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Old Alberni Residence 
Soon to be destroyed? 

By JAN BROADLAND 

Unless the District 
Council can somehow find a 
spare $120,000 before July 1 

of this year, all that will 
remain of the old Alberni 
Residence School on Mission 
Road are memories in the 
minds of former students. 

Considering the future of 
the Maht Mahs 'aht complex 
at the March 8 District 
Council meeting in Port 
Alberni, the chiefs and other 
band representatives ten- 
tatively decided that the 
only choice left to them, 
when confronted with the 
extremely high main- 
tenance figure, is to tear 
down three of the five 
buildings on the grounds. 

The Department. of In 
dian Affairs had been paying 
the more than $120,000 
needed every year to keep 
all the buildings heated, 
painted, cleaned and in good 
repair, but announced 
recently that they will cease 
to pay these costs as of this 
summer. 

The government move 
would leave the District 
Council paying nearly half of 
its total $275,000 ad- 
ministration budget in 
maintenance. 

"The place has got a lot 
in it, but it takes so much to 
keep it going," Council 
chairman George Watts 
said. "This is a solid 
structure, but it's not 
designed properly and it's 
outdated." 

Part of the problem is 
that two of the buildings, 
Ross Hall and Caldwell Hall, 
are empty most of the time, 
while the main building, now 

being used for District 
administration offices, 
cultural classes and the 
cafeteria, is only half -used. 

Meanwhile, the heating 
system housed in the main 
building is working overtime 
to heat those three struc- 
tures and the gymnasium , at 
a cost of over $500 every 
three weeks. 

The Department of In- 
dian Affairs has offered to 
give the District the $15,000 
needed to install a new 
heating system in the gym, 

which would, of course, 
remain standing. 

Should the decision be 
made to destroy the three 
other buildings, the Council 
will move its administration 
offices to Peake Hall, which 
is much 'smaller but is self - 
contained, in that it has its 
own separate heating 
system. 

Answering concerns 
about finding room to house 
such projects as the dental 
clinic once the main building 
is torn down, George 

pointed out that it would be 
more practical to build a 
new complex, tailored to the 
particular needs of the 
projects. 

"This place will need 
some pretty good repairs to 
it in the next five years," he 
added, mentioning that 
already the roof is leaking 
badly. 

Renovations also would 
be costly. For example, an 
estimate of $10,000 has been 
given just for redesigning 
one upstairs room in the 

main building to house the 
dental clinic. 

Should the three 
buildings be torn down, of 
course, much in the way of 
building materials and 
furnishings would be 
salvaged from them. 

Hesitant to make a final 
decision without the people 
at band level being aware of 
the demolition plans, the 
chiefs tabled their 
discussion until the April 
District meeting. 

SOON TO BE destroyed? Caldwell and Ross halls, long a familiar sight to students at the old Alberni Residence 
School, may soon fall under the wrecker's hammer. Ex- tremely high maintenance costs may force the move, with 

the final decision on the building's future to be made at the 
April meeting of the West Coast District Council of Indian 
Chiefs. 

-Jan Broadland Photo 

One communication network for B.C. 
By DIANE SUTHERLAND 

Should the RAVEN 
Society of B.C. be phased out 
and another system of 
communications set up? 

This was discussed at the 
Council meeting on March 8. 

The Federal Government 
will soon announce a new 
policy on communications 
for Canada's Native people, 
including Status, Non - 
Status, Innuit and Metis. 
Funding will be through 
separate societies in each 
province of Canada. 

At the present time the 
Alberta Native Com- 
munications Society ( ANC - 
S) is a five -year pilot 

project funded in this way. 

This society has a weekly 
newspaper, a radio staff that 
produces seven hours of 
radio programing a week 
and a video -tape production 
centre. 

Mr. J. Deacy, Ad- 
ministrator of the Union of 
B.C. Indian Chiefs, has laid 
out a proposal for a com- 
munications system similar 
to that of ANCS.I't is based 
on a politically independent 
society which would serve as 
a resource base for in- 
dividual groups from all 
over the province. 

"With a well run corn - munications society, to 
inform people of their rights 
and what they are entitled 
to, would not more par- 
ticipation follow? writes Mr. 

Deacy. 
Mr. Deacy suggests that 

Nesika could be changed 
into the main weekly 
newspaper funded by this 
new society. RAVEN could 
continue with the single - 
band radio and, finally, with 
funding from the society, 
begin expanding into video- 
tape. Only radio staff, 
training and production 
would have to be started 
from the beginning. 

A letter received from 
Chief Arnold Recalma, 
Executive Director of the 
RAVEN Society of . B.C., 
expressed dissastisfaction 
with Mr. Deacy's proposal 
and asked for the backing of 
the District Council for the 
RAVEN Society to be the 

i 
foundation for any new 
system. 

Although it was agreed 
that we need to learn to 
communicate with each 
other the RAVEN proposal 
did not find favor with the 
District Council. 

Rocky Amos, Chief 
Counsellor of Hesquiat, 
stated "we need to read 
more than one point of 
view." 

Moses Smith from 
Ehattesaht, said, "to be 
truly Indian we must start 
from scratch on this com- 
munications issue." 

A motion was passed by 
the Council that they would 
like to see a totally new 
communications network 
for the Indians of B.C. i 
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Letters to 
To the Editor: 

Re: "Maht -Mahs -Aht" - Complex (for- 
merly Alberni Student Residence) 

This letter may seem too early to consider 
since the take -over of Indian Affairs by the 
West Coast District Council of Indian Chiefs 
(W.C.D.C.I.C.), but I and a lot of other con- 
cerned members within the District are 
wondering just what is going to be done with 
the complex. 

The gym is being used, as we all know, but 
is it being used to its full advantage? There 
are mornings and afternoons the gym is 
empty. What is the district staff doing about 
this situation? 

I know that things were tried to interest the 
local housewives, but is personal advertising 
enough? 

Pamphlets may seem to be a bit much but 
look at the local community recreation 
program. Any information about just about 
any program can be found in one of the Parks 
and Recreation pamphlets. 

Our recreation program cannot be so big 
that some form of pamphlets can't be drawn 
up. 

Dances in the gym: A person could spend a 
day on this subject, but to save time here are 
some of the reasons dances shouldn't be held 
in our gym. 

Shoes other than runners are not supposed 
to be on the gym floor. Booze and dances 
cannot be separated. I feel sorry for the people 
who have to clean up these messes after our 
fund -raising dances. 

There must be other ways or avenues to 
approach for money. 

Enough of the gym and recreation. What's 
happening in the main building: a dental 
clinic, sewing classes, District Council 
meetings, District Council administration, 
basketball teams and fans when we host 
tournaments, etc. 

There are three other buildings at the 
complex -- Ross Hall, Caldwell Hall and Peake 
Hall. What are the plans for these buildings? 

Someone mentioned that the main building 
has full size laundry facilities. Why can't this 
equipment be used in an economic way, as a 
small laundromat or cleaners' service. Why 
not? 

People from our district want to know these 
things. 

The district newspaper and letters to the 
editor are good ideas. Let's utilize them and 
our Maht- Mahs -Aht to their fullest. 

This whole letter is aimed at com- 
municating and hopefully getting some other 
people to communicate their ideas and 
thoughts on the use of Maht -Mahs -Aht. 

It is not my intention to criticize and 
condemn but merely to pass some thoughts on 
from the people. 

Next Issue 
The next issue of your newspaper will be printed March 

29, which means that we need contributions from you by 
March 22 , to allow time for typesetting and lay -outs. 

Needed are news articles about events in the various 
band communities, feature stories about interesting 
people and °hat they are doing, letters to the editor con- 
taining opinions and information of interest to the West 
Coast people, poetry expressing the deep feelings of in- 
dividuals, artwork showing traditional and modern 
symbols, and cartoons so that we don't take ourselves too 
seriously! 

When you are thinking about what you can send in, 
remember that there is no -one more qualified to write about 
your band than you are, as a member of your band. And 
there is no-one who can write down what you are thinking 
better than you can, because no -one else can quite read your 
thoughts. 

the Editor 
Hopefully someone in the W.C.D.C.I.C. or 

on staff can respond to this letter because 
these questions must be answered by 
someone. 

Not all the people of the district can attend 
W.C.D.C.I.C. meetings and they would like to 
be kept informed. 

Yours sincerely and in Brotherhood, 
RICHARD WATTS 

P.S. - I think all of you are doing a helluva 
good job considering the circumstances, and I 

personally feel that more people in the district 
should be trying to help you more, and not just 
being critical. Again, thank you for your time. 

Editor's Note: 
The paper needs letters like this -- opinions 

from you people are important and letters on 
any subject are appreciated. On Page 1 there 
is an article regarding the future of the Maht- 
Mahs-Aht complex. 

OUR SINCERE THANKS: 
Thanks to all of you people who supported 

the Port Alberni Ladies' Senior Basketball 
team in their Shoot -A -Thon. 

You have all helped to finance our out -of- 
town tournaments, especially since some of 
the girls are still in school and have no means 
of income. 

A very special thank -you goes to Danny 
Watts, Elizabeth Tatoosh, and Jessie 
Hamilton of the ,Opetchesaht Band, who 
donated $100.00, and to Simon Lucas, who 
donated $50.00. 

We sure hope we bring back a trophy to 
further express our gratitude. 

Thank -you again. 

LINDA BARNEY 
SHAWNEE CASARIANT 
KAREN FRANK 
LOUISE McCARTHY 
RENEE NEWMAN 
APRIL THOMAS 
BETTY THOMAS 
GERRI THOMAS 
LLORA UNGER 
EILEEN WATTS 

To the Editor: 
I would like to congratulate the West Coast 

District Council for making possible the 
publication of our "own" newspaper. 

The first two issues published havé already 
proved interesting, informative, and 
educational. 

The paper has made us aware of what is 
happening within the District Council and 
different bands on the coast. 

Continued on Page 3 

Your new 
reporters 

The hiring of the two new 
reporters took place Friday, 
March 1. 

Jessie Lucas, who has 
lived on the West Coast all 
her life, is now working on 
the staff of the West Coast 
District Council as one of the 
new reporters. 

She was born in Port 
Alberni and has lived on the 
No. 2 reserve of the Tse- 
shaht band almost all of her 
life except when attending 
Camosun College last 
January for an upgrading 
course. 

Her job will be in- 
terviewing people, writing 
news, collecting advertising, 
writing feature stories and 
distributing the paper while 
learning to lay out the paper 
for printing and learning the 
skills of photography. 

Diane Sutherland was 
raised in Vancouver, but 
considers herself a West - 
coaster. 

She attended the Van- 
couver School of Art for two 
years and then went to the 
University of B.C. After 
completing her Education 
Certificate she taught at 
Riverbend School for two 
years. 

Through Mike Lewis, 
Diane became involved with 
the Friendship Centre in 
Alberni. 

Working with Faith 
Haiyupis (now Mrs. Jack), a 
summer Head Start 
program for kids in town 
and on reserve was 
organized. 

While working at the 
centre Diane met her 
husband, Morris Sutherland. 

She will be involved in the 
same kind of work on the 
newspaper as Jessie. 

Up-Corning 
U. B. C. I . C . 

Conference 
The Sixth Annual Union 

of B.C. Indian Chiefs' 
Conference will be held in 
Williams Lake, from April 
23 to 25, 1974. 

The theme of the con- 
ference is "What Does 
Settlement Mean To Us ?" 

Discussions that have 
gone on so far in regards to 
the land claims settlement 
include cash, - land, and 
special rights by legislation 
(fishing, hunting, etc.) as 
part of settlement. There 
are some people looking at 
special rights in the com- 
mercial fishing industry 
also. 

It was at the conference 
last November in Port 
Alberni that a motion was 
passed to change the 
financial (or fiscal) year end 
to the end of March. This 
motion, made by the chiefs 
of the West Coast District, 
was made so that the Union 
would have the same 
financial year end as the 
government. 

This also meant that 
there would have to be 
another conference in April 
since they are held shortly 
after the financial year end. 

As a reminder to all in- 
terested people -- the Union 
pays for just one delegate 
from each band (usually the 
chief). Those bands who can 
afford it can send coun- 
cillors and other band 
members along. 

.l 

Letters to the Editor 
from Page 2 

The paper has already proved effective in 
communication. I was pleased to note the 
response in from the young people and en- 
joyed very much reading about the older 
generation. 

Reading about people you know and what 
they are doing is an encouragement in itself. 

The paper is a form of unity as it gives one 
a closer feeling to your neighbouring bands, 
because you are made aware of people and 
you can't help but understand and feel for 
them because you are experiencing much the 
same and know you are not alone. 

I am indeed proud of the paper and would 
encourage response and support from 
everyone up and down the coast. 

A variety of Indian news makes it an in- 
teresting paper and will keep the paper alive. 

Keep up the good work, everyone! 

Yours in sisterhood, 
LIL HOWARD 

Sir: 
In discussion with other Native people about the 

new publication corning out of the W.C.D.C., I was ask- 
ed to write and express a general opinion of said publi- 
cation. 

Our opinion is that we would wish to have articles 
written in a more easily understood manner. Most of us 
are not aware of the meaning of many words printed 
and almost have to sit with a dictionary at our side in 
order to enjoy the articles. 
Yours truly, 
HESQUTAT BAND COUNCIL 
F.V. Amos, 
Band Manager 

EDITOR'S NOTE: 
This criticism is probably very valid, and the best 

way of correcting this situation is for you, the people, 
to do more contributing to the paper. After all, the main 
aim of this paper is to be a newspaper for the people, 
and by the people. So pick up a pen, sit down, and let's 
hear from you! 

Beautiful as ever, the surroundings in this area are 
yet somewhat to our advantage (compared with the 
cities). 

This is, without regrets, my fifth year at home and I 

have most certainly enjoyed myself. Especially in the 
way of survival, it is still the same good old Ahousat, 
where they still retain their unity by being so helpful 
to one another. 

There have been many changes during my stay up 
to now here at home, and of course, I am trying my best 
to do my share to be a part in every way possible. 

There are committees and the Council and just the 
band members that I've involved myself with. Especial- 
ly the elders of this community, because they did have 
a successful structure where their needs were met. 

By that token I have taken the initiative to get to 
know about how they survived, communicated, and 
shared their riches with one another, and how they 
came about reaching decisions. Their system would, 
and probably will, repeat itself by us taking deeper 
observations on just how they did deal with the issues 
of their time. 

But these are the most happy people around in this 
world today (the old people), because they had stress- 
ed the fact that we should see more of our youths in- 
volved. In the elections this did turn the tide, and the 
young are ebbing their way to wash away the old. 

I still consider myself very young, so therefore I am 
in that majority. It certainly gave without question, the 
indication that many of the youth are very interested, 
and are to be given the chance to say their piece and 
their points of view in whatever the issue may be, and 
of course, in their fields of interest. 

The youth did take the majority of the new Coun- 
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cil, so therefore it is to their advantage to present their 
young and new ideas to where it will be of some bene- 
fit to this whole community. 

Now to get to the brighter side of things -- and be- 
fore I start I will state that these are my own personal 
judgments and observations. If I should get off on the 
wrong track, there be it, that of my own ignorance, I 

did not fulfill my own homework. 
This is what life is all about --to be critical at times 

only, but to have some motives or just very valid rea- 
sons of why things are brought out for the public to 
know. 

However, I certainly don't mind for any other per- 
son to come out right to the point, and give me a kick 
at the you- know -where. 

But now, to get to the point, as I stated in the last 
meeting at Port Alberni that the understanding that I 

have of the job description of the Recreation Coordin- 
ator is that he be spelled off for that baby- sitting job 
that he is complaining about (the gymnasium). 

The public in that area is ignoring the values of the 
complex, but I'm sure that the competent Personnel 
Committee that we have, who are doing a wonderful 
job, must have chosen very carefully the other recrea- 
tion workers. The workers too, must be competent 
and well qualified, or else they would never have been 
in the position that they hold today. 

What I'm trying to say is, the reason I did ask the 
Chairman at that time, that isn't it about time that our 
Recreation Coordinator comes out in the field like he 
was supposed to have done in the beginning, I myself 
feel confident, that those in that field of work should 
get directly involved and get opinions on how things 
should be rearranged to better the system of controll- 
ing the discipline of the people who continue to ignore 
the fact that it is a very valuable building. 

Although we are not directly utilizing that building, 
we still share of its importance, for the future genera - 
fions. But I retain the thought that S.P.'s (Simon Lucas')' 
position is mainly to concentrate on the reserve level; 
now that there are others working in that area of work 
over there at Port. 

I think it's time that he did start going to other re- 
serves to provide them with equal services. Some of 
these bands may not be as fortunate as others to have 
a recreation worker , but at the some time, if there is 

a worker, then sharing of ideas should come about. 
By doing that, he can in turn give this additional 

information to other interested bands. 
I had suggested at the meeting in Port during the 

tournament, that we should revive our old West Coast 
Recreation Commission. Therefore, rather than doing 
things in the very last minute we could prevent some 
defects or flaws that we experienced in the last tour- 
ney. 

Are we going to go on and not do something about 
it in a manner in which we can progress, and not fall 
back? For the Junior and Senior mens' tourneys in Port 
it will certainly again be a last minute effort for most of 

Continued on Page 4 

Your paper 
Has a name 
_ The staff of your 
- paper would like to 

take this opportunity 
to thank all those 
people who sent in 
names for the paper. 
There was a total of 20 
names submitted. 

At the district =_ 

meeting ballots were _ 
given out to the chiefs 
and whoever else 

_ attended the meeting. 
- The first vote, three of E 

the names were so 
close that a second 
ballot was made with 
these three names, 
which are: HaShilth- 

E Sa - - meaning "in- 
teresting News" - 

entered by Eugene 
- Amos of Ehattesaht, 

and Cecil Mack of 
Toquaht; Nah -Ye -Ee -- 
meaning "Echo" 

E. entered by Arlene 
Paul of Ahousat, and _ 

__ Roy Haiyupis of = 
= Ahousat; and O'Yukah 
ié Miss -- meaning _ 
E. "News" -- entered by E Simon Lucas of = 

Hesquiat, and Felix = 
Michaelof Nuchatlaht. 

Although the vote 
was again very close, 
we did come up with a 
name for the paper -- 1= 

HA -SH ILTH -SA. 
Thanks again for 

your participation - 

even if your name 
didn't win. 

s Now that a name $ 
has been chosen, we S 
need to have a design 
to go along with the 
name in the paper's 
masthead. 

If you are artistic, 
we would appreciate 
your ideas on adesign. 
Just send your ink 
drawing to HaShilth- 
Sa, c -o the West Coast 
District Council, 
R.R.3, Port Alberni, 
B.C. V9Y 7L7. 

District caf 
Losing 
money 

A review of the District 
Council's receipts and ex- 
pe:nditures for January of 
this year shows that the 
District- operated cafeteria 
is presently being run at a 
loss. 

Of $1,423.60 spent during 
the month for materials and 
supplies, wages and fringe 
benefits, only $360.25 was 
regained in receipts. 

When you grow 
taller, you just 
add another 

row of fringe. _ 
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Letters to the editor 
from page 3 

us and that is through a lack of communication. 
Now we have a huge season ahead of us for the 

softball fans and also in the area of track and field. 
Today we should start talking of what is to happen in 
the summer activities. 

I personally don't think in a manner that it is the 
intent for me to degrade anyone, but to motivate them. 
I think that's how many things come about --by being 
critical at times only. 

I'm sure that with a little bit of a visit from S.P. and 
what he can offer, then we too can voice our opinions- - 
for those who may be reluctant to write in, or say things 
in a meeting, and also to come and talk man to man. 

We still today leave an invitation for S.P. to come 
and just talk or observe, or even chair a meeting to talk 
with organized athletic clubs. 

Considering that every organization does have 
flaws --the thing is to possibly prevent them before they 
actually happen. Better communications should happen 
in order to direct our destinations in regards to sports 
and recreation, which is a so vital need to all com- 
munities. 

There could be many other ideas, but it must be 
limited what is said --at least that's my idea --by getting 
too critical it could cause dissention- -which is the least 
of my intentions. 

I fully support your idea of getting better com- 
munication within our district, through the newspaper. 
I do support and am in agreement with that name that 
S.P. presented: "O.Yukah Miss" meaning "news ". It is 
original and points out very clearly what it says and 
what it's for. 

With this paper, which is so badly needed in this 
area, a lot of us may say, why should I pay? It belongs 
to the District and the District is us. 

I'm sure that the majority of us feel that it's so im- 
portant- -why cannot we start now to talk about this, 
or maybe sell to subscribers? How can we influence a 
valid decision? 

Monthly rate is my own personal suggestion-- 
through that we could continue its usefulness. I think 
it is a very valid issue to bring about. (Editor's Note: 
After May 31, the paper has no funding, as of yet). 

Profiles --well that's a good idea, because we have 
many men still around that had a lot to do with our sur- 
vival and brought up issues that at the time were valid. 
Did they give justice to their communities? Certainly, 
many people like JACK PETERS and others were 
very important in their time, and some who were may- 
be involved indirectly, still, but did contribute a lot. 
Very inspirational men! But this is only a gesture on 
my part. 

Through this manner --to give my points of view and 
for anyone else to do the same --I feel that we could go 
a lot further. It is certainly invited to this paper. 

In conclusion, I'd like to thank you for this little 
bit of time to say something that I personally feel is of 
some relevance to what I had to say. 
Sincerely, 
Edgar Charlie 
Sir: 

We propose that the name of the whole Maht Mahs 
'aht complex be changed as the West Coast District 
chiefs were a little too hesitant in naming our complex. 

The word "aht" has no meaning to the West Coast 
tribes as I have checked with six or seven tribes and put 
forward the question regarding Maht Mahs 'aht. In this 
connection the statement I got from the elderly people 
is that there is no such word in our language. 

The only time you used the word 'aht' is when iden- 
tifying another tribe or another person. I will use my- 
self as an example, I am originally from Hesquiat and 
then some other people from other tribes will identify 
me as Hesquiat-'aht. This is the only time that 'aht 
would be fitted into a sentence. 

In conversation with an old -timer from Ahousat, he 
stated that this is only an expression not a word. 
Yours truly, 
HESQUIAT BAND COUNCIL 
Francis V. Amos, Band Manager. 

Problems arising from use of 
the MahtMahs gymnasium 

By JESSIE LUCAS 

In the early discussions 
et the West Coast District 
Council meeting March 8, 
Vince Salvo, executive 
director, pointed out that 
there is a lot of concern 
about different issues of the 
use of Maht -Mahs gym- 
nasium. 

"When we first took over 
the.gymnasium there was a 
sign in the gym stating that 
there were no shoes 
allowed," said Rocky Amos, 

Nitinat 
News 

By EFFIE EDGAR 
AND 

MAUD THOMPSON 
Even though Nitinat is 

not a large community, the 
people here are kept very 
busy. There are three 
projects that are taking 
place right now. 

First is the L.I.P. project. 
Right now there are seven 
people employed. There are 
three old -age pensioners 
telling stories in the Indian 
Language and recording it 
on tape. 

We also have an in- 
terpreter who tells the 
stories again, but in English 
and puts it on the cassette. 

We have a co- ordinator 
who tells us all what to do. 

There are two 
secretaries. One listens to 
the cassettes and writes the 
stories on paper as she goes 
along. The other one types 
them after one story is 
completed. 

Next is the F.L.I.P. 
Project. There are four men 
working on the job. Their job 
is to clean the reserve on the 
opposite side of the lake and 
they are doing a pretty good 
job. This cleaning is for a 
park. 

The last one is the 
housing and the school. 
There are five men em- 
ployed on this job. There are 
two workers who are not 
from here, but are the head 
carpenters. They are Angus 
Smith and Albert Charlie. 
The school which they are 
building is looking good and 
so are the houses. 

We also have two janitors 
working on our reserve. One 
cleans out the community 
hall after pre -school is out. 
The other one does the 
cleaning in the gym. So the 
gym is kept clean and the 
janitor is kept very busy. 

That is all from here, but 
we are hoping that the next 
item will be a lot better. 

May Festival 
Members of all 13 local 

bands are invited to par- 
ticipate in ,the West Coast 
District Council's May Day 
track and field meet May 18, 
tentatively booked at the 
A.D.S.S. track. 

Men's softball will oc- 
cupy the next two days, 
when the Nootka Natives, 
Hesquiaht Braves, Sheshaht 
Eagles, Ahousat, Clayoquot 
and Friendship Centre 
teams meet in a tour- 
nament. 

Keeping onlookers happy 
during this weekend sports 
festival will be Indian dan- 
cing and a fresh fish bar - 
beque. 

Chief Councillor of the 
Hesquiat Band. 

"Now that there are 
dances being held at the 
gym, what do we expect the 
people to do, go barefoot or 
wear moccasins when there 
are also broken beer bottles 
inside and out of the gym ?" 
Rocky also stressed that this 
type of behavior (smoking, 
drinking and breaking 
bottles) must stop if we still 
want a good name for our 
gym. 

Being asked why we have 
to hold dances, recreation 
co- ordinator Simon Lucas 
explained that they are held 
as social events meant to 
bring the people together. 
Dances also give us revenue 
(money) for the tour- 
naments being held which 
keeps us from asking bands 
for donations. 

George Watts, Chairman 
of the District Council, 
explained that liquor was 
only allowed in the gym 
once, at the New Year's 
dance, because no one would 
show up if alcohol wasn't 
being served. George also 
agreed that when liquor was 
being served, it was con- 
trolled better. "If there's 
going to be dances, the "no 
liquor" policy doesn't make 
any sense," added George. 

Bert Mack, Chief of 
Toquaht, then made a 

suggestion that because the 
alcohol was controlled 
better and the permit was 
easy to get, why don't we 
start selling liquor at dan- 
ces? 

Bert's suggestion fell 
through as Simon reminded 
the council how minors had 
older friends buying drinks 
for them. 

Adam Shewish, Chief of 
the Tse-Shaht Band, said his 
tribe is willing to rent the 
Somass Hall to the West 
Coast District Council for 
dances, if it will save the 
gym floor. 

Rocky Amos then moved 
that there be no liquor 
allowed in the gym complex. 
Adam Shewish seconded the 
motion and the motion was 
carried. 

Simon then ended his 
speech by saying that 
despite this liquor problem 
the recreation program is 
going really well. But he 
then added that the liquor 
problem is a lot bigger and 
deeper than we realise. 

Parents should be asked: 
Why do our children have to 
be soaked by alcohol to have 
fun? Simon urged parents to 
think about this. 

He will try to get the 
young people involved in 
sports once again, when he 
goes around to the reserves 
in April. 

Technical services advisor 
Concerned about waste 

A German builder whó 
came to Canada 18 years ago 
to work on construction of 
the pulp mill in Port Alberni 
is now the technical services 
advisor for the West Coast 
District Council of Indian 
Chiefs. 

Dieter Winter, who took 
the job last November 13 "as 
a challenge," is now 
responsible for such 
essential services as 
preparing material lists for 
buildings, for sewer 
systems, garbage control, 
electrical recommendations 
and wharfage. 

He has worked for Indian 
people before, having helped 
prepare the cement forms 
for the cultural center in 
town. 

A concern for helping 
Indian people to best utilize 
their time and money 
prompted him to apply for 
the District Council position. 
He had spent his previous 
time in Port Alberni working 
for MacMillan and Bloedel 
and, more recently, building 
houses. 

"Eventually," he said, 
"we will have to show that 
we can do better" than 
Indian Affairs did, and stop 
wasting time and materials 
when building and supplying 
services for houses. It is 
very easy to criticize, but 
hard to do better," he added. 

Dieter thinks that bit- 
terness against Indian Af- 
fairs is not completely 
justified, and that Indian 
individuals should take 
more responsibility for some 
of the things which have not 
worked out for them. 

The most important thing 
is to keep the people's in- 
terest up once a project is 
started and to encourage 
them to canry it through to a 
satisfactory conclusion. 

Dieter Winter 

Dieter lives near Port 
Alberni with his wife, Judith 
and their two children -- 
Ralph, 15, and Monica, 13. 

Thanks, 
Times! 

The staff of the West 
Coast District Council 
newspaper would like 
to express their 
gratitude to Jack 
Hipson, production 
manager at the Alberni 
Valley Times; to Dinah 
C y r , s t a f f 
photographer; to the 
advertising staff; 
typesetters Jand. back - 
room staff; for all their 
time, advice and 
general sharing of 
expertise, which has 
allowed us to produce 
this newspaper. 
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CONCENTRATING ON the topic at hand at the West Coast District Councilmeeting March 8 at the MahtMahs' aht complex are eight of the 20 band representatives attending. From left to right around the table are: Charlie Thompson, Nitinat band manager; Hesquiat Chie, Councillor Rocky Amos; Chief Councillor Mary Johnson of Nootka. 

ITEMS FROM THE 
DISTRICT MEETING 
The Chiefs decided that the coming financial year's B.C. Special money will be put in a general fund and used when the chiefs feel there is a need. 
The chiefs showed their faith in committees of the district by voting in favor of committee members receiving honorariums and travel expenses as they themselves receive expenses for their meetings. 
It was later approved that representatives from the bands who have negotiations with the National Parks be included as a committee. Through these representatives meeting and sharing ideas, it is felt they can present a stronger front to the Parks Board. 
The Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs has formed a committee to look into regulations on Food Fishingfor the Indians of B.C. 
Chief Art Peters of the Ohiat Band is a member of this committee. He asked the chiefs at the district meeting what their feelings were on different regulations in regards to food fishing. 
The chiefs told of several different problems their bands had with the present regulations. Please feel free to send in any suggestions or ideas you have on this subject. 
A survey on housing (on- reserve) in the district must be completed by April 10 for a meeting in Ottawa on April 30 of Regional Directors. The study should include over- crowding, condemned housing and the projected need in the future (how many new families ex- pected, etc.) 
The regional director of B.C. Larry Wight, has stated that Indian Affairs will be con- centrating on two areas -- the training of band staff and improving the housing situation. 
In order that the Esowista Homemakers can start to train their members in the art of carving silver and copper, the West Coast District Councilhas agreed to become their "employers" 

in a joint "training -in- industry" program with Manpower. 
It is expected that in the next financial year some funds will have to come out of the district's Post- Secondary Vocational Training budget to further this project. 
The Ehattesaht Band Timber Proposal has gotten to the stage where the B.C. Forestry Service has requested them to do a development 

study to log crown timber in the Barr Creek 
drainage in Zeballos Inlet. The band requested a statement of support from the district council for their special ARDA submission, which the chiefs willingly gave. 

Randy Ginger, Uchucklesaht band; Elizabeth Tatoosh, councillor. Opetchesaht; District Council assistant director Danny Watts; Toquaht Chief Bert Mack; and Ohiaht Chief Councillor Art Peters. Seated in the background are members of the District Council staff. 

District Council 
expenditures for January, 
reported at the March 8 
meeting of the West Coast 
District Council of Indian 
Chiefs, include: 

Core funding: $23,258.37, 
of which the largest costs 
were administration, office 
and other salaries - 
$13,611.33. 

Financial Report 
Maintenance, private 

homes: $4,020.50, of which 
$2,520.00 was educational 
assistance. 

Student allowances: 
$1,126.50. 

Community develop -. 
ment: $702.43, of which the largest cost was ad- ministration salaries - 
$620.00. 

Adult education: $2,292.00 
in tuition fees. 

Local Initiatives 
Program (L.I.P.) $2,331.26, 
of which $2,278.48 was. 
salaries. 

Outreach: $639.93, of 
which $553.84 was paid in 
administration salaries. 

General administration: 
$204.75. 

It's like walking 
bare -foot on a cloud 
when you step out 

in a pair of 

GARY'S 

SHOES 
with footwear 
for the whole 

family 

"TRY US ON 
FOR SIZE" 

113 S. 3rd. Ave. 
Port Alberni 

724 -0342 
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Outreach program 
Expands on coast 

A program designed to 
help gain suitable jobs for 
unemployed members of the 
13 West Coast District bands 
has been approved by both 
the West Coast District 
Council of Indian Chiefs and 
Canada Manpower officials. 

Brought forward at the 
March 8 meeting of the 
chiefs, the District Council's 
outreach proposal reads, in 
part: 

"The outreach concept 
emerged, as do so many 
ideas, as an answer to 
problems. 

"A large, sometimes 
permanent, sometimes 
seasonal, pool of unem- 
ployed, underemployed and 
undereducated persons who 
need work to sustain them 
and their families" com- 
poses the "target 
population" in the program. 

'Throughout Canada, 
target groups, persons 
subjected to racial and 
ethnic discrimination, 
women, persons over 45 and 
under 22, individuals with 
physical handicaps or health 
problems are regularly 
denied equal access to job 
opportunities. 

"Another area of 
regularized discrimination 
can be identified in job 
applications and tests which 
discriminate along class, 
cultural, or educational 
bases." 

The outreach program 
was set up as a partial 
solution to these problems. 
t involves a number of 

workers going out into the 
ommunity and assisting 

' ndividuals in finding jobs or 
raining which would be 
uitable to their 

backgrounds and interests. 

A limited version of the 
outreach program has been 
operating for the last six 
months from the District 
Council offices as an ex- 
periment. 

With Genie Williams as 
outreach co- ordinator, the 
program has aided many 
Indian persons in finding 
work and has also 
established several training 
and cultural classes, in- 
cluding sewing, beading and 
the upcoming carpentry 
classes. 

"This program," the 
proposal continues, "coming 
to completion on March 31, 
has served many useful 
functions. 

"In addition to the actual 
service to the people of the 
West Coast District Council 
area, it has served to 
stimulate interest in em- 
ployment problems for 
Indian people in the area 
among the Indian com- 
munities as well as the non - 
Indian community." 

Conclusions reached 
after this initial pilot 
program were that there 
needed to be more than one 
person working on outreach 
and that there needed to be 
more emphasis placed on 
training the field workers to 
be aware of the particular 
needsof the unemployed and 
for these workers to have 
their efforts co- ordinated 
through a central office. 

A new program, funded 
totally by Canada Man- 
power, has thus been drawn 
up which provides for five 
people working on outreach: 
a co- ordinator, who will 
work out of the West Coast 
District Council ad- 
ministration offices; three 

field workers, one for each 
of areas A (including Port 
Alberni and Bamfield), B 
(including Tofino, Ucluelet 
and Ahousaht), and C (in- 
cluding Gold River, Tahsis 
and Zeballos); and one 
secretary. 

Living off the Reserve? 
If your household did NOT receive your own copy of this newspaper, please fill in the coupon below, and mail to: 
West Coast District Council Newspaper 
R.R. No. 3, Port Alberni, H.C. 
v9Y 7L7 
NAME 

BAND 

PRESENT 

ADDRESS 

Looking for work? 
District Work - 

Outreach Program - 

openings exist for one 
outreach co- ordinator and 
three outreach field 
workers, to train through 
Canada Manpower for three 
weeks in April, with field 
work to commence April 22. 
The co- ordinator will work 
out of the District Council 
office in Port Alberni, with 
each field worker to be 
housed within the area of his 
responsibility -- either 
Ucluelet- Tofino- Ahousat, 
Gold River- Tahsis- 
Esperanza, or Alberni - 
Pachena Bay. The field 
worker jobs will mainly 
involve liaison between band 
members, Canada Man- 
power, prospective em- 
ployers, and training cen- 
tres; while the co- ordinator 
will direct the activities of 
the workers and will also 
work closely with the 
Vocational Education and 
Employment Program co- 
ordinator. Apply through the 
District Council office, R.R. 
3, Port Alberni, B.C. 
Telephone 723 

Land Claims Field 
Worker -- Needed im- 
mediately, applicants for 
land claims field worker to 
work out of the West Coast 
District Council office. No 

AAtAN'S sriva; 
Shown in new -season styles arriving daily at 

RALPH'S 
MEN'S WEAR 

Suits 

Shirts 

Slacks 

Sweaters 

COME IN, AND TREAT 

YOURSELF TOA NEW LOOK! 

130 3rd. Ave. S. 

Port Alberni 723.2823 

special qualifications are 
needed for the position, 
which will include on- the -job 
training. Knowledge of the 
Indian language would be an 
asset. Work to involve 
gathering opinions at the 
band level about land 
claims, researching their 
legal and historical 
background, and acting as 
liaison between the District 
Council and the Victoria 
Land Claims Centre. Apply 
through the West Coast 
District Council office (723- 
8165) by March 29. 

Training Course - 

Pre- School Teacher 
Training - A special 13- 
week course in pre -school 
teacher training for Indian 
people will begin April 8 at 
Vancouver City College. 
Sponsored by Canada 
Manpower, this course will 
give trainees the fun- 
damentals of teaching 
principles, psychology, 
crafts, and language. 
Graduates of the course will 
be issued a temporary one - 
year licence as pre 
supervisors, which will 
enable a day -care centre to 
be opened at the Matti Mahs 
complex in Port Alberni. 
After a year of teaching, 
graduates will be required to 
take a further two months of 
in- school training in the 
summer of 1975. 
Qualifications include Grade 
12 or equivalent standing 
through work experience or 
other training, minimum 
age of 19 years and a written 
recommendation. Apply 
through a Canada Man- 
power office. 

YESOWICK'S 
/3o4ElI2g OOOd1 

"Everything you need 

for every sport" 

; 
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Summer Work 
A number of summer 

jobs working at Pacific Rim 
National Park have been 
opened to competition for 
both men and women, with 
work to run from May to 
September of this year. 

Application forms are 
available at Post Offices, 
Canada Manpower Centres 
and the Park Administration 
Office and must be mailed or 
brought to the Canada 
Manpower Centre office at 
405 Argyle Street, Port 
Alberni. 

Information Centre 
Attendants - to distribute 

information about the park 
among park visitors. Rate of 
pay is $3.21 per hour. 
Competition no. 74 -IAN- 
PPR -202. 

Revenue Collectors - to 
register and issue permits to 
park visitors using camping 
facilities. Must have valid 
B.C. driver's licence. Rate 
of pay is $3.21 per hour. 
Competition no. 74 -IAN- 
PPR -202. 

Lifeguard - to patrol 
Long Beach, help those in 
difficulty and give first aid 
when required. Must have 
ompleted a water safety 

course with qualification 
equivalent to a Bronze 
Medallion. Rate of pay is 
$3.66 per hour. Competition 
no. 74- IAN -PPR -203. 

G I Clerk- to keep 
records, dispense supplies, 
keep files, organize library 
index and slide collection, 
help prepare a newsletter, 
type and mail correspon- 
dence. Applicant must be 
able to operate a typewriter 
at 40 w.p.m. Rate of pay is 
$2.80 per hour. Competition 
no. 74- IAN -PPR -211. 

Chain Saw Operator- to 
cut and limb trees, maintain 
saws, aid in constructing 
trails and small bridges. 
Rate of pay is $3.89 per hour. 
Competition no. 74 -IAN- 
PPR -210. 

Laborers- A variety of 
positions, including con- 
struction and maintenance 
of Lifesaving Trail area, 
grounds maintenance and 
vehicle driving and main- 
tenance. Pay ranges from 
$3.60 to $3.74 per hour. 

SPECIALIZING IN 

Windshields 

Aluminum windows 

Glass replacements 

"Come and see us for all your glass needs" 

ALBERNI GLASS LTD. 
406 -3rd. Ave. N 723 -3712 
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EVEN INCLEMENT weather doesn't slow progress on the new smokehouse now under construction behind the Mahe Malls 'aht complex in Port Alberni. Snow in late February frosted the cedar blocks (foreground) donated by MacMillan and Bloedel Ltd. for splitting into shakes for the roof, but even snow didn't keep the workers away. In the 

above photo, volunteer supervisor Jacob Gallic (center) and his helper Norman Watts saw timbers into lengths. Earl Tatoosh, Jr., is also employed on the L.I.P. - sponsored project, which will be completed by late April or May. When finished, the smokehouse will hold five families smoking fish at once. Jan Broadland Photo 

Enfranchisement - -- a problem of 
discrimination against children? 

A two -week vital 
statistics course in Ottawa 
has opened the eyes of a 
Sheshaht band member to a 
problem facing the children 
of many enfranchised Indian 
women all across Canada. 

Darleen Watts, recep- 
tionist at the West Coast 
District Council of Indian 
Chiefs' office in Port 
Alberni, attended the Indian 
Affairs -sponsored course in 
early February and came 
back with a new awareness 
of the plight faced by many 
of her people. 

In 1957, Darleen said, the 
Indian Act was changed to 
state that when an Indian 
woman married a non - 
Indian man, and thus herself 
became enfranchised (i.e. 
she lost her Indian status), 
her children automatically 
also lost their status, even if 
those children were hers by 
a previous marriage to an 
Indian man. 

Except for a three -month 
appeal period immediately 
after the enfranchisement, 
loss of status was a per- 
manent thing for those 
children, especially for the 
male children.. Female 
children, of course, had the 
option to regain their Indian 
status when they grew up, 
by marrying an Indian man. 

Otherwise, the children 
had no choice about their 
status, even when they 
became of age. 

Before 1957, the Indian 
Affairs Department was 
forcing loss of status on the 
children of enfranchised 
women, even though nothing 
in the Indian Act at that time 
stated that such a course of 
action was lawful. 

The Privy Council 
corrected this mistake in 
1956, when it reinstated 
enfranchised children back 
into their bands; but the 
next year, legislation 
brought into law the en- 
franchisement of children of 
a non -status mother. 

Finally, ten years later, 
in 1967, the Indian Act was 

again changed to allow all 
children of an enfranchised 
mother to keep their Indian 
status, unless the parents 
applied to the Indian Affairs 
Department to have their 
children enfranchised. 

But this new law came 
too late for children born to 
an enfranchised m other 
during the ten years bet- 
ween 1957 and 1967, as the 
new legislation is not 
retroactive -- it covers only 
those children born after the 
law was passed in 1967. 

Hopefully, Darleen said, 
this ten -year period of 
forced enfranchisement will 
be repealed sometime in the 
next 20 years, thus allowing 
enfranchised children to 
have the choice of regaining 
their Indian status. 

"But this will only come 
about," she said, "if the 
people raise enough of a 
stink about it to show that 
they are genuinely con- 
cerned." 

Now, of course, the option 
is open to any parents to 
enfranchise their children, 
or to any children to en- 
franchise themselves when 
they come of age, but this is 
a permanent step and must 
be considered carefully. 

Darleen warned those 
thinking of such a move to 
take into account the fact 
that the federal government 
will provide funding to 
status Indians for such 
things as education, housing 
and medical needs, whereas 
enfranchised Indians do not 
receive financial aid. 

For this reason, the 
Department of Indian Af- 
fairs will now grant en- 
franchisement only to those 
who can offer proof of their 
own complete self - 
sufficiency. 

Enfranchisement is only 
one of many topics which 
Darleen learned about while 
she was in Ottawa. 

Her course enabled her to 
become a membership 
clerk, and to register with 
the federal government all 

births, deaths, marriages, 
and transfers within the 13 
bands which form the West 
Coast District Council. 

"I've really got a job 
of 

I'm really looking forward 
to it, and expect to find it 
very, very interesting." 

Staff 
Growth 
The West Coast District 

Council staff is again ex- 
panding, with six new 
members having been added 
since the last paper was 
published. 

Violet Caharal is the new recreation worker, 
replacing Mary Howard who 
moved back to Gold River 
March 1; Minnie Sant has 
been hired as janitoress; 
Kelly Sport is now an 
economic development 
trainee with the District; 
Earl Totoosh Jr., was hired 
to work on the smokehouse; 
and Jessie Lucas and Diane 
Sutherland are your two new 
eporters on the newspaper. 

Junior girls 
place second 
Twelve members of the 

West Coast Maidens junior girls' basketball team 
placed second in the Junior 
Girls' Island Basketball 
Championship in Victoria 
February 23 and 24 , losing 
in overtime to the first -place 
Duncan squad. 

The Port Alberni girls 
won games against the 
Victoria Friendship Centre, 
36 -12, and the Saanich 
Combo's, 28 to 26, but could 
not top the Duncan team, 
who edged the Maidens 28 -21 
in their first match, then 41- 
35 in the play -off game. 

Mena Fred, Mary 
Howard and coach Simon 
Lucas travelled to Victoria 
with the girls, who will be 
representing the Island in 
Prince Rupert at the end of 
March for the B.C. Cham- 
pionship. 
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THE WEST COAST MAIDENS proudly display the 
trophies they won at the First Annual Junior Girls Zone 1 

Play -Offs.They placed second at this tournament and will 

be going to the Winters Games in Prince Rupert to com- 
pete. 

-Bob Soderlund Photo 

Sewing students soon To model own fashions 
Fifty -two student 

seamstresses will be 
modelling clothes of their 
own creation in early April, 
when they hold a fashion 
show to mark the end of 10- 
week. sewing course held at 
the District Council's Maht- 
Mahs-Aht complex. 

Sewing teacher Mrs. 
Margaret Shewish of the 
Sheshaht band has been 
conducting classes since 
January 14, and heads a 
group of 17 beginners 
Monday afternoons, 9 pupils 

Monday evenings, 10 

Tuesday evenings, and 16 
advanced students on 
Thursday evenings. Mrs. 
Shewish is aided in her 
teaching by her daughter -in- 
law, Mrs. Mena Fred. 

Once this first course is 
completed, interested 
beginners can go on to the 
advanced course, while 
those completing the present 
advanced course will be 
invited to participate in an 
upholstery course, starting 
in April. 

Other classes soon to 
begin are beading and 
leatherwork, scheduled for 
around the second week in 
March at the Maht -Mahs- 
Aht complex. There is a 
nominal $2.00 charge for 
participants in the beading 
class, to cover the cost of 
materials. 

Genie Williams, District 
Council outreach counsellor, 
would also like to know how 
many people would be in- 
terested in attending 
nutrition classes, where 

ELECTROHOME 

Solid State 
Color Televisions 

an extra degree of excellence 

elemorm ac*. 
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Stereo 
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Come in and see the fine selection of Electrohome products at 

BARLOW'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTRE LTD. 

Serving the West Coast of Vancouver Island with 

RENTALS - SALES - SERVICE 

520 THIRD AVENUE NORTH, PORT ALBERNI PHONE 724 -1257 

Junior Mens 
Tourney 

At the Junior Men's zone 
One play -offs the Ahousat 

Chieftains placed first. The 
West Coast Whalers took 
second place. 

The score from the final 
game was Ahousat 106 and 
the Whalers 93. The most 
sportsmanlike team was 
Oc lue le t. 

The first All Star team 
consisted of Axel Frank - 

Ahousat, Joe David 
Whalers, Joe Campbell - 

Tillicum Haus (Nanaimo), 
Richard Little - Ahousat, 
and Vincent Smith - Whalers 
- who was also the Most 
Valuable Player. 

The second All Star team 
consisted of Lanny Ross - 

Sheshaht, Louie Frank - 

Ahousat, Paul Little - 

Whalers, Guy Little - 

Whalers and Frank Adams - 

Ahousat. 
The tournament was held 

at the Maht - Mahs 'Aht gym 
on the first weekend in 
March. 
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"good food for better living" E 
would be emphasized. Genie 
can be reached at the 
District Council office, at 
723 -8165 or. g 

GET 
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R.R. 3, Port Alberni 

Friendship Center 
Newsletter 

The Port Alberni Friendship Center invites you to come 
in any time between 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on weekdays, 
and from 3:00 to 12:00 p.m. on weekends. Coffee is always 
available, so come in and have a cup, talk awhile and rest 
your feet. 

If you have any sort of problems, we'll try our very best 
to help -you. But if we can't, we'll recommend someone 
highly qualified to help. 

The Center has a pool table that is constantly in use, but if 

you come first you may have a chance to have a game. 
If not, why not enjoy a game of ping -pong, monopoly, 

scrabble, darts, or cards? 
If you're the sitting type, you will find we have a 

television room and piles of books and magazines. So come, 
sit and relax awhile, and get to know new people, or get 
together with your friends. 

If you should have any ideas on improving the Center, do 
not hesitate to contact us. Would you like to supervise or 
organize activities for or at the Center? By all means, you 
are perfectly welcome to come in, talk it over and arrange 
for a certain time slot. 

At the moment our activities include: 
Basket weaving, with Daisy Haiyupis, at the Friendship 

Center. Classes are held Mondays, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. for 
adults, and from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. for children. 

Woolspinning, with Helen Elliott, at the Friendship 
Center. Classes are on Tuesdays, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. for 
adults, and from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. for children. 

Beading, with Kathy Joseph, at the Friendship Center. 
Classes are held Wednesdays, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m. for 
adúlts, and from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. for children. 

Sports events include: 
Junior men's basketball, Mondays, 8:00 to 10:00 p.m., at 

Smith Memorial Gym. Ages 15 to 21 years. 
Girls' volleyball, Wednesdays, 8:00 to 10:00 p.m., First 

United Church Gym. Ages 10 years and over. 
Boys' basketball, Wednesdays, 6:00 to 7:30 p.in., First 

United Church Gym. Ages 13 to 16 years. 
Senior boys' floor- hockey, Wednesdays, 8:00 to 10:00 

p.m., Eighth Avenue Elementary Gym. Ages 13 to 16 years. 
Girls' floor -hockey, Thursdays, 6:00 to 7:15 p.m., Gill 

School Gym. Ages 10 years and over. 
Junior boys' floor- hockey, Thursdays, 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., 

Gill School gym. Ages 8 to 10 years. 
Senior boys' floor- hockey, Thursdays, 8:30 to 10:00 p.m., 

Gill School Gym. Ages 13 to 16 years. 
Junior men's basketball, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., West Coast 

District Council Gym. Ages 15 to 21 years. 
Films are shown every Saturday evening at 7:00 p.m. at 

the Port Alberni Friendship Center. Everyone is welcome, 
and there is no admission charge. 

For more information on any of the above- mentioned 
events, please drop in to the Friendship Center or telephone 
723 -8281, or 723 -5011. 

First Annual Nitinat Boys, 
Floor Hockey Tournament 

By A NITINAT 
CORRESPONDENT 

Only three teams par- 
ticipated in our first tour- 
nament --the Nitinat Flyers, 
Lake Cowichan Totems and 
the Sheshaht Flyers. 

Because of poor par- 
ticipation, we had to have 
the tournament a round - 
robin affair. 

We waited till 1 p.m. 
hoping other teams would 
show up. The tournament 
officially started at 1:10 
p.m. 

The first game saw Lake 
Cowichan Totems (a group 
of 13- year -old boys) defeat 
our Flyers by a score of 7 to 
3. 

The second game was a 
very exciting one between 
the Sheshaht Flyers and 
Lake Cowichan Totems, 
with the Flyers coming out 
the winner with a score of 5 
to 3. 

The third game was a 
fairly close game until the 
third period when the 
Sheshaht Flyers defeated 
our Flyers 11 to 5. 

The eventual winner was 
the Sheshaht Flyers with 
four points; in second place 
was the Lake Cowichan 
Totems with two paints; and 
the consolation going to the 
Nitinat Flyers with zero 
points. 

The surprising team of 
the tournament was the 

FIRST ALL STAR TEAM 

Lake Cowichan Totems -- 
comprised of 12 and 13 -year- 
old boys. They played very 
well considering they played 
against older and bigger 
players. 

Here is a list of the in- 
dividual trophies won by the 
players or teams: 

Most Valuable Player: 
Howard Thomas - Lake 
Cowichan Totems; Most 
Sportsmanlike Player: 
Peter Johnson - Nitinat 
Flyers; Most Sportsmanlike 
Team Lake Cowichan 
Totems; Best Goal Keeper: 
Rick Thomas - Sheshaht 
Flyers; Leading Scorer: 
Leslie Sam - Sheshaht 
Flyers. 

All in all, the tournament 
was a very good one and all 
the people had a very good 
time -- especially the boys 
that participated. 

There was also a game 
after supper which saw the 
first and second all star 
teams play against the older 
men of the reserve. The 
local men squeezed by the 
all stars 9 to 8. 

The First Annual Nitinat 
Men's Floor Hockey 
Tournament will be held 
April 6 and 7, 1974. 

Trophies given out will be 
the same as the boys tour- 
nament -- 20 trophies in all. 

We hope there will be 
better participation. 

Goal - Rick Thomas - Sheshaht Flyers 
Defense - Willard Johnny - Lake Cowichan Totems 
Defense - Darell Watts - Sheshaht Flyers 
Centre - Howard Thomas - Lake Cowichan Totems 
Left Wing -James Peters - Lake Cowichan Totems 
Right Wing - Willard Gallic - Sheshaht Flyers 

SECOND ALL STAR TEAM 

Goal - Arnold Edgar - Lake Cowichan Totems 
Defense - Robert George - Lake Cowichan Totems 
Defense - Peter Johnson - Nitinat Flyers 
Centre - Leslie Sam - Sheshaht Flyers 
Left Wing - Greg Studd - Sheshaht Flyers 
Right Wing - Walter Edgar - Nitinat Flyers 

Basketball Tournament 
The Port Alberni couver, Richmond. 

Women's Basketball team 
came in fifth out of 13 teams. The tournament result 

This annual tournament are as follows: 1st 
took place February 22, 23 Tacoma; 2nd - Nanaimo; 
and 24 at the Musqueam 3rd - Musqueam ; 9th 
Reserve in South Van- Duncan; 5th - Port Alberni. 

e.ellsearLargest Selection -- Lowest Average Prices 
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S Check our idea centre for many 
do -it- yourself plans. 

Everything for 
home construction 
and remodelling -- 

from foundation to carpet. 
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We have years of building experience. 
Check with us when you have a 

building problem -- no obligation. 

Call us collect when placing an order. 
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CHUCK LUCAS number 20 of the Hesguiat Braves was fouled against just before time ran out in a game February 17 at the Maht Mahs gym. The game at that time was tied. Chuck made both shots and the Braves took second place in the West Coast Invitational Tournament. The team they were playing - The Victoria Bucks - placed third, while the Lummi team took thè tournament. -Bob SoderlundPhoto 

We Need 

Letters 

Opinions 

Stories 

Cartoons 

Grants To Bands 
Last year "grants to Bands," which pays the 

salaries of the band manager and secretary, of- 
fice supplies and equipment and rent of office 
space, was received in a lump sum from Indian 
Affairs for the whole of 13.C. 

The Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs then re- 
allocated this to the 15 districts. 

The West Coast District then formed a 
screening committee, in which they looked at the 
requests of the bands. The committee drew up 
some suggestions and these were adopted by the 
council. 

However, this year, the Federal Govern- 
ment has decided to change this. They have 
drawn up some kind of "formula" and will be 
sending money straight from Ottawa to the 
bands. 

The chiefs were very concerned about this, 
since Ottawa would not know about the problems 
the bands have and what the bands' needs are. 

They felt that because of this, some of the 
bands would not receive their fair share. 

Since all the facts are not known on this, the 
chiefs have decided that an emergency meeting 
will be called as soon as all information has been 
received. 

Western Motors Ltd. 

- BOBCAT - PINTO - MAVERICK - COMET 

FORD - MERCURY 

"The Gas Savers" 

All Available Now 

Western Motors - Used Car Location 
3rd. and Bute Street in Port Alberni 

WE ALWAYS HAVE OVER 50 USED CARS 

AND TRUCKS -- IN ALL PRICE RANGES 

Phone 723 -7355 



JO- March:ti; i9ia,'PortAlberni, B.0 

AQUACULTURE OF OYSTERS 
By ROBERT GUNN The Lummi project has 

harvested about 100,000 
I suppose a simple pounds of fish so far -- worth 

description of aquaculture about $90,000 it is said. 
is. farming the sea. When we One important point to talk about farming, we think about in aquaculture, 
mean that we grow things, is what you are going to feed 
and therefore have more the fish. Sometimes, if the 
control over them. food has to be shipped in, 

We can harvest the fish you would get more money 
or whatever, when their from the traditional way of 
quality is best. Jigging for fishing -- from a boat! 
cod, or trolling for salmon -- However, if you were 
we get what we can -- which going to raise oysters, you 
can depend on luck. But if wouldn't have to worry 
we had the cod or salmon in about the cost of food, since 
a big pond, we could put in a they just eat things out of the 
hand net and take what we sea water. 
pleased. In deep water, which is 

O.K. that's aquaculture. rich in the goodies oysters 
With aquaculture, there eat, they can be grown 

would be no Indian vertically -- say from a wire 
Fishermen's Assistance suspended from a raft, or 
Program to have to worry even some boom sticks 
about, no boat, no gas, np joined together. The oysters 
gear, no boat costs - you are grown on shells fixed on 
could just wait and watch. the wire which the oyster 

This has been tried and is seed (spat) has fixed itself 
being done now. Lummi has to. 
an aquaculture project that What the commercial 
is well known. They have seed gatherers do, is to set 
captured behind walls, large empty oyster shells on five 
areas of sea water in which to six -foot wires, where the 
they are growing oysters young oysters hopefully 
and salmon. come to rest after two to 

There is also a project at three weeks of being carried 
Squaxin Island, run by the by currents. 
Small Tribes of Western As many as 1,000 young 
Washington. Instead of oysters may attach them - 

building walls to make selves to a single shell, 
ponds for the fish, etc., they although not more than 20 to 
enclosed areas with nets. 30 live. Around October, 
This method is much less these shell strings are 
expensive to set up. removed from where they 

The small tribes made are and put on wires for a 
$71,000 from a harvest last raft culture (they already 
spring and expect to make have a hole in them from 
$100,000 this spring. before). 

Before they are strung 
from the rafts, they often 
have to spend a further year 
on the bottom to allow them 
to reach one to one and a half 
inches in length. The oysters 
can then reach a market size 
with only one more summer 
( March to November) on the 
raft. It would take two more 
years to reach this size if 
they remained on the bot- 
tom. 

One way to improve upon 
this Would be to sell them at 
a smaller size than is being 

done at present; for 
example, cocktail oysters. 

The season does not 
conflict with salmon fishing 
(work is done in March and 
November -- possibly later 
in the cold water of the west 
coast), and so there is little 
work required on the rafts 
during the summer. It would 
be an ideal way for fisher. 
men to increase their in- 
come. 

The method of 
aquaculture discussed here 
is not very grand, but is very 

effective. A few boom logs -- 
bought or beachcombed - 

wire, concrete anchors, and 
oyster spat (seed), do not 
cost too much and there is 
money to be made, or food to 
be had. 

What is more important 
is that it has been proved to 
work in the waters of the 
west coast. 

For more information 
please contact Nelson 
Keitlah or Robert Gunn at the West Coast District 
Council office. 

OYSTERS. HUNG on wires from a raft that is firmly anchored, grow much faster than on the ocean bottom. This is because there is much more food in the water for them to eat closer to the surface. 

Fishermen join Native Brotherhood 
At a meeting of the West 

Coast Om eek Fishermen 
held at Opitsaht on 
February 27, the fishermen 
voted in favor of joining the 
Native Brotherhood. 

This came about as a 

A local of the Native 
Brotherhood can be formed 
by either 15 or 20 members 
joining and a representative 
from each local can go to the 
conventions. 

result of the fishermen's The fishermen present concern that they did not felt that not only would they have any say in the issues be gaining a voice by joining that affect them in the in- the Brotherhood, but that dustry. they would be adding Although there was a strength to the Brotherhood. split between the west coast 
fishermen and the Native 
Brotherhood in the past - 

because the west coast 
fishermen felt they were not 
being properly represented - 

it is hoped that enough 
fishermen will join to form 
several locals. 

When the Chairman, 
Nelson Keitlah, asked the 
members what they wished 
to do about the West Coast 
Omeek Fishermen, since 
they had funds. the general 
feeling was that this 
organization was also 
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We Need Poetry 

We Need Artwork 
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DOMESTIC AND INDUSTRIAL MACHINES 

' SALES 
RENTALS 

' REPAIRS 
ALL MAKES 

AUTHORIZED DEALER FOR 

WHITE - ELNA - BERNINA 
PFAFF - NECCHI - BROTHER 

CONSEW L ADLER 
HUSOVARNA 

PASSAP KNITTING MACHINES 

Drop in for a tree demonstration 
Of 10 dISCUSS Ywr Sewing prpblems 

>24. 0333 
111 - yd. Ave. S. 

Port Alberni 

serving a purpose and 
should be continued. This 
will be discussed at a future 
meeting. 

The meeting adjourned 
so that everyone could enjoy 
some good fish soup that the 
ladies at Opitsaht made. 

"Always interested in 
buying Indian Crafts" 

NOOTKA HOUSE 

w..m 

STILL HIBERNATING? 
Still wearing those old winter wollens? 

WELL, WAKE UP! 

And amble on down to 

CLOTHES CLOSET 

Where you'll find 

a whole array 
of Spring 

723 -5231 

apparel 
for men 

380 Johnston Road, Port Alberni 

Minstrel's Muse 
("minstrel": a poet. "muse ": poetic inspiration). 

Get Together, Indians 
By B. FRED 

White man came with his greed. 
He stole our land, took the lead. 
He ruled our people with his law. 
He wasn't pleased with what he saw. 
He gave us laws we didn't understand. 
He dressed us up, but raped our land. 
He taught us his civilized tongue. 
He spoke of a God to our young. 
He forbade us to feast in our old ways. 
He let us hunt only on certain days. 
He gave us his evils, beer and wine. 
Then gave us land papers to sign. 
He ruined our people, but not our pride, 
So get together, Indians, don't run and hide. 

Hey, Indian! 
Stand up, look around. 
There are things going on. 
Yeah, you, Indian'. 
Hold your head up. 
Speak out 
Get together. 
Join hands and forces. 
Look ahead. 
Be strong. 
Do things right. 
Do it with pride. 
We can make it together. 

White man stole the right from us 
To know our own tongue. 
Now we must learn to ask and listen 
To the elders of our tribes 
So we will never lose the beauty of our past, 
And learn the songs of our ancestors 
So we will never lose the legends of our land, 
And learn the crafts of our people 
So we will never lose these beautiful arts, 
And continue to be proud to be an Indian 
And we cantine in this white man's world together. 

The future is brighter for you, young ones. 
Learn in school, for it will help 
You to deal with the white leader. 
Hold your head high 
For in days to come we will 
Be a strong force. 

Savage Beauty 
By HAROLD AMOS 

Get up in the morning 
To witness a beautiful transformation. 
The sun gingerly shining down on you. 
The heavenly scent of salty fresh air filling your nostrils. 
The early morning ocean breeze caressing your weather - 
beaten face. 

Maybe a blanket of fog, 
So thick you can't see a foot ahead of you. 
Surrounding you, passing right through you. 
Chilling you to the bare bone. 
Cuddly, chilly; mysterious ... yet 
An indescribable beauty. 

Or a high rough sea. 
Tossing you around 
Like a cork in a bath tub. 
The wind just a- whistling, 
Howling, screaming and such 
Rain pelting down mercilessly, 
Coming down as if it were going out of style. 

Yes, the weather is unpredictable. 
Every day proves to be a challenge. 
Sometimes it is your enemy, 
Savage, merciless and relentless_ 
Other times, it is your friend, 
Calm, placid and compassionate. 

Song for Fine Weather 
For Port Alberni Valley 

By EDGAR CHARLIE 

O good sun, 
Look thou down upon us 
Shine, Shine, on us, 0 Sun, 
Gather up the clouds, wet black under thy arms, 
That the rain and soot may cease to fall, 
Because our friends are all there in that valley, 
Ready to go fishing, 
Ready for the hunt, 
Therefore look kindly on them, O good Sun! 
Give us peace within our tribes, 
And with all our enemies, 
Again, again, we call - -- 

Hear us, hear us, O good Sun. 
"Give thine good weather to Port Alberni." 
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It's fresh and bright. It's new and 
natural. It's the joyous time of the 
year to don a new outlook and out- 
fit. Woodward's makes it spring to 
life in marvellous colors, textures 
and designs. Be part of it... at 
Wood wn rd' c 

Prices Effective till March 30, 1974 



r 

12 March 11, 1974, Port Alberni, B.C. 

TSE- SHAHTS HOST HERITAGE CANADA 
By JESSIE LUCAS 

"Directly after the feast, 
the Tse -Shaht Dancers 
entertained the governors 
with their traditional songs 
and dances, which evidently 
were a huge success, 
judging from the response of 
all the guests." 

George Clutesi leaned 
back and smiled as he 
remembered the pleasure of 
hosting the governors of 
Heritage Canada for an 
evening last month. 

Who are the governors of 
Heritage Canada? They are 

a new independent society. 
They were formed in 

April of 1973, and consist of 
10 of Canada's most eminent 
people, including Dr. George 
Clutesi. 

Their first meeting was 
held in Ottawa, where the 
present government gave 
them a grant of 12 million 
dollars. Heritage Canada, at 
the meeting, also deemed 
themselves as being com- 
pletely independent. 

At their second meeting 
in New Brunswick, the 
governors decided to 
become a charitable society. 

They can assist other 
deserving societies who wish 
to preserve old sites, old 
buildings and historical 
possessions, but are 
prohibited in making any 
outright donations. 

There are further plans 
underway to make available 
a sum of money every year 
to these societies. Heritage 
Canada also decided to buy 
historic sites, for the benefit 
of the public, rather than for 
mu seums. 

After visiting Vancouver 
and meeting with city of- 
ficials and the local heritage 

society, the governors' third 
official meeting was held in 
Victoria. 

The provincial govern- 
ment hosted a luncheon for 
the society, while the 
lieutenant -governor hosted 
the dinner. 

It was in Victoria that 
George Clutesi persuaded 
the governors to visit Port 
Alberni to experience the 
beauties of Cathedral Grove 
and to view the famous rock 
carvings of Sproat Lake. 

During the afternoon, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ford en- 
tertained the governors in 

their home on Sproat Lake, 
while in the evening, an 
Indian feast was held in 
their honor at the Tse -Shaht 
Cultural Building. 

Such choice food as dried 
and half- smoked fish, 
oysters, and blueberries 
were served. Ham and 
various vegetables were 
also available. Surprisingly, 
the governors took to our 
"foreign" menu with great 
appetities. 

After the feast, the Tse- 
Shaht dancers performed. 
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WE CARE 
ABOUT YOU i 

At the Alberni Credit Union, 
we'd like to help you manage 

your money -- 

in a way which will bring 
security to you now, and to 
your children in the future. 

Come in -- we're here to listen 

BRANCHES: Port Alberni 
Tahsis 
Gold River 
Uc luelet 

AT YOUR 

CREDIT UNION 


