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Introduction

The records of the Canadian Council of Churches (established 1944) include those of its
Department of Social Relations (DSR), which was created in 1961 following the merger of the
Canadian Council of Churches with the Christian Social Council of Canada (CSCC).  The new
DSR retained the records of its predecessor, the former CSCC, which in turn included the earlier
records of that organization under its previous names of the Social Service Council of Canada
(SSCC) and the still earlier Moral and Social Reform Council of Canada.

The records of these predecessors of the Canadian Council of Churches’ Department of Social
Relations included the office file copies of Social Welfare, the official organ of the SSCC and
CSCC from 1 October 1918 to the Summer of 1939.  The office copies of Social Welfare have
been microfilmed on reels H-2945 to H-2948.  This finding aid includes the table of contents for
each issue of Social Welfare and shows the reel number on which the issue is found.  The
originals are held in MG 28, I 327, volumes 216 to 218 but have been withdrawn from
circulation due to their fragility.  Researchers must use the microfilm.  

The Social Service Council of Canada

The Social Service Council of Canada was founded in December 1907 as the Moral and Social
Reform Council of Canada.  It was largely the creation of the main Protestant churches, and was
instituted at a time when a new social consciousness was permeating Christian thought in
Canada.  Its original name was gradually sloughed and in March 1914 the first Social Service
Congress in Canada was held in Ottawa.  During World War I, membership expanded to include
a variety of social service organizations that were only indirectly motivated by Christian
principles.  In 1918, accordingly, the Council's name was formally changed to the Social Service
Council of Canada and the organization was incorporated by letters patent issued by the
Secretary of State for Canada on 25 March 1919.  Its first General Secretary was the Reverend
Dr. John G. Shearer (1859-1925).

When the first issue of Social Welfare, the SSCC's official organ, was published in October
1918, the Social Service Council of Canada was a federal Council of the following Churches and
other organizations interested in the promotion of social welfare:

The Church of England in Canada
The Methodist Church in Canada
The Presbyterian Church in Canada
The Baptist Church in Canada
The Congregational Church in Canada
The Salvation Army
The Evangelical Association of North America (The Evangelical Church from  

December 1923)
The Canadian Purity-Education Association (until January 1921)

The Dominion Woman's Christian Temperance Union (the Canadian Woman's
Christian Temperance Union from November 1920)



The Christian Men's Federation of Canada (The Canadian Brotherhood
Federation from November 1920)

The National Council of the YMCA
The Dominion Council of the YWCA
The Dominion Grange and Farmers' Association (until May 1921)
The Canadian Council of Agriculture (until January 1925)
The Canadian Council of Provincial S.S. Associations (until January 1920)
The International Association of Rotary Clubs (until June 1920)
The Dominion Council, Royal Templars of Temperance
The Social Service Councils of: British Columbia

Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
New Brunswick
Nova Scotia
Prince Edward Island
Newfoundland and Bermuda.

Examples of organizations interested in various aspects of public welfare that later came into the
SSCC were:

  in 1919: Canadian Conference on Public Welfare
National Council of Women of Canada (until September 1923)

  in 1920: Federation of Women's Institutes
Victorian Order of Nurses for Canada

  in 1921: The Canadian Prisoners Welfare Association
The Canadian National Association of Trained Nurses (The Canadian Nurses

 Association from February 1925)

Gradually, however, as specialized bodies such as the Canadian Council on Child (later Family)
Welfare, and the Canadian Penal Congress, etc., were formed, many of these non-
denominational member bodies dropped out of the SSCC and the role of that Council changed. 
Its remaining members began to feel that the time had come to restore the Council's specifically
Christian emphasis.  In the winter of 1938, therefore, the Council was generally reorganized as a
council of Christian Churches and other Christian organizations for Christian Social Action,
designed to "expound and champion Christian principles as the true solvent of social problems." 
Its name was changed to the Christian Social Council of Canada by letters patent issued by the
Secretary of State for Canada in December 1938.

Thereafter, membership in the Council was limited to "any Christian church or other society or
organization engaged in the furtherance of Christian ideals and which is or is intended to be
Dominion-wide in its activity."  The unit members at that time were:



The Baptist Churches in Canada
The Church of England in Canada
The Evangelical Church
The Salvation Army
The Society of Friends
The United Church of Canada
The National Council of the YMCA
The National Council of the YWCA

Generally speaking, the Christian Social Council of Canada was the servant and clearing house
of the major Protestant communions in the field of Christian social action.  There were, however,
a good many other fields of endeavour in which the Protestant churches had been working to
establish inter-church consultation and co-operation and eventually, as the ecumenical
movement continued to gain strength, the need was increasingly felt for an umbrella organization
to co-ordinate all of these several co-operative programmes among the churches.  In 1944,
therefore, they established the Canadian Council of Churches as an ecumenical fellowship
designed both for this purpose and as the means of joint participation in the international
ecumenical movement that led to the founding of the World Council of Churches in 1948.

Most of the previously organized ecumenical bodies were, either immediately or gradually,
integrated into the new CCC.  The CSCC merged with the CCC in 1961, and became the
Department of Social Relations within that larger body.  In consequence, the records of the CCC
at the National Archives of Canada (call number MG 28, I 327) include the records not only of
the DSR itself, but also the surviving records of that department's earlier phases as the Moral and
Social Reform Council of Canada; the Social Service Council of Canada; and the Christian
Social Council of Canada.

Social Welfare

Social Welfare was the official organ of the Social Service Council of Canada (which changed
its name in 1938 to the Christian Social Council of Canada) and was published, from 1 October
1918 to the Summer of 1939, out of the Toronto office of that organization:

October 1918-April 1922 at 504-505 Confederation Life Building
  May 1922-October 1925 at Security Building, 2 Toronto Street
  November 1925-September 1930 at 309 Metropolitan Building, 44 Victoria Street
  October 1930-Summer 1939 at 102 Balmuto Building, 37 Bloor Street West

The periodical was devoted to the interests of all forms of social betterment in Canada and, from
October 1926 to April/May 1932, also served as the official organ of the Canadian Association
of Social Workers.

Social Welfare, whose publication coincided almost exactly with the period between the First
and Second World Wars, was at first published monthly (except in 1925/1926, when it published
only 10 issues), but apparently it always had difficulty in getting the August issue out on time
(see 1921 and 1925) and in 1931 announced its intention of omitting that month from its
publication schedule.  After the April-May issue in 1932, it became a quarterly publication from



September 1932.  In 1937/1938 publication was somewhat erratic, and it ceased entirely after the
Summer Issue of 1939.

The pattern of Social Welfare  was set by its first editor, the Reverend Dr. John G. Shearer
(1859-1925), General Secretary of the Social Service Council of Canada, and his first assistant,
Charlotte E. Whitton (1896-1975), the well-known social worker, writer and politician.  Editing
responsibility throughout the periodical's history was as follows:

Editor Assistant Editor Associate Editor

Rev. Dr. John G. Shearer Charlotte E. Whitton  Charlotte E. Whitton
(Oct. 1918-March 1925)    (Oct. 1918-Aug. 1921)  (Sept. 1921-Jan. 1923)

   Elizabeth MacCallum
   (July 1922-June 1924)

    Marjorie Bradford Rev. J. Phillips Jones
    (July 1924-July 1928) (July 1924-Jan. 1926)

Rev. J. Phillips Jones Muriel B. McCall
(Feb. 1926-March 1930) (Aug. 1928-Dec. 1928)

  Mary Irick Jennison
   (Jan. 1929-Jan 1930)

C. Jean Walker
(Apr. 1930-March 1932)

Rev. Dr. J. Phillips Jones
(June 1932-Sept. 1934)

Rev. Claris Edwin Silcox
(Dec. 1934-Summer 1939).
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