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Originals, 1825-1958. 58 cm. Photocopies, 1847-1860.
2 cm. Finding Aid No. 623

Papers collected by Ogle R. Gowan (1796-1876), first Grand Master and Sovereign of the Grand Orange
Lodge in Canada, who organized the Grand Lodge in 1830 at the town of Brockville; his son-in-law,
Thomas R. Ferguson (1818-1879), Member of the House of Commons for Cardwell, Ontario, 1867-
1872, and by Ferguson’s children and grand-children. Most of the material concerns the history of the
Orange Order in Canada especially in Ontario and the prairie provinces, and the political careers of Ogle
Robert Gowan and Thomas Robert Ferguson.

Acquired in 1970 from Mr. S.C. Ferguson of London, Ont.

Finding Aid No. 623 consists of a author, date, and subject list for correspondence, a list of pamphlets and
printed matter; a descriptive file list of other items.

One photograph of Ogle R. Gowan and two photographs of an Orange meeting in Calgary were transferred to
the National Photography Collection. Broadsides and circulars are in the vertical filing cabinet, and described
in volume 8 to 23

Correspondence, 1826-1930. Originals, 3 cm; photocopies, 2 cm  (volume 1).

Correspondence of Ogle R. Gowan, T.R. Ferguson and other members of the Gowan-Ferguson family,
relating to Orangeism, Militia, politics, and patronage. Of particular interest are a collection of letters
written by John A. Macdonald to Ogle R. Gowan and T.R. Ferguson between 1847-1860, and extracts of
letters, 1845-1847, from O.R. Gowan to William Morris, Provincial Secretary.

Speeches, 1825-1934. 5 cm (volume 2).
Speeches of Ogle R. Gowan and other members of the Gowan-Ferguson family relating to the Orange



Order, religion, politics, and miscellaneous subjects.

Several speeches are undated and in many instances the author is not identified. A large number of the
speeches appear to have been delivered by Ogle R. Gowan while the majority of the speeches between

1890-1934 were probably delivered by Gowan’s grandson, A.D. Ferguson, before Orange gatherings in
Western Canada.

Pamphlets and printed matter, n.d., 1826-1958. Originals, 10cm (volume 3 and vertical files, Manuscript
Division).
A collection of pamphlets concerning Orangeism and Orange causes and a number of broadsides relating
to the Orange Order and election campaigns of O.R. Gowan and T.R. Ferguson. The finding aid
contains a list of pamphlets.

Scrapbooks. Originals, 20 cm (volumes 4-5).
Two scrapbooks of clippings concerning speeches and activities of the Orange Order in Canada, chiefly
in Canada West and Ontario, 1850-1880. Other newspaper besides scrapbooks are included in these
volumes.

A third scrapbook is serialized work entitled Memoirs of the Rebellion of Canada. The author and the
newspaper are not identified and the work is undated.

Memorabilia. Originals, 10 cm (volume 6).
These are museum objects and include Orange Order regalia, the Gowan family seal, a leather wallet of
the invader who tried to kill Gowan during the Battle of the Windmill in 1838. (The contents of this
volume have been transferred to the Museum of Civilization)

Miscellaneous, n.d., 1826-1918. Originals, 10cm (volume 7).
Among the miscellaneous items are: the muster roll of Ogle R. Gowan’s Queen’s Own Rifles, n.d.; the
words to Col. Gowan’s March, n.d.; membership certificates in the Orange Lodge, 1842; genealogical
material concerning the Gowan-Ferguson family, n.d.; a business account book of T.R. Ferguson, 1857;
copies of despatches from Lt.-Gov. Sir George Arthur to Marquess of Normanby, Secretary of State for
War and the Colonies, concerning Arthur’s suspicion of the Orange Association and of Gowan, its



leader, 1839; minutes of the Religious Tract and Book Society for Ireland, 10 April 1826, of the
Hiberman Bible Society, 13 April 1826, and of the Hiberman Church Missionary Society, 14 April
1826; material relating to Gowan’s work as a licence inspector in Toronto, 1867-18741 Other items are
listed in finding aid.

June 1981 7-5676
M. Mattson  Public Affairs
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Vol. Name

1 to Ogle R. Gowan

1 Ogle R. Gowan to James Charles

1 Magrath, Chas. to Ogle R. Gowan

1 Bullock, Adj. Gen. Richard to Ogle R.

Gowan

1 Eamondson, R. to Ogle R. Gowan
(Gananoque)

1 Bullock, Adj. Gen. Richard to Ogle R.

Gowan

Subject

Orange matters - refusal to sign price lists

A request to attend a meeting of the Benevolent and
Religious Orange institution

Rebellion of 1837 - disruption of rebel meeting at Albion.

Makenzie, Wm. Lyon - reception at public meeting

Tompson, E.W.

Militia - light infantry regiment for Leeds County

Hickory Island - dispersement of rebels

Gowan’s 9" Provisional Battalion names "( Jueens Royal
Borderers"

Date

17 Mar. 1826
c.12 June 1826

16 Aug. 1837

15 May 1838

22 1838

4 Dec. 1838
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Vol. Name Subject Dates
1 To Harcourt R. Gowan from his Personal 30 June 1843
mother
1 Gowan, Ogle R. to Receiver-General Recommends Mr. Benjamin as Registrar of Hastings county 19 May 1845
William Morris and disrecommends Mr. Joseph.
Clergy Reserves - recommends sale of.
Appointment of Inspector General.
Abolition of the office of Solicitor General, Lower Canada
1 Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris (R) Predicts political upheaval unless extensive reforms are 29 July 1845
made in Canada.
Metcalfe, Charles
1 Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris Reasons for his dissatisfaction with the Government and his 2 Aug. 1845
solutions.
Government Patronage.
Incompetence in Crown Lands Office.
Appointment of Inspector General.
Duties of the Comptroller of Customs
1 Morris, William to Ogle R. Gowan Government Reform 5 Aug. 1845
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Vol. Name Subject Dates
1 Morris, William to John Bland Gowan'’s resignation 25 Sept. 1845
1 Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris University Question - additional Council members 3 Oct. 1845
recommended
1 Gowan, Ogle E. to William Morris Suggested reforms 10 Oct. 1845
1 Morris, William to Ogle R. Gowan Gowan, Nassau C. - employment 17 Oct. 1845
1 Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris Gowan, Nassau C. - employment. 25 Oct. 1845
Hinck’s Bill - amendment of Assessment Laws.
Boulton’s Bill - revision of Township Laws.
Municipal Goavernment - reform.
Magistracy - reform recommended.
Crown Lands Dept. - reform recommended.
Taschereau - election of
1 Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris Legal reform - powers of Justices of the Peace. 2 Dec. 1845
Government Officials - office hours.
1 Morris, William to Ogle R. Gowan Employment for Gowan’s sons 6 Jan. 1846
1 Morris, William to Ogle R. Gowan Employment for Gowan’s sons 16 Jan. 1846
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Vol.

Name

Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris

Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris

Subject Dates

Employment for Gowan’s sons. 19 Jan. 1846
Militia - Upper Canada - organization.

Bullock, Richard - incompetence.

Papineau, L.J. - recommend for Speaker.

MacNab, [A.N.] - recommend. Head of Millitia.

University Question.

Excise Dept. - reform.

Loyalty of Reformers
Repeal of Corn Laws. 3 Feb. 1846

Free Trade - support of.
American Wheat - repeal of duty on.
Imperial Union and colonial representation.

University Question - settlement
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Vol. Name Subject Dates

1 Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris Disapproval of his appointment as Board of Work arbitrator. 20 June 1846
Government - Cabinet changes.
Macdonald, J.A.
MacNab, A.N.
Cayley, William
Robinson, William B.
Cameron, J.H.
Boulton, H.I.

Draper, William
Family Compact - Upper Canada

1 Morris, William to Ogle R. Gowan Gowan appointment as arbitrator of Board of Works. 23 June 1846

Cabinet changes - denial of

1 Gowan, Ogle R. to William Morris Commissioner of Crown Lands - will accept appointment 23 March 1847
1 Morris, William to Ogle R. Gowan Commissioner of Crown Lands - Gowan’s appointment March 1847
1 McDonald, John to Ogle R. Gowan Politics - pledges support for Gowan but cannot support 26 March 1847

present Government
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Vol. Name Subject Dates
1 McDonald, W.S. to Ogle R. Gowan Government’s commercial policy 2 July 1847

1 (Sullivan, R.N.) to Ogle R. Gowan

1 Robinson, W.B. to Vankoughnet

1 William Kissock to N.C. Gowan

1 Ferguson, T.R. to Ogle R. Gowan
1 Ferguson, T.R. to Ogle R. Gowan

1 Buchanan, Charles W. to Ogle R.
Gowan

1 Gowan, Ogle R. to Nassau C. Gowan

1 Ryan, Charles to Ogle R. Gowan
(Telegram)

Telegraph Co’y. - re charter and regulations

Abolition of office of Supervisor of Tolls -

St. Lawrence Canals

Election 1857 - Simcoe Co. - Ferguson v.s. McCouchy -
Prospects.

Election 1857 - Simcoe Co. - radical vote

A supper invitation by the Loyal Orange Lodge, no. 137 to
N.C. Gowan

Macdonald, John A. - disparagement of
Ottawa-public buildings - re contracts for

Medical practice.

Merrickville postmastership

Orange meeting - Huron and Bruce County

- Requests that Nassau be prepared to substitute for him

Telegram - "Come or ruin the cause. Bills all over country.

Answer"

29 June 1848

9 Dec. 1857

c. 1 Feb. 1859

26 Jan. 1860
n.d.
22 Apr. 1861

4 May 1861

13 May 1861
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Vol. Name Subject Dates
1 Fleming, Andrew (Grand Secretary Resolution of condolence passed by Grand Lodge B.N.A.on 7 July 1865
Orange Lodge of B.N.A.) to Ogle R. death of Nassau C. Gowan
Gowan (R)
1 Anonymous to Ogle R. Gowan Whiskey detectives - Mason, and McNab, Dugald, C. 2 Feb. 1867
Toronto - corruption of police magistrates
1 Hurst, Wm. T. to Harcourt P. Gowan Orange matters - establishment of Prentice Lodge - 1 Sept. 1868

1 Gowan, Ogle R. to A.T. McCord
(Toronto City Treasurer)

1 Gowan, Ogle R. to Chairman of
Finance (Toronto)

1 Totten, Henry to Gowan, Ogle R.
1 Wright, N.J. to John A. Ferguson

1 "The Sentinel" to A.D. Ferguson

Montreal.
Orange matters - amalgamation of Prentice Lodges.

Fenians - prevention of picnic to aid families of imprisoned
Fenians

Licence Inspector’s salary

Licence Inspector-salary arrears

Licence returns
Acknowledge receipt of book on Orangeism
O.R. Gowan

Returns biographical material on Ogle R. Gowan and his
family

12 March 1874

15 July 1874

11 Nov. 1874
28 Aug. 1899
31 Aug. 1926
8 July 1930
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Vol. Name Subject Dates
B. GOWAN - FERGUSON - MACDONALD

CORRESPONDENCE, 1847-1860 (Vol. 1)

Note: The 1847 correspondence between Ogle R. Gowan and John A. Macdonald is described in F.W. Armstrong, "Gowan
- Macdonald Correspondence, 1847", Ontario History, 1970; see Vol. 3 for copy of article

1 Macdonald to Nassau C. Gowan

1 Macdonald to Ogle R. Gowan

1 Macdonald to T.R. Ferguson
1 Macdonald to T.R. Ferguson

1 Macdonald to George L. Allen

Election - North Wellington - Ross v.s. Webster, campaign. 24 Jan. [1858]

Gowan, Nassau C. - candidature

Dinner invitation. [14 Sept. 1859]
Allen, Geo. L.

Demsey, Dick

Dispute with Ogle R. Gowan - settlement 14 Nov. 1859
Dispute with Ogle R. Gowan. 20 Jan. 1860

Conservative party - leadership of
Gowan'’s grievances - Macdonald’s explanation
Opposition to Orangeville matter

Vankoughnet - Globe’s misrepresentation concerning land
forfeiture

Dispute with Ogle R. Gowan. 15 Feb. 1860

Ogle R. Gowan - office for his retirement
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Vol. Name Subject Dates
1 Macdonald to Ogle R. Gowan Press - Hamilton Spectator - attack on Ogle R. Gowan 13 March 1860
C. SPEECHES, 1825-1934 (Vol. 2)
2 Speeches and Addresses (2 files) n.d.
2 Speeches and Addresses 1825-1830
2 Speeches and Addresses 1850-1934
2 Speeches, Handwritten notebook, of Author not identified n.d., 1895-1917

D. PAMPHLETS, PRINTED MATERIAL,
n.d., 1826-1911, 1930, 1958, 1970 (Vol. 3)

Note: Sixteen broadsides relating to the Orange Order and election campaign of O.R. Gowan and T.R. Ferguson have been
removed and can now be found in the vertical file cabinets in Manuscript Division. Three circulars regarding Scott
Murder and Orange Order are also in vertical filing cabinet. Asterisk denotes pamphlets removed from collection
and transferred to the Public Archives Library

3 Ogle R. Gowan The State of Things n.d.
Manuscript of a letter to Marquis of Wellesley, Governor-
General of Ireland on the state of affairs in that country

3 Erigena, Lucian Works of Lucian n.d.
A translation of a fragment of the Works of Lucian lately
found in a bog near Ennisskillen in Ireland

3 Erigena, Lucian * Benevolent and Religious Orange Institution, General 1826
Rules - Dublin, 1826
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Vol. Name Subject Dates

3 Erigena, Lucian *Good Hints in Bad Times - Dublin, 1926 1926

3 Erigena, Lucian * "The Watchman" 30 Dec. 1826

3 Erigena, Lucian * "The Watchman" 27 Jan. 1827

3 Erigena, Lucian *Rules and Regulations of the Orange Institution of Ireland - 1828
Dublin, 1828

3 Erigena, Lucian * Laws and Ordinances of the Orange Institution of Ireland - 1828
Dublin, 1828

3 Crosbie, Rev. John Litton In Defence of the Loyal Orange Institution - Original 1829
manuscript - Dublin, 1829#

3 Erinensis *Sketches of the thirteenth Parliament of Upper Canada - 1840
Toronto, 1840

3 John, Lord Bishop of Toronto A Charge - Toronto, 1851 1851

3 Browne, James * A History of the Highlands and of the Highland Clans - 1853
Part 3 - Edinburgh, 1853

3 Browne, James * The Benevolent & Religious Orange Institution of Ireland, 1856
Rules and Regulations

3 Gowan, Ogle R. * Orangeism, its Origin and History - Toronto, 1860 1860

3 Acheson, Rev. Stuart * Quebec’s Blow: Separate School Act, 1863 - Toronto, 1863
1863

3 Hamilton, Andrew * The Actions of the Inniskillen Men - Belfast, 1864 1864
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Vol. Name Subject Dates

3 Barlett, Rev. Henry * The Dangers and Duties of the Times 12 July 1866
A sermon preached before the Orange Lodges of the
Brantford District - Brantford, 1866

3 King, Rev. John M. * The Good Fight 22 Aug. 1869
A sermon preached in the Presbyterian Church, Gould St.
Toronto, 1869

3 Brown, George A Letter from the Hon. George Brown to John O’Donohue, 1871
Patrick Hughes, J.D. Merrick and Thomas McCrossen -
Toronto, 1871

3 Robb, Rev. J. Gardner * Praise Pure and Perfect without Instrumental Music - 1872
Belfast, 1872

3 Murphy, Rev. A.C. Miracles and Prophecy: Direct Proofs that the Bible is a 1875
Revelation from God - Belfast, 1875

3 Shaw, Thomas * Plain Talks on Commercial Union Between Canada and 1887
the United States - Hamilton, 1887

3 Shaw, Thomas Ordinance No. 22, 1892: 1893
Petitions into the Executive Committee of the Northwest
Territories with the Committee’s reply

3 Shaw, Thomas * Grand Orange Lodge of the Northwest Territories: Report 1901
of the Tenth Annual Session - Regina, 1901

3 Shaw, Thomas "The Sentinel" - Silver Jubilee edition 27 July 1899
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Vol. Name

3 Shaw, Thomas

3 Shaw, Thomas

3 Perry, Rev. Chas. E.
3 Perry, Rev. Chas. E.

3 Armstrong, Fred

3 Rowland, David

Subject Dates
The Canadian National League, Reciprocity with the United 1911
States - Toronto, 1911

"The Sentinel" 3 July 1930
Centenary number

Lectures on Orangeism and Other Subjects - Toronto, 1892 1892

"The Sentinel" Sept. 1958
"The Macdonald - Gowan Letters, 1847" 1970
Ontario History

The English Constitution 1859

Transferred to Public Archives Library - London, 1859

E. SCRAPBOOKS, NEWSPAPERS, CLIPPINGS AND CIRCULARS

(n.d., 1826-1935), Vols. 4-5

4 Scrapbook "Memoirs of the Rebellion in Canada in 1837 and 1838 and of the subsequent n.d.
Invasions of that Province from the United States of America" - a serialized work. Author and

newspaper are not identified

4 Newspaper clippings - Orangeism, Gowan, etc. (possibly from scrapbooks originally) n.d., 1858, 1959,
1928, 1935
4 Newspaper (1) - The Brockville Monitor, Nov. 1872 and The Toronto Daily Mail, Dec. 1884 (3 1872, 1884

papers)
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Vol. Name Subject Dates

4 Newspaper (2) - (whole or substantial parts of) - The Patriot, Jan. 1860; The Cookstown 1860-1899
Advocate, Sept. 1879; The Toronto Star, Feb. 1896; Evening News Bulletin, Winnipeg, April
1897; The Saturday Sun, Brandon, June 1897; page from The Sentinel, July 1899, with sketches
of prominent Orange Lodge members

5 Scrapbook A and B, of newspaper clippings concerning speeches and activities of the Orange 1826-1894
Lodge in Canada, chiefly in Canada West and Ontario; also included were some circulars and
miscellaneous items

5 Scrapbook A is contained in 8 folders. It consisted of newspaper clippings documenting ca. 1859-1880
Orange Order activities

5 Scrapbook B, green volume plus 4 folders. All loose items were removed from scrapbook and  ca. 1826-1890
placed in folders
Note:  Scrapbook B, folder 4 contains 8 Oranges Lodge circulars pertaining to meetings,
elections, etc. These items were restored in
the conservation department and cover the years 1826-1875

F. MUSEUM ITEMS, Vol. 6

6 Memorabilia. 10 cm.
These are museum items and include Orange Order regalia, the Gowan family seal, a leather
wallet of the invader who tried to kill Gowan during the Battle of the Windmill in 1838. (The
contents of this volume have been transferred to the Museum of Civilization)

G. MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECT SERIES (1826-1900), Vol. 7
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Vol.

Y N B e BN |

|

Subject

Muster roll of Ogle R. Gowan’s Queen’s Own Rifles
Colonel Gowan’s March - words

Membership certificates in the Orange Lodge for Jeremiah Ferguson and Thomas Ferguson - 2
certificates complete with ribbons and seals

Indenture - re estate of O.R. Gowan

Lineage of the family of Gowan of Mount Nebo in the County of Wexford, Ireland (1693-1840)
- original handwritten manuscript

Notes of interviews with Senator Gowan, Toronto, by John A. Ferguson
Origin, Lineage, and Descent of the family of Gowan - typed manuscript
Gowan/Ferguson families - miscellaneous items and clippings

Business Account Book of T.R. Ferguson, Cookstown

Copies of despatches from Lt.-Gov. Sir George Arthur to the Marquis of Normanby -
handwritten

Minutes of annual meeting of the Religious Tract and Book Society for Ireland, Dublin

Minutes of meetings of Hiberman Bible Society and Hiberman Church Missionary Society,
April 13, 14 and 18

Appointment of Ogle Robert Gowan as Deputy Grand Master of all the Lodges in British North
America (account of)

Licence Inspector, Toronto - papers of O.R. Gowan while in this position

Dates

n.d.
n.d.
1842

1884
n.d.

1901

n.d.

n.d., 1892, 1900
1857

1839

10 Apr. 1826
1826

1832

1867-1874
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Vol Subject Dates
7 Application for Cadets - The apprentice boys of Yorkshire 1856
7 Masonary in Canada - notes on n.d.
7 Thomas R. Ferguson, M.P., M.P.P. - miscellaneous items n.d., 1862
7 Authority for creation of Branch Lodges to members of Orange Institution 1927
7 Miscellaneous items relating to Orange Lodge members including the following: North Leeds 1828-1918
and Grenville Requisition to Lieutenant - Colonel Gowan, 1867; Call for volunteers for Queens
Royal Borderers, Brockville; Circular Pro Rege et Lege, Belfast, 1828; Celebration of closing
the gates of Derry, Concert Circular, Medcalf, 1865; Notice of Grand Orange Lodge meeting,
Brockville, 1838; Ferguson flyer, elections 1893-1894
7 Miscellaneous meetings including the following: British Constitutional Society of York, Report 1828, 1833
of Proceedings of the last meeting of the General Committee, 1833; Benevolent Orange
Institutions, City of Armagh 1828; one written item, not identified
HORIZONTAL MATERIALS
8 Broadsheet - Resolutions from a meeting of the Orangemen of the County of Leeds, Beverley Nov. 1837
9 Poster - "Orangeism!", celebrating Anniversary of the Battle of the Boyne, Carlysle 12 July 1858
10 Broadsheet - "The Scott Murder - Address of the Orangemen of Ontario n.d.
11 Broadsheet - Resolutions at the Meeting of the Freeholders of the County of Leeds, 1831
Elizabethtown
12 Poster - "To the Electors of the County of Cardwell" re meeting at Mono Mills 24 July 1872
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Vol. Name Subject Dates
13 Poster - "The Annual Missionary Service of the Methodist New Connexion Church", Owen Jan. 1860
Sound
14 Poster - Resolutions passed at a meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 1860
Hamilton
15 Broadsheet re the electoral nomination and platform of Ogle R. Gowan, Brockville 29 Apr. 1850
16 Poster - "Lecture On Orangeism!", with Nassau C. Gowan, Brady’s Hall, Prescott, Ontario Apr. 1859
17 Poster - "To The Electors of the County of Grey", N.C. Gowan’s address Feb. 1861
18 Handbill - "To The Electors of the County of Cardwell", re meeting with T.R. Ferguson, Mono 1872
Mills
19 Poster - Address to the voters of the South Riding of Simcoe from T.R. Ferguson, Cookstown  June 1861
20 Poster - Address to the voters of the County of Cardwell from Thomas R. Ferguson, Aug. 1867
Cookstown
21 Poster - "Two Sermons" Methodist New Connexion Church, Owen Sound, Ontario 11 Mar. 1860
22 Poster - " Temperance Festival - A Grand Soiree at the Orange Hall, Streetsville" 19 Dec. 1861
23 Poster - "A Public Dinner!", in honour of J.H. Cameron, New Orange District Hall, Clinton Feb. 1860



