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2003 Aboriginal Strategies
Conference

When: October 6-8, 2003
Where: The Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Boulevard, Edmonton, Alberta

What: This conference will provide tools to help people find and interpret information for
effective strategic planning and decision-making. This is an exciting and positive opportunity
to learn about advances in the areas of Labour Market and Employment, Community Planning,
Economic Development, Health Care, Education, Housing, Justice, Children and Youth and all
levels of Government.

Who should attend: Planners, Managers, Decision Makers, Academics and all levels of
Government from both urban and rural areas.

Featuring: Entertainment by Susan Aglukark and Keynote Speakers Dr. Doug Norris, Dr.
Stephen Cornell, Dr. Cora Voyageur and Dr. David Newhouse.
Check website for updates on more speakers.
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Supplying 10% of Canada’s oil needs is no small feat. In
fact it takes big ideas, big thinkers and big commitments
to make it all happen.

e

ﬁ?he Athabasca Oil Sands Proiect-‘g‘
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June 19 marks the official opening of the Athabasca Oil
Sands Project, including the Muskeg River Mine near
. Fort McMurray and the Scotford Upgrader near Fort
B|g Thanks Saskatchewan. The owners of the Athabasca Oil Sands
Project give a Big Thanks to the employees, communities

J and trades people for thinking big with us.

We tip our (hard) hats to you.

Get out into the community and
take some pictures that best
capture the theme:

“Our People In Qur Community”

Send your entry by October 1st, 2003 to:
Windspeaker Photo Contest T—
13245 - 146 Sireet Pick out your best photos and send them to Windspeaker. Two
Edmonton, AB T51 488 photos will be selected ond owarded $1,500 each. In addition,
the two selected photos will grace the 2004 Aboriginal History
Calendor sponsored by Scotiabank and to be distributed in
Windspeoker's December 2003 issue. Now that’s famel

Wind

Spe § Scotiabank
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and interpret information for Too close to call 8 z
iti d positi ortunit : i i i i !
lynr:fnincng;n:;&pglannin; The chiefs of the Assembly of First Nations will gather in §
e, Children and Youth and all Edmonton on July 16 to chose a new national chief, and the race 3
promises to be a tight one with third place holding the power. ‘o
& gm

, Academics and all levels of Gone bUt not forgotten 9
With the summer break of the House of Commons, the First
Nations governance act died on the order paper, but it could
reappear in September depending on whether Paul Martin cut a
deal with Indian Affairs Minister Robert Nault for his support.
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peakers Dr. Doug Norris, Dr.
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Diversification Cansda

Funding frozen; election meddling alleged 10

The CEO of the Assembly of First Nations is accusing Indian
Affairs Minister Robert Nault of taking an unhealthy interest in
who will be the next national chief. Funds to the AFN have been
frozen until after the general assembly in July, but Nault said it's
not the election he's concerned with. He's wondering if last year's
money has been misappropriated to fight the governance act.

Circle of Trade Show Guide

Business is coming to town to take part in the Assembly of First
Nations tradeshow. Windspeaker looks at the boom in today's
partnerships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal businesses,
and those organizations bringing the parties together.

Departments

[ rants and raves ] 5

Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development]

Canada

small feat. In
sommitments
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What good can come of prosecuting a ruined old man? And
doesn't it seem the slightest bit strange that in a province where
the police force has been targeting Native people for starlight
cruises and a federal MP is using taxpayers' money to spew
nonsense about the Native population that the only person
singled out for punishment for racism is a Native man?

[ what's happening] 7

Community events in Indian Country for May and beyond.

[ strictly speaking] 14 & 15

We're missing the point on the Assembly of First Nations says
columnist Dan David, plus Zebedee Nungak, Drew Hayden Taylor,
Tuma Young, Ann Brascoupé, and Dr. Gilles Pinette.

[ top 30]

Takes a break for the summer.

[ rare intellect] 16

Sherman Alexie's new book, Ten Little Indians, is a collection of
nine stories about the ordinary Indian. Plus, Bernd Christmas and
Brenda Chambers, each on a book they would recommend.

[ windspeaker confidential ] 19

Thomas J. Burke became the first Native person to be elected to a
legislature in Atlantic Canada this month.

[ canadian classroom ] 22 & 23

What would your chess set look like? Native artists in Quebec
were given the challege to create chess sets that would tell a story
close to their hearts. Also, the last in a series of stories about
struggles of the Indigenous people of the South Pacific.

[ buffalo spirit] 24 & 25
Similkameen Elder Mary Louie talks about the patience required
in finding the right people to help you on your spiritual journey,
and one woman in Ontario vows to protect an ancient ossuary.

[ footprints ] 26

Ross Powless was a talented lacrosse player and coach, but more
than that he was a loving husband, father and community
member. He passed away last month at the age of 76.
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Windspeaker is published by the Aboriginal Multi-Media Society (AMMSA)
Canada's largest publisher of Aboriginal news and information.
AMMSA's other publications include:

ADVERTISING

The advertising deadline for the
August 2003 issue of Windspeaker is
July 10, 2003. Alberta Sweetgrass — The Aboriginal Newspaper of Alberta
Call toll free at

1-800-661-5469 ;
for more information. BC Raven's Eye — The Aboriginal Newspaper of B.C. and Yukon
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Saskatchewan Sage — The Aboriginal Newspaper of Saskatchewan

Ontario Birchbark — The Aboriginal Newspaper of Ontario
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NAIT | bring on the future
Considering

b @l REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

T Consultants are invited to sub- Proposals must be submitted

INDTAN mit a proposal to provide event no later than 2:00 p.m CST,

'H\?.'.'\](ﬂ,ﬂ:t planning services for the Western Thursday, July 10, 2003 to the
Canada Symposium on Abor- attention of Glenys Hanson,
iginal People in Trades to be SIAST Administrative Offices,
held in Saskatoon in October 2004. 400 - 119 4th Avenue South,
Interested consultants may Saskatoon, SK S7K 5X2

The new NAIT Continuing Education Fall & Winter Calendar offers over 1,200 part-time, obtain an information package
: OBl by calling SIAST Administrative ® SIAST
evening and weekend courses to help you grow personally and professionally. Offices at (306) 933-5275. SASTCrEw T o —

Get course details and register online, or call for your free copy.

Phone: (780) 471-6248  www.nait.ab.ca/coned

Sans

NAIT's Academic Upgrading
courses will get you started

working toward a career.

We can also provide customized
training in your community.
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Your Distribution Specialists
« Timely delivery service, multiple warehouses

evqeewmwn I

Interested? Please call ...

Stephen Crocker, Manager £ _ g facilit
Aboriginal Training Projects ectronic reporting iacilities

Phone:  (780) 378-5035 | Easy to read order guide/catalogues
Fax: (780) 471-8993 Quarterly flyer "Sales Specials”
E-mail:  scrocker@nait.ab.ca Multiple ordering options

Low shipping minimums

Central Office:
5445 - 8th Street NE

//\/-Vﬂiﬁ ' Calgary, Alberta T2M 4M5

THE NORTHERN ALBERTA Phone: (403) 275-7360

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Fax: (403) 275-3921
The NAIT HP Centre | 11762 - 106 Street | Suite 2000 | Edmonton, AB | T5G 2R1 | www.nait.ab.ca Website: www.wacl.com

NO PAYMENTS
s FOR 90 DAYS!

FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN CANADA!

FREE TRI

Anywhere West]et flies!

......

*TRIP - $400 Westjet Gift Certificate on approved deal.
*PRICE - Down Payment may be required. O.A.C. *90 Days - O.A.C.
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Type of vehicle required: Car[[] Truck [] Van[] suv[C] Do you presently own a vehicle? Yes No I | |
| you p y Trading In? Yes No |
| Name: (First) (Middle) (Last) E
| Sociallnsurance No.: | Birth Date: Status No.: f |
| Present Address:
| Home No.: Work No.: | '
' ork No.: Cell No.: '
' Employer: , Address: :
How Long? : .
| g , Wages: $ Have you had any previous credit? Yes No :
|, theundersigned, warrant the truth, accura d I f ingi i ]
: report, and the dealer is authorized to: ;' l:\);;:ig‘:t’? rltal;tci::s:: :nctih:rf\orlf)g::iltnlfic;:at'l;n’;nd SRS e PRRERSERI® e occalise o bl spRess Aegi-trtt [
| e e % ol e ploy ry; 2. Procure or cause to be prepared a consumer report or personal investigation; and 3. Release I
L Fax Back to: (204) 222-1354 Applicant's Signature: - WS :
Pa i
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} PROPOSALS

Proposals must be submitted
no later than 2:00 p.m CST,
Thursday, July 10, 2003 to the
attention of Glenys Hanson,
SIAST Administrative Offices,
400 - 119 4th Avenue South,
Saskatoon, SK S7K 5X2

SIAST
SASKATCHEWAN INSTITUTE OF

APPLIED SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

HNG THE RETAILER SINCE 1921

Specialists
llitiple warehouses
2S
atalogues
cials"

Dear Editor:

I would question last month’s

 writer of the letter entitled, Act has

grassroots support.

Who is this character that claims
to be speaking for the grassroots level
of First Nations people? I'm a grass-
roots level First Nations person and I
do not support the Indian Affairs
Minister Robert Nault’s First Nations
governance act, Bill C-7.

I say no to Bill C-7. This is just
another Department of Indian Affairs
tactic to slow down the process of
more important issues, like housing,
health, youth, Elders, finding justice
and resolutions for our veterans and
residential school survivors.

The Department of Indian Affairs
knows that they have a losing battle
(on their hands) when dealing with
these issues.

Sure, I also agree that there should

[ rants and raves ]

Speak for yourself on C-7

be a certain amount of accountabil-
ity and transparency from the First
Nations leaders to the people they
claim to represent, but why go
through the process of putting a halt
on trying to solve the more impor-
tant issues just to invent a silly new
bill?

I salute people like the chief of the
assembly of First Nations, Matthew
Coon Come. Keep up the fight. I for
one fully support you. Maybe one day
I will even get a chance to vote for
you just the way I am, a lowly grass-
roots First Nations person.

All the problems we face today in
the present are caused by the Depart-
ment of Indian Affairs. Take the is-
sues like the First Nations veterans
and the residential school survivors.
These are problems that were caused

by the Department of Indian Affairs

and all because they wanted to assimi-

late us into white society. And now
you back-stabbers that support Bill C-
7 call yourselves First Nations people.
You should be ashamed of yourselves.
If you are First Nations people, then
I am ashamed to be called one.

And as for Indian Affairs Minister
Robert Nault, where are all those
grassroots level supporters you claim
to have supporting your silly Bill C-
7? They cannot all be so frightened
like a bunch of scared mice hiding in
a dark corner, scared of reprisals.

Check me out. I exist under your
Indian Affairs brand. What more
harm can you do to me that you
haven’t already done?

You stole my life at an early age by
forcing me to attend residential school
and your henchmen took away my
livelihood in the timber harvest in-
dustry. And I'm supposed to support
your silly fantasies? Dream on.

—Victor Misponas
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Open letter to Robert Nault:
Although words like First Nations
or First Nations governance are be-
ing used in this act and by govern-
ment spokespeople, especially to the
media, they really mean Indian bands
and council of the band(s).
However, given that this act will
make spending of band funds and
earned dollars more accountable and
transparent—I whole-heartedly sup-

port this act.
—Albert Wilson

Dear Editor:
I am a Westbank Indian band mem-
ber and believe there was an injustice

-done to my family by chief and coun-

cil. I watched the video made for their
promotion of the band’s self-govern-
‘ment legislation. I was appalled to see
my deceased parents’ pictures used,
stating that they were striving for self-
government.

My parents believed in sharing and
living off the land, not in laws written
for personal gain and the power to con-
trol the land and taxes.

Council did not even have the cour-
tesy to contact my family for permis-
sion to use my parents’ pictures.

My parents passed away 27 yearsand
32 years ago, long before Westbank
Indian band ever thought about nego-
tiating self-government. My parents
had no knowledge about what self-gov-
ernment would become.

For all you non-Natives living on the
Westbank First Nation band lands, I
suggest you move while you can before

you get taxed to death.
—M.J. Louie

[ talk 1t up ] July's suggested topic

—Issues the Assembly of First Nations should be tackling

Concern for the Yukon peoples

My main concern is what is hap-
pening with our people up in the
Yukon territories. I don’t know if you
know, but there has been a number
of people who have signed off their
land claims agreement, eight of them
in total.

My concern is that these people are
now becoming enfranchised. I think
it’s the biggest enfranchisement in
Canadian history and nobody seems

2%

July 2003
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to be taking note of it, and I'm kind
of wondering why.

They are no longer First Nations
bands. They have an entity unto
themselves. They say they have self-
government, but it is even lower
than municipal-type government.
So I am wondering why there
haven’t been any stories coming out
of all these things that are happen-
ing to us.

We're one of the First Nations sit-
ting at the table, but we haven't rati-
fied any agreements yet, and I think
other people need to start talking
about these kind of things, and it be-
comes very important when we start
dealing with the obligations of the
Crown, as it relates to the Indigenous
population of Canada . . . and the

Americas, for that matter.
—Stanley G.

SARS claims another

Although Toronto is told that the
second cluster of SARS cases is on the
decline, another tragedy has occurred.
A day set aside to honor the Aborigi-
nal people of this nation has been
overshadowed by a SARS benefit,
“concert for commerce” for the
Greater Toronto Area.

Again First Nation’s peoples are
shown the disrespect by being rel-
egated to obscurity. The priorities and
inconsideration of the planners of this
event show no forethought in choos-
ing a date that has already been des-
ignated annually to acknowledge the
recognition and contributions of the
First Nation’s people. To taint Na-
tional Aboriginal Day with a SARS
benefit has only served to make an-
other victim.

—e-mailed comment

Call 1-800-661-5469 and ask for
Windspeaker's talk it up line, then leave
your message
or e-mail us at edwind@ammsa.com
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Sunday's @ 6:30 on

www.a-channel.com
Sharing Circle is an A-Channel Production Fund Original
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NATIONAL
ABORIGINAL DAY
EVENTS &
POWWOW
June 21 - 22, 2003
Saskatoon, SK
(306) 931-6767

42ND ANNUAL
AAMJIWNAANG
POWWOW
June 28 - 29, 2003
Sarnia, ON
(519) 336-2968

WAHPETON
DAKOTA NATION
POWWOW
July 4 - 6, 2003
Wahpeton Dakota First
Nation, SK
(306) 764-6649

CALGARY
STAMPEDE &
WORLD FAMOUS
RODEO
July 4 - 13, 2003
Calgary, AB
1-800-661-1767

MANDAREE
HIDATSA
CELEBRATION
POWWOW
July 18 - 20, 2003
Mandaree, ND
(701) 759-3277

l 20
10TH ANNUAL
ANISHINAABE

FAMILY
LANGUAGE &
CULTURE CAMP
July 25 - 27, 2003
Manistee, Mi
{213) 933-4406 or
(213) 392-6421

27

SQUAMISH
NATION
16TH ANNUAL
YOUTH POWWOW
August 1 - 3, 2003
Vancouver, BC
(604) 986-2120 or
1-877-611-7474

5TH ANNUA
ANISHINABE

Orillia, ON

(705) 497-912

ext. 2261 or

1-877-702-520

June 30, 200
Duck Lake, S
(306) 467-452

ALL NATIO

FREEDOM
GATHERIN(
July 7, 2003

Williams Lake,

(250) 989-232

T7EDC GOL
CHALLENG
July 28, 2003
Calgary, AB
(403) 251-9242
1-800-691-607

CELEBRATIC
August 1 -4, 20
Manitoulin Island,
(705) 859-238

“Division of Birchwood

July 2003
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NATIONAL

5TH ANNUAL

NATIONAL ABORIGINAL RETURN OF THE

(519) 336-2968

IHS MENTAL 3RD ANNUAL
ABORIGINAL DAY ANISHINABEK HEALTH CONFERENCE: WOMEN IN DRUMS TRADITIONAL
EVENTS & VETERANS TRAINING NEW INITIATIVES BUSINESS COMMUNITY POWWOW
POWWOW MEMORIAL GOLF June 24 - 26, 2003 IN RESTORATIVE CONFERENCE POWWOW & June 28 - 29, 2003
June 21 - 22, 2003 TOURNAMENT Sioux Falls, ND JUSTICE June 26 - 27, 2003 FESTIVAL Dokis First Nation, ON
Saskatoon, SK June 23, 2003 (405) 325-1790 PRACTICES Niagara Falls, ON June 27 - 29, 2003 (705) 763-9939 or
(306) 931-6767 Orillia, ON June 25 - 26, 2003 (519) 754-3302 Owen Sound, ON (705) 763-2269
(705) 497-9128 Saskatoon, SK (519) 371-1147
ext. 2261 or (604) 530-3840 or
1-877-702-5200 1-888-,

June 22 23 24 26 27 28
42ND ANNUAL OKEMASIS CULTURAL 8TH ANNUAL NORTHERN WHITE BEAR
AAMJIWNAANG TREATY DAYS SIMILARTIES MIAWPUKEK CHEYENNE FIRST NATIONS
POWWOW June 30, 2003 July 1, 2003 TRADITIONAL ANNUAL JULY SUMMER
June 28 - 29, 2003 Duck Lake, SK Port Alberni, BC POWWOW 4TH POWWOW CELEBRATION

Sarnia, ON (306) 467-4523 (250) 723-2323 July 3 - 6, 2003 July 4 - 6, 2003 2003

Conne River, NL
(709) 882-2710

Lame Deer, MT
(406) 477-6284

July 4 - 6, 2003
White Bear, SK
(306) 577-2426

6

CALGARY
STAMPEDE &
WORLD FAMOUS
RODEO
July 4 - 13, 2003
Calgary, AB
1-800-661-1767

13

MANDAREE
HIDATSA
CELEBRATION
POWWOW
July 18 - 20, 2003
Mandaree, ND
(701) 759-3277

or (306) 577-2461
> July Independence
29 30 | CanadaDay ] 3 | Day (USA) 4 2
WAHPETON ALL NATIONS ALL NATIONS NORTH 40TH ANNUAL SAGAMOK
DAKOTA NATION FREEDOM HEALING AMERICAN SAC & FOX ANISHNABEK
POWWOW GATHERING GATHERING INDIAN DAYS POWWOW 19TH ANNUAL
July 4 - 6, 2003 July 7, 2003 July 8, 2003 July 10 -13, 2003 July 10 -13, 2003 TRADITIONAL
Wahpeton Dakota First Williams Lake, BC . | . Quesnel, BC SASKATCHEWAN Browning, MT Stroud, OK POWWOW
Nation, SK (250) 989-2324 {250) 249-9611 FIRST NATIONS (406) 338-7276 (405) 968-9531 “HONORING THE
(306) 764-6649 4 SUMMER GAMES ELDERS”
July 5 - 10, 2003 July 11 - 12, 2003
Flying Dust First Massey, ON
Nation, SK (705) 865-2171

(306) 236-4437 or

1-888-236-4437 O 10 11 12

AFN'S STANDING KLONDIKE DAYS EAGLE LAKE
24TH ANNUAL ARROW July 17 - 26, 2003 FIRST NATION
GENERAL POWWOW Edmonton, AB MEN'S FASTBALL
ASSEMBLY July 17 - 20, 2003 1-888-800-7275 TOURNAMENT
July 15 - 17, 2003 Elmo, MT July 18 - 20, 2003
Edmonton, AB (406) 849-5968 Migisi Sahgaigan, ON

(613) 241-6789
ext. 297

(807) 775-5660 or
(807) 775-1157

STURGEON LAKE '

POWWOW
July 22 - 24, 2003
Shellbrook, SK
(306) 764-1872

(213) 933-4406 or
(213) 392-6421

20 21
10TH ANNUAL T7EDC GOLF
ANISHINAABE CHALLENGE

FAMILY July 28, 2003
LANGUAGE & Calgary, AB
CULTURE CAMP (403) 251-9242 or
July 25 - 27, 2003 1-800-691-6078
Manistee, Mi

August 1 - 3, 2003
Vancouver, BC
(604) 986-2120 or
1-877-611-7474

27 28
SQUAMISH 43RD ANNUAL
NATION CULTURAL
16TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION
YOUTH POWWOW August 1 - 4, 2003

Manitoulin Island, ON
(705) 859-2385

Aufo
Connection

(306) 425-3284

18 19
CONTEMPORARY LARONGE
NATIVE ART 1ST ANNUAL
FESTIVAL COMPETITION
July 25, 2003 POWWOW
Wendake, QC July 25 - 27, 2003
(418) 843-5550 LaRonge, SK

25 26|

10TH ANNUAL 12TH ANNUAL

TRADITIONAL WAGMATCOOK
POWWOW FIRST NATION

August 1 - 3, 2003 POWWOW

Thessalon First
Nation, ON
(705) 842-2670

August 1 - 3, 2003
Wagmatcook, NS
(902) 295-2492

August 1

2

MILLBROOK GEMAHAAJING

FIRST NATION 13TH ANNUAL
ANNUAL TRADITIONAL
POWWOW POWWOW
August 8 - 10, 2003 August 8 - 10, 2003
Truro, NS Serpent River First

Nation, ON
(705) 844-2418

(902) 897-9199

INCLUDEYOUR EVENT BY

TOLL FREE: 1-866-328-5070 OR FAX: 1-204-667-9381

OVER 1000 NEW & USED CARS, TRUCKS & MINI-VANS

1-866-328-5070

“Division of Birchwood Automotive”

FINANCING THROUGH:
Ford Credit, GMAC, Royal Bank, Scotia Bank, TD and other |

*
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DELIVERY IN THREE WORKING DAYS

ASK ABOUT OUR REFERRAL FEE

July 2003
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

As predicted here last month, the campaign for Assembly of
First Nations national chief will be a three-candidate affair in-
volving incumbent Matthew Coon Come, former national chief
Phil Fontaine and Roberta Jamieson, a recent arrival as an elected
participant, but no stranger to the national political stage.

The election will be the centrepiece of the three-day AFN
annual general assembly to be held this year at the Shaw Con-
ference Centre in downtown Edmonton from July 15 to 17.

With three strong candidates in the running, many backroom
organizers are predicting a heavy turnout for the election.

Windspeaker contacted each campaign team shortly after
the race officially began on June 12. On- and off-the-record
conversations revealed the candidates all know it will be a
tightly contested battle. With only three people in the run-
ning, the AFN election format that calls for the last place
finisher in each ballot to be dropped will be a huge factor. All
three camps are now playing the political chess game, trying
to figure out how to stay out of that last place position in the
first ballot and also working on a plan to attract support from
the candidate who does end up being eliminated first.

Each of the candidates has a solid core group of support.
Coon Come brings support from his home territory in North-
ern Quebec. Jamieson has the allegiance of the implementa-
tion committee, a group of chiefs that formed in March 2002
to push the sovereignty agenda. Fontaine appears to have most
of the all-important British Columbia First Nations Summit
support along with his base of Manitoba chiefs.

Coon Come, 47, has been criticized for alienating the fed-
eral government and presiding over substantial budget cuts as
a result of his confrontational stand, but he offered no apolo-
gies. Vote for him and you'll get more of the same, the former
James Bay Cree leader said. In fact, any First Nation leader
who isn’t earning the wrath-of the federal government just
isn’t doing the job, he added.

“That has always been my view. There is a strategy to un-
dermine the leadership in this country, cutting the funding
when you speak the truth, attempting to marginalize the peo-
ple. To me, the greatest indicator when you're fighting for the
rights of your people is when you see the reaction of the gov-
ernment. That means that you are doing the right thing,” he
said. “When 1 led this fight, I knew that the government would
come after me. I knew that from my own experience when I
was with the Crees. I was told we had no rights. So we went
to the court of public opinion. When they wanted to build
dams, we stopped them. When they wanted to secede from
Canada and take our land without our consent, we stopped
them. When they tried to cut trees on our land, we stopped
them. We declared we had rights. We didn’t ask the courts.
For me, it goes beyond the courts. Justice will not be ob-
tained from colonial courts. It will be obtained through the
political realm. That’s where I feel comfortable. That’s where
I will pursue advancing our causes.”

Fontaine believes Coon Come lost sight of the real issues.
The 58-year-old former Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs grand
chief, who resigned as chief commissioner of the Indian Claims
Commission in order to pursue the job he lost to Coon Come
in 2000, advocates getting away from confrontation and
putting the attention back on the bread-and-butter issues.

“In the informal surveys and polling we've done, clearly the
pressing issues have to do with social conditions, and I am
suggesting that we have to refocus. We have to turn our minds
and attention to the serious challenge about what to do about
social conditions. What are we going to de about housing,
health, education, the environment, creating jobs, revitaliz-
ing our economies? And I believe there has not been, in the
last while, enough serious attention on these matters. They've
been given short shrift and I believe our people have been
short-changed in this regard. We've been largely ineffective,
set back years,” he said. “The big issue, bar none, from what
we've learned, is that people are interested in getting on with
the job of turning things around, turning crisis situations into
opportunity. Five families living in a two- or three-bedroom
house don't care whether we're running from protest to pro-
test. I believe that we've been consumed by rhetoric and we
have to move beyond that. We have to focus on building strohg
people whose voices themselves will deliver our communities
back to strength and to be self-governing.”

(see Race begins page 10.)
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Matthew Coon Come has the support of the
chiefs of his home territory, Northern Quebec.

Phil Fontaine has the support of the allimportant
British Columbia First Nations Summit chiefs and
those from Manitoba.

Roberta Jamieson has the allegiance of the
implementation committee, a group of chiefs
that formed in March 2002 to push the
sovereignty agenda.

One Jamieson, two roles

Roberta Jamieson has 18 months to go in her
three-year mandate as chief of Six Nations of the
Grand River First Nation in Ontario. A man-
date she says she wants to fulfill.

As a candidate for Assembly of First Nations
national chief, she’s now seeking a new mandate
that could put her in the position of having two
demanding jobs at the same time.

Some of her political opponents in Canada’s
most populous First Nation (located about a half-
hour’s drive to Hamilton, Ont.) are trying to pres-
sure her to appoint an interim chief while she’s
on the campaign trial seeking the Assembly of
First Nations’ top job. So far, she has resisted that
pressure.

Opponents at the local and national level have
criticized the Six Nations chief for even consider-
ing the idea of keeping both jobs. Some have sug-
gested she’s hedging her bets in case she is unsuc-
cessful in securing the national chief’s position.

(see Conflict page 10.)
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Fontaine responds to criticism

It was a relaxed and confident Phil Fontaine who spent
time with Windspeaker on June 12.

The former Assembly of First Nations national chief
was more than willing to address the criticisms that may
have led to his defeat to incumbent Matthew Coon Come
in 2000.

His political enemies said he was a good Liberal Party
member, a government insider who was too close to the
feds. One person in particular, Alan Isfeld of Winnipeg,
has been flooding the country with paperwork seeking to
embarrass the leadership candidate over a construction
deal gone bad that continues in Fontaine’s home com-
munity of Sagkeeng.

Fontaine admitted the undecided chiefs would be won-
dering about these and other issues. He.dealt with them
one at a time.

His nephew Jerry Fontaine ran for the Liberal Party of
Manitoba leadership a few years ago. Phil Fontaine was
rumored to be considering a run as a federal Liberal in
the last election. What about this connection to the Lib-
erals, he was asked.

“We know that’s an old trick. Every time I run for of-
fice, the suggestion is made. For one thing, my family’s
not running for national chief. I am. I'm a First Nations
person. I've always worked for First Nations. And the re-
sults, whether it was during my tenure as chief or grand
chief, was always to benefit First Nations. In order to ob-
tain results one has to work with the government of the
day. If you go back into my record, I had to work and 1
did effectively with the Filmon government, and that was
a Progressive Conservative government. I worked with
the Mulroney government. You work with the govern-
ment of the day,” he said. “I've worked effectively with
governments of all political stripes. It so happens that
there’s only been three—NDP, Conservative, and Liberal.
I don’t have a membership, by the way, in the Laurier
Club. I don’t carry a Liberal membership card. I will be-
friend anyone I must because our issues are far too im-
portant. They need the involvement and support of all
governments.”

He’s had a succession of high profile government jobs.
Does that make him part of the system?

“One has to ask the question: Do First Nations want to
be on the front page of every paper always protesting? Or
do First Nations want to be on the front page announc-
ing the implementation of a housing strategy, as an ex-
ample, or an employment strategy or a deal on resource
revenue sharing? I think they'd much prefer the latter,” he
replied. “One can be exclusively the protest chief or one
can be a results chief. I'd rather be the results chief that
helps First Nations.”

He said he has been involved in many protests and dem-
onstrations during his career but he prefers negotiation
to confrontation whenever possible.

“I never have and never will I ever make a deal with the
devil. T'll retain my independence always. My responsi-
bility is to First Nations people and I've taken that ap-
proach wherever I've been,” he said.

Alan Isfeld has been sending hundreds of pages to chiefs
and other politicians across the country trying to force a
resolution to a dispute between Wing Construction and
the Sagkeeng First Nation. An early years school construc-
tion project went bad and was never completed. Wing is
suing the band to seek almost $3 million in compensa-
tion. |

Fontaine said the matter has little to do with him. He
brought the parties together early in the process but then
stepped out of the picture, he said.

“I don’t know if Alan thinks I was chief in Sagkeeng
when Wing Construction and the band conducted busi-
ness. I havent been chief there since 1976 and these events
took place in the ’90s. The thing there is, if they have a
case, they should take it to a judge. They shouldn’t have
to prolong the misery, both for themselves and all of the

other people that they’re attacking. If he takes it to court

because he has the evidence, I will support him,” Fontaine
said.

=8 Windspeaker ==
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAW!/

When the House of Common
rose for the summer break o
June 13, a week earlier than ex
pected, Bill C-7, the First Natior
governance legislation, died o
the order paper. But it’s not ove
till ic’s over. The First Natior
governance act could be resu:
rected in the fall.

Prime Minister Jean Chretie
will have a very brief window ¢
opportunity to reintroduce legi:
lation in September. The Hou:
resumes on Sept. 15. Two weel
later, Liberal Party delegates mu
state whom they’ll be supportin
on the first ballot at the Liber:
Party of Canada leadership cor
vention, scheduled for Nov. 15 1
17 at the Air Canada Centre |
Toronto. It’s expected that form
Finance minister Paul Martin wi
command a solid majority of tk
delegates and will immediatel
become the prime minister i
waiting, ready to step into th
party leadership when Chretie
retires in February 2004.

From that moment, Ottaw
watchers predict Chretien’s infle
ence will be greatly reduced.

Since Martin has already gor
on the record as saying he woul
not implement C-7, MPs hopin
to position themselves for ac
vancement in a Martin goverr
ment may lose interest in pusk
ing the bill forward.

First Nations technicians sz
only a few noteworthy amenc
ments to the First Nations go
ernance bill were adopted, eve
though almost 200 were su;
gested. The inclusion of a no
derogation clause, to provide z
extra layer of protection for Ab
riginal and treaty rights, was on
The other extended the peric
allowed for First Nations to d
velop their own governance cod
from two years to three.

The government introduced :
amendment that calls for the cre
tion of a national First Natio:
ombudsman and the establis
ment of a governance centre.

First Nation political worke
in Ottawa are being urged to 1
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recognize the Jay Treaty, which
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FNGA gone,
not forgotten

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

When the House of Commons
rose for the summer break on
June 13, a week earlier than ex-
pected, Bill C-7, the First Nations
governance legislation, died on
the order paper. But it’s not over
till i’s over. The First Nations
governance act could be resur-
rected in the fall.

Prime Minister Jean Chretien
will have a very brief window of
opportunity to reintroduce legis-
lation in September. The House
resumes on Sept. 15. Two weeks
later, Liberal Party delegates must
state whom they’ll be supporting
on the first ballot at the Liberal
Party of Canada leadership con-
vention, scheduled for Now. 15 to
17 at the Air Canada Centre in
Toronto. It’s expected that former
Finance minister Paul Martin will
command a solid majority of the
delegates and will immediately
become the prime minister in
waiting, ready to step into the
party leadership when Chretien
retires in February 2004.

From that moment, Ottawa
watchers predict Chretien’s influ-
ence will be greatly reduced.

Since Martin has already gone
on the record as saying he would
not implement C-7, MPs hoping
to position themselves for ad-
vancement in a Martin govern-
ment may lose interest in push-
ing the bill forward.

First Nations technicians say
only a few noteworthy amend-
ments to the First Nations gov-
ernance bill were adopted, even
though almost 200 were sug-
gested. The inclusion of a non-
derogation clause, to provide an
extra layer of protection for Abo-
riginal and treaty rights, was one.
The other extended the period
allowed for First Nations to de-
velop their own governance codes
from two years to three.

The government introduced an
amendment that calls for the crea-
tion of a national First Nations
ombudsman and the establish-
ment of a governance centre.

First Nation political workers
in Ottawa are being urged to re-

main vigilant.

An internal Assembly of First
Nations report stated, “the Prime
Minister has said publicly that he
will reconvene Parliament in the
fall. But many observers say that
claim is bluster for the public and
that the Liberals will not want to
risk damaging the party by expos-
ing a lame-duck prime minister
to daily question period criticisms
of a government operating with
two leaders. It is generally con-
ceded that Paul Martin will win
the Liberal leadership race and
that in the fall, he will be the de
facto leader. If Parliament does
not reconvene until November,
Bill C-7 is very unlikely to pass
and it will be left to die on the
order paper.”

Bill C-6, the Specific Claims
Resolution Act, ts now before the
Senate. The Senate continues to
sit for a few weeks after the Com-
mons adjoutned. First Nations
observers believe there is a deal
in place to rush the Bill through
the Senate, over top of opposition
from the AFN and some Aborigi-
nal senators. Amendments pro-
posed by the Senate would have
to be ratified in the House of
Commons, so that bill will not
be proclaimed into law until the
fall. First Nation leaders hope to
find a way to knock this bill off
the rails at that time and will
spend the summer lobbying
against it. ‘

They say it is a flawed bill that
does nothing to address the con-
cerns dealt with by a joint AFN/
Indian Affairs working group. The
top limit of compensation would
be capped at $10 million. Only
$50 million per year is set aside to
deal with an immense backlog of
claims.

The government will continue
to appoint and monitor the so-
called independent body that was
originally hoped to be a truly
non-aligned, neutral, third party
that would referee disputes over
land claims involving the Crown
and First Nations.

Bill C-19, the First Nations Fis-
cal and Statistical Management
Act, is stuck in the committee stage
in the Commons and will likely not
advance until the fall. First Nation
opponents will seek to persuade
Paul Martin to shelve it.

Customs targets
border crossings

Association of Iroquois and Al-
lied Indians Grand Chief Chris
McCormick says the Canadian
Customs and Revenue Agency has
informed First Nations that it will
no longer tolerate border-crossing
demonstrations. The demonstra-
tions were held to draw attention
to the fact that Canada does not
recognize the Jay Treaty, which in
effect erases the border for First

Nations people. The U.S. does rec-
ognize this-treaty.

“The notice has been given to
our communities that after July
there'll be no more border cross-
ings,” McCormick said.

He said chiefs in his Southwest-
ern Ontario organization are hop-
ping mad and pledging to defy
the policy edict from the federal

department.
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By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

OTTAWA

Just days after he sparred
publicly in the press with Lib-
eral Party leadership front-run-
ner Paul Martin over the First
Nations governance act, the
Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development,
Robert Nault, declared publicly
that the former finance minis-
ter has his support in the lead-
ership race.

Some observers say it was
merely a smart move by Nault,
who likely would have been left
out in the political wilderness
when the coronation of Mar-
tin as party leader is finalized
had he not jumped on board
the Martin express. But other
observers wonder if a back-
room deal was struck by the
two men and, if so, what it
means for them.

Nault backs Martin

Paul Martin

So far, Martin has said all the
right things when talking about
First Nation issues, although sev-
eral attempts by this publication
to get a one-on-one interview
with the man have gone unan-
swered. First Nation leaders are
cautiously optimistic they’ll have
a more open ear in the Prime
Minister’s Office when Martin
takes over from the retiring Jean
Chretien.

Chretien has a long list of

legacy legislation pending in
the House and little hope that
all of it will be passed into law
before the current session of
Parliament comes to an end.

Canadian Alliance Indian Af-
fairs critic Brian Pallister is one
parliamentarian who suspects
something’s up.

He says the First Nations gov-
ernance act was approved by
Cabinet, of which Paul Martin
was a member, and that Mar-
tin fully endorsed the bill while
in Cabinet and has recently be-
come a vocal opponent of the
legislation. Martin has publicly
criticized the bill and has ad-
mitted that he would not enact
it should he become Prime
Minister, Pallister added.

Nault’s “surprising endorse-
ment” of Paul Martin for the
Liberal leadership has led to
speculation that a backroom
deal has been struck in ex-
change for the Indian Affairs -
minister’s support, he added.

(see Deal struck? page 20.)

Saskatoon police chief admits
starlight cruises are not new

The admission in June by the
new chief of the Saskatoon Po-
lice Service that an officer was
disciplined in 1976 for taking a
Native woman to the outskirts of
the city and abandoning her there
has increased the intensity of the
spotlight on the embattled police
force.

After two Saskatoon police
officers were convicted forcible
confinement after dropping
Darrell Night outside of town

on a frigid January night in
2000, the force insisted the in-
cident was isolated. But now
Chief Russell Sabo admits that,
in fact, there was this other oc-
casion, and there is a possibil-
ity that the force has been
dumping Native people outside
the city for years.

The provincial government has
called a public inquiry to begin
in autumn into the death of 17-
year-old Neil Stonechild, whose

frozen body was found north of
the city in 1990. A witness has
said Stonechild was seen in the
back of a police cruiser the night
he went missing.

Lawrence Wagner, a 30-year-
old Cree man, was found fro-
zen to death in 2000 near the
Saskatoon dump. His family be-
lieves his death to be suspicious.
Rodney Naistus—another Abo-
riginal man—was found frozen
in the snow five days earlier.

Hate crime charge goes ahead

The Saskatchewan Justice de-
partment announced on June 11
that former national chief David
Ahenakew has been charged with
spreading hate, a criminal of-
fence. Last year, the former Fed-
eration of Saskatchewan Indian
Nations senator made anti-Se-
mitic statements during a public
speech, allegedly breaking Sec-
tion 319(2) of the Criminal
Code.

Ahenakew could not be

reached for comment, but
Windspeaker has learned
Ahenakew has hired well-known
lawyer Alan Gold to launch a de-
fence. Current National Chief
Matthew Coon Come, who con-
demned the comments and met
with many Jewish leaders to as-
sure them that Ahenakew's com-
ments were not widely held be-
liefs in the Native community,
wondered if charging the former
leader is the right move.

“I'm not the prosecutor and of
course it’s up to the judge to de-
termine whether he broke the law
or not,” he said. “But I question

whether this is the wise thing to

do. Maybe it isn’t necessary be-
cause I think it could give an op-
portunity to the holocaust de-
niers, the Nazi groups, the white
supremacists, all the rednecks get
a platform. I think it could be
turned into a real road show. It’s
going to be very unfortunate.”

Benoit decision reversed

Gordon Benoit’s startling Fed-
eral Court victory last year that
saw the court rule that Treaty 8
members were promised tax im-
munity by the Crown at the time
the treaty was signed, was over-
turned by the Federal Court of
Appeal on June 11.

Treaty 8 sources say they intend
to appeal that decision to the Su-
preme Court of Canada.

Although the issue of taxation
was not mentioned in the 1899
treaty, a report indicated that the
commissioners had promised that
the treaty would not lead to taxa-
tion. Benoit and the Treaty 8
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tribal council filed suit, arguing
they had a treaty promise of tax
exemption.

After listening to oral evidence
from four Aboriginal witnesses,
the trial judge decided that the
Native signatories understood
that they were entitled to suchan
exemption. The Crown appealed.

The appeal court ruled that the
trial judge had made a palpable
and overriding error of fact, as
there was nothing in the record
that could reasonably support his
conclusion. The oral evidence was
ambiguous and inconclusive. Its
hearsay nature required that the

judge approach it cautiously, es-
pecially given that the treaty and
other documentary evidence were
silent as to the existence of any
tax promises. While Aboriginal
oral history was not to be under-
valued, Aboriginal claims had to
be established on the basis of per-
suasive evidence.

“Today’s decision is not a sur-
prise, nor does it make usany less
determined,” said Treaty 8
spokesperson Tanya Kappo. “We
have always expected this issue
would continue through higher
levels of justice, both domestically
and internationally.”
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Fundmg frozen; election interference alleged

By Paul Barnsley
Windspeaker Staff Writer

A leaked internal Assembly of
First Nations’ memo reveals that
about two-thirds of the organiza-
tion’s 2003-2004 core budget has
been frozen until after the annual
general assembly in July.

Dan Brant, the chief operating
officer for the AFN, told

Windspeaker the decision came

directly from the minister of In-

dian Affairs. He also said he be-
lieves the minister is trying to in-
fluence the outcome of the elec-
tion for national chief with the
move.

National Chief Matthew Coon
Come has resisted the minister’s
First Nations governance initia-
tive and relations between the two
men have soured. Speculation in
Ottawa is that the minister would
not be upset if Coon Come loses
the election for national chief in
July. A move to withhold a sig-
nificant amount of money from
the AFN until after the chiefs
decide who will lead the organi-
zation for the next three years
could be seen as a threat, a pres-
sure tactic telling the chiefs not

"We've been informed that the minister be-
lieves that current DIAND funds have been
inappropriately spent on a ‘Command and
Control Centre and wishes to await the out-

come of our current audit to determine if

material improprieties have occurred.”

— excerpted from a confidential memo
to the AFN executive board

to send Coon Come back for a
second term.

The confidential memo to the
AFN executive board, authored
by the AFN’s chief financial of-
ficer Frederic Tolmie, is entitled
“Briefing Note on 2003-2004
DIAND Budgets.” It was written
on May 29. DIAND is an acro-
nym for Department of Indian
Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment.

Tolmie advised the political
leaders of the AFN that they have
been put in a tough situation.

“The minister of Indian Af-
fairs has decided to postpone
approval of AFN’s core-like
budget until he receives AFN’s
audited financial statement for

the current year ended March
2003. Audited financial state-
ments are not normally distrib-
uted externally until after they
are approved at the annual gen-
eral assembly,” he wrote. The
core-like budget is discretion-
ary, not statute mandated.

The chief financial officer re-
ported that the dollar amount
agreed on for core-like funding
by AFN and DIAND officials
and awaiting ministerial ap-
proval was $4,220,000. That
includes an inflation increase of
$250,000 over previous years.
A $2.1 million core budget
from DIAND was made avail-
able to the AFN at the begin-
ning of the fiscal year.

“The discussions on [the core-
like] budget concluded over three
weeks ago. Since then we've been
waiting for the minister’s approval
which is required prior to final
sign off on the funding agree-
ment. On May 28 we were in-
formed of the minister’s decision.
We do not have his exact deci-
sion in writing, but we have.re-
quested it. We've been informed
that the minister believes that
current DIAND funds have been
inappropriately spent ona ‘Com-
mand and Control Centre’ and
wishes to await the outcome of
our current audit to determine if
material improprieties have oc-
curred,” Tolmie wrote.

He added that the minister’s
decision could lead to “possible
insolvency of AFN leading into
its election process” and the “per-
ception of inappropriate DIAND
interference in AFN’s election
process.”

He told the executive members
that the AFN annual general as-
sembly (AGA) scheduled for July

15 to 17 in Edmonton would not

be jeopardized.

“As for AFN operations, ex-
isting cash resources plus our $1
million line of credit plus out-
standing accounts receivable

plus interim DIAND funding

should ensure that AFN has the
necessary resources to continue
through the AGA,” Tolmie
wrote.

Brant also said the AGA was in
no danger. He told Windspeaker
the minister’s decision is clearly
an attempt to pressure the chiefs
who will vote for national chief.

“Friday (May 30) we hear that
he’s taken this decision, that he’s
just said, ‘I want to look at the
audited statements.’ To me, that’s
code for ‘I want to wait until af-
ter the election’ because our au-
dited statements are not approved
until they're ratified on the floor
of the general assembly. That has
been the process for the last 24
years,” Brant said.

He was asked if he was certain
the minister knows this..

“Oh, absolutely. There is no
mistake that he could think oth-
erwise,” he replied. “If we sent
interim statements, I'm sure the
response would be, “Well, these
haven’t been approved.”

Brant said the organization is
in solid financial shape and is not
making use of its $1 million line
of credit. But he can’t spend
money he might not receive, he
said, and that could paralyze the
AFN for several months.

(see Nault page 21.)

Conflict of interest or best interests of the people?

(Continued from page 8.)
Roberta Jamieson, a 50-year-
old Mohawk woman who expects
to become a grandmother for the
first time during the campaign,
seems to be offering something in
between the approaches suggested

.by her opponents.

“I would not have stepped up
to the plate if I felt that I could
support one of the candidates. I
do feel we're in a crisis, a political
crisis in this country such that
we've never seen before in our
generation on relations between
First Nations and government. |
mean, | am witnessing the kind
of daily poisoning that’s going on
by the kind of agenda the gov-
ernment of Canada seems intent
on pushing forward with. So I
think it is a time for very proactive
leadership with a very clear view
of what the AFN can and should
be,” she said.

“I think you have to have a clear
sense of what the office was cre-
ated to be and ought to be about.
I think the AFN has been ma-
nipulated by government over the
years because it likes to pretend
to be, excuse the word, but a kind
of national Indian government. It
isn't. It never was meant to be and
I don’t think it should be.

"In a time when our people are
reasserting their nationhood at
the level of nations, you don’t
need people who are pretending
to negotiate for all First Nations.
It can’t be done. We're very di-
verse. If there’s one thing the last
couple of years have demon-
strated, it is the tremendous di-
versity. What will work in South-
ern British Columbia will not

play in Northern Ontario and so
on throughout the country. So
what you need, it seems to me, is
a body that understands that.
That will be a strong advocate and
educator and communicator
amongst the Canadian public at
large and will also facilitate the
opportunity for First Nations to
come to the table and negotiate
themselves. That is the approach
that the royal commission recom-
mended. I'm not talking the 633,
I’'m talking the 60 or so nation-
based representatives that RCAP
was talking about. The bands are
the starting point but the end
point is nations.”

Change the AFN?

All three candidates said the
format of the AFN needs some
repair.

Fontaine said change is part of
the history of the movement.

“We change when circum-
stances drive us to reorganize our-
selves. For example, the predeces-
sor to the National Indian Broth-
erhood was the National Indian
Council. It was status blind. First
Nations people decided that
wasn't meeting their needs so the
National Indian Brotherhood was
created, an organization made up
of provmcnal and territorial or-
ganizations. That did the job for
a period and then the chiefs de-
cided that what was needed was
a chiefs’ organization. So we
created the Assembly of First
Nations,” he said. “And it may

be time now to reinvent the As- .

sembly of First Nations to cre-
ate an organization that is both
inclusive and effective and ad-
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dress regional issues.

"I recognize that we’re a na-
tional body and our mandate is
to address national issues, but we
forget there are important re-
gional issues that are in effect na-
tional issues, and we don’t make
enough of an effort to regional-
ize ourselves and that’s hurt us.
As a result we've undermined our
efforts to be an effective political
voice for First Nations. That’s
what we have to be.”

He blamed the decline of the

organization on Coon Come and

on the implementation commit-
tee, a group of chiefs of which
Jamieson was the chairperson.

“At alot of our meetings, there’s
a very low turnout of chiefs.
Clearly, too many of our chiefs
feel alienated. We need to do
something to bring them back
into the fold. We recognize that
there’s strength in unity and we
have to speak with a unified voice.
We haven’t done that ifi the last
while,” Fontaine said.

“What we have faced is a small
group that hijacked the organi-
zation. They've hijacked the dif-
ferent processes and in effect
they’ve paralyzed the organiza-
tion. Our strategic capabilities
have pretty much dissolved in the
last three years. Political respect
has been diminished.

"If we use funding as just one
example, the funding has been
cut in half with the assembly. Of
course that makes the organiza-
tion ineffective. And when you
have your national organization
ineffective, it effects the regional
organizations and it certainly ef-
fects local communities.”
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Jamieson sees the AFN becom-
ing more like the United Nations,
a place where Indigenous nations
can meet and come to consensus
on important issues.

“I don'’t see this office as the
prime minister of our people. I
don’t see it as that at all. And |
think maybe that’s what’s been
wrong. The AFN has really been
able to be manipulated by gov-
ernment for so many years. On
the one hand we say one size
doesn’t fit all and. then we turn
right around at the national level
and behave as though it does, and
one national chief can negotiate
arrangements for all First Na-
tions. That’s not how I see the
role. That’s not how I see the fu-
ture. |

"What we need is leadership
that will create an environment
where First Nations themselves
can sit at the table. That's what I
want to do. It’s almost like Kofi
Annan and a UN body. The anal-
ogy is much more like that. Be-
cause I don’t see the nations across
Canada giving any individual
national chief or otherwise, the
mandate to speak for and finalize
agreements for our people. That
really belies our whole position on
nationhood.”

Coon Come sees some prob-
lems with the UN-style approach.

“The UN is more like a lobby,
consent type. I would like us to
behave as nations, as govern-
ments. Asserting our rights from
section 35 [of the Canadian Con-
stitution), from court decisions,
and not waiting on governments
to adopt policies they can apply
to us. I think you have to go be-

yond that in order to move for-
ward.

"We need to develop our own
economies, something that is not
subject to Her Majesty’s toler-
ance. In order to do that you have
to create the atmosphere that they
have to deal with us, they cannot
go on without us. That's what, I
did in Quebec and I was the most
hated guy in Quebec. Quebec saw
me as one who was in the way.
They saw me as someone who
was anti-development. I was not
anti-development.

"The colonialistic relationship
will not bring about change. It
will not. I'm sorry but I disagree
with those people who think that
it can. And we don’t have to give
up normal programs and services,
education and health, in exchange
for recognition of Aboriginal
rights and title to the land.”

He sees First Nations being

welcomed to the Canadian sys-

tem as equals in a true nation-to-
nation relationship.

“That’s what we need to discuss
all across this country. If you want
a third order of government,
which I would like to see, a real
third order of government that is
a fact, then you have to talk about
a pan-First Nation type of gov-
ernment,” Coon Come said.
“And that will not happen unless
we have discussions amongst our-
selves of what powers you want
to give to this national organiza-
tion. So it’s just not about advo-
cating rights and setting up proc-
esses, but it’s a real institution as
I think was contemplated under
section 35, one of the pillars of

Canada.”
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By Marty Logan
Windspeaker Contributor

MONTREAL

Two of the world’s eminent
Native documentary filmmaker:
from opposite sides of the globe
started in much the same place.

“As I grew up I wanted to mak
it better for other children...
started going around to class
rooms to talk directly to them
about what was happening t
First Nations people, “because n«
one was teaching them this,” sai
Montreal-based Alani
Obomsawin, creator of the multi
award winning Kanehsatake: 27
Years of Resistance and more thai
20 other documentaries about th
struggles of First Nations com
munities.

“Ever since I could remembe
as a kid, I've actually been on
colilision course with political an
social reality in this country,
Maori filmmaker Merata Mit
told a New Zealand interviewe

These celebrated Aborigin:
women were honored at the Fir:
People’s Festival in Montrea
with a retrospective of Mita
work and an exhibit of anothe
side of Obomsawin’s creativity—

Watch for

By Maria Garcia
Windspeaker Contributor

NEW YORK, N.Y

Whale Rider, a new film to b
released this month in Canad:
is inspired by the Ngati Kanoh
the Indigenous New Zealanc
ers' creation story. Ironicall
the movie is written and d
rected by a pakeha, a white Ne
Zealander. Her name is Nil
Caro.

“The people who owned tl
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:mpt to pressure the chiefs
7ill vote for national chief.
day (May 30) we hear that
ken this decision, that he’s
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d statements.” To me, that’s
or ‘I want to wait undil af-
- election’ because our au-
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’ Brant said.

was asked if he was certain
inister knows this..

1, absolutely. There is no
ce that he could think oth-
,” he replied. “If we sent
n statements, I'm sure the
1se would be, “Well, these
t been approved.”

nt said the organization is
d financial shape and is not
g use of its $1 million line
:dit. But he can’t spend
v he might not receive, he
ind that could paralyze the
for several months.
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By Marty Logan
Windspeaker Contributor

MONTREAL

Two of the world’s eminent
Native documentary filmmakers
from opposite sides of the globe
started in much the same place.

“As I grew up I wanted to make
it better for other children...I
started going around to class-
rooms to talk directly to them”
about what was happening to
First Nations people, “because no
one was teaching them this,” said
Montreal-based Alanis
Obomsawin, creator of the multi-
award winning Kanchsatake: 270
Years of Resistance and more than
20 other documentaries about the
struggles of First Nations com-
munities.

“Ever since I could remember
as a kid, I've actually been on a

collision course with political and

social reality in this country,”
Maori filmmaker Merata Mita
told a New Zealand interviewer.

These celebrated Aboriginal
women were honored at the First
People’s Festival in Montreal,
with a retrospective of Mita’s
work and an exhibit of another
side of Obomsawin’s creativity—

Alanis Obomsawin

prints of engravings she makes of
her dreams.

“For many years I've been
wanting to draw what I dream,”
she told Windspeaker, as she
rocked in a small chair in the
kitchen of her Montreal home

filled with the sharp odor of burn-

Watch for it in theatres

By Maria Garcia
Windspeaker Contributor

NEW YORK, N.Y.

Whale Rider, a new film to be
released this month in Canada,
is inspired by the Ngati Kanohi,
the Indigenous New Zealand-
ers' creation story. Ironically,
the movie is written and di-
rected by a pakeha, a white New
Zealander. Her name is Niki
Caro.

“The people who owned the

legend were very clear with me
and with others about the fact
that I was the one they were
backing to tell it,” the film-
maker said. “That was impor-
tant to me.”

The Whale Rider was Paikea
who arrived in New Zealand on
the back of a whale in search of
a home. In the Polynesian ar-
chipelago, paikeas are tiny crabs
that resolutely cling to the shore
during a storm, and to many In-
digenous groups Paikea is
known as a forbidding sea god.

(see Whale Rider page 18.)

KATHLEEN ORTH

ing wood on a misty, grey June
day.

What Obomsawin sees in her
sleep at first seems at odds with
her films about such well-known
confrontations as the Oka Cirisis,
the standoff between Native lob-
ster fishers and the non-Nartive
community and authorities at
Esgenoopetitj (Burnt Church,
N.B) and 1981’s Quebec Provin-
cial Police raids on another
Mi'kmaq community, in her
documentary, Incident at
Restigouche.

For example, a print of The
Sleeping Bears shows a dozen of
the animals wrapped tightly in
blankets dozing peacefully at
the entrance to what looks like
a tipi; Woman’s Life in the Tent
depicts a mother crouched be-
fore a Singer sewing machine as
an infant sleeps beside her and
birds watch from nearby
perches.

But as Obomsawin explains,

[ national news ]

Festival honors documentary makers

her films are as much about peo-
ples as they are of retelling events.

“I think it’s important for
(viewers) to understand that those
people have a life and they have
traditions...to (see) their everyday
life and the historical portion of
it too.”

In her latest documentary, Is
the Crown at War With Us?, the
Abenaki filmmaker who was
born in the U.S. state of New
Hampshire but grew up on the
Odanak reserve in Quebec, de-
picts a community that sees no
alternative to survival but to
continue a way of life that for
11,000 years has been centred
around the sea.

I’s a familiar tale, she says.
What happened at (Burnt
Church) “is a repetition of what
happens when you're asserting
your rig<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>