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INTRODUCTION

THE ESTONIAN WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF MONTREAL

Founded in 1958, the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal sought to serve both the cultural and social needs
of the local Estonian community.  It presented films and lectures on Estonian life and culture, sponsored Montreal’s
Estonian Boy Scouts’ and Girl Guides’ movements, as well as lent its support to the Estonian Children’s Summer Camp
“Joekaaru” and to the Senior Citizen’s Home “Insula”.  Theatrical presentations were arranged by the Association, and
its small lending library made available Estonian language literature to the reading public.  Due to declining membership
caused by aging and the movement of Estonians from Montreal to other urban centres across Canada, the Association
ceased its activities in 1985.

The records were presented in 1985 by the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal, through the courtesy of L. Rava.

The records were arranged in chronological order by document type and/or subject matter.  Finding Aid No. 1779 is a
list of file tables.
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Vol. File File Title Date

STATUTES AND BY-LAWS

1 1 Statutes and By-Laws of the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal as well as related materials, May 1958

1958

1 2 Statutes and By-Laws of the Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs 1966

MINUTES AND MEMBERSHIP

1 3 Minutes of the Executive Meetings of the Estonian Women’s
Association of Montreal, 22 May 1958-10 April 1985

1958-1985

1 4 Minutes of the Principal General Meetings of the Estonian Women’s
Association of Montreal, 4 October 1958-1 May 1985

1958-1985

1 5 Minutes of the Regular Work Meetings of the Estonian Women’s
Association of Montreal, 21 November 1958-11 May 1960

1958-1960

1 6 Minutes of Lecture Meetings of the Estonian Women’s Association
of Montreal, 15 October 1964-17 March 1983

1964-1983

1 7 Minutes of the Family Social Evenings of the Estonian Women’s
Association of Montreal, 21 April 1966-21 April 1983

1966-1983
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1 8 Minutes of Meetings of the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal Disbanding Committee, 29 May 1985-3 December 1985

1985-1985

1 9 Minutes of Meetings of the Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs,
1969-1973, and material relating to the meeting, 17 January 1970

1969-1970

1 10 List of founding members of the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal, May 1958, as well as membership lists from 1958-1983

1958-1983

FINANCIAL RECORDS

1 11-12 Cash Books of the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal, 4
October 1958-18 April 1974; 11 September 1974-17 December 1975

1958-1975

1 13 Financial Statements of the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal

1958-1984

1 14 Financial Statements of the Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs 1967-1974

1 15 Cheques, statements, receipts, bank drafts, savings account book
and other material relating to the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal, 21 February 1978-17 December 1985

1978-1985

1 16 Financial transactions involving membership fees paid by the
Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal to the Federated
Estonian Women’s Clubs, U.S.A., 12 September 1969-4 April 1970

1969-1970

CORRESPONDENCE

1 17 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs, U.S.A., 12
July 1965-February 1985

1965-1985
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Vol. File File Title Date

1 18 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal Disbanding Committee and various organizations, 27 May
1985-3 December 1985

1985

1 19 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Estonian External Action Council, November
1964-31 July 1973

1964-1973

1 20 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Estonian Federation of Canada, January 1965-22
October 1978

1965-1978

1 21 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Estonian Central Council, 22 November 1967-
November 1984

1967-1984

1 22 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Estonian National Foundation of Canada, 14
February 1974-3 March 1974

1974

1 23 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Montreal Ethnic Folk Arts Council, 22 April 1968-
26 April 1968

1968

1 24 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Province of Quebec Commission of Inquiry on the
Position of the French Language and on Language Rights in
Quebec, 25 March 1971

1971

1 25 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Montreal Ethnic Folklore Federation, 6 January
1968

1968

1 26 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Federal Government, Department of the Secretary
of State, July 1972

1972

1 27 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Canadian Folk Arts Council, November 1971-9
March 1972

1971-1972
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1 28 Correspondence between the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal and the Esto ‘84 Organizing Committee, 18 April 1983-
June 1984

1983-1984

1 29-30 Correspondence of the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal
- general - Canadian destinations, 30 April 1958-November 1984

1958-1984

1 31 Correspondence of the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal
- general - U.S. destinations, 3 March 1965-17 May 1977

1965-1977

1 32 Correspondence of the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal
- general - Swedish destinations, 23 November 1959-31 March 1983

1959-1983

1 33 Correspondence of the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal
- general - German destinations, 9 March 1965-18 November 1985

1965-1985

ADDRESSES AND STATEMENTS

2 1 Speeches and/or statements by politicians which were of interest to
the Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal

1976

2 2 Address “Estonia’s Rich Heritage is owed to its Women”, by the
Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs at the Central Federation of
Women’s Clubs Convention, San Francisco, California, U.S.A.

1967

2 3 Address by Mrs. Helmi Ehasalu, “Today’s Finland”, delivered in
1958 under the auspices of the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal

1958

2 4 Address by Mrs. Helene Avarlaid, “Handicrafts in our Homes”,
delivered on 9 January 1959, under the auspices of the Estonian
Women’s Association of Montreal

1959

2 5 Address by Mrs. Erika Kurlents, “The Importance of Hormones in
our Organism”, delivered 19 March 1959 under the auspices of the
Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal

1959
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2 6 Address by Mrs. E. Tammiste, “Estonian Folklore”, delivered 11
May 1960 under the auspices of the Estonian Women’s Association
of Montreal

1960

2 7 Address by Estonia’s U.S. Consul Ernst Jaakson at the Estonian
National Congress in Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A., 7 July 1976,
“Protecting the Rights of Estonian People”

1976

2 8 Address by Aleksis Rannit, “Languages, Dialects and their Inspiring
Discord”, delivered 18 Sept. 1969 at the General Assembly of the
36th International Congress of P.E.N. Clubs

1969

2 9 Estonian World Council Memorandum to the Conference on
European Co-operation regarding the status of Estonia

[1972]

CONGRESSES, CONFERENCES AND CONVENTIONS IN
WHICH THE ESTONIAN WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF

MONTREAL PARTICIPATED

2 10 First Estonian National Congress in Canada, held in Toronto, 30
April-1 May 1960: agenda, 31 March 1960

1960

2 11 Conference of Estonian Organizations in Canada: agenda,
resolutions and other related material, 24 October 1970

1970

2 12 United Organizations of Women from Central and Eastern Europe
memorandum to International Conference on Human Rights,
Teheran, Iran, 22 April-13 May 1968.  Memorandum to Government
representatives and participating organizations

1968

2 13 78th Annual Conference of the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs in Cleveland, Ohio, 2-6 April 1969:  resolutions, reports,
statements and other related material, June 1969

1969

2 14 General Federation of Women’s Clubs 79th Convention, San
Antonio, Texas, 6 June 1970:  reports, circulars and other related
material, 6-11 June 1970

1970
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2 15 General Federation of Women’s Clubs 80th Convention, Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania:  report of Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs

1971

2 16 General Federation of Women’s Clubs 81st Convention, Denver,
Colorado, 1972:  report of Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs

1972

2 17 General Federation of Women’s Clubs 90th Convention, Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, 9 June 1981:  Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs
report on Esto’80

1981

BULLETINS

2 18 Federated Estonian Women’s Clubs:  Bulletin, 15 June 1967 1967

2 19 The Estonian War Veterans League in Canada:  Bulletin #5,
December 1969, “Estonia belongs with Europe, racially,
linguistically, culturally.  Estonia’s place is with United Europe”

1969

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS

2 20 Newspaper articles and clippings pertaining to the activities of the
Estonian Women’s Association of Montreal and/or to subjects of
interest to the Women’s Association, 2 January 1959-October 1984

1959-1984

PROJECTS

2 21 Estonian Canadian History Commission’s publication “Past is the
Father of Future”, 1965.  Booklet outlining project

1965
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2 22 Survey:  Completed questionnaires giving names, addresses and
other information on Estonians in Montreal up to the age of 20, 15
September 1960

1960

2 23 Survey:  Proving information on Estonian Supplementary Schools in
U.S.A., 1968-1977

[1977]

MISCELLANEOUS

2 24 Programs collected by the Estonian Women’s Association of
Montreal, relating to a variety of events in which its members
participated

1972-1974

2 25 Baltic Women’s Council:  flyers, outline of activities and other
material related to the Council

1967-1972

2 26-28 News Releases from the Ministry of Secretary of State of Canada
as well as other material of interest to the Estonian Women’s
Association of Montreal

1959-1979


