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INTRODUCTION

The Canadian Association of Slavists (CAS) / L'Association Canadienne des Slavists (ACS) is a national
organization of university professors, teachers, graduate students, researchers, librarians and others
interested in Soviet and Eastern European studies.  Members are also interested in studies relating to
Canadian communities of Slavic origin.  The key role of this multi-discipline association is in the
development of Slavic studies in Canada.

The CAS was preceded by the Canadian Branch (est. 1946) of the Association of American Teachers of
Slavic and East European Languages.  In 1954, the Canadian Branch became an independent Canadian
Learned Society under the name of the Canadian Association of Slavists with a membership of 30.  (The
CAS is thus the Canadian counterpart of the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies).
Today there are approximately 500 members.

Professor Paul Yuzyk helped to found the organization in 1954 at the University of Manitoba.  Professor
J.B. Rudnyckyj who became president, and Professor Yuzyk, the first secretary-treasurer, believed that
their organization would play an important role in all aspects of Slavic studies which at that time were
beginning to emerge at Canadian universities.  (The Manuscript Division currently holds the private papers
of both Senator Paul Yuzyk, MG 32, C 67), and Prof. J.B. Rudnyckyj, MG 31, D 58).

Throughout its history, the CAS has provided and sponsored forums for the discussion of Slavic research
and teaching in the humanities and social sciences.  In 1965, the CAS cooperated with citizenship councils
and other groups in organizing the First National Conference on Canadian Slavs which was held in Banff,
Alberta.  Scholarly papers were presented on various aspects of the contributions of Slavs to Canada.
Three other successful conferences were held every two years until 1971, when CAS joined the Learned
Societies in Canada.  Learned Societies Conferences have been held annually at different Canadian
universities and the Canadian Association of Slavist's executive and annual general membership meetings
are held in conjunction with these conferences.

The association has published the results of research by members in its periodical, the Canadian Slavonic
Papers (est. 1956).  This interdisciplinary quarterly has published the findings of original research and has
reviewed an average of 100 books a year.  Also, since 1961, the CAS has published a newsletter three
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times a year.

The association has encouraged students in Slavic studies and has coordinated trips and student exchanges
abroad.  The CAS has assisted students in presenting papers at annual meetings and many of their papers
have been submitted for publication in Canadian Slavonic Papers.  During the early 1980s, the CAS
worked with University of Toronto's Centre of Russian and East European Studies (CREES) to promote
Canadian-Soviet exchanges.

The executive of the association has responded on many occasions to the under-funding of universities in
Slavic studies.  CAS has lobbied various levels of government over the years to prevent cut-backs that
sometimes result in lost teaching positions and the non-replacement of retired faculty members.  In 1985
it conducted a study to determine the effects of continued university underfunding on its professional
members.  They surveyed student enrolment, position losses and financial factors.

The CAS established an International Relations Committee to coordinate links with various international
bodies, including the International Committee for Soviet and Eastern European Studies (ICSEES), the
International Committee of Slavists (CIES), the Mezhdunarodnaia Assosiatsiia po Izuchebiiu i
Rasprostraneniiu Slavianskikh Kul'tur (MAIRSK) and the International Association of Teachers of Russian
Language and Literature (MAPRIAL).  The C.A.S. has also participated at special conferences such as
the VIII International Congress of Slavists held in Zagreb and Ljubljana, Yugoslavia, in 1978, and the Third
World Congress of Soviet and East European Studies held in Washington, U.S.A., in 1985.  (Following
the 1978 conference the CAS published Canadian Contributions to the VIII International Congress of
Slavists, Ottawa, 1978, 194 pp.)

Like other Canadian learned societies, the CAS belongs a larger association; namely, the Canadian
Federation for the Humanities (CFH).  (CFH was preceded by the Humanities Research Council of
Canada).  The Federation, which considers itself the only national voice for the humanities in Canada, has
promoted the many disciplines of humanities to non-humanities scholarly fields and to the public at large.
The CFH chiefly works to obtain funds for its constituents.  The funding it obtains is largely granted by the
federal government's Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC).  (SSHRC is mandated
to promote research and scholarship in human and social sciences by encouraging and supporting
independent research and improving communication among scholars).  Much of the budget for the
Canadian Association of Slavist's administration, its travel to conferences and publications has come from
this source.
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Apart from the fact that the association has worked hard to promote Slavic studies, and to defend existing
programs, it has contributed, in some measure to the development of federal government multiculturalism
policy in the early 1970s.  The early work of the CAS, its participation in the early scholarly conferences
(mentioned above) along with the activities of the Canadian Ethnic Press Federation (est. 1940), the
Canadian Folk Arts Council (est. 1964) and other groups, has generated a wide interest in multiculturalism.
An early response of the federal government was the sponsoring by the Secretary of State of the
International Symposium on Language and Cultures in Multicultural Society.  The Symposium was held at
the 1971 Learned Societies Conference.  A federal minister at the conference stated that the government
had accepted the idea of Canada as a multicultural nation and that it would engage in the development of
programs to encourage cultural pluralism.  In 1972, the federal government established the new portfolio,
Minister of State for Multiculturalism.

The current high level of Canadian academic research in Slavic studies has undoubtedly benefitted from the
support and influence of the Canadian Association of Slavists.  And it is fair to say that the recent
developments in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union will add greatly to interest and scholarly activity in
Slavic studies.
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1 12 Gary Hanson, Secretary-Treasurer: statements of receipts and
expenditures

1984-1987

1 13 Tom M.S. Priestly, President: correspondence 1984-1985

1 14 Stefania S. Miller, President: correspondence and minutes of meeting 1985-1986
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1 16 Nominating Committee: correspondence and memoranda 1977-1979

1 17 Nominating Committee: correspondence and memoranda 1980
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C. OFFICE ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCES

1. Administrative Housekeeping
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1 21 McMaster University faculty club expenses: chits and receipts 1974-1975

1 22 General financial records: correspondence, financial statements and
Revenue Canada forms

1974-1975

1 23 Budget records: correspondence and statements of accounts 1976-1978
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1 25 Banking records: statements 1979-1981
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2 4 CAS key to reference files ca.1982

2. Trust Funds

2 5 Trust fund accounts: correspondence, memoranda, requisition forms and
invoices

1974-1982

2 6 Trust fund accounts: computer print-out records 1974-1975

2 7 Trust fund accounts: memoranda and financial statements 1982

2 8 Report of Trust Fund: computer print-outs of expenditures and
commitments

1982

2 9 Revenue Fund Grants Ledger: computer print-out records of office
expenditures, salaries etc.

1982-1984

2 10 Revenue Fund Grants Ledger: computer print-out records of office
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1983-1985

2 11 Revenue Fund Grants Ledger: computer print-out records of office
expenditures, salaries etc.

1984-1986

D. GRANTING AGENCIES

1. The Canada Council
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2 12 The Canada Council: correspondence and notices of awards 1973-1974

2 13 The Canada Council: correspondence chiefly with N. Gates, Humanities
and Social Science Division

1974-1975

2 14 The Canada Council: correspondence and reports concerning the
Consultative Group on AREA Studies

1975

2 15 The Canada Council: correspondence chiefly of F. Mulligan, Associate
Director for University Affairs

1975-1977

2 16 The Canada Council: correspondence chiefly of D. Bartlett, Programme
of Grants for International Representational Travel

1975-1976

2 17 The Canada Council: correspondence chiefly of N. Gates, Research
Communications Section

1976-1977
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2. Humanities Research Council of Canada

2 18 Humanities Research Council of Canada (HRCC) and Social Science
Research Council of Canada (SSRCC): correspondence chiefly
concerning joint committee on scholarly publications

1974-1975

2 19 HRCC and SSRCC: memoranda chiefly concerning joint committee on
scholarly publications

1975

3 1 Humanities Research Council of Canada and Social Science Research
Council of Canada: memoranda chiefly concerning proposed joint
HRCC/SSRCC International Representation Programme

1974-1975

3 2 Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC):
correspondence chiefly of N. Gates, Director, Research Communications

1978-1982

3 3 Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC):
correspondence, grant applications and notices of awards

1982-1986

3 4 SSHRC Five Year Plan: ministerial correspondence chiefly with Gary
Hanson

1985-1986

3. Canadian Federation for the Humanities

3 5 Canadian Federation for the Humanities (CFH): memoranda and ledgers
re grants for administrative expenses

1982

3 6 Canadian Federation for the Humanities: correspondence, memoranda
and federation printed matter

1983-1984

3 7 Canadian Federation for the Humanities, Bulletin: 3 issues (CAS listed as
new member)

1982-1985

3 8 Canadian Federation for the Humanities: correspondence, memoranda
and federation printed material

1985
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3 9 Canadian Federation of Humanities: correspondence, memoranda and
federation printed material
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E. TRAVEL GRANTS COMMITTEE

3 10 Travel grants (Canada Council) for 1972 Annual Meeting, Montreal:
correspondence and applications

1972

3 11 Travel grants (Canada Council) for 1973 Annual Meeting, Kingston:
correspondence and applications

1973

3 12 Travel grants (HRCC) for 1976 Annual Meeting, Québec:  memoranda
and applications

1976

3 13 Travel grants (HRCC) for 1977 Annual Meeting, Fredericton:
correspondence and applications

1977 

3 14 Travel grants (HRCC) for 1978 Annual Meeting, London:
correspondence and statements, part one

1978

3 15 Travel grants (HRCC) for 1978 Annual Meeting, London:
correspondence, statements and listing of applicants, part two

1978

3 16 Travel grants (HRCC) for 1979 Annual Meeting, Saskatoon:
correspondence and applications

1979

3 17 Travel grants (HRCC) for 1979 Annual Meeting, Saskatoon:
correspondence statements and listing of applicants, part two

1979

3 18 Banking records for HRCC/CFH travel grants: cheque stubs 1978-1980

4 1 Travel Grants Committee: correspondence and CFH grant applications 1980-1983

4 2 Travel grants (CFH) for 1980 Annual Meeting, Montreal: applications
and statements, part one

1980

4 3 Travel grants (CFH) for 1980 Annual Meeting, Montreal: applications
and statements

1980

4 4 Travel grants (CFH) for 1981 Annual Meeting, Halifax: applications, part
one

1981
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4 5 Travel grants (CFH) for 1981 Annual Meeting, Halifax: applications,
statements and listing of applicants part two

1981

4 6 Travel grants (CFH) for 1982 Annual Meeting, Ottawa: correspondence
and applications

1981-1982

4 7 Travel grants (CFH) for 1983 Annual Meeting, Vancouver:
correspondence applications and listing of applicants

1982-1983

4 8 Travel grants (CFH) for 1984 Annual Meeting, Guelph:  memorandum,
applications and statements

1984

4 9 Travel grants (CFH) for 1985 Annual Meeting, Montreal:
correspondence, statements, and listing of applicants, part one

1985

4 10 Travel grants (CFH) for 1985 Annual Meeting, Montreal: statements, part
two

1985

4 11 Travel grants (CFH) for 1986 Annual Meeting, Winnipeg: applications,
statements originals and listing of applicants

1986

F. ANNUAL MEETINGS

4 12 1960 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of Learned Societies, Queen's
University: minutes of meeting

1960

4 13 1961 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of Learned Societies, University
of Montreal: reports, minutes of meeting, membership lists and
Constitution as amended by 1961 meeting

1961

4 14 1962 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of Learned Societies, McMaster
University: reports and minutes of meetings

1962

4 15 1971 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of Learned Societies, Memorial
University of Newfoundland: correspondence and conference material 

1981

4 16 1972 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of Learned Societies, McGill
University: correspondence and lists of participants, part one

1972
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4 17 1972 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of Learned Societies, McGill
University: correspondence, agendas and notes, part two

1972

4 18 John A. Woodsworth, "The Teaching of Slavonic Languages in Canada,"
conference paper, 18 pp.

1972

4 19 1973 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of Learned Societies and
Meeting of the Royal Society of Canada, Queen's University:
correspondence and agendas

1971-1973

4 20 1974 CAS Annual Meeting, Banff Alberta: minutes of meeting, 12 pp. 1974

4 21 1975 Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference and Meeting of the
Royal Society of Canada, University of Alberta: correspondence,
agendas, reports and minutes of meeting

1975

5 1 1976 CAS Annual Meeting, Conference of the Learned Societies,
Université Laval: correspondence, CAS Newsletter and minutes of
meeting

1976

5 2 1977 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
New Brunswick: correspondence, agenda, Secretary-Treasurer's Report
and minutes of meeting

1976-1977

5 3 1978 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
Western Ontario: correspondence and conference materials, part one

1977-1978

5 4 1978 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
Western Ontario: correspondence, memoranda and travel grants data, 
part two

1978

5 5 1979 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
Saskatchewan: correspondence, list of participants, lists of founders and
ex-presidents, minutes of meeting, special reports and copy of the
Constitution of the CAS as amended by the 1978 Annual Meeting 

1978-1979

5 6 1979 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
Saskatchewan: correspondence, travel grant applications and conference
material

1978-1979
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5 7 1979 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
Saskatchewan: Learned Societies Conference kit

1979

5 8 1980 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference and Meeting
of the Royal Society of Canada, Université du Québec à Montréal:
correspondence, agendas, minutes of meeting and report of secretary-
treasurer

1979-1980

5 9 1981 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, Dalhousie
University: correspondence, report of secretary-treasurer, minutes of
meeting and lists of participants, part one

1980-1981

5 10 1981 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, Dalhousie
University: correspondence, memoranda and agendas, part two

1981

5 11 1982 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
Ottawa: correspondence, memoranda, minutes of meetings

1981-1982

5 12 1983 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
British Columbia: correspondence, minutes of meetings, financial reports,
report of president and list of participants

1982-1983

6 1 1984 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, University of
Guelph: correspondence, agendas, minutes of meetings, reports of
president and secretary-treasurer and notes

1983-1984

6 2 1985 CAS Annual Meeting, Learned Societies Conference, Université de
Montréal: correspondence, agenda, minutes of meetings, list of
participants and proposed amendment to CAS constitution

1984-1985

G. EXECUTIVE MEETINGS

6 3 Executive meetings, various cities: correspondence, memoranda, notes
and reports

ca. 1976-1978
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6 4 Travel records re executive meetings: correspondence and travel claim
vouchers

1978-1980

6 5 Executive meetings, various cities: correspondence, memoranda and
notes

1979-1981

6 6 Executive Meeting: correspondence, Toronto: minutes of meeting and
Constitution as amended by meeting

1980

6 7 "Mini" Executive Meeting, Edmonton: correspondence and minutes of
meetings

1981

6 8 "Mini" Executive Meeting, Ottawa: correspondence and minutes of
meeting

1982

6 9 Executive Meeting, Toronto: correspondence, memoranda and minutes of
meeting

1982

6 10 "Mini" Executive Meeting, Vancouver: correspondence and minutes of
meeting

1983

6 11 "Mini" Executive Meeting, Toronto: correspondence, memoranda, reports
and minutes of meetings

1983

6 12 Executive Meeting, Toronto: correspondence, memoranda and minutes of
meeting

1984

6 13 "Mini" Executive Meeting, Washington, USA: correspondence and
minutes of meeting

1985

6 14 Executive Meeting, Montreal: minutes of meeting 1985

6 15 Executive Meeting, Toronto: memoranda, minutes of meeting and listing
of executives and members-at-large

1986

6 16 Executive Meeting, Winnipeg: memoranda and minutes of meeting 1986

H. MEMBERSHIP AND SUBSCRIPTION RECORDS
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6 17 Membership lists and statistics 1970-1980

6 18 Delinquent membership records 1977-1978

6 19 Membership and subscription promotion: correspondence and
advertisements

n.d., 1975-1978,
1983

6 20 Membership records: correspondence and mailing lists 1978-1979

6 21 Membership records: correspondence and mailing lists 1979

7 1 Membership and Canadian Slavonic Papers subscription records:
correspondence and mailing lists

1980

7 2 Canadian Association of Slavists, Directory of Members, 1987, 70 pp. 1987

I. CANADIAN SLAVONIC PAPERS

7 3 Canadian Slavonic Papers: correspondence 1969-1970

7 4 Canadian Slavonic Papers: auditor's report and report of managing editor 1970, 1973

7 5 Canadian Slavonic Papers: correspondence 1971-1973

7 6 Canadian Slavonic Papers: subscription lists and statistics 1972

7 7 Canadian Slavonic Papers: subscription lists and statistics 1973

7 8 Canadian Slavonic Papers: subscription lists and statistics 1974

7 9 Canadian Slavonic Papers: article submission 1978

J. CAS NEWSLETTER

7 10 Canadian Association of Slavists, Newsletter, 2 issues 1963
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7 11 Canadian Association of Slavists, Newsletter, 15 issues 1973-1979

7 12 Canadian Association of Slavists, Newsletter, 6 issues 1980-1982

7 13 Canadian Association of Slavists, Newsletter, 8 issues 1985-1989

7 14 CAS Newsletter: correspondence, mailing lists and subscription forms 1979-1981

7 15 CAS Newsletter subscriptions: correspondence and renewals 1982-1986

7 16 CAS Newsletter material for Fall '80 issue: correspondence, newsletters
and booklets

1979-1980

7 17 CAS Newsletter material for winter 1980-1981 issue: correspondence
and notes

n.d., 1980-1981

7 18 CAS Newsletter material for Spring '81 issue: correspondence and notes 1980-1981

7 19 CAS Newsletter material for Fall '81 issue: correspondence, minutes of
meeting, financial statements and notes

1987

7 20 CAS Newsletter material: miscellaneous announcements and flyers 1981-1982

7 21 Miscellaneous material for CAS publications n.d., 1975

K. OTHER SLAVISTS ORGANIZATIONS

8 1 Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada (AUCC):
correspondence and reports

1975-1981, 1986

8 2 Central and Eastern European Studies of Canada (CEESAC):
correspondence, conference program and constitution

1978-1984

8 3 Central and Eastern European Studies Society of Alberta (CEESSA):
memoranda and CEESSA News, 2 issues

1978-1979

8 4 Inter-university Council on Academic Exchanges with the USSR and
Eastern Europe: correspondence, constitution and reports of delegations

1970-1974
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8 5 University of Toronto Centre for Russian and East European Studies,
Workshop on Soviet Studies in Canada: proceedings, 9 pp.

1985

8 6 American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies:
correspondence and by-laws

1976

8 7 American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies: convention
program and membership list

1978-1981

8 8 American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, AAASS
Newsletter, 9 issues

1975

8 9 American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies, AAASS
Newsletter, 8 issues

1976-1987

8 10 Australian and New Zealand Slavists Association, Newsletter, 5 issues 1982-1988

8 11 British National Association for Soviet and Eastern European Studies,
Information Bulletin, 33 pp.

1975

8 12 British Universities Association of Slavists, "Research Work In Progress"
(annual), 2 issues, membership list and minutes of meetings

1981-1984

8 13 British Universities Association of Slavists, BUAS Newsletter, 6 issues 1982-1985

8 14 International Association for the Study and Distribution of Slavic Culture
(MAIRSK): correspondence, memoranda and notes

1982-1984

8 15 International Association of Teachers of Russian Language and
Literature (MAPRIAL): memoranda and resolutions

1982-1983

8 16 International Committee for Soviet and Eastern European Studies
(ICSEES): correspondence and presidents's report

1978-1986

8 17 International Committee for Soviet and Eastern European Studies
(ICSEES), International Newsletter, 4 issues

1976-1977

8 18 International Committee for Soviet and Eastern European Studies
(ICSEES), International Newsletter, 4 issues

1977-1979

8 19 International Committee for Soviet and Eastern European Studies,
International Newsletter, 4 issues

1980-1981
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8 20 Various foreign Slavic studies associations: correspondence, memoranda
and brochures

1982-1987


