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INTRODUCTION

Biographical Sketch

Cecily Peters, neé Goodman, was born in Toronto in 1924. Her grandparents, Charles and Sarah
Goodman, had settled in the Toronto areain 1880. She graduated from the Toronto Normal School inthe
1940's and taught at Clinton Street Public School, Toronto, until shortly after her marriage.

She firgt became involved with the Hadassah-WIZO Organization of Canada in 1948 after she married
Bernard Mayer, an engineer who passed away in 1965. She joined the Deborah Chapter in 1948 and
served as president of her chapter three times during the fifties and sixties. She became an executive
member of Toronto Hadassah-WIZO in 1961 and served as president from 1965-1967. Shejoined the
Nationa Executive in 1967 and served in a variety of capacities including National Generd Secretary,
National Vice-President and National Convention Chairman, 1983. She served asNationa President for
two termsfrom 1983 to 1987 and travelled extensvely acrossthe nation. During the course of her career
she has focussed her attention on Y outh Aliyah, and increasng membership.

She established the first Aviv Conference for members age 45 and under.
Outside of her Hadassah-WIZO ectivities, she served as charman of the 1969 Women's Division

Campaign, United Jewish Apped of Toronto and Vice-President of the United Isragl Apped of Canada,
Women'sDivision. She served on the Governing Council of the University of Toronto from 1982 to 1985.

Rescarch Potential

The Cecily Peters Papersare one of aseries of personal manuscript collections of past national presidents
of the Hadassah-WI1ZO Organization of Canada, the leading nationa Jewish women's organization in
Canada, which are preserved by the National Archives of Canada. These papers span her two terms as
president from 1983 to 1987. The collection contains excellent materid on many of the charitable projects
and activities initiated by Canadian Hadassah-WI1ZO in Canada and Isragl. The papers illustrate her
leadership role within the Jewish community in Canada and abroad. There is a large amount of
correspondence describing the nature and operation of the organization.



CECILY PETERS PAPERS

MG 31, H 170

Val. File Subject Date

A. HADASSAH-WIZO ORGANIZATION OF CANADA

1. Conventions, Conferences and Seminars

1 1 Hadassah-WI1Z0O Organization of Canada, 30th Biennial Convention: 1983

evduaions

1 2-5  Hadassah-WIZO Organization of Canada, 31st Biennial Convention, 1985
17-20 November, Winnipeg: correspondence

1 6 Hadassah-WI1Z0 Organization of Canada, 31st Biennia Convention, 1985
17-20 November, Winnipeg: convention manual, agenda and reports

1 7 Hadassah-WI1Z0 Organization of Canada, 31st Biennia Convention, 1985

17-20 November, Winnipeg: Cecily Peters speeches

1 8 Hadassah-WI1Z0 Organization of Canada, 31st Biennia Convention, 1985
17-20 November, Winnipeg: post convention file

1 9 Hadassah-WI1Z0 Organization of Canada, 31st Biennia Convention, 1985
17-20 November, Winnipeg: newspaper clippings

1 10-  Canadian Hadassah-WIZO, 32nd Biennial Convention, 12-15 1987
14 November, Montreal: correspondence

1 15 Canadian Hadassah-WI1Z0, 32nd Biennial Convention, 12-15 1987
November, Montred: reports, biographies

1 16 Canadian Hadassah-WIZ0, 32nd Biennial Convention, 12-15 1987
November, Montreal: Cecily Peters thank you letters

1 17 Canadian Hadassah-WI1Z0, 32nd Biennia Convention, 12-15 1987
November, Montreal: Cecily Peters speeches
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1 18 Central Ontario Regional Conference, 9 May, Hamilton: 1985
correspondence

1 19 Great Lakes and Huron Regional Conference, 26-27 April, Kitchener: 1987
delegate's kit and correspondence

1 20 St. Lawrence Regiona Conference, 29 March, Montred: delegate'skit 1987
and correspondence

1 21 Western Ontario Regional Conference, 28-29 August, Windsor: 1984
correspondence

2 1 15th National Public Affairs Seminar, 10-13 June, Taisman Inn, 1984
Ottawa: correspondence, delegate's kit

2 2 16th Nationd Public Affairs Seminar, 4-8 May, Skyline Hotdl, Ottawa: 1985
correspondence

2 3 17th National Public Affairs Seminar, 23-25 November, Skyline Hotdl, 1986
Ottawa: correspondence and delegate's kit

2 4 6th Annual Southern Conference, 27 February, Hollywood, Florida: 1984
correspondence, program

2 5 7th Annual Southern Conference, 25 February, Hollywood, Florida: 1985
correspondence, program

2 6 8th Annual Southern Conference, 24 February, Hollywood, Florida: 1986
correspondence

2 7 9th Annual Southern Conference, February, Hollywood, Florida: 1987
correspondence

2 8 First Annua California Conference, 25 February, Palm Springs: 1987
correspondence

2 9 1st National Hadassah-WI1ZO Aviv Conference, 30 January-1 1985-1987
February, 1987, Toronto: planning file

2 10 1st National Hadassah-WIZO Aviv Conference, 30 January-1 1987
February, Toronto: post conference correspondence and evaluations

2 11 8th International WI1ZO-Aviv Seminar: correspondence 1985

2 12 8th International WIZO-Aviv Seminar: reports of the participants 1985
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Val. File Subject Date
2 13- Speeches given by Cecily Peters 1984
14

2 15 Speeches given by Cecily Peters 1985-1986

2 16 Speeches given by Cecily Peters 1986-1987
2. Meetings

2 17 Consultation meeting, Montreal Officers, 20 December: agenda and 1983
notes

2 18 National Executive Meeting, 2-4 April, Montreal: correspondence 1984

2 19 National Executive Meeting, 9-12 September, Toronto: correspondence 1984

2 20 National Executive Meeting, 21-24 April, Montreal: correspondence 1985

2 21 National Executive Meeting, 17 November, Winnipeg: correspondence 1985

3 1 National Executive Meeting, 13-15 April, Ottawa: correspondence 1986
3 2 National Executive Mesting, 18-21 September, Edmonton: 1986
correspondence
3 3 National Executive Meeting, 5-7 April, Ottawa: correspondence 1987
3 4 National Executive: correspondence 1934
3 5 National Executive: correspondence 1986
3 6 National Committee Meetings, August, Toronto: correspondence 1985
3 7 National Committee Meetings, August: correspondence, reports 1987
3 8 National Committee Meetings. correspondence, agendas, minutes 1983-1986
3 9 Nationa Officers Meeting, 11 November, Montreal: correspondence, 1987

agenda
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3. Correspondence with Local Councils
3 10 Belleville Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1986
3 11 Brantford Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1987
3 12 Alberta, Cagary and Lethbridge Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
3 13 Cornwall Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1985
3 14 Edmonton Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1983-1987
3 15 Fredericton, N.B. Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1983-1987
16 Guelph Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1985-1986
3
3 17 Halifax Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1987
3 18 Hamilton Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1983-1987
3 19 Sydney and Yarmouth, N.S. Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
3 20 Kingston Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1987
3 21 Kitchener Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
3 22 London Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1985
3 23 London Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1986-1987
3 24 Montreal Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 1 Moncton, N.B. Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 2 North Bay Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 3 Niagara Falls Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1986
4 4 Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, Lillian Freiman Chapter: correspondence 1984-1987
4 5 North Battleford Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 6 Oshawa Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1985
4 7 Ottawa Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
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4 8 Peterborough Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1983-1987
4 9 Quebec City Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1986

4 10 Regina Hadassah-WI1ZO Council: correspondence 1983-1987
4 11 Saskatoon Hadassah-WI1ZO Council: correspondence 1983-1985
4 12 St. John's, Newfoundland Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 13 Saint John, N.B. Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 14 Sault Ste. Marie Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 15 Sarnia Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1986
4 16 St. Catherines, Henrietta Szold Chapter: correspondence 1984-1987
4 17 Sudbury Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 18 Toronto Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1985
4 19 Toronto Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1986-1987
4 20 Vancouver Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1986-1987
4 21  Vancouver Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1985
4 22 Victoriaand Sidney, B.C. Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 23 Windsor Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1984-1987
4 24 Winnipeg Hadassah-WIZO: correspondence 1983-1985
4 25 Winnipeg Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence 1986-1987

4. Projectsand Activitiesin | srael

4 26 Alexander Muss High Schoal in Isragl 1985
4 27 Asaf Harofe Medical Centre 1983-1984
4 28  Asaf Harofe Medical Centre 1985-1987
4 29 Canadian Committee in Isragl: correspondence 1984
4 30 Hofim Youth Village, Acco 1984
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4 31 Hofim Youth Village, Acco 1985

4 32 Hofim Y outh Village, Acco 1986

4 3 Canadian High School in Isragl 1985-1986

4 A Hadassah-WIZO Projects: resource files 1984

5 1 Hadassm Children and Y outh Village 1984-1987

5 2 Hadassah-WIZO Canada Research Institute, Jerusalem 1984

5 3 Hadassah-WIZO Canada Research Institute, Jerusalem 1985

5 4 Hadassah-WIZO Canada Research Institute, Jerusalem 1986

5 5 Hadassah-WIZO Canada Research Institute, Jerusalem 1987

5 6 Research Institute, Beit Hakerem, Jerusalem: correspondence with 1987
Reuven Feurestein, Director

5 7 Independence Hall, Tel Aviv 1985

5 8 Israel Office: correspondence with the director, Devorah Feingold 1983-1985

5 9 Israel Office: correspondence with the director, Devorah Feingold 1986-1987

5 10 June 1986 trip to Israel: newspaper clippings 1986

5 11 Magdeil Vocationd Boarding School 1983-1987

5 12 Nahahal-The Canadian Hadassah-WI1Z0 Hannah Maisal Shohat Youth  1983-1987
Village: correspondence

5 13 Natanya Day Centre: correspondence 1984-1987

5 14 Neri Bloomfield Community College, Haifa: correspondence 1984-1987

5 15 WIZO Federation: correspondence with national presidents around the ~ 1984-1987
world

5 16  World WIZO Mission to the President of the State of Israel, 30 1984
October-9 November

5 17 World WI1ZO Executive Plenary Session, 16-19 January, Te Aviv 1984

5 18 World WIZO Executive Plenary Session, 14-16 January, Tel Aviv 1985
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19

21

24
25

10
11

13

14

15
16
17
18

Subject

World WIZO Executive
World WIZO Executive

World WIZO Executive

World WIZO Executive

World WIZO Conference, 20-27 January, Tel Aviv

World WI1ZO Conference, 20-27 January, Td Aviv: programme,
agenda

World WIZO Executive Plenary Session, 12-15 January, Tel Aviv
World WI1ZO Executive
World WI1ZO Executive

World WIZO Executive Meeting, 18 June: report by Mrs. Shulamit
Y aish, Public Relations on her mission to Greece

World WIZO Executive
World WIZO: informational materid

World Zionigt Organization: Dr. Arthur Hertzberg's lecture in memory
of Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Beth Hatefutsuth, Tel Aviv, July

World Zionist Organization and Jewish Agency for Isragl: (Status) Law
5713-1952 (Unofficid Consolidated Version)

World Zionist Organization: Agreement for the Reconstitution of the
Jewish Agency for Israel as amended from time to time by the Jewish
Agency Assembly, June

World Zionist Organization, Zionist General Council Session
Annual Assembly of the Jewish Agency for Isragl, Jerusalem
World Zionist Organization, Zionist General Council Session

Annua Assembly of the Jewish Agency for Isradl, 21-25 June,
Jerusalem

Date

1983-1984
1984

1985

1986

1986
1986

1987
1986
1987

1987

1987

1985

1985

1985

1986

1986

1987
1987
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6 19 World Zionist Organization: Copy of the Report of the Public 1985
Committee for the Examination of the Emissary System of the W.Z.O.
(Landau Commission Report), December
6 20 World Zionist Organization: "Where Do All Our Dollars Go? Isthe 1986
Jawish Agency Meeting the Changing Needs of Israel and the Jewish
World?' reprinted from Baltimore Jewish Times and The Jewish News
in Detroit, May-June
6 21 World Zionist Organization: correspondence 1984-1987
6 22 50th Jubillee Y outh Aliyah World Conference, 27 November-3 1983
December, Jerusalem: delegate's kit
7 1 Youth Aliyah Statistical Abstract 1933-1983 1983
7 2 Youth Aliyah 1984-1985
7 3 Youth Aliyah 1986-1987
5. Projectsand Activitiesin Canada
7 4 Anti-Semitism and Anti-Zionism: source materias 1982-1984
7 5 Association of Americans and Canadiansin Isragl: correspondence 1984-1987
7 6 Canadian Friends of Bar-1lan University: correspondence 1985
7 7 Bazaars. correspondence, lists, statistics 1986
7 8 Ben Gurion Centennial, Canadian Council: correspondence, brochures, 1986
clippings
7 9 Beguests to Hadassah-WI1Z0O Organization of Canada 1984-1987
7 10 Biographies of Cecily Peters n.d.
7 11 B'nai B'rith Canada: correspondence 1984-1986
7 12 Canada-lsrael Committee: correspondence 1983-1984
7 13 Canada-lsrael Committee: correspondence 1985
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7 14 Canada-lsrael Committee: correspondence 1986
7 15 Canada-lsraedl Committee: correspondence 1987
7 16 Canadian Committee for Soviet Jewry: correspondence, meetings and 1984-1987
memoranda
7 17 Canadian Affairs Department: materials 1984-1987
7 18 Canadian Affairs Manual, August 1986
7 19 Canadian Y oung Judea: correspondence 1983-1987
7 20 Condolences and acknowledgements of same and illness 1984-1986
7 21 Condolences and acknowledgements of same and illness 1986-1987
7 22 Hadassah American Affairs: newsletter 1982-1984
7 23 Hadassah-The Women's Zionist Organization of America: 1983-1984
correspondence
7 24 Congratulations from Mrs. Peters to political and other leaders and 1983-1987
replies
7 25 Congratulations from Mrs. Peters to C.H.W. members and replies 1983-1985
8 1 Congratulations from Mrs. Peters to C.H.W. members and replies 1986-1987
8 2 Chai Trustee Donors 1984-1987
8 3 Conference telephone calls 1983-1987
8 4 Canadian Jewish Congress: President's newsdl etters 1986-1987
8 5 Canadian Jewish Congress: issues of Intercom 1986
8 6 Canadian Jewish Congress. correspondence, reports 1984-1987
8 7 Canadian Zionist Federation: correspondence 1983-1986
8 8 Canadian Zionist Federation: correspondence 1987
8 9 Canadian Zionist Federation, Constitution Committee: correspondence, 1984
draft congtitutions
8 10 Canadian Zionist Federation, Sixth National Convention, 1-2 April, 1984

Montrea
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8 11 Canadian Zionist Federation: correspondence 1985-1987
8 12 Direct mail campaign: letters and ads 1987

8 13 Education 1983-1986
8 14 Federal Government: correspondence with M.P.s, the Prime Minister 1984-1987

and Cabinet Ministers

8 15 Financia requests other than C.H.W. 1983

8 16 Fundraising 1984

8 17 Fundraising: Joan Flanagan and Associates 1984

8 18 Fundraising 1986-1987
8 19 Fundraising: Kid's Records cassette tape, "A Child'sLook At. .. What 1987

It Means to Be Jewish"

8 20 Greeting received 1984-1987
8 21  Hadassah-WIZO Month, September 1984

8 22 Hadassah-WI1Z0O Month, September 1985

8 23 Hadassah-WIZO Month 1985

8 24 Hadassah-WI1ZO Month 1986

8 25  Hadassah-WIZO Month 1987

9 1 Hebrew University of Jerusalem 1983-1987
9 2 Highlights a newdetter from the President 1983-1986
9 3 Highlights a newdetter from the President 1986-1987
9 4 Invitations received by Mrs. Peters 1984-1987
9 5 Israeli Ambassadors and Consuls 1983-1987
9 6 Jewish Nationa Fund of Canada 1984-1986
9 7 Leadership materials n.d.

9 8 Life Associates of Hadassah-WI1ZO Organization of Canada 1984-1985
9 9 Membership Department: correspondence 1984-1985
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10

10
10
10

10
10

File

10
11

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

23
24

Subject

Membership kit

Membership Department: plans to increase the membership,
correspondence and membership statistics

Membership campaign: Blueprint 1001 Contest

Membership campaign: Blueprint 1001 Contest

Miscellaneous correspondence

Miscellaneous correspondence

National Builders: correspondence with contributors to the campaign
The National Council of Women of Canada

Newspaper articles about Canadian Hadassah-WIZO activities
Orah Magazine

Orah Magazine

Portfolio Chairwomen: correspondence

Provincia Government of Ontario: correspondence

Presidents of city councils. correspondence

Pro-Am Golf Tournaments: correspondence

Pro-Am Golf Tournament: souvenir program book of the 12th Annual
Hofim Absorption Centre Y outh Village Invitational Pro-Am Golf
Tournament, sponsored by Montreal Hadassah WIZO, 9 September

Project Enrichment: correspondence with donors

Project Enrichment: correspondence with donors

Public Affairs: resource material, pamphlets on the Middle East conflict

Public Affairs; resource material on the U.N. and Isragl

Public Affairs: resource material on the Middle East conflict

Date

1984
1986

1986

1986-1987
1984-1985
1986-1987
1984-1987
1984-1987

1984-1985
1986-1987
1984

1984-1987

1984-1987
1984-1987

1983-1985
1986-1987

n.d., 1982-
1984

1985-1986
1983-1986
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100 7 Public Affairs: resource materia, Canadian perspectives on the Middle  1984-1985
East conflict

10 8 Public Affairs: resource material, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs 1984-1986
briefings

10 9 Public Affairs; resource material, Paestine National Covenant

10 10 Public Affairs Department: correspondence 1983-1987

100 11 Public Affairs Department: issues of Hasbara 1984-1987

10 12 Publicity for Canadian Hadassah-WI1ZO: correspondence and clippings 1982, 1984-

1987
10 13 Regiona Chairwomen: correspondence 1984-1987
10 14 Reports of Canadian Hadassah-WIZO 1980, 1984-
1986

10 15 Task Force on Structure: minutes of meetings 1978-1985

10 16 Thank yous from and to Mrs. Peters 1984-1986

10 17 United Nations End of the Decade Women's Conference, 8,26 July, 1984-1985
Nairobi

10 18 United Nations End of the Decade Women's Conference, 8-26 July, 1985
Nairobi: Canadian Jewish Women's Steering Committee for the
Conference, 4 February

10 19 United Nations End of the Decade Women's Conference, 8-26 July, 1985
Nairobi: Hadassah-WIZO Organization of Canada, Canadian Affairs
Committee prepatory folder

10 20 United Nations End of the Decade Women's Conference, 8-26 July, 1985
Nairobi

10 2 Nairobi Forward-Looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women: 1986
Issues and the Canadian Situation, January

10 22 Minister Responsible for the Status of Women: correspondence, 1986-1987
brochures

10 23 Tourism to Isradl: correspondence 1985-1986

10 24 Heritage Tour to Israel and Spain, 8-21 November: correspondence, 1984

pamphlets
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10 25

Subject

World Jewish Congress: correspondence, newd etters, clippings

Date

1985-1987
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Index

Alexander Muss High School 5
Anti-Semitism 8
Asaf Harofe Medical Centre 5
Association of Americans and Canadiansin Israel 8
B'nai B'rith Canada 9
Bdleville 4
Ben Gurion Centennia 8
Biennia Conventions 1
Brantford 4
Cagary 4
Cdlifornia Conference 2
Canada

Federa Government 10

Minister Responsiblefor the Status of Women 13
Canada-lsrael 9
Canada-Israel Committee 9
Canadian Affairs Department 9
Canadian Committee for Soviet Jewry 9
Canadian Committee in Israel 6
Canadian Friends of Bar-1lan University 8
Canadian High School in Israel 6
Canadian Jewish Congress 9
Canadian Y oung Judea 9
Canadian Zionist Federation 10
Central Ontario Regional Conference 2
Cornwadll 4
Edmonton 4
Feingold, Devorah 6
Feurestein, Reuven 6
Fredericton 4
Great Lakes and Huron Regional Conference 2
Guelph 4
Hadassah American Affairs 9
Hadassah-The Women's Zionist Organization of

America9
Hadassah-W1ZO Canada Research Ingtitute,
Jerusalem 6

Hadassm Children and Y outh Village 6
Halifax 4

Date
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Hamilton 4
Hasbara 12
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 10
Henrietta Szold Chapter 5
Highlights 10
Hofim Youth Village, Acco 6
Independence Hall, Tl Aviv 6
Intercom 9
International WIZO-Aviv Seminar 2
Isradl 5-9, 12, 13
Ambassadors and Consuls 11
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 12
Israel Office 6
Jewish Agency for Israel 7, 8
Jewish Nationa Fund of Canada 11
Joan Flanagan and Associates 10
Kingston 4
Kitchener 4
Lethbridge 4
Life Associates of Hadassah-WI1ZO Organization of
Canada 11
Lillian Freiman Chapter 4
London 4
Magdeil Vocationa Boarding School 6
Membership Department 11
Middle East conflict 12
Moncton 4
Montrea 4
Montreal Officers 3
Moose Jaw 4
Nahaha-The Canadian Hadassah-WIZO Hannah
Maisdal Shohat Y outh
Village 6
Natanya Day Centre 6
Nationa Council of Women of Canada 11
National Executive 3
National Hadassah-WIZO Aviv Conference 2
National Officers 4
Neri Bloomfield Community College, Haifa 6
Niagara Fals 4
North Battleford 5
North Bay 4
Ontario

Date
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Provincia Government of 11
Orah Magazine 11
Oshawa 5
Ottawa 5
Palestine National Covenant 12
Peterborough 5
Pro-Am Golf Tournament 11
Pro-Am Golf Tournaments 11
Public Affairs 2, 12
Quebec City 5
Regina 5
Research Ingtitute, Beit Hakerem, Jerusadlem: 6
Saint John 5
Sarnia5
Saskatoon 5
Sault Ste. Marie 5
Sidney 5
Southern Conference 2
Soviet Jewry 9
St. Catherines 5
St. John's 5
St. Lawrence Regiona Conference 2
Sudbury 5
Sydney 4
Task Force on Structure 12
Toronto 5
United Nations End of the Decade Women's
Conference 12
Vancouver 5
Victoriab
Western Ontario Regional Conference 2
Windsor 5
Winnipeg 5
WIZO Federation 6
World Jewish Congress 13
World WIZO 7
World Zionist Organization 7, 8
Y armouth 4
Y outh Aliyah World Conference 8

Date



