistic career in 1926
while still a student by contributing to various Polish newspapers.  He graduated from the University of
Warsaw in 1930 and continued his journalistic career in various capacities including editor for a number
of Polish publications.  He also worked for foreign press agencies including the Warsaw office of the
French news agency HAVAS as a political-parliamentary correspondent. 

With the outbreak of the Second World War in September, 1939, he was captured and imprisoned in the
Soviet Union.  When the Polish Army was organized in the Soviet Union, he was released in 1941 and
returned to his journalistic career serving in the Polish Second Corps until the end of the war. He was
demobilized in 1946 in England. In London, England, he continued his journalistic career in the local Polish
political press.

In November, 1949, he immigrated with his wife to southern Ontario.  He immediately became involved
with the local Polish community organizations including the Canadian Polish Congress.  In addition to his
work in various jobs, he continued his journalistic career as correspondent to the Polish Daily in London,
England and in 1952 in the Polish Canadian press.  He was Assistant Editor of Glos Polski (The Polish
Voice) in Toronto.  In 1957, he joined the newspaper, Zwiazkowiec (The Alliancer) in Toronto and
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became Editor-in-Chief from 1964 until his formal retirement in 1977. 

Mr. Heydenkorn was also involved in the research and writing of a number of historical, political and
sociological studies in Polish and English on the Polish community in Canada including co-author of A
Member of a Distinguished Family, The Polish Group in Canada (1976).  He continues to research, write
and edit for the Canadian Polish Research Institute and the Multicultural History Society of Ontario.  He
is a member of a number of academic and community associations and is a recognized expert on the Polish
Canadian community and Polonia, the Polish communities abroad.    



BENEDYKT HEYDENKORN PAPERS

MG 31, D 237

Vol. File Subject Date

I. PERSONAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL MATERIAL

1 1 Biographical notes n.d., 1981

1 2 Order of Ontario, Nomination 1987

1 3 Memoires; Commandants of the Fifth Polish Division n.d.

1 4 Memoires; Editor of Zwiazkowiec n.d.

1 5 Ticket: Football game, Polish and British teams, Baghdad 1943

1 6 Polish Embassy, personal correspondence 1971

1 7 Invitations - General n.d.,1966-1992

1 8 Press Cards and conference attendance n.d., 1962-1984

1 9 Draft articles, manuscripts, notes n.d.,1942-1986

1 10 Draft articles in Kultura n.d.

1 11 Draft articles and reviews 1939-1988

1 12 Book review 1985

1 13 Immigration from Poland; Brief 1965

1 14 Assimilation, adaptation, integration; general considerations; notes n.d.
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Vol. File Subject Date

1 15 Polish communists; genealogy of struggle for independence 1953

1 16 Reflections on the Polish-Ukrainian question n.d.

1 17 Eugene Chruscicki, biography n.d.

1 18 Characteristics of George Giedroyc, manuscript n.d.

1 19 George Giedroyc, anthology and bibliographic notes n.d.

II. CORRESPONDENCE WITH INDIVIDUALS

1 20 Albin, Janusz 1986-1988

1 21 Bienkowska, Danuta n.d.

1 22 Bilevich, P., (including historical notes on Dom Polski) 1974

1 23 Bohdanowiczowa, Zofia n.d., 1963

1 24 Bromke, Adam 1963-1975

1 25 Brzezinski, Zbigniew 1960-1990

1 26 Burski, Jerzy 1983

1 27 Ciolkosz, Adam 1952-1983

1 28 Gliwa, Stanislaw n.d., 1972-1987

1 29 Haidasz, Stanley n.d.,1964-1990

1 30 Hertz, Alexander 1951-1981

1 31 Hertz, Zygmunt and Pawel n.d.,1964-1957

1 32 Janta, Aleksander 1949-1974

1 33 Kisielewski, Stefan 1966-1984

1 34 Kolodziej, Adolf 1988
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Vol. File Subject Date

1 35 Korbonski, Stefan 1963-1964

1 36 Kozlowski, Kamila 1989

1 37 Kulczycki, Jerzy 1983-1986

1 38 Kuncewiczowa, Maria 1957-1963

1 39 Lopata, Helena 1974-1975

1 40 Mackiewicz, Josef 1959-1970

1 41 Malinowski, P., 1953

1 42 Milosz, Czeslaw 1969-1975

1 43 Parnicki, Teodor 1959-1964

2 1 Reczynska, Anna 1982-1992

2 2 Rubin, Cardinal Wladyslaw 1971-1989

2 3 Topolnicki, Julian 1970-1971

2 4 Ulatowski, Jan 1957-1959

2 5 Vinzenz, Stanislaw 1947-1962

2 6 Wankowicz, Melchior 1952-1974

2 7 Wesoly, Bishop Szczepan 1987-1992

2 8 Wierzynski, Kazimierz n.d.,1955-1958

2 9 Wittlin, Joseph 1954-1974

2 10 Wladek 1986-1991

2 11 Wozniakowski, Jacek 1972-1973

2 12 Zawieyski, Jerzy n.d.,1959-1963

2 13 Zelenski, Wladyslaw 1988-1989
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2 14 Ziolkowska, Alexandra 1980-1992

2 15 Telegrams n.d.,1950-1973

2 16 Post Cards - general n.d., 1951-1989

III. CORRESPONDENCE - ORGANIZATIONS

2 17 Adam Mickiewicz Foundation 1982-1991

2 18 Canadian Ethnic Studies Association 1984

2 19 Central Committee of Polish Veterans in Toronto 1984

2 20 Clergy - General 1960-1991

2 21 Confederation of Independent Poland 1981

2 22 Government of Canada 1961-1984

2 23 Joan Lawruk Prize 1979

2 24 Multicultural History Society of Ontario 1983-1991

2 25 New Canadian Enclyclopedia Publishing Ltd. 1982-1987

2 26 Newspapers - General 1971-1991

2 27 Polish Agency Interpress 1971

2 28 Polish Alliance of Canada 1988-1991

2 29 Polish Canadian Research Institute 1982-1992

2 30 Polish Combatants Association in Canada 1964-1984

2 31 Polish Government in Exile 1976, 1991

2 32 Polish community, London, England 1951-1990

2 33 Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in America 1974-1975
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2 34 Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences in Canada 1983-1989

2 35 Polish Research Institute, Cracow, Poland 1975-1991

2 36 Polish Society of Music in Toronto 1986

2 37 Polish Teachers Association in Canada 1983

2 38 Polish Voice Publishing Co. Ltd. 1977-1980

2 39 Radio Free Europe 1964-1975

2 40 Reduta, Polish Broadcast 1983

2 41 Society of the Precious Blood 1987-1989

2 42 Solidarity Information Office in Canada 1983

2 43 Universities - General 1957-1986

2 44 University of Calgary 1975-1991

2 45 University of Toronto 1964-1990

2 46 University of Toronto Library 1986-1989

2 47 Wladyslaw Reymont Foundation n.d.

2 48 Wawel Treasures 1959

2 49 Wolna Polska 1976

IV. CORRESPONDENCE - GENERAL

2 50 Correspondence 1949-1953

2 51 Correspondence 1954-1959

2 52 Correspondence 1960-1962

2 53 Correspondence 1963

2 54 Correspondence 1964
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2 55 Correspondence 1965-1969

2 56 Correspondence 1970

2 57 Correspondence 1971-1972

2 58 Correspondence 1973-1974

2 59 Correspondence 1975

2 60 Correspondence 1976-1979

2 61 Correspondence 1981-1985

3 1-6 Correspondence 1986-1991

3 7 Correspondence (including G. Giedroyc) 1966-1991

3 8 Correspondence 1992

V. CORRESPONDENCE - KULTURA - INSTITUT
LITTERAIRE, FRANCE

3 9 Correspondence n.d.

3 10 Correspondence n.d., 1957-1959

3 11 Correspondence n.d., 1958-1964

3 12 Correspondence 1966-1969

3 13 Correspondence 1970-1975

3 14 Correspondence 1976-1979

3 15 Correspondence 1980-1984

3 16 Correspondence 1985-1988
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3 17 Correspondence 1989-1992

VI. CANADIAN POLISH CONGRESS

3 18 Statut 1976

3 19 Polish Relief Fund 1981-1982

3 20 Correspondence 1959-1991

3 21 Minutes 1963-64

3 22 Reports 1957

3 23 Reports 1960

4 1 Reports 1961

4 2 Reports 1966

4 3 Reports 1975

4 4 Reports 1980

4 5 Reports 1982-1983

4 6 Millenium Fund- Reports 1975-1990

4 7 Strike Fund 1980-1981

4 8 Reports, Correspondence 1981-1982

4 9 General Assembly 1982

4 10 Polish Immigrant Aid Center 1983

4 11 General Assembly 1984

4 12 Brochures 1984



8 BENEDYKT HEYDENKORN PAPERS MG 31, D 237
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VII. THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE REPUBLIC OF
POLAND

4 13 Election Regulations 1980

4 14 Correspondence 1979-1981

4 15 Election 1981

4 16 Canadian Branch, Inauguration Meeting 1981

4 17 Reports, Directives 1981

4 18 Lists of Members 1981-1991

4 19 Reports, Directives 1982

4 20 Reports, Correspondence 1983

4 21 Reports, Correspondence 1984

4 22 Congress, Canada and United States Branches 1985

4 23 Reports 1985

4 24 Communiques 1986

4 25 Correspondence, Communiques, Lists of Attendence 1987

4 26 Correspondence, Communiques 1988

4 27 Communiques, Reports 1989

4 28 Election 1989

4 29 Correspondence 1990

4 30 Correspondence, Directives 1991

4 31 Last meeting, Toronto 1991

4 32 Liquidation 1991
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Vol. File Subject Date

VIII. POLISH NATIONAL FUND - COMMITTEE

5 1 Statute 1975-1978

5 2 Minutes 1973-1987

5 3 Honours 1974-1988

5 4 Executive Instructions 1976,1984

5 5 Financial Reports 1978-1991

5 6 Correspondence, Appeals, Reports 1979-1991

5 7 Members of Presidium 1987

 Local Branches

5 8 Bracebridge 1987

5 9 Brantford 1985-1988

5 10 Calgary 1986-1987

5 11 Edmonton 1985-1987

5 12 Guelph 1982-1987

5 13 Hamilton 1980-1988

5 14 Kitchener-Waterloo 1981-1987

5 15 London 1985-1988

5 16 Montreal 1986-1987

5 17 Niagara n.d.

5 18 Oshawa 1982-1989
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5 19 Ottawa 1985-1987

5 20 Regina 1985-1987

5 21 Sudbury 1987

5 22 St. Catherines 1983-1987

5 23 Thunder Bay 1985-1989

5 24 Toronto 1985-1991

5 25 Vancouver 1985-1988

5 26 Welland 1984-1987

5 27 Windsor 1985-1988

5 28 Winnipeg 1984-1987

5 29 Liquidation Reports 1991

IX. CHURCH MATTERS

6 1 Protest of Polish Episcopacy 1953

6 2 Millenium Program, Czestochowa 1966

6 3 Statistics of Religious Denominations 1971

6 4 Polish National Church n.d., 1975

6 5 Jerzy Kloczowski, Socio-Religious History of East Central Europe 1989

6 6 Reaction of Canadian Poles to the Election of Cardinal Woytyla as Pope n.d.

6 7 Polonia Welcoming Committee, Correspondence 1983-1984

6 8-
12

The Papal Secretariat, Toronto; Correspondence, directives, program 1984
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Vol. File Subject Date

6 13-
14

Welcoming Committee, Minutes 1984

6 15 Lists of Invited Guests to Meet with Pope 1984

6 16 Canadian Polish Congress, Correspondence relating to visit of Pope 1984

6 17 Welcoming Committee, draft manuscript 1984

6 18 Welcoming Committee, Manuscript; Triduum 1984

6
19-
21

Stanislaw A. Puchniak, Polish Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
Western Canada - manuscript

n.d.

X. CONSULATE GENERAL OF POLAND - MONTREAL-
OTTAWA

7 1 Correspondence, reports and related matters 1931-1941

7 2 Correspondence, reports and related matters 1937-1942

7 3-4 Immigration matters 1934-1935

XI. RESEARCH TOPICS AND MATERIALS

a. Biographical Notes

7 5 Community Leaders n.d.

7 6 Jelenski, Aleksander n.d.

7 7 Mazurkiewicz, Kazimierz Jan n.d.

7 8 Soltys, Edward n.d.

7 9 Zajaczkowski, Tadeusz n.d.
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b. Subjects relating to Research Projects, Ethnocultural
Organizations and Related Material

7 10 Assistance to Poland; Brief 1989

7 11 Berberska, Camilla, Diary n.d.

7 12 Bibliographic Documentation of Independent Publications in Poland 1976-1981

7 13 Black Ribbon Committee 1986

7 14 Burnet, Jean, Changing meanings of ethnic; paper n.d.

7 15 Bylina, Marek, Article (Draft) n.d.

7 16 Continental News Service; news releases 1948-1949

7 17 Copernicus Lodge; Notice 1984

7 18 Critique of the Article, Recent Scholarship on Polyethnic Emigration
from the Republic of Poland to Canada between the wars.

n.d.

7 19 Critique of the book, Herosi spod znaku tryzuba 1986

7 20 Cziczecin's protest against the barberic treatment of prisoners of war (in
German)

n.d.

7 21 Domaradzki, Notes on Lecture 1971

7 22 Ehrlich, Severyn Krzysztof, Poetry-Letter n.d.

7 23 Ethnic Press Club, Toronto 1960-1961

7 24 Evans, Klara (Grabowska) The Cromanrock Story(Play) n.d.

7 25 Free World Polonia Coordinating Council - Project 1983

7 26 Harney, Robert F., Political Discourse and Toronto's Slavic Ethnies
(Photocopy)

1988
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Vol. File Subject Date

7 27 Hunger Strike-Letter 1983

7 28 Izvestia and Pravda, Political commentary on articles published in 1918-
1927

n.d.

7 29 Kto Publishing Inc.; Biographical dictionary project 1993

7 30 Kula, Marcin, Review of book on Polish immigrants edited by B.
Heydenkorn

1992

7 31 Leadership Among Polish Canadians-Paper (Photocopy) n.d.

7 32 List of Polish University Professors in Canada 1990-1991

7 33 Lloyd George's Resignation from Office, Article (In German) 1922

7 34 Malczewski, Rafal, Mount Warsaw, Story 1964

7 35 Martin, Paul, Visit to Italy, Poland and the Soviet Union - Schedules,
Notes and Speech

1966

7 36 Norman Capital Management, Memorandum 1988

7 37 Pawlowska, Monika, Diary 1986

7 38 Polish Ethnic Group In Argentina, Report n.d.

7 39 Polish Ethnic Group In the United States, Report 1980

7 40 Polish Society, Life and Activity, Research Material n.d.

7 41 The Population of the Polish Republic - Notes n.d.

7 42 Questionnaire on Conditions of work and employment 1960

7 43 Report on Polish settlement in Canada n.d.

7 44 Rybicki, Roman W., Eastern archives - notes (photocopies) 1990

7 45 Skeris, Piotr, Immigrant adaptation, Survey of Poles in Canada (Post-
1980 immigrants)

n.d.

7 46 Skwarnicki, Marek, Report on Polish cultural activities (Speech) n.d.
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7 47 Zubrzycki, George, The search for roots and nationalism in multicultural
Australia - Essay

1991

7 48 Zwiazkowiec, circulation statistics n.d.

c. Other Material

7 49 Exhibit materials

7 50 Programmes and brochures - general

7 51 Programme - The Unveiling of the Katyn Memorial in Toronto 1980

7 52 Benedykt Heydenkorn, Research on Poles in Canada (Article in Polish) 1978

7 53 Migrant Echo  Vol. VI, No.3 (Periodical) 1977

XII. NEWSCLIPPINGS

8 1 Newsclippings n.d., 1934-1935

8 2 Newsclippings 1947-1988

8 3 Newsclippings - Kronika Tygodniowa; Memoires of Polish Immigrants 1956

8 4 Newsclippings n.d., 1956-1991

8 5 Newsclippings n.d., 1956-1991

8 6 Newsclippings n.d., 1959-1991

8 7 Newsclippings (Zwiazkowiec) n.d., 1960

8 8 Newsclippings n.d., 1960-1992

8 9 Newsclippings n.d., 1962-1986
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8 10 Newsclippings n.d., 1964-1975

8 11 Newsclippings (Zwiazkowiec) n.d., 1965

8 12 Newsclippings (Zwiazkowiec) n.d., 1971, 1980

8 13 Newsclippings n.d., 1974-1977

8 14 Newsclippings and notes n.d., 1974-1982

8 15 Newsclippings (Aleksandra Ziolkowska) n.d., 1974-1989

8 16 Newsclippings n.d., 1974-1991

8 17 Newsclippings (photocopies) n.d., 1977-1992

8 18 Newsclippings and other material n.d., 1978-1991

8 19 Newsclippings n.d., 1980-1981

8 20 Newsclippings n.d., 1981-1991

8 21 Newsclippings (Kashubs) n.d., 1983-1986


