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INTRODUCTION

Biographical Sketch

Sidney Liswood was born and educated in New York.  He received his M.B.A. from the University of
Chicago, School of Business (Hospital Administration) in 1942 and his M.P.H. from Harvard University,
School of Public Health in 1952.

He was a captain in the United States Army, Medical Administrative Corps, 1942-1946, and served
overseas for two and a half years.  He was decorated with the Bronze Star.  After the War, he served as
administrator of Beth Israel Hospital in Boston.  

Sidney Liswood came to Canada in 1954 to serve as chief executive officer of Mount Sinai Hospital,
Toronto, one of two major primary care hospitals in Canada under Jewish community auspices.  He retired
from that position in 1976 but continues to serve as executive consultant to the Board of Directors.  He
served as president of Mount Sinai Hospital Foundation 1976-1986 and of Mount Sinai Institute during
the same period.

He was a professor of health administration at the University of Toronto, 1955-1981, at which time he was
appointed professor emeritus.  He was responsible for Mount Sinai Hospital becoming a teaching hospital
accredited to the University of Toronto Faculty of Medicine in 1962.  He played an active role in the
Ontario Hospital Association and served as chairman of its executive committee.  In 1975 he was the
recipient of the Civic Award of Merit from the City of Toronto.

Research Potential

The Liswood Papers depict the transition of a hospital and its programme from that of an unapproved
health care facility to a recognized hospital whose programmes of patient care, teaching, and research is
recognized by all the relevant government and accrediting bodies.  They provide insight into
interrelationships with the government, community and the various professions particularly medicine,
dentistry, nursing and allied health groups.  Examples are also provided of coordination and cooperation
among hospitals as well as the effect of universal health insurance on utilization of facilities and services.
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4 6 Sadowski, Ben: correspondence concerning new hospital 1952

4 7 Ontario, Ministry of Health: correspondence concerning Hospital
Construction Grants

1943-1953

4 8-9 Official opening of the New Mount Sinai Hospital of Toronto, 18
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1953

4 10 Economic and Organizational Analysis for New Mount Sinai
Hospital, Toronto, May
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5 15 Medical and hospital staff newsletters 1976-1977

5 16 Medical and hospital staff newsletters 1978-1979

5 17 Medical and hospital staff newsletters 1980-1985

5 18 Pharmacy 1977-1983
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Fund

1977

7 23 Endowments: Eric Exton Endowment 1977-1978

7 24 Endowments: J. George Gruber Endowment Fund 1974-1979

7 25 Endowments: Joseph Herman Endowment Fund 1979-1980

7 26 Endowments: Estate of Samuel Lebovitz 1979-1980
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"Institute of Medicine" for Canada

1981

9 6 Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Confidentiality of Health
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9 11 American Medical Association: Sidney Liswood's presentation
"Primer of Canadian Health Care", 17 April

1978



12 SIDNEY LISWOOD PAPERS MG 31, J 29

Vol. File Subject Date

9 12 Queen Elizabeth Hospital: minutes of meetings 1983

9 13 Queen Elizabeth Hospital: minutes of meetings 1984

9 14 Queen Elizabeth Hospital: minutes of meetings 1985

9 15 Women's College Hospital: research report n.d.
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Management in Canadian Hospitals"
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11 4 Ontario Hospital Association and the Ontario Medical Association,
"A Guide to Utilization of Hospitals"
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Care Institutions"

1973

11 7 Toronto Western Hospital: pamphlet series 1956

11
8 Hirsch, Joseph, "Social Factors, Functions and Responsibilities of the

General Hospital"
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